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* PREFACE. 


READER, 


. — ee ss, | 
TL HAVE found a sweet savour of Jesu’s precious 


name, free grace, and perfect salvation, in these medita- 


tions ; and therefore I am persuaded it will be doing thee’ 
great service to recommend them to thy perusal. | They 
will be profitable to thee, if thou art hungering and thirst- 
ing after Jesus and his righteousness; or if thou art one 


of those happy souls who know Jesus to be the Lord by the — 3 
Holy Ghost, and art desiring to grow in the knowledge of: 


his adorable person, and in the love of the Father through 
him; may the Lord the Spirit Witness to thy heart of 
Jesus, whilst thou art reading them, and render them the 
means of glorifying Jesus in thy life and conversation, 
that thou mayest learn from every page to trust him more, 
to hope more in him, and to love him more, who is thy 


all; and if thou livest upon him in all, he will be thy — 


heaven upon earth, and thy heaven of heavens in eternal 
glory. ‘To his tender compassion I commend thee and 


‘thine, being thy well-wisher (whoever as art) in tt 


ever dear Lord. 
“ty ...  W. ROMAINE, 
; Lambeth, June 13, 1765. ‘ pene 
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CHRISTIAN READER, 


SILVER of human eloquence, and gold of acquired.” 
literature, have I none; but such as I have, I give to thee, 
Ng truth in plain style, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
He is our one master. It has been my,earnest prayer, that 
to his glory mine eye might be single. One grand point 
has been my chief aim, namely, to exalt the Lord Jesus, 
the perfection of his atonement and righteousness, and the. . 
glory of his salvation. This I have found the blessed, 
support and joyful triumph of my own soul, while exercis- 
ed with great disorder and weakness of body, in this ics 
If the Lord and giver of all grace, is pleased to bless this 
feeble attempt to the spiritual profit of any of his dear 
children, to him only all the glory is due. . 

As love covereth a multitude of faults, and the prayer 
e of faith availeth much, may these, reader, be excited in 
behalf of the following sheets; and towards him who’ 
desires to esteem it his highest honor, and greatest glory 
-onearth, to confess and serve the Lord Christ, though. 
less than the least of all his servants, and thine also for 

his sake. ” H.. #2 : “ 

Ww. MASON. 


Rotherhithe-wall. 


THE 


SPIRITUAL TREASURY, 
Se. 





JANUARY 1. 


Thou shalt be called by anew name, which the mouth of 
the Lord shall name.—Isa. Ixii. 2 


Tus is predicted of the church of God ; which, according fo . 


eovenant-transactions of the glorious Trinity, stands in the nearest 


‘and dearest relation to Jesus her head. She is here spoken of as a 


single person, rHoU: she is called “ Christ’s body,” Col. i. 24, and.» 
* the bride, the lamb’s wife,” Rey. xxi. 9; of whom, saith God the ; 
Father, “Ihave loved thee with an everlasting love,” Jer. xxxi. a 
Yea, saith the Son of God to his Father, of all his beloved members, 
« Thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me, and thou lovest mé' 
before the foundation of the world,” John xvii. 28, 24. O most 
comforting truths of God’s word ! how ancient is the love of God to 
his church! * That God should love us miserable sinners at all is 
amazing ; but that he should love us with the very same everlasting 
unchangeable love, wherewith he loves his own beloved Son, this 
surpasseth all knowledge ! ‘This love is the source of all blessings i ig 
time ; this love secures all happiness in eternity. 

The Son of God has manifested his infinite love to his church, by: 
conflicting with and overcoming all the powers of earth and hell for 
her sake. “He most dearly purchased her, in a way of strict justice, 
with his most precious blood. But he finds every one of his ransomed: 
enes branded with this old name of infamy, a sinner: it being neat 


_ six thousand years since first entailed. Bynature we are all old in sin, 


and dead in sin: but being predestinated unto the adoption of children _ 
by Jesus Christ, and to be conformed to his image, to the praise of the 


glory of God’s grace, therefore we shall be called by a new name. 

This the Lord, the Spirit, effecteth, Being born of the Spirit, atid 
baptized with the Holy Ghost into the faith of Jesus, the Lord calls — 
us by anew name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name, This 
isit, verse 12, “ The Holy people, the redeemed of the Lord, thou 
shalt be called soucur ovr.” O the blesscdness of ae novet 

Vor. i. B . 


oY 








ae ae a misid a Pk 2 Ms ig ‘ 
7 ae JANUARY 1. 


out! how precious is HE who sought us out - ! He sought us in the- 
ruins of the fall. He found us ina most miserable condition ; but 
he calls us by a xew name, which signifies new creatures in our living 
head, who is the new man. ‘Lhis he makes us. Then we experi- 
ence the blessedness of a new state in, and of a new life from J ESUS. 
He is anew and living way to us. By faith we walk with God—iive 
upon Jesus—feel sweet fellowship with him—enjoy comforting com 
munion from him—and have joyful access to the Father through him. 
Thus the Lord writes “anew name eps his members, which ne 
man knoweth, saving he who receiveth it”? Rev. u. 17. 

Thus, as Lifther testifies, «a christian is a new creature in a new 
world.’ He isa subject of a new King, whose name is Love ; and\of 
a new kingdom, wherein dwelleth righteousness. .. He is possessed of 
new hopes—new pieasures—new desires and new joys. Yes, and he 
finds new fears—new sorrows—new conflicts, yea, and new enemies: 
too. Though that old serpent the Devil and Satan, who deceiveth 
the whole world, is cast out of us, he still wageth war against us.. 
What then? every tria! we meet with, every temptation we are beset 
with, shall only glorify the riches of God’s love to us, and the power 
of thé grace of Jesus in us—shall learn us the usé of our spiritual 

weapons—~deaden our affections to earth—quicken our longings for 
glory—endear Jesus more to our hearts, so as with ardency to cry 
out, Orthat I may be found in nim: how glorious the privileges ! 
how animating the prospect of all such new-named souls! they are 
‘ interested in all new covenant blessings. New wine of gospel-peace 
is put into such new bottles. A new song, “ Salvation to 
the Lamb that! was slain,” inspires their tongues. Such are lovingly 
called, by the word of their Father, and powerfully enabled, by the” 
Spirit of his eTace, to serve and glorify him, “not in the oldness of 
the letter,” but in newness of the Spirit, in “righteousness and true 
holiness before him all the days of their life :”? happy new year to such 
new-named souls ! every revolving year on earth brings them nearer 
_ their’ Father’s house, their Saviour’s kingdom in glory. Thus “if 
any mani be in Christ, he is a new creature ; old things are passed 


away, behold all things are become new,” Cor. v. 17: 
we 








My Jesus, my almighty friend, My feet shall travel all the eae 
~ When I begin thy praise, Of the celestial road, 
‘Where will the growing numbersend! And march with courage in thy strength, . 
Th bers of thy-graee ! To see my Father God. 
Still has my life new wonders seen When I am fill’d with sore distress 
| Repeated ev’ry year ; For some surprising sin, 


Behold my days that yet remain 
T trust them to thy care. 

Thou art my everlasting trust, 
Thy Per Saty T adore : Thy viet’ries, O my King! 

And sinee’I knew thy graces first; « My soul redeem’d from sin, ond hell 
I speak thy piovics more. , Shall thy salvation sing. ay 


/ 


Fil plead thy perfeet righteousnesgy. 
And mention none but thine. 
How will my lips in glory tell 


JANUARY 2.” 15 


Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
_the world —Johni. 29. 


Notuine can make poor sinners truly. happy, but that which | 


taketh away the cause of all misery, sin. This is effected. Lhe 


Lamb of God hath taken away all sin, by his sacrifice for us. When, — 


by the eye of faith, we behold this Lamb, then all sin is taken «way 
out of our conscience. When asoul thinks, ‘Sin has condemned me 
_ before God; the law accuseth me daily ; it works wrath in my con- 
Science continually ; and I am oft ready to cry out, O wretched 
that I am, who shall deliver me?’ Thanks be to God for a precious . 
Redeemer. The Lamb, which God provided, hath done it for ever. 
All our iniquities were laid upon him. “ He bare it in his own body. 
on the tree,”’ the sin, the whole of sin, every sin of ali that shall be- 
lieve in him, to the end of the world. By the sacrifice of himself he 


put all away, outof the sight of God, as one puts away an offensive | 


thing. He bore it away into a land of forgetfuiness, as a thing that 


- is hurtful. So-then saith God the Father, to all. his children in - 


Christ, “ Your sins and your iniquities I will remember no more,” 
Jer. xxxi. 34. 

But one is often ready to say, How can this be true? for I daily. 
see I ama sinner; the remembrance of sin is before. me, in) wiy 
thoughts ; though, for a season, time may efface sin from my 2 
yet itrecurs afresh upon my censcience. It may, it will do sq! 
soul; and nothing can effectually take it away but this, “Behold the 
Lamb of God.” He taketh away now, this present moment, — 
every moment : at what time soever thou beholdest Jesus by the ies 
ef faith, all the sin which troubles thee, thou wilt see it laid on him,” 
and he taketh it. away from thee. O how sweet to bows “no more — 
conscience of sin! 

Continually to behold this Lamb of God, is life to our reas and 
death to our sins. Sin cannot terrify with its guilt: sin cannot pre- 
vail in its power while the heart is looking to this Lamb of God, for’ 
he says, “Look unto me, and be saved.” Astonishing mystery ! but 
this is God’s truth. Thus to behold, is to be happy. Thus to look, 
is to be holy. May this. O my soul, be thy daily employ below, till 
thou beholdest the Lamb in the midst of the throne above. Thanks 
to the gracious Father, for the gift of this precious Lamb; thanks 
to this holy Lamb for bearing and taking away sin; and thanks to — 
the loving Spirit, for shewing this Lamb to poor sinners and me, 
«God forbid I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” Gal. vi. 14. 





If sin most vile to me appears, . This is the truth by which we live : 
What must th’ Omniscient see ! . , By Faith beholding Christ. 
But, God beholds us in his Lamb, Our consciences from guilt are freed : 


From sin foreyer free, Then anbelief resist. 


ve 


1 =. JANUARYs: 
Little children, keep yourselves Jrom idols. Amet— 


Yoh wre | 
IpoxaTry is founded in ignorance of Jesus, the true God, and 
terial jife. None are spiritual worshipers of God but believers in 
Jesus. There are many idols in the world, suited to the pride and 
lusts of our corrupt nature. These we are cautioned against. But, 
in reading this very exhortation, the idol of free-will is ready to pre- 
sent itself; as though disciples, by their own power, were to keep 
themselves. This notion opposes the Spirit and power of Jesus, and 
springs from that grand idol, pride. Pride introduces the idol of 
self-righteousness. This blinds the eye to the glory of the righteous- 
ness of Christ, freely imputed by God, through faith. Thus this. 
trinity of idols, free-will, pride, and self-righteousness, are in unity 
with each other. By the simple faith of Jesus, we are daily to guard 
our hearts against all their specious pretentions. 

So also, every outward object suited to our corrupt nature, the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life ; these naturally 
call for the attention of our minds, tend to attract the affections of 
our hearts, and promise us pleasure, happiness, and joy. But if these 
are sought unto, coveted, and enjoyed, they also become idols—they 
_ vival Jesus—they rob our hearts of the consolation of the Saviour’s 
love—and him of the glory due to his name ; which is ever the in- 
dispensable duty of all his beloved disciples, to give unto him on/y. 
Shall we then say of our own righteousness, or our sins, ye are our 
glory ? Shall we at all hope in the one ? Shall we ever seek Happiness 
from the other? Verily, if so, our hearts are not right with God; our 
souls are not sincere and upright with Jesus. Can we at any time 
halt between two opinions in our conduct, Jesus and self? God and 
the world? O where then is our faith inJ esus, our love to God ! Has 
not God manifested love enough to us, in the gift of his beloved Son? 
Has not Jesus done enough, suffered enough, toattract every affec- 
“tion, and to engage our whole hearts in love to himself? Has not the 
holy Spirit so clearly and fully revealed the love of the Father, and 
the salvation of the Son, as to make us happy? We must confess 
this. Surely then conscious shame, holy blushing, godly sorrow, 
should fill our hearts, if we act not as chaste virgins to our heavenly 
bridegroom. While we cry in the fervency of prayer tothe divine 
_ Spirit for power, we shall in the fervor of love, and in the resolution 
ef faith, say with Ephraim, “Get ye hence: what have I to do any 
more with idols?”? Hos. xiv. 8. ; 


Mortals with joy behold his face, Archangels leave their high abode, 

> I, 

Th’ eternal Father’s only Son : ‘Fo learn new myst’ries here : and téli 
How full of truth! how full of grace ! The loves of our descending God, 


When thro’ his eyes the Godhead sShowte: The glories of Tntutgruel! 


JANUARY 4, — 17 


L will go in the strength of the Lord God: I will make 
mention of thy righteousness, even of ie only.—Psalm 
rx 


Wiss travellers provide things’ iewilfal for their journey, and. 
_ guard against such as lie in wait, by the way, to rob them. . Our 
gracious God calls not his dear children to forsake their native coun- 


try, to travel to the heavenly city, without furnishing them with a 


rich supply of all things necessary for their comfort, and also strength 
to protect them from the power of every enemy. No soidier oi his 
goetha warfare at his own charge ; Christ being both their righte- 


ousness and strength, they can want nothing; neither riches nor 


power. Hence, they goon from day to day, glorying in him, as 
their richest treasure, and trusting in him as their almighty strength; 
and this is their constant song in the house of their pugrimage, and 


all through their journey: “Surely, in the Lord have | righteous-- 


ness and strength,” Isa. xlv. 24. Jesu’s righteousness inspires the 
soul with boldness before God. Jesu’s strength obtains victory over 
every enemy. This is the triumph of faith. So believers walk safely 
and comfortably. Uhildren of grace are not called to be idle specula- 
tists in doctrinés, but to a life of activity—to holy walking with Jesus 
—constant hearing of his love—cheerful obedience to his wili—acili- 
gent search of the scriptures—steadfast resistance of Satan—striving 
daily against sin—and praying always with all prayer and supplication. 

Well may one ask, “ But who is sufficient for these things!” krom 


5 f . (ns . . - 
natural power and inherent strength, we must all sit down in despair. 


But faith leads from selfto Jesus. I can do all things, through Uhrist 
strengthening me ; so will I go onagainst my enemies; thus I shall 
be enabled to walk in the path of every duty. But after I have done 
all, still my Saviour bids me confess the truth, that lam an unprofit- 
able servant. But is not this discouraging to the soul? No; for it 
works not to obtain righteousness. It is already clothed with that, 


and, in the views of faith, rejoices in it; abjures all other, and will , 


- make mention of Jesu’s righteousness, and his on/y, for acceptance 


with God, perfect justification before him, from every condemnation 
of the law, and accusation of Satan. - True, doubtful fears may arise ; 
distressing thoughts deject ; but happy is our conduct, joyful shall 


be our experience, while the righteousness'of Christ is beheld by- 


faith, as our only hope, our only joy, our only crown of re joicing. . Por 
~ we are made the righteousness of God in Christ, 2 Cor. v. 21. 


While in thy righteousness I trust, My grace and safety lie in this, ane 

Which oniy makes a sinner just : My Creditor my surety is, 

‘Fhis truth of faith, Lord, make me prove, The judgment-day I dread the Saud 

That faith theu giv “ity which werks by My Jadge is made my righteousness, 
Toye, 


~ 
oy 


plies i) 


18 JANUARY 5. 


er Ss 


For the meuntains shall depart, and the hills be removed, 

but my kindness shall uot depart from thee, neither shall 

the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord, 
who hath mercy on thee.—Isa. liv. 10. 


Tue absolute promises of our gracious Lord, are the foundation 

- of faith, the encouragement of hope, the excitement of love, the source 
of comfort, and the spring of true holiness. Why then are not the 
Shildren of faith always joyful in hope, ever comfortable in love, and 
constantly happy in the way of holiness? Truly, because an enemy 
bath sown the tares of unbelief in our nature. ‘his evil root of bit- 
and troubles us. It bears the most 
base, dishonourable fruits, respecting our God ;, and is most hurtful 
and poisonous to our souls. Little reason have we to dung and water, 
So as to strengthen this degenerate plant, with the corrupt notion of 
those who deny God’s covenant love and faithfulness, and dare teach 
‘That one may be a child of God to-day and a child of the Devil to- 
morrow—that souls redeemed by the blood of Jesus, may, after all, 
burn in hell.’ Shocking ! it is our daily duty, our greatest wisdom, 
ever to be on our guard against, and avoid all such doctrines. They 
are contrary to the precious declarations of our loving Lord; and 
tend to weaken our faith in and hope of perfect salvation by Jesus. 
But a false show of humility works very deceitfaliy upon men. 
Hence we are prone to look into ourselves, to find some inherent 
» as the cause why the Lerd should 


terness continually springs up, 


worth, some personal goodness 
‘deal thus bounteously with us. 


, Alas! pride is at the bottom of this. Hereby our eyes are diverted 
from the alone object pf faith, Jesus, and turned to self. ‘Then, no 


marvel unbelief prevails, and we lose sight of God’ 


rich love, and inestimably preci 


Though an object of mercy, a subject of grace, and an heir of pro- 
mise, yet not one single drop of mercy, 


’ promise is mfde to thy person, 
_ Felated to thy precious Saviour, 


hills and mountains be remove 


_ away, but thy Lord’s love and kindness shall 
rae “The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 
the God of truth. Here stedfastly to b 
of love—« He sent redemption unto his 
his covenant for ever,” Psalm cxix. 9. 


“ O what a stedfast hope have I, 
_ Built on thy faithful word ! 
Tho’ all things fail beneath the sky, 
"Thy trath stands fast, my Lord.2? 


Sree grace, 


ous promises, Soul, know thyself. -* 


but only as thou standest in, and art 


according to covenant love. Ther 





fore God’s covenant of peace shall not, carmot fail. Sooner shall the 
d, yea heaven and earth shal] pass : 
never depart from thee. 
Here to doubt, is to dishonor 
elieve, is to glorify the God 
people ; he hath commanded 


. 


or of grace, nor one word of 


Then why should faith or courage fail! ; 


Or comforts me forsake ? 
Let faith but look within the veil, 
AIl’s safe for J, esu’s snke. 


——s 


JANUARY 6. ra Wie 


Walk cireumspectly 3 not as fools, but as wise, redeeming 
the time, beeause the days ure evil. —Ephes, v. 15; 16. 


_. Licut and life are communicated from Jesus to his renter S, not 

‘merely to fill their heads with gospel truths, as’ matters’ of specu- 

lation, or to make them fluent talkers about religion, but chiefly to 

affect their hearts, renew their minds, and cause them to be close, 

€onsistent, walkers, with Jesus. Without this, we only seem toBe 

religious, and deceive our hear ts, while our religion is Vain : for we 

€annot stand approved in the sight of God, ‘before men, nor to our 

Own consciences. « The wise man’s eyes are in his head ;” he looks 

around him and sees the evil of sin, the vanity of this present world 

—that its gay pleasures, alluring pastimes, bewitching diversions, 

are the gilded b bait of the god of this world, whereby he ensnares 

‘unwary fools to kill their precious time, and to blind and destroy their 

immoftal souls ! The wise man looks above him—directs his eye of 
faith to his Saviour, as his example—to have his Spirit for his guide 

—to be kept ei his power—to have his steps directed by his grace, 
that his word may be the rule of his life, and that his walk and cone | 

versation may please his Lord, and adorn his gospel. Without this~ 

constant circumspection, we betray the greatest folly, and make sad 

work for future grief and ‘repentance. Lord keep us from this ! 

Time is the gift of God. It is too precious a jewel to be worse 
than idly lavished away upon vanity. Itis the wisdom of the wise to 
improve time to tHe noblest and best of purposes, in acquiring more 
knowledge of spiritual and eternal things. It is the foolishness of 
folly for God’s wise virgins, at any time, so to debase themselves, as 
to sacrifice their precious moments upon heathenish altars, devoted 
to vain delights and sinful pleasures We dare not, we cannot com- 
ply with these things, consistent with faith in Jesus, leve to ‘Gods 
and a good conscience in the Holy Ghost. 

The days are evil; iniquity abounds ; ; the love of many waxeth 
cold; heresies prevail ; the way -of holiness is awfully neglected ; ;’ 
but the Lord’s arm is not shortened, that he cannot save: he can” 
keep us close to himself, in the most perilous times. Constant 
watchfulness, and earnest prayer, are our daily duty—*“ Let us cone 
sider one another, to provoke unto love and to good works ; not - 
forsaking the assembling ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhort one another; and so much the more, as ve see the’ 
day approaching,” Heb. x. 24, 25. _ ; 


¥rom precious faith a precious strife Wherever faith does justify, 
Of precious virtues flow, , It purifies the heart; 
A precious heart, a precious Iffe, The pardon and the purity 





And pregions duties tao. ¥; Join bonds, amd never part? ae att 





~ 


t 


20 JANUARY 7. 


/ 


Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound; they 
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.— 
Psalm ixxxix.—15. 

Tue psalmist alludes to the jubilee-trumpet, which was sounded. 
throughout the land on the great day of atonement. This was an or- 
,dinance of the Lord, Lev. xxv. 10. It was a joyful sound of liberty 
tayGod’s peopie. A true type, and just emblem this, of the blow- 
“ing the great trumpet, and the sound of the everlasting gospel re- 
storing life, liberty, and salvation, to perishing captive souls. Has 
the gospel thus proved the power of God to the salvation of our souls? 

Surely then, we must esteem it, as the most joyful sound that ever 

saluted our ears! Joyful, that it is not clogged with any terms and 


conditions : Joyful, that it is not, as some call it, a milder law, pro- 


posing mercy on easier performances than the legal yoke. No; 
such notions are subversive of the very nature of the gospel; they 
enly humor self-confidenee, and elate the pride of sinners. 

We are all naturally deceived by such human, anti-evangelical 
systems. Hence we grow vain in our imaginations, and our foolish 
hearts are darkened to the freeness and glory of the gospel. But 

_when the Sun of Righteousness arises upon the heart, these mists 
of ignorance and error are scattered. Then we truly know the gos- 
pel to.be nothing but good news, glad tidings, a joyful sound indeed: 
a free declaration of what the infinitely blessed and eternally glori- 
eus Trinity have planned, and what the adorable sGod-man hath ef- 
fected, for the salvation of the lost and guilty. It is one joyful, con- 
sistent, harmonious sound of free grace, undeserved love, and un- 
merited mercy ; free from any jarring discords of wrath and terror. 
It proclaims not pardon to-day, and condemnation to-morrow to be- 
lievers ; now peace with God, anon war against us ; now happiness 
in the heaven of his love, by and-by a hell. of misery from his anger 
and hatred ; once justified by his grace, and after all left to perish to 
eternity in our sins. God’s blessed people reject such debasing no- 

. tions, knowing they are contrary to the truth, and destructive of the 
joy of the gospel, damp their love, deaden their affections to a God 
ef love, cool their zeal for his glory and service, and stop their pro-. 
gress in true holiness. But by the love of the truth, they solace. 
themselves with the joyful sound, are enabled to walk in the light of 

- God’s countenance, in the comforts of his love, and in the joys of 


_ ?esu’s salvation. Such are blessed now in the knowledge of God’s., 


ruth ; they shall be blessed in the enjoyment of God’s eternal glory, 
Jolin x. 18, es 


Oblessed day! Ohappy hour! O Spirit divine! thine was the pow’r, 
That brought this joyful sound, Which gave the hearing ear : 
‘Gf pard’ning love thro’ Christ’s rich grace, My heart, with love, in praises join, 
To heal my mort wound. To thee, my Lord, most dexr, My 
7 


Re” ANUARY.8. 21 


Bewaise thy loving kindness is better than ii ve my lips. 
shall praise thee.—Psalm ixiit. 3%" a 


Forsaxz all, and possess all. Give up all, and enjoy all. This is 
the doctrine of Jesus, and the experience of faith. So we overcome 
the world, by preferring the love of Christ to every thing beside. Most 
blessed enthusiasm ! really tasting that the Lord is gracious—truly ' 
feeling the comforts of his love—actually partaking of fellowship. 
with Jesus—communion of the Holy Spirit—treely conversing with 
the Father of all consolations—O how transporting to the Spirit! 
how ravishing to the soul! With what holy indifference does the en- 
raptured heart look down upon the objects of sense! The gilded toys 
of time, that so attract the views—the glittering vanities of life, that 
so enslave earthly minds~-the empty shadows of sense, that so be- 
witch the heart ; yea, life itself, with all its comforts, What are all, 
compared to one moment’s enjoyment of the loving-kindness of the 
Lord ! In competition, as shadow to substance ; in worth, as the dust 
of the earth to the gold of Ophir. Sense is but short-lived fancy + 
Faith is reality and substance ; for it brings love, the kindness of 
love, yea, the God of loving kindness himself into the sinners-heart. 
This changeth a fallen son of Adam into a glorious saint in Christ ; 
a miserable sinner into a comfortable, holy, humble prerae of our 
covenant Lord. 

. Thus it is when the soul’hath found God in Christ, who is its life, : 

its glory, its treasure, its heaven, its all. But this knowledge con- 

Sists, not only in ecstacy of soul and rapturous sensations, but faith 

is an habitual principle ; love is an active grace; hope has a purify- 

ing efficacy. Not only are the lips opened in praise, the tongue 

loosed, to speak of the glory of Jesus, but the life, the practice, the 

conversation, will also be favoured with the grace of truth, as an 

evidence that we know his love, and have been with Jesus. So we 

prove that he has taught us wisdom, not to prefer heaven to earth | 

in word only, but in conduct also. Therefore, having received all 

from him freely, in love and by grace, we desire to do what. he has - 

commanded ; to avoid what he has forbidden. The fruits of righte- 

ousness are by him, to the glory ef God the Father; therefore we 

pray to be filled with them. The works of the flesh, the works of 

darkness, we desire to mortify, and have no fellowship with, because 

contrary to love, and the enjoyment of it—“ We have known and 

believed the love that God hath tous. God is love; and he that” 

dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and Ged in him,” 1 Johniv. 16. 
{ 


Of all the joys we mortals know, Sweet are my thoughts and soft my eares, / ie 
Jesus, thy love exceeds the rest : When the celestial flame I feel : 

Love, the blest blessing here below, Tn all my thoughts, and all my fears, 

And nearest image'of the blest. There’s something kind and pleasing still. / i 


Vou. » ASANO mie | / 


92 ‘JANUARY 9. 
Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of 


the life that now is, and of that which is to come.— 
1 Tim. iv. 8. 


Wuu1te under the law, we naturally think, for so much work, so 
much wages—God will be faithful to his word of promise, if we 
perform those terms and conditions he requires of us. Such are the 
notions of a legal spirit—they are the result of pride—they sweli with 
a vain conceit of doing something to make God a debtor to our 


works; they are founded in ignorance, both of ourselves, and of the 


_ Vanities of the world, and quit the slavery of Satan. 


word of God’s rich grace and free promises; not one of which is 
made, absolutely, in respect to us, or to any thing we either believe ~ 
er do; but only as we are in Christ Jesus, members of him, our 
blessed head—For “ail the promises of God are in Christ Jesus 
yea and amen, unto the glory of God,” 2 Cor. i. 20. y 

Every believer in Christ is a holy, godly soul; heis exhorted to 
be strong in the grace which is.in Christ Jesus. He has all cause 
for daily comfort and joy. He is fully assured of his interest in that 
blessed catalogue of mercies, “ ministers, the world, life, death, 
things present, or things to come, all are yours.” Why? where- 
fore has he property herein? “ Because ye are Christ’s, and Christ 
is God’s,” 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23—therefore he shall want nothing; he 


“shall enjoy every thing he can will, or desire, as a godly person: 


for true holiness is profitable to bring the will into cheerful acquies- 
¢ence with the will of God, and to enable the soul to say, « Thy 
will be done.” All the blessings of Providence, all the riches of 
grace, all the glories of eternity, are secured iby Jehoyvah’s promise » 
to the godly in Christ. 

Through the faith of Jesus, godly souls are. spbisisls to their 
fellow- -sinners, and fellowemembers in him: Their good conver- 
sation, their holy walk, the Lord owns and blesses, to win others to: 
the knowledee and love of God, to a hatred of sin, to renounce the. 

Oh, christian, remember thy calling—be careful of day, witee. 
watchful over thy conduct——see to it, lest Jesus be wounded in the 


‘house of his friends. Pray earnestly, and study daily that thy pro- 


fiting i in godliness may appear to all, to the glory of him “ who hath 


- loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood.” Are you 


ambitious? are you covetous? do you love gain? are you earnestly 


: desir ous to enjoy it? Hear, believe, and rejoice. Godliness with 


contentment is great gain?” 1 Tim. vi. 6. 


O my Lord, how strange the grave Now the promise is enjoy’d, 
Which ungodly godly makes ! Hope of greater is employ’d : 
Thave found this matter true, Allis mine by gift of grace : 


| Allthe giery isthydue. Make me long to see thy face. M. 


. 


“JANUARY 10. | a3 


To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
' made us accepted in the beloved —\phes. 1. 6. 


Wuewn Jacob was about to meet his offended brother Esau, he 
was greatly afraid and distressed. He sends a present to appease hie 
‘wrath before he durst venture into his presence. ‘ Peradventure he 
will accept of me,” says he, Gen. xxxii. 20. Now his hope was not 
founded on the affections of his brother, but upon the favour which his 
present should procure. He was not influenced by love, but fear and 
terror ; hence his expectation arose only toa peradventure. So itis 
natural for sinners to conceive of an act to an offended God. Instead 
of believing his gospel of free grace, and confiding in his messages of 
rich mercy in Christ, we are prone to think of sending presents, of 


doing something to pacify God’s wrath, and conciliate his love-to us, - 


Some terms of accommodation, some conditions of peace, we naturally 


think, and we hear many contend for, must be filled by us. This. 


notion keeps the soul always in suspense. It may flatter it with a 
peradventure, God will accept me; but there is not the least ground 
for hope of acceptance upon a human system. It springs from the 


corrupt reasoning's of man, is founded in the pride of nature, which 


ever rejects the faith of the gospel. - . Huan 
Happy for us, to “hear what God the Lerd will speak: for he will 
speak peace to his peopie, and to his saints,” Psalm Ixxxv. 8,—not 
. because of their prayers, tears, repentance, faith or obedience; but, 
for an infinitely higher cause than all these, even because he loved 
them, and hath made them accepted in his beloved Son, Jesus. Here 
are no legal Ifs and Peradventures ; but the certainty and assurance 
_ of free love and unmerited favor. This is the most blessed, stedfast 
‘anchor-hold of faith. Its language is not, What shall Ido to be ac- 
cepted ? but, How shall I please my God, who hath made me accepted 
in the beloved? In this way enly, God secures all the praise and glory 


of his own grace to himself. The belief of this expands the heart | 


with love, fires the soul with gratitude, excites to praise, and influ- 
ences to all true holiness. Hell may terrify with horror, the law 
work wrath in the conscience, a sight of sin cause us to tremble be- 
~ fore God ; but grace, the free unmerited favor of God in Christ Je- 
sus, that alone changes rebels to saints, subdues sin, mortifies lusts, 


Ariumphs over all the curse and ruin of the fell, and raises its happy - 


subjects to the exalted heights of salvation and glory. Happy those, 
who know and believe “Grace reigns through the righteousness of 
Christ unto eternal life,” Rom. v. 21. 

[ease, 
Content to be in Jesu’s debt for all ; Freed from law-debt, and blest with gospet 


At sovereign grace’s feet we prostrate fall, Our work is now our dearest Lord to please 


All glory to the Lord that grace is free, By living on him, as our ample stock, 
PMse never would itlight on guilty me, And leaning op him gs our potent rock. 


. 


aye. 


24 JANUARY Hl. . 
Jesus said, Ye know not what ye ask.—Mark. x. 38. 


Strrance ! what, Jame and John, two disciples of a despised and 
rejected Master, who had not where to lay his head, yet. dreaming of 


earthly pomp and worldly gr andeur, and petitioning for the highest 


pitch of worldly glory ? yes, nothing less than the right hand of pre- 
eminence, and the left hand of power, would suit them. Human na- 
ture, how earthly, carnal, and selfish! How low are we fallen! yet 
how lofty in pride! What are the best of men, when left to their own 


‘spirits? Truly, we know not what to PAY for, as we ought. Jesus, 
‘Master, instruct us, what we are called to! Teach us what to pray 


for. Let thy word, “ My kingdom is not of this world,” be ever 
uppermost in our minds ! 

Poor Baruch could not be honored of God, and commissioned to 
read the rell to the’princes of J udah, but he thinks, now I am some- 
body ; [have got in the way ef earthly honor and preferment. But 
his brother Jeremiah is sent to him, with this question and reproof, 
“ Seekest thou great things for thyseif? seck them not,” Jer. xvi. 5. 


How many distresses were brought upon the children of Israel by the_ 


mixed multitude that went.with them! So the swarms of corrupt 
lust, earthly affections, and carnal desires, which are found with us, 


_are ever opposing the glory of Jesus, and exciting us to seek that 


happiness, in nature and sense, which can only be found in the spirit- 
ual reign of Jesus, ‘in the heart. 

But so kind and gracious is our dear Saviour, that he crosses our 
wills, and denies our request, when contrary to our spiritual interest. " 
Thus in love he,answers our prayers : he withholds what we ask ; he 
gives what he knows is bestforus. If disciples ask what, i is unfit to 
receive, or unlawful to beg, shall we complain of God’s love if he de- 
nies ? Granting is not always the effect oflove. Ifso, Paul had been 
less loved than Satan. -Satan asked but once concerning Job, and his 
request was granted. Paul besought the Lord thrice, that the més- 
sengers of Satan might depart, yet was deniedin that. Yea, blessed 
Jesus thrice Prayed his Father that the cup might pass from him; 
bnt that could not be. The Lord delights in the prosperity of his 


- people; therefore withholdsno good thing from them. Not our judg- . 


ment, but his wisdom must determine this. We pray to be in the 
height of comfort, and on the pinnacle of joy. But love answers by 
keeping us in the safe vale of humility and self-abasement. Lord, 


what proud, aspiring creatures are we! enable us to ebey thee ! 


“‘ Humble yourselves urder the mighty hand of God,” 1 Pet. v. 6. 


Pm heard, when answer’d soonorlate Peace then my soul, for Christ knows best, © 
And heard, when Ino answer get : Either to give or to withhold : 
Yea, kindly answer’d when refus’d; On him still wait* on his word rest ;! 


By Jesuslov’d, when harshly us’d. Against thy fears be firm and bold. M, 


JANUARY 12, 25 


The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet 
_ like hind's feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine 
high places.~—Heb. iii. 19. 

‘ 

«“ TuE righteous are as bold as alion.”—Prov. xxviii. 1. The 
words of wisdom.are not like the pithy sayings of the Heathens, 
which merely describe states and things to which men never arrive 
nor enjoy; but they assure us, such and such has been, and’ stiil is 
the knowledge and experience of God’s saints. So children ot wis- 
dom are taught their privileges, and their souls are drawn out in 
prayer and diligence, that they may also partake of the fuiness of 
the blessings described. Whence is the boidness and courage of the 
righteous derived? See the young striping David, bow boldly he 
advances to the mighty giant Goliah, with an insignificant weapon in 
his hand, yet assured of success. For the faith of Omnipotence was 
in his heart, and these soul-encouraging words in his mouth, “1 come 
to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts.”—1 Sam. xvii. 45.. | 

. Faith receives all its courage and strength from its author, Jesus. 
It is armed with Omnipotence ; therefore he saith, “ All things are 
possible to him who believeth.’’*—Mark ix. 23. So Paul, “I can do 
all things.” Why? because he was a great apostle : No: prophets 
and apostles are all of one mind, even with the weakest believer: “It ~ 
is Christ who strengthens me.” “The Lord God is my strength.” 
Are our hearts weak and low, ready to sink and faint ¢ are our graces 
upon the decline? are our enemies strong, and our troubles increas- 
ed? To whom should we fly, but to our almighty God and Saviour, 
Jesus? For this very end he makes his’ dear- members “feet like 
hinds feet :° swift to run from danger, and to fly to him for safety ; 
so also “ to run the way of his commandments with great delight.” 

Such happy souls shall also walk with composure and comfort upen 
the high places of safety and security ; abeve the reach of their im- 
placable foes. O, those are sweet seasons, when we mount up with 
wings as eagles; soar aloft it the exercise of faith; dwell high in 
the contemplation of love; converse much with Jesus in glory, 
though on earth in the body. How safe are the people of Ged! how 
joyful should they be in faith ! how confident in hope! how fervent 
in love ! “For they shall dwell on high; their defence shall be the 
munition of rocks ; their bread shall be given them, and their waters: 
shall be sure.”—Isa. xxxiil. 16. 


Salvationis forevernigh | | And grace descending from on high, 
‘The souls that fear andtrust the Lord, Fresh truth and glory, shall afford. 


, ee JANUARY. 18: 


Iwill bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have. 
sinned against him, until he plead my cause and execute 
qedgment for me: he will bring me Sorth to the light, 
and I shall behold his righteousness.—Mucah vil. 9. 


‘Sry, though atoned for by the blood of Jesus, and through the 
“pith of this the soul be made holy and happy, yet dweileth in us. 
Hence all our griefs, our sufferings, our wretchedness. God’s judg- 
ments are sometimes secret, always just, ever in love to his own. 

Misery should never afflict us, if sin did net infect us. A good in- 
strument may be out of tune; the hand of a skiiful musician is ne- 
eessary to set it, and display its harmony and sound. God disci- 
plines by afflictions for our profit and his glory. The faith, pa- 
tience, and valor of God’s soldiers are best known in times of exer- 
‘cise : then how animating to view the love and trust to the faitnful- 
mess of acovenant God! To see a father’s love to the soul in the 
rod of his displeasure against sin, how supporting ! 1 will bear the 
chastisements of my Tather—my sins deserve them: yea wrath 
and hell is my desert: my mouth is stopped—I have nothing te 
plead—guilt silences me. . 

But see, hear, and rejoice, O soul. The church beholds a blessed: 
person. Who is that Ae she thinks upon and mentions? “ Until 
he plead my cause.” O it is the dear advocate Jesus, the ever pre- 
cious pleader for poor sinners. How reviving are the sacred pages? 
they ever testify of the blessed name, and soul-comforting work of 
Jesus! He never intermits in his plea for the life of the soul: he 

. prevails over the desert of sin by his atonement and prayers. Shortly 
_ he will speak destruction to all sin by the word of his power. 

In the mean time he sends his Spirit the Comforter, the third per- 
son inthe glorious Trinity. “ He will bring me forth to the light.” 
Here sec Old Testament faith in New Testament love. It is the 
Spirit’s office to bring souls out of the dark dungeon of nature’s sor- 
‘tows, to see Jesus the light of life. I shall behold his righteous- 
nes®.” Then it is aday of comfort after a night of distress. Is the 
righteousness of Jesus mine? am I righteous by that in the sight of 
God? Then truly it is in righteousness God dealeth with me, and 
‘will save me. This faith humbles the soul to the dust, strips it. of 
proud murmurings and self-righteous. pleas, and inspires it ‘with 
boldness at a throne of grace. This is the confident plea of faith ; 
“ for thy righteousness sake bring my soul out of trouble: Destroy 

vail them that afflict my soul, for J am thy servant,’ Psalm cxlili, 
hy Le. : 





| JANUARY 14, 27 
Love as brethren, Y Pet. iii. 8. -" 

Lovs without reason isa mad passion. Profession without love, 
is but “a sounding brass ora tinkling cymbal ; ,unmeuning oisgto 
ethers; unprofiting to him that makesit. Love is of God. It is 
that precious ointment that is poured forth from the Father of love 
upon the head of our spiritual Aaron, and runs down to the skirts 
of his garment, even upon all his brethren, the children of love. 
Love descends from God, through Jesus, to us, spreads itself among 
the brethren, and descends in grateful odours to the God of love. 

The prophet asks, “ Have we not ali one Father?” Mal. il. 10. 
Yes, saith our elder brother, “I ascend unto my Father, and your 
Father,” John xx. 17. Hence the holy spirit draws the image of 
Jesus, “the first born of the many brethren,” upon each of their 
souls ; and possesses them with the faith of Jesus. “ And whoso- 
ever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God; and every 
one that loveth him that begat, loveth him also that is begotten of oa 
him,” 1 Johnv. 1. Faith in Jesus is the band and cement of bro- 
therly love. Are we the brethren of Jesus, beloved and chosen by 
one Father, born again in the same Spirit, partakers of the same 
srace, heirs of the same promises, travellers to the same kingdom, 
and shall we not leve each other? Alas! alas! we mourn for the 
loss of health, substance, &c. but what greater cause is there to la- 
ment the loss of love amongst God’s dear children, Jesu’s. beloved | 
brethren ! : 

But we are all like Simeon and Levi, brethren in iniquity: and as 
with them, so anger and self-will is also found with us, Gen. xlix.. 
5, 6. Bothare the effect of pride, and are contrary to faith and love.« 
The question is not, Are we perfectly freed from every passion and 
temper contrary to love? Nor are we to expectthis from our brethren, 
God loves us not as sinless, but as he views us in Christ Jesus. De’ 
we really love the children of God.as such—love the members of.- 
Jesus purely for his sake ? Instead of indulging, do we curb and re- 
sist, watch and pray against our tempers, which are contrary to love?’ 
Thisisa blessed evidence, the root of leve is in. us. Let us be im- 
portunate wi th Jesus, that the fruits may abound more and more te 
the glory,of God, “ whom we love, because he first loved us.” 


Love lays her own advantage by Love is the grace that keeps her pow’r 
To seek her neighbour’s good : In all the realms above ; 
So God’s own Son came down to die, There faith and hope are known no qucze 


And bought ow: res with blesd. © But saings Srever love. 


98. | JANUARY 15. 
Mine iniquities are gone over my head ; as “g heavy bur- 
den they are too heavy for me.—Psalm xxxvill. 4. 


®Tuosr who think lightly of sin, and account ese dy tee 
thing, evidently shew that the god of his world hath blin te ei 
2 aint f Jesus, and hardened their hearts 
eyes to the infinite atonement 0 > a 
through the deceitfulness of sin; therefore they a by aes 
grief, and without feeling of godly sorrow for sin. en 
‘known in the‘heart, sin is truly abhorred, forsaken, and Tete 
But itis most distressing to the regenerate soul when the load of guilt 
"and the burden of sin are suffered to lie, day after day, upon = con- 
science. O the insupportable agony of sucha state, none know. but 
those who have experienced it! One would ask, Is not this contra- 
dictory to that comforting assertion, “ There is now no condemnation 
to them that are in Christ Jesus ?” Rom. vill. 1,—incensistent with 
that triumphant challenge, “ Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God’s elect?” Rom. viii. 33. No; for though charge and con- 
demnation for sin may be brought by Satan, the accuser of the bre- 
thren ; the law may condemn, and.our own spirits must confess we 
are sinners ; yet our covenant God hath no condemnation against us. 
For he hath laid all our iniquities upon Jesus ; and this is the full 
and free charter of his covenant concerning his children: « Their 
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.” 

Jesus is the only balm in Gilead, the only physician for ‘sin-dis- 
'‘tressed, sore burdened, heavy laden souls. We may seek rest, but 
all in vain, from any other object. Nothing can quiet and relieve 
the distressed soul but this one truth, Jesus hath actually bore, Jesus 
hath fully suffered, Jesus hath perfectly atoned for all the sins of his 
people ; so that the Lord has discharged all their sins, and will re- 
member no sin, no, not one sin against them, O when one beholds 
this general release, every debt crossed by Jesu’s blood, and God. 
acquitting from every accusation of law and conscience, then our 
souls return to their rest. This is the faith of God’s elect. So the 
Spirit bears witness.to Jesus. So he is glorified and delighted in, as 
« ae among ten thousand, and altogether lovely.” And while 
our hearts are kept simple, loving, faithful to him, we live upon his - 
grace, and feast upon his love ; and holy longings inspire our hearts 
that we may fully enjoy him in glory. O then, 


Sin, (my worst enemy before) 

Shall vex my eyes and ears no more ; 
My inward foes shall all be slain, 
Nor Satan bre 


Then shall I cee) and hear, and know 
AllI desir’d and wish’d below : - 
And ev’ry pow’r find sweet employ 


ak my peace again. In that eternal world of joy- 


a 


: JANUARY 16. 29° 
Se; hath God said, Ye shall not eat tof every tree of the 
garden : 2.—Gen, ili. 1: 


Ir is the grand master-piece of that wisdom which is he 
-senSual, devilish, to call in question the truth of God’s word ; to in- 
‘sinuate a doubt about it. But here appears more modesty even in 
Satan, than i in some of his servants ; for,he only puts a query upon 
it, whereas they absolutely deny and ridicule the truth of Jehovah. 
In the same way that the old serpent attacked and prevailed against the . 
innocence of our first parents, he still attempts to destroy the com- 
forts and oppose the holiness of God’s children by artful suggestions 
‘against the truth of God’s word. If he can but raise a doubt in our 
minds concerning what the Lord hath spoken, he strikes at the very 
foundation of our faith, hope, love, and obedience. As he abode not 
in the truth, he is a restless implacable enemy to the truth, and to 
every soul who embraces the truth as in Jesus. 

Really, one finds Satan like a laborious domestic chaplain, preach- 
ing in season, and out of season, in one’s ears: ‘Hath the Lord 
spoken this ? hath he forbidden that ? how can this doctrine be true ? 
it is so contrary to reason, so inconsistent with the nature of things ; 
you a child of God? you abeliever in Jesus? your sins atoned for by 
Jesus? your soul clothed with his righteousness and sanctified by his 
Spirit? Is not everlasting love mere imagination ? electing grace, the 
creature of fancy ? the safety and perseverance of the saints of Jesus, 
the whim of a heated brain? is Jesus the essentially true God? hath 
the Lord spoken so much against sin? doth he require so much 
strictness of life and holiness in walk as is contrary to the rest of the 
world, and exposes to their hatred and contempt? hath God said so 
and so ?? 

Thus with art and sophistry, he insinuates and puts onthe air of 
‘a candid disputant for truth. What did Eve get by listening to him, 
and conversing with him? rather, what did she not lose? even the 
life, the love, the joy, the peace of her soul. It is our wisdom not 
to parley with or study to answer Satan’s suggestions, but instantly 
to “resist him stedfast in the faith,” 1 Pet. v. 9; taking ape 
of the Spirit, the word of God, wherein is contained the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, being able to make us Wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus,”’ 2 — ibe 6. yt 


See how the prinee of darkness tries O thou my sun, and thow my shield, 


Allhis malicious arts ; My soul in safety keep ; 
THe spreads a mist around my eyes, Make haste, before mine eyes art seay’d 
And throws his fry darts. In death’s eternal sleep. 


Vor. I. D 


30 | JANUARY 17. | 
And all they in the synagogue. , when they heard, these 
things, were filled with wrath,——Luke iv. 28. 


Human nature, how low fallenin misery and wretchedness ? 
yet how high doth it rise in pride ! Though the meek Lamb of God 
is the preacher of sovereign grace and distinguishing love, yet ae 
wrath of man dares to exaltitself against his doctrine. Fury burst 
forth like fire, vengeance and resentment break the bounds of the 
law of God and man, and would have instantly put Jesus to death. 

_ Pride is the first-born of Lucifer: “ Ye shali be as gods,” hath 
tainted our whole nature with the cursed leaven, and will be the last 
enemy that is destroyed in us. Out of the abundance of pride in the 
heart, the mouth is opened against God’s sovereign grace, discrimi 
hating Jove, and divine dispensations “ Be still, and know that lam 
God.” is alesson the proud nature of man is averse to. “J will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom 
I will shew mercy,” Exod. xxxili. 19, though spoke from the ss 
mouth of the Lord, yet the hearts of sinners rise in wrath against it : 
they look with an evil eye upon the good pleasure of the Lord ; and 
dare challenge and call in question his truths, and his dealings with 
the children of men. vii 

Disciple, this day, a real likeness, a true picture of thy proud 
nature is presented to thy view. Behold thyself in thy proud breth- 
ren. See thy natural aversion to the sovereignty of God’s truths, 
and thy Saviour’s doctrines. All these worshipping Jews, priests 
as well as people, conceived wrath even in God’s house: yea, their 
_ teeming hearts were soon filled with it against Jesus, a man who 
told them the truth. ‘The histories of the Sareptan widow and 

__ Naaman the Assyrian, they were well acquainted with, but could not 
~ bear the doctrine of them. Good Hezekiah humbled himself for the 
_ pride of his heart, 2 Chron. xxxil. 26, do we feel the stirrings 
of italso? ©O what cause, what daily cause for his practice. Stout 
words proceed from unhumbled hearts. When our voices are heard 
on, high against God’s sovereign determinations, it is a sad proof 
nee hearts are not laid low witha sight und sense of being guilty 
before God. Those who challenge Ged’s purposes, have some plea’ 
- founded upon their own imaginary goodness. “ Be clothed with hu- 


mility ; for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the hum- 
ble,” 1 Pet. v. 5. 


Shall man reply against the Lord, 
And eall his Maker’s ways unjust ? 
‘The thunder of his dreadful word 
Can erush a thousand worlds to dust, 


But, O my soul, if truth so bright 
Should dazzle and confound thy sight, 
Yet still his written will obey, 

And wait the great decisive day. 


JANUARY 18. ey 


Search me, O God. and know my heart: try me and know 
my thoughts, and see if there be uny wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting.—Psaim cxxxix. 
23, 24. 


«“ He that doth the truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest that they are wrought in God,” John iii. 21. This 
is an infallible touchstone of true conversion, given by the Oracie of 
truth. “He that trusteth to his own heart isafool.” Prov. XXVIlL. 
26. Sincerity may be attended with diffidence. Sincere upright 

souls know they have to do with a heart-searching God : to him they 
appeal, and desire to be searched and tried by him. What avails 
the soul, to obtain a favorable opinion from our vain fellow-mor- 
tals, if we are conscious all isnot right within! What peace, what 
conifort, what joy, though men approve, and the soul itself be ever 
so confident, while conscience testifies my ways do not please the 
Lord, my walk is contrary to his will! True love to Jesus excites 
godly jealousy in the heart. Rint 
While in the flesh, we are ever exposed to deceit from a subtle 
foe, a deceitful heart, and an ensnaring world, yea and from false 
teachers also. Intricate paths may presenf—darkness may over- 
take—and Satan may thrust sore at the soul that it may fall, or be 
driven into by-ways of error and Wickedness. Here is the wisdom 
nd patience of saints when they cannot see their way, to cry to 
their guide. Jesus is the way—the only way—the way everlasting ; 
in which the saints in all ages walked to glory. Faith in’ Jesus is 
inconsistent with every wicked way. ‘(hough in our present state 
there is no entire freedom from sin, which dwelleth in us; conse- 
quently no perfection in righteousness performed by us: yet the 
more we abide in Jesus, the closer we cleave to him, the more sted- 
fastly we behold him, so much the more, through the grace of the 
holy Spirit, we shall be dead to sin and alive to holiness. We shall 
experience the ways of wisdom to be “ways of pleasantness, and 
all her paths to be paths of peace,” Prov. iii. 17. Thisis the end 
of simple-hearted, sincere souls, in their appeals ata ore graces 
that “ with open face, beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
they may be changed into the same image from glory to glory, even - 
as by the Spirit of the Lord,” 2 Cor. iii. 18° , 


His spirit purifies ourframe, -  _ O let thy grace surround me still, 
And seals our peace with God : And like a bulwark prove, 
Jesus and his salvation came To guard my soul from evry ill, 


By water and by blood. Secyy’d by sov'reign love. 


$2 _ JANUARY 19. aie 
if i continue in my word, then are ye my disciples inz 

deed.—John viil. 31. 
As mutual love subsists between Jesus and his believing mem~ 


bers, so'there is a mutual choice of each other. Hence, saith the. 


: St: As ; 
church, “1am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine, Saag vi. oF 
tion; every believer dwells in Christ, 


So also there is a mutual inhabita 
and Christ in him. This matter is only comfortably experienced by 
continuing inthe truth. For “ whosoever transgresseth, and abideth. 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God; he that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son,”? 2 John ix. 
Many profess to be disciples of Jesus in name. But what profit is 
this? If souls have not been sick of sin, alas, Jesus will.be a physi- 
cian of no value to them. If souls have not seen themseives lost, 
their state accursed, and their case hopeless and desperate, so that 
none but Jesus can restore and save them, they will but lightly 
esteem our Saviour. However precious Jesus is to others, he will 
be but little regarded by them. They may profess his word, but 
not being his disciples iia, they will not continue iong ; they will 
only follow him fora season. Ah, poor souls, how soon are they 
offended? Little things put them toa stand. Trifles turn them 
back. Temptations and trials prove what they are. Other objects 
engage their affections, and they presently fall quite away, and fol- 
low the Lamb no more. | * i 
Continuance in the truth is the touchstone of faith: thus only it is 
evidenced. Disciple, remember, “if thou comest to serve the Lord, 
prepare thy soul for temptation,” Eccles. il. 1; so surely as thou 
art a disciple in deed and in truth, thou must become a crucified 
servant of acrucified Lord. As thou hopest for the comforts. of 
faith, so expect the trials of faith, and the exercise of patience. 
Thou must abide the tribulations of J esu’s word, as well as its conso-. 
lations. The master deceives none. He tells us what we are to ex- 
pect ; every thing grievous to flesh and blood. But blessed be his 
gracious name and precious love, he hath bid us “fear not,” and 
hath given us the most comfortable assurances. “I have redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou 
‘passest through the water (of affliction) I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers (deep and overwhelming distress) they shall not 
overflow thee ; when thou walkest through the fire (fiery darts of 
Satan, hot temptations within, and burning malice of men without) 
thou shalt not be burnt; (like the burning bush, thou shalt not be 
consumed) neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” (Thou shalt, 
be fire-pr oof.) Why all this safety in the midst of such danger? 
Most joyful reason ! « For T am the Lord thy God, the Holy Onewf 
Ferael, thy Saviour,” Isa. xlili. 1, 2, 3. 


_ JANUARY 20. 33 
Thus saith the Lord, Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
~ man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart de- 
 parteth from the Lord.~—Jer. xvi. 5. - 


Ir is very remarkable, after the prophet pronounces the curse 
nf confiding in the flesh, and the blessedness of trusting in the Lord, 
he immediately adds, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked,” Jer. xviii. 9.. Hence we may infer, that the 
poison of pride, vain confidence in the flesh, and self-righteous hopes, 

; may lurk under the most exalted pretensions to piety, holiness, and 
perfection. This matter calls for great care and circumspection. 

y. “As many as are of the works of the law (who in any wise seek to 

_ be made righteous by doing) are under the curse,” Gal. iii. 10. 

- Think not this contrary to the holiness of God to’ pronounce such to 
be cursed, as though the Lord did not hate sin, and love and approve 

. true holiness. No: but such deceive their own souls, and flatter 
themselves in their own sight. They dishonor the pertection of 
God’s law, by bringing down its purity and spirituality to a level 
with their own works and obedience. They reject the righteousness 
of Jesus, deny the faith of him, look to their own holiness, trust in 
themselves that they are righteous, confide in the power of the flesh, 
and so their hearts depart from the Lord. Pride and self-exalting is - 
at the bottom of all this. As they appeal to the law, they must go to 
the law, and hear its sentence, which sounds nothing but ES and 
—— and hell. 

’ These are, precious evangelical words of Luther: ‘So we teach 
and comfort the afflicted sinner. Brother, it is not possible 1 for thee 
to become so righteous as to feel no sin at all. In that thou dost feel 
and acknowledge ‘it, it is a good token ; give thanks to God. Christ 
healeth them that are broken in heart, and saveth sinners. Follow 
not the judgment of reason, which'telleth thee, Christ is angry with 
sinners; but kill reason and believe in Christ, and the sin which re- 
maineth in thee is pardoned for Christ’s sake, in whom thou believest, 
whose righteousness is thy righteoushess; and thy sin is his. ‘sin. 
Every christian is an high priest. This is the daily sacrifice of the 
New Testament, which must be offered up. The evening sacrifice is 
to kill reason: the morning sacrifice is to glorify God.’ On Gal. iii. 

6. ee is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose bape the 


Lord is,’ edi Xvil. 7. 


Iam the man who stood aceurst : But Jesus, Lord, what hast thou done ? 
_ My heart departed from the Lord : Turn me, a proud self-righteous foe, 
Flesh was my arm, pride was my lust: To trust in thee, and thee alone, 


My just deserts to be abhgrr’d.- And all my former hopes forego. M. 


7 


| 34 JANUARY 21. 


Let us go forth unto him without the camp, bearing his 

reproach.—-Heb. xi 13. a ra 

Tue profession of Jesus is easy to nature. There is nothing 

irksome.to the flesh in being called # chrisuan. But to know Jesus 
in heart, to confess him with the tongue, and to follow him in ae 
life, will ever expose us to reproach and Toda g3 But if, oe 
Philip, we have really found that blessed zm of tea in oh an 
the prophets wrote, we must, we shail speak of him to others. We 
ghall esteem Jesus our beloved as our richest treasure. Ou r hearts 
and affections will be going out after him. Moses’ choice will be 
ours : “We shall esteem the reproaches of Christ greater riches than 
_ the treasures of Egypt.” But fleshiy wisdom 1s contrary to all this. 
That ever prompts, ‘ Save thyseli—take care of thy good name— 
fear, lest that be cast out as evil—beware of thy character—go not 
too far, thou wilt sustain damage In the camp of this world, ia 
pleasures, and honors are enjoyed. Study th- ‘appy mean. Thou 
mayest hold with the world, and yet not quit Jesus.’ Nay, bat thou 
canst not love and serve two such contrary masters : thou wilt soon 
grow tired of one or the other. The inward glory and peace of Jesus 
will not, cannot be enjoyed but while the heart’ und affections are 
placed on him. The faith of Jesus is contraty to the world, it can- 
not be reconciled to‘its vain customs atid siniul maxims. Nay, faith 
is the victory that overcometh the world. ‘The worid is an enemy’s 
camp. A despised Nazarine is the christian’s glory. To bear his 
reproachisour highest honor. 

The heaven-born soul, though like a captive imprisoned in flesh, 
_yet hath free access to Jesus by faith. So it endures present re- 
proaches, secing him that is invisible. And do we hope for future 
sight, and eternal fruition of him who endured the cross and despised 
the shame for us? Let us take and bear his cross; despised disciples 
Jet us be. Look down on the world with contempt. Look up to 
Christ with joy. Go forth to meet him in love, O soul. Kemember, 
ever bear on thy mind, Jesus went forth cheertuily to meet ail his 
conflicts and agonies for us. It is but © little while ere we shall ga 
forth from the body “ to meet the Lord 1. the air, and so shail we be 
_ever with the Lord, 1 Thess.iv. 17. 


2 
When I can read my title clear Should earth against my soul engage, 
To mansions in the skies, And hellish darts be hurl’d, i 
‘I bjd farewell to ev’ry fear, Then can I smile at Satan’s rage, 
And wipe my weeping eyes. _ And face a frowning world. 


| _ SANUARY ‘29. A gs 
Por his anger endureth but a moment ; in his Savor is life. 
Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 

morning.—Psalm xxx. 5. 0 ‘ 


Verity here is a glorious assemblage of comforting truths like 
a reviving cordial of rich compounds to enliven drooping spirits. 
Too, too often do God’s children judge of their Father’s love, from 
corruptideas.. ‘Through the carnality of their natures, the depravity 
of their judgment, the weakness of their faith, the uncertainty of their 
frames and feelings, and the artful insinuations of Satan, their loving 
Father is considered as an implacable being, fuil of wrath and anger 
against them. But this is contrary to God’s revelation of himself in 
Christ Jesus as a God of Love. So also is it injurious and hurtful to 
the souls of, the faithful ; for it damps their love, distresses their 
spirits, deadens the exercise of their graces, and hinders their increase 
in holiness; the essence of which is founded in the love of God. 
Therefore such views come not from Ged. But thus Satan gains an 
advantage, and triumphs over poor souls, with, ¢‘ There, there, so 
would Ihave it~ oy RG) 

What can the soul do? whither can he fly? what course can he 
take? All legal efforts are vain—creature acts ineffectual—from self 
and nature no hope can spring. What can he think? Truly stand 
amazed that he is out of hell. He cannot sink Jower in his views of 
himself, than what his just deserts are. But never so miserable can 
he be in his own sight, but the grace of God in Christ Jesus is all- 
sufficient to afford hope and help. In nature’s despair, grace tri- 
umphs. A sense of momentary anger heightens returning favor. 
The joy of the morning is improved by a past night of sorrow. God 
ever rests unchangeable in his love to his people. This is the essence 

_ of gospel grace and truth. That we vary and fluctuate in our appre- 
hension of his love, is natural to our very existence, as old and new 
creatures. “ But we have a more sure word of prophesy, whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth ina dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts,” 
9 Peter i.19. “Lhe testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophesy,” 
Rev. xix. 10. 2 


How will the pow’rs of darkness boast My heart shall feel thy love, and raise 


if but one praying soul be lost ! My cheerful voice to songs of praise. — 
But I have trusted in thy grace, ‘ 7 
And shall again behold thy face. _ Thy anger but a moment stays- 

Thy love is life and longth of days; “ 
Whate’er my fears or foes suggest, Tho’ grief and tears the night employ, 


"Fhou art my hope, my joy, my rest ; Thou, Morning-Star, rester’st my jOy- 


36 JANUARY 23. 

0 my God, my soulis cast down within me; therefore 
will Tremember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the 
Hermonites, from the hill Mizar.—Psalm. xlu. 6.. 


In times of dejection and distress, the thoughts of a dear, friend, 
who has comforted us in times past, tend to alleviate the mind. If 
we are assured of ‘his love to us, we question not his readiness e 
assist us. So under the affecting loss of a dear brother, Martha 
addresses the Saviour, “‘ Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died,” John xi. 21. — j 

Inexpressible blessedness, to live in a holy familiarity with the 
Ged of love ! How-simple are David’s words! how freely doth he 
pour out his complaints, and tell God of his sorrows ! though his 
‘soul was bowed down within him, heaviness of mind beset him, the 
sweet sunshine of joy was overcast by the dark cloud of sorrow, yet 
faith’s piercing eye looks through all. Regardless of his own frames 
and feelings, he has direct recourse to God. 

O my God, how sweet, how animating are appropriating views 
to the soul! Though east down, though dejected in self, and all 
within heightens the gloom, yet all above is hopeful and encourag- 
ing. Though no confidence about us, yet Jesus is before the throne 
for us. ¢I will not, I cannot, I dare not forget this. Rejoice not 
over me, O mine enemy; I will still remember my God! my thoughts 
shall be yet towards him ; my hope is in him; my expectations from 
him. Though it is now dark, I will remember past times of light and 
love. ‘Though now bowed down, yet my God has been the lifter-up 
of my head. The light of his reconciled face in Jesus hath shined 
upon me. . Clouds may intercept my joyful views of this, but’not ~ 
prevent his sight of me, nor turn away his love from me. My case 
is before him. My soul lies open to his view. The times of refresh- 
ing shall come from his presence. He rests in his love.’ Such are 
the reasoning's of faith. Departed saints’ experience should encourage 
living saints’ confidence. Cast down, mourning souls, when they 
enjoy not God’s comforts, should meditate on his loving purposes, 
rich promises, and free grace in Christ Jesus ; holding fast by the 
word of his truth, “God is faithful, by whom ye were called into the 
fellowship of his son Jesus Christ our Lord,” 1 Cor. i. 9. 


Amidst temptations sharp and long | The gospel bears my spirit up; 
My soul to this dear refuge flies : A faithfal and unchanging God 
Hope is my anchor firm and strong, Lays the foundation for my hope 
While tempests hlow and bitlews rise, Tn oaths, and promises, and blood. 


JANUARY 24, ‘37 


Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is secairhinte 
. John xvii. 17. . 


Tuus prayed, our great High Priest on earth. What he asked 
in his humiliation, is founded upon the word and will of his Father ; 
and he hath power to effect in his exaltation. Hence we have the 
fullest assurance of the perfect sanctification of all his members. 
Hence the desires and breathings of souls after holiness are encour- 
aged ; and the prayers of the faithful gather the strongest confidence 
of success. ’ ’ 

While our beloved expresses his affectionate concern for his peo- 
ple’s salvation, we see an equal regard for the honor and glory of 
his Father’s word. Love for holiness, and love of the truth are in- ° 
separable As the gospel prevails in the heart, holiness is increased. 
It is first life, then liveliness in the soul: it is the ministration of 
the Spirit in the sanctification of the spirit. Whatever working | 
we find of the Spirit in the heart, itis by the word of truth. The 
life of believers is from Christ, who is the /ruth ; therefore in- 
creasing light, refreshing comforts, stronger affections shall abound, 
and all by that same law of grace and truth, whereby the soul was 
at first converted to the faith of Jesus. “The law oi the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul, making wise the simple, rejoicing the 
heart, enlightening the eyes,” Psalm xix. 7, 8. vin 

There is a peculiar glory in the order of salvation, “God hath 
chosen us from the beginning (before the foundation of the world) 
to salvation.” But how is this made manifest? only “ through sanc- 
tification of the spirit, and belief of the truth,” 2 Thess. ii. 13} 
Thus faith and holiness flow from electing love. So every word of 
God’s truth is prized; and the fulfilment of every promise is ex~ 
pected. We love the truth, because it discovers God’s most ancient 
jove to us in Christ: it reveals Christ’s righteousness to us for 
our justification; revives our hearts with the knowledge of pardon 
by his blood, and the certainty of full sanctification and perfect glory 
through his intercession. ~ So Jesus prayed—so we believe-—so poor 
sinners are saved. Saved, unspeakable mercy! saved from the 
power of sin and the prevalence of pride. Happy the heart where 
the love of holiness prevails agreeable to the word of truth. Dread- 
ful delusion ! when the truth is held in unrighteousness ; or zeal for 
holiness is contended for, while the truths of electing love, -Christ’s _ 
righteousness, his members’ certain salvation are opposed and de- 
nied. Glory to the Father for his everlasting love. Glory to‘Jesus 
for his justifying righteousness and atoning blood. Glory to the 
Spirit ; for his sanctifying influences will ever be ascribed to them by 
truly sanctified hearts. “What God hath joined together, let ne 
man put asunder,” Matt. xix, 6. ; 

Vou. I. E 


38 | JANUARY 25. 
Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he 
hath, he cannot be my disciple —Luke xiv. 33. 


«“ Marve not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again,” 
saith Christ—John iii. 7. ‘Ihe biessed effects of this spiritual birth 
will be evident in the life. Earthly objects will be forsaken : .hea- 
venly ones prized. Jesus will be chosen as our beloved master and 
only hope. He being esteemed our treasure, our hearts will be with 
him, our affections towards him ; and it.wili be our chiefest delight | 
to hear his voice, and to follow him in the regeneration. Coming 
to Christ, is turning our backs upon the “ lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the’eye, and the pride of life,” By the faith of Jesus we renounce 
and forsake all these things as our curse and shame. The clearer 
views we have of Christ’s glory, and the stronger our faith is in 
him, so much the more we become dead to all things beside him. 
Thus it is mainfest who are the disciples of Jesus Their master so 
teacheth them. We have need to pray daily, Sun of righteousness, 
shine brighter on our minds! Lerd, increase our faith! For the 
flesh, with its affections and iusts, still abide with us; and as the 
life of Jesus increaseth through faith in the heart, so shall we more 
and more’ groan under whatever is contrary thereto. The victory is 
obtained only through faith. In its nature very simple, but in its 
fruits and effects most comprehensive. For hereby we enjoy more 
happiness and comfort in ‘Christ, than all that this present world can 
give us. Ye sons of earth, ye disdain us; we pity you. As ye are 
now, so once were we. We enjoyed your carnal gratifications, end 
feasted on your vain delights too, too long. We confess it, and 
grieve for it. Now we have found Jesus. We have another anda 
better life. In divine pleasures, spiritual joys from Christ, and 
sweet communion with him, we anticipate future glory. We enjoy 
a heaven of comfort in a world of sorrow. Therefore, in forsaking 
all, we gain all. In following Jesus, though peiiiful and grievous 
to the flesh, yet it is consolation and joy to the life of our souls. 
Experience will ever prove, that he who walks most by faith, will 
be the most comfortable disciple. He who lives hearest Christ in 
faith, will follow him closest in love ; and consequently keep at the 
 Breatest distance from the world’s vain pleasures, and the carnal 
delights of the flesh, « If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but 


if ye, through the spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live,” Rom. vill. 18, 


Mistaken souls that dream of heay’n, 
And make their empty boast 

Of inwaid joys and sing forei’n 
Ww hile they are slaves ef lust! 


Faith must obey their Father’s will, 
As wellas trust his erace ; 
A par@ning God is jealous still 
_ Bor his ewn holiness, , 


JANUARY 26. 39 


Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in aue 
tume —1 Yim u. 6. 


TuE gospel ‘s quite sufficient to answer every objection, and 
to silence every cavil against saivation by Christ. Lis sucrea oracie 
we are to consuit day after day. Do we ask, Why are airy suuners 
saved? It assures us God.iiatn loved them; this is the c use. If 
we enquire how God doth save them ‘ {t telis us, It is ma way of 
strict justice, consistent with the honor of Guu’s law, the percc- 
tion of his righteousness, holiness, and truth. Thereiore redeiup- 
tion is, by stipulated price, the biood of the covenant, the precivus 
blood of Christ as a Lamb without spot. Do we seek to kiow wno 
are the redeemed of the Lord? Jesus assures us “he gave ius ilic a 
ransom for many,” Matt. xx. 28—even ior ai whom the bauer 
hath given him. ; 

The word of God mentions no one in particular; but scts forth 
salvation in general and extensive terms—it is exuctiy SULLCG io the 
most:vile and accursed state of sinners—it 1s peviectiy sutlicicnt to 
relieve the mind, encourage hope, forbia despair, uuder a sense of 
the ‘most complicated sins and accuniwatea guilt ol iost, wretched, 
and undoétie souls; for the ransom oi Jesus 1s sutlicicnt, ts aii-SUtii- 
cient. The price he paid for our redemption is IWiiy EqUIVaiehL CO 
satisfy for all-our transgressions, and to answer evely demand of 
law and justice. \ To this very end Christ gave himsei. So is ne 
testified of in the gospel of grace. nis essential and Lnportant 
enquir, Have I redemption im the biovd oi Christ, even the tor- 
giveness of my sins? is wiso explicitly answered—tor “ hie that be- 
lieveth, shali be suved”—“ he is jusuiica from ait things.” ‘Lius 
the Holy Ghost testifies in the word. Wuere this 1s received aud 
believed in the heart, the same Spirit aso bears witness to it with 
our spirits. And the faith of God’s elect 1s evidenced, by brmging 
forth the fruits of the Spirit. 

There isa time, a due time, when Christ shall be thus testified of 
to the souls of all God’s chosen. The ransom-price bemg paid, he 
will set the captives free, and “ say to the prisoners, go turth; to 
them that are in darkness, shew yourselves. ‘Lhey shail feed in tue 
ways (of light and truth); and their pastures shall be in all nigh 
places (even the mountains of consolation and the hills of joy). 
‘They shall not hunger nor thirst (ater any other hope but Jesus): 
neither shall the heat, nor the sun smite them ; (trials and aiilietions. 
shall profit them); he that hath mercy upon them shall lead them : 
(they shall not be left to walk in their own crooked ways): but by the 
‘springs of water (of refreshment and holiness) shail he guide 
them,” Isa, xlix. 9,10, 


40 . JANUARY 27. 
And Jesus said unto them, when ye pray, say, Our Father, 
which art in heaven, &e.—Luke x1. 2. 


Farrn in the heart excites prayer from the lips. So the faith 
of God’s elect manifests itself, It cometh from :he Lord the Spirit, 
By it the soul is led to Jesus the mediator ; and by him to God the 


Father. So each person in the Godhead is known, worshipped, and 


glorified by believing souls. While we see and feel nothing of our 


misery and wants, no marvel prayer is an irksome task. From a 
sight of ourselves, and the knowledge of Jesus, we come to him 
daily with simplicity of heart, Master, teach us to pray 1 it is the 
highest honor, the sweetest privilege, the most blessed exercise of 
the soul to draw nigh to God. What greater on earth than to come 
to the throne of the King of kings? And chat fear and shame may 
not beset and keep us back, knowing our vile nature and: sinful 
practice, hear our Lord and Saviour’s encouraging direction, “ When 
ye pray, say, Our T'ather,” &c. 

And can it be, that I, a child of wrath by nature, a son n-of perdi- 
tion by sin, a vassal and slave of Satan by practice, and accursed by 
the holy law ; can it be that God will own me; hear me, and bless me 
as his child? Yes; grace triumphs over nature’s deserts ; love glories 
over creature’s demerits. The lips of truth have said it, and who 
shall dare reverse it? By the sword of the Spirit slay the unbelief 
of thy heart. What ra hath taught his disciples to cali God, that 

he is to them. As Jesus is the Saviour of ail men, but especially 

of them that believe, so God is the Universal Parent of aii; but in 
an especial manner, the Father of all the dear members of his be- 
loved Son. A Father by covenant love, by election of grace—by 
precious promise—by strict justice. A Father in holiness and truth, 
because of the suretyship of Jesus—the righteousness of Jesus— 
the atonement of Jesus—the holiness of Jesus. And the weakest, 
feeblest member in the faith of Christ, possesseth Jesus, with all 
his blessings, as man and mediator. Hence God is their Father : 
He loveth them with complacency and delight. The paternal affec- 
tions of his heart yearn over them. Children’s hearts should con- 
tinually be drawn out to their Father in holy affection, fervent 
‘desires, and humble confidence. Nothing doubting, but gathering 
all confidence of hope, as being taught by Jesus, “In whom we 
have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him,” 
Eph. iii. 12. 


Lord I address thy heav’nly throne ; There shed thy choicest loves abroad, 
Call me a child of thine} And make my comforts strong ; 
Send down the Spirit of thy Son Then shall I say, My Father, Ged, 


To form my saul divine, ' With an unwar’ring tongue. 


JANUARY 28.) AL 


Ye have need of patience ; that after ye have done the will 
of God, ye might receive the promise.—-Heb. x. 36. 


_ Arg the christian’s exercises great, and his patience small? 
Yet can he ever be at a loss to know by whom this grace is increased? 
“Verily the Lord he sérveth_is “the God of patience,” Rom. xv. 5. 
Hath he need of patience? Hear the Comforter’s declaration, by 
St. Paul: “My God shall supply all your need, according to his 
riches in glory.” Mind, disciple, this is covenant mercy; there- 
fore, with every other grace it comes through a Mediator: hence 
it is added, « by Jesus Christ,” Phil. iv. 19, “ Wedo the will of 
God when we believe on the name of his Son Jesus, and love one 
another,” 1 John iii. 23  “ And all the promises are in Christ 
Jesus, yea and amen,” sure and certain to every believing soul. “ By 
faith we have the earnest of eternal life.” “ Having received the 
first fruits, the harvest shall follow in due season.” But there are 
- many conflicts to be engaged in, a great sight of afflictions to be en- 
dured on earth, before we shall be crowned in glory; therefore, pa= 
tience isnecessary. Patience must have its perfect work. By faith 
we stand—by patience we endure. Believing, we look forward in 
hope ; this brings patience in sufferings. \ 
But Satan has a very poignant dart, which he dared to cast at Jesus; 
ne marvel that he shoots it against us also—“ If thou be the Son of 
God,” why doth thy loving Father suffer such distress and affliction 
to fallon thee? Faith can answer, Allis my Father’s will: All ‘is 
from his love—all shall be to his glory ; ‘and all sball be forthe good 
and profit of my soul. I cannot doubt his love—I dare not murmur 
against his dispensations—I desire patience wider all—I will not cast 
away my co: filence—time is short—sufferings are but for a mio- 
ment—eternity is near—afflictions are not worthy te be compared 
“with the glory that shall be revealed in us. Through Jesus, we 
have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.” “ We glory in tribulation, knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience,” Rom vi. 2, 3. “ Yet a little 
while, and he that shall come will come, and willnot tarry. Now 
the just shall live by faith,” Heb. x. 37, 38.. Christ accomplisheth 
the most glorious things in us by degrees. Patience must endure 
the whole military exercise. It is as necessary as faith to the enjoy- 
ment of the promised inheritance. “ Through faith and patience we 


shall inherit the promises,’? Heb. vi. 12. 


- If smiling merey crown our lives, 
Its praises shall be spread ; 
And we'll adore the justice too ) ; 

That strikes our comforts dead, 


Tis God that lifts our comforts high, 
Or sinks them to the grave ; 

He gives, and (blessed be his name) 
He takes but what he gave. 


_ That faith may echo back the sound 


as JANUARY 29. 
He that believeth on him, is not condemned.—John iii. 8. — 


Dost thou believe on the Son of God‘ is the most important 
question in the world. Faith in Jesus is tae “one tuimg needfui.” 
Without this the day of life is a state of sin and coudemnation. 


‘The night of death, fullof terror; and the day of judgment, most 


dreadful. It cannot be otherwise. »,As we are all malefactors, under 
the sentence of the law, the thoughts of execution must be most — 
alarming. But ‘what the eye doth not see, the heart doth not rue,’ 
Sin naturally blinds men’s eyes, hardens their hearts ; and vain seif- 
righteous hopes deceive their souls into an insensibility of their 
undone state. 

What a special mercy to know one’s self! what distinguishing 
grace to know Jesus! what peculiar favor to know one is delivered 
from condemnation by him! This is the joyful privilege of every 
believer. Though the law condemns him asa transgressor, yet God 
doth not impute sin, but imputeth righteousness unto him: a righte- 
ousness which is equivalent to every demand of the law; even the 
perfect righteousness of the ever-blessed man and mediator Jesus, 
our brother, our surety in the flesh. ‘Lherefore we are not con- 
demned. 

Sin cannot condemn us; it is all atoned for by the blood of Jesus. 
The law cannot coademn us; that is satisfied : yea more, itis mag- 
nified and made honourable by the obedience of the God-man J esus, 


- More so than it could have been by all the obedience of a world of 


innocent spotless saints, or of the whole company of the heavenly 
host of angels and archangels. The justice of God canuet con- 
demn us: for what charge can the. strictest justice bring against 
arighteous person? God’s faithfulness and truth cannot condemn, 
they are engaged in the behalf of the righteous. God is faithful 
and just to forgive us ;” and his love and mercy embrace such on 
every side ; for the righteous Lord iloveth righteousness. 

Loe, thus is the man blessed that believeth in Jesus: Righteous in 
Christ, through faith ; yet not faith, but Jesus is his righteousness. 
By faith he ever glories in Jesus as his allin all. He that abides 
in Jesus, enjoys—what ? perfect freedom from the being of sin? 
No. But this blessedness, perfect freedom from all condemnation 
for sin. He brings forth fruit to the giory of God ; he is-an heir of 
ie the inheritance among them who are sanctified by the faith which 
isin Jesus,” Acts xxvi. 18, 


What thou hast spoken in thy word, 


Who shall condemn? Faith b ldly eri 
Apply unto my eohscience, Lord ; “apacaies 


Thave a friend beyond the skies : 
j le If Satan, sin, and law beset 
And tte, and joy, and peace abound, My surety doth from all eure M. 


JANUARY 3:0. ; 43 


The wicked flee when no man pursueth; but the righteous 
are bold as a lion.—Prov. xxviii. L. 


WatcuFruL and BoLp, is the christian’s motto. Watchful te 
avoid sin ; bold, to resist the enemies of his soul. For he is engaged 
in a righteous cause, animated by righteous hopes, made righteous 
by arighteous Lord; from whofn he derives all his strength and 
courage. “In Jehovah (Jesus) have I righteousness and strength,” 
Isa. xlv. 24. This is the glorying of his soul. Not his own 
inherent strength, nor his own personal righteousness, are the cause 
of his fortitude, but the arm of Jehovah is his shield, and the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus is his breast-plate of defence against every 
enemy. Being cleansed from guilt by the blood of Jesus, and 
clothed with his righteousness, by faith the soul experiences a 
holy boldness at a throne of grace—appeals against the fury of the 
enemy and oppressor—and finds supplies of strength in every time 
of need. This is the life of faith. So believers grow strong (not 
in conceit’of what they are in themselves, but) “ strong in the grace 
which is in Christ Jesus—strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might.” ; ; 

Thus righteousness inspires with courage and boldness. Such is 
the comfort of faithful souls. All the glory is due to Jesus, from 
whom the Spirit of love, power, and of a sound mind, is giver 
unto his righteous children. The action of Joseph of Arimathea, Is 
recorded with an emphasis upon his courage: “ He went in boldly” 
to Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus,’ Mark xv. 43. Here 
- was boldness in the midst of danger—an act of faith, in the face of 
foes—a token of love, without fear or shame of the greatest ene- 
mies to Jesus. But.“ he was waiting for the kingdom of God.” 

«“ The boldness of Peter and John astonished the Jewish sanhe- 
drim, who took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus,” 
Acts iv. 13. Have we been with Jesus, in the faith, of ‘our souls? 
Are we waiting for the coming of his kingdom ? Shall we then be 
afraid of the worms of the earth ! ? ashamed of our Master, his cross, 

or his ways? Forbid it, Lord! inspire our souls with boldness, that 
with David we may triumph: The Lord is my light and my salva- 
tion, whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life, of 
whom shall I be afraid? Though an host shall encamp against me, 
mine heart shall not fear; though war should rise against me, ip 
this will I be confident,” Psalm xxvii. 1, 3. | 


Is Jesus my almighty king? _ This makes me bold before his throne, 
Doth he forbid my fear? | Yea bold my foes to tace ; 

What foes shall put my soul to flight ? I flee to Christ----Lord, make me stand, 
His righteowsness I wear. By thine almighty grace. M. 


ae JANUARY 31. 
Christ's houseare we. if we hold fast the confidence, and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.—Heb. i. 6. 


h its furniture—the ark of the covenant—. 


Te tabernacle, wit 
- e appointed by Jehovah to shew 


the institution of sacrifices, &c. we? bby 
the nature of his house—to tipify God’s dwelling in the human na- 
ture of Jesus—his sacrifice for and special presence with the howtos 
hold of faith. David asks, “Lord, who shall dwell with ‘thee! 
Psalm xv.1. The answeris, Only those whose hearts are furnished 
with thé graces of Jesus, and whose lives evitlence it. 1 

It bespeaks a person’s propriety of and delight of residence in a 
house, when he adoriis and furnishes it. This Jesus doth by the 
hearts of all his members. He is our brother in flesh. He complies 
with his own command, When thou lettest a servant go free, “ thou 
shalt furnish him liberally,” Deut. xv. 14. Out of the fulness of 
Jesus, most liberally, his members receive grace for grace. Hence 
they have the confidence of faith, the rejoicing of hope. 

But why doth the apostle put an IF here ? Is it to weaken our cons 
fidence and damp our joys, as though Jesus was not faithful to us ? 
or that our own efforts could make salvation more secure than his 
blood and righteousness have ? Isitto keep us always in a state of 
diffidence and uncertainty? Far from it; this would counteract the 
grace of Jesus, weaken faith and hope in him, and strengthen the 
pride and vain glory of us sinners, as though Jesus was the founda- 
tion, but our own arm, our own faithfulness was to raise the super- 
structure, and bring forth the head-stone of salvation with shout- 
ings, not of grace, grace to him; but glory, glory to us. Most 
detestable thought! ~ < 

We are assured that all those whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life, shall enter into his glory, Rev. xxi. 27. . There 
are no Ifs, no doubt of this. But who is of that happy number? 
This we can only know by the Spirit given unto us, whereby we 
eleave unto Jesus, in heart, and affection, as our only hope; re- 
nounce both the righteousness and sinfulness of the flesh, and con- 
tinue to hold fast and persevere in the faith of the gospel; “and — 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called,’ Eph. iv. 1. 
“Wherefore, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure; for if: ye do these things, ye shall never fall,”” 
2 Peti i710. ee 


Hold fast your trust, retain your hope, AM of thy house shall persevere, 


Jn spite of Satan and of sin; ” They of thy fulness shall partake : 
_ Thus honor Christ your Saviour’s word, Thy word is try’d, thy promise sure, 
Till you his glorious kingdom win. ° Thou, Lord, thine own wilt ne’er 


forsake. M. 


FEBRUARY 1. Ad 


Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself, and let him be your 
. fear, and let him be your dread.—\sa. viii, 13. 


In consequence of a blessed union between Jesus and his believ- 
ing members, the word discovers the sweet concord and delight 
that mutually subsists in the heart to each other. Thus of old it 
is declared, “ The Lord’s portion is his people,” Deut. xxxii. 9, 
And the church claims J esus under the same appellation , “ The Lord ; 
is my portion, saith my soul,” Lam. iii 24. « Ye shall be to mea 

“holy nation,” Exod. xix. 6. “I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them,” saith our gracious Immanuel. . Therefore, such highly 
favored souls are called to the most special and peculiar service on 
earth ere they attain the perfect enjoyment of Jesus in glory. What 
‘More exalted pitch of honor, than for creatures of a day to sanctify 
the Lord of the heavenly hosts, the Lord of the armies of the whole. 
earth ?, r < 
Is Jesus the Lord thy God? worship thou him; give him. the 
glory due unto his name. The heart is his temple; there sanctify 
thy Lord. Separate every idol of. self-righteousness, every vain 
pretension, every boasted plea for mercy, but what is in Jesus, and 
flows through him. Spurn from thee all: things else as detestable, 
that would rival Jesus, detract from his glory, or cast a veil over 
his finished salvation, by the life of his obedience, and the ‘blood of 
his atonement. o . 
“ Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice,” Phil. iv. 4 
—but rejoice with trembling ; for the Lord our God is a holy God. 
Fear his frown, dread his‘displeasure, stand inawe of his majesty 
_ daily. The righteousness, the peace, the joy of the soul is from 
him; therefore thy heart should be ever towards him—thy eye 
‘looking up to him—thy affections placed upon him—thy hahds la- 
bouring to work those things which are well-pleasing in his sight— 
and thy feet running the way of his commandments with delight, 
But, who is sufficient for these things? From daily experience we 
are constrained to confess, “ when I would do good, evil is present 
with me.” This is humbling, but not discouraging. Thy Master 
knows thy compound state—the desire to good is from him—the evil 
from thyself. Inspired Paul is upon a level with the weakest belie- 
ver, alike naturally-prone to evil, destitute of inherent power; but 
yet saith he, “I can do all things through Christ, who strengthen- 
eth me,” Phil. iv. 13. This is the daily exercise of faith, to oppose 
Christ’s righteousness to the feeling of sin ; the sanctification of the 7 
Spirit to every lust: the strength of Jehovah to the weakness of na- 
ture. Forthisis the hope, the joy, the triumph of every believer, » 
“Inthe Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory,’ 
Isa. xlv. 25. ; ; 
Vor. I. 1 


2 “ny 
AG FEBRUARY 2. 


Dearly beloved. I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul. 


—i Pet. i. 11. ‘ . Bais’ 
Tux soul of every disciple of Jesus is most dearly beloved by 

the holy Trinity. Itisa precious jewel in the eyes of the loving Fa- 
ther, the redeeming Son, and the sanctifying Spirit ; who all unite 
to make it happy. But it hath a world ofenemies. Yea, it is at td 
-sent in the closest and nearest relation to one of its greatest foes, the 
flesh ; the lust and desires of which are at continual war against the 
peace, comfort, and welfare of the soul. Th-refore, O christie, 
thy best friend sounds an alarm of love, gives thee a dehortation of 
kindness: “ Abstain from fleshly lusts.” He knows what great 
hurt compliance with and indulgence in them will do thee ; thou wilt 
surely smart and be sorely grieved for it. Destroy thee, they shall 
not; but distress thee, like the prevailings of a bitter enemy, they 
will. Consider, beloved christians, we are strangers and pilgrims, 
sojourning and passing through a strange land and foreign country ; 
our clothing is, Christ and his righteousness ; our food, Christ and . 
his fulness: our staff, Christ and his promises ; our rule, the word 
of Christ ;. our guide, the Spirit of Christ; the place whither we are 
bound, is heaven, a better country, our father’s house, the inherit+ 
ance of our friends and brethren. ; 

Settle this in your minds. Meditate daily on your calling, your 
' hope, your heaven, where your treasure is. Where should your 
affections and delight be? Not on earth, this is not your rest, it is 
polluted ;. not in the flesh, this is to be denied, its motions abstained . 
from, its lusts and affections crucified daily. Know the flesh as | 
thine enemy, treat itas such, keep it under; in it “ dwells no good. 
thing’’—its lustings and desires cannot but be evil continually— 
they will never cease to oppose the spirit, the life and liberty of thy 
soul; they are ever at war against the peace, consolation, and joy, 
which is in Christ Jesus. Daily victory is joyful triumph. There- 
fore ever consider the need of following this advice: “ Put on the 
whole armour of God,” Eph. vi. 11. Feeling foes within, and be- 
ing at war against them, is a sure evidence of a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. “Fight the good fight of faith.” 


~ This life’s a dream, anempty show; - And flesh and sin no more controul 
But the bright worklto which T go, The sacred pleasures of the soul. 
Hath joys substantial and sincere : 


When shall I wake aud find me there? My flesh shall slumber in the ground, 


Till the last trampet’s joyful sound ; 
O siorious hour! O blest abode | Then burst the chains, with sweet sur 


4 shall be near and like my God, And in my Saviour’s image rise. [prises 


1 


FEBRUARY 3. A7 
Who.ean-understand his errors? Cleanse thou me from my 
« “secret faults. Keep back thy servant also from pre- 
sumptuous sins : let them not have dominion over me.-~ 
Psalm xix. 12, 13. 


As faith gives a holy boldness at the throne of grace, so the 
regenerate soul is open and ingenious in confession of sin. When 
sin is dethroned in the heart, its errors are its concerns ; the most 
secret faults bow it in humility before the Lamb. To his precious 
blood the believer has recourse for cleansing ; he has daily need of it. 
He cannot understand all his errors: Many secret faults cleave unto 
him. Heis sensible that even these must be washed away, lest they 
defile his conscience, and spread a cloud over his mind. It is the 
peculiar wisdom of disciples, not only to observe the bud, blossom, 
and fruit of sin, but also to consider the evil root, the polluted na- 
ture from whichit springs. Here is the exercise of watchfulness. 
This calls for their daily prayer to be kept by the power of God. 

Happy souls! who, under a sense of peace through the blood of 
Jesus, are daily praying to be kept by the grace of the Spirit. Such 
truly know themselves—see their danger of falling—will not, dare 
not palliate or lessen the odious nature and hateful deformity of their 
sin. They will not give a softer name to sin than it deserves, lest 
they depreciate the infinite value of that precious blood which Jesus 
shed to atone its guilt. Far will they be from flattering themselves 
into a deceitful notion that they are perfect, and have no sin in them. 
The Spirit of truth delivers them from such errors—he teacheth 
them as poor sinners to look to the Saviour, and to beseech him to 
keep back the headstrong passions, ‘the unruly lusts, and evil con- 
cupiscences which dwell in their sinful natures. Alas! the most 
exalted saint, the most established believer, if left to himself, how 
soon might the blackest crimes, the most presumptuous sins, get 
~ ghe dominion over him ? David had woful experience of this for a 
season. He prays from a heartfelt sense of-past misery, and the 
‘dread of future danger. And he found the blessing of that covenant- 
promise: O believer, may it be the exercise of thy faith daily to live 
“upon it, daily to plead it before thy Saviour ! “Sin shall not have 
dominion over you ; for ye are not under the law, but under grace,” 
Rom. vi. 14.. Why shall not sin lord it over the conscience of a 
believer? Truly, because the grace of Jesus rgigns for him, and 
within him. . For he saith, “I will put my fear in their hearts, that 


they shall not depart from me,” Jer. xxxii, 40-0: . 

O who ean ever find Warn me of ev’ry sin, So 
The errors of his ways ? Forgive my secret faults, 

Yet with a bold presumptuous noind And cleanse this guilty soul of mine, 


¥ would not dave transgress. t Whose erimes exceed my thoughts, - 


‘ne - FEBRUARY 4, 


Tf ye love me, keep my commandments, — And I oii pray 
the Father, and he shall give you another comforter, , 
that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of 
truth.~-John xiv. 15, &e. : 


‘He would be a traitor anda rebel who should dare to set up hi 
standard in England, and demand allegiance from the king’s see g 
jects, and require obedience to his commands, who had no right to 
the crown. So Jesus, if he is not King of kings and Lord of lords 
—the King of saints—the living and true God ; but only a Pere mats 
a Prophet mighty in word and in deed, a very good man, who taught 
the best morals, and set us a good example, as some proud, vain, 
ignorant creatures pretend; verily, if this were all, we, christians, 
could see no goodness in him. But he would be a bold usuper 
against the: one eternal Jehovah, striving to alienate the affections 
of the heart, and the obedience of the life from Gon, whom ye are 
commanded to love and serve only. ‘Therefore, “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments,” saith Jehovah the mighty God, by the 
wonderful man-Christ Jesus. Disciples know his voice. In love, 
he hath done all things for their salvation. From love, he requires 
all of them in duty. Obedience without love is slavery : Love with- 
out obedience is dissimulation. In keeping his commandments there 
is great reward, enjoyed in present peace, expected in future hope ; 
both are the fruits of free grace and unmerited love, and secured by 
precious promises. : 

While others might hear of Jesus, and talk-of the miracles Jesus 
wrought in the days of his flesh ; yet those disciples only, who were 
obedient to his-call and followed him, saw his glory, and enjoyed 
the comforts of his presence. So the closer disciples walk with Jesus 
in love and obedience, they enjoy more of the comforts of faith. 
And besides the gift of faith, as an evidence, they shall receive the 
comforting witness of their being the children of God, even from 
the Spirit of truth; another comforter, who shall abide with them 
for ever, as a seal, earnest, and pledge of their future glory. So 
Jesus prays-~so the Father bestows—~so the Spirit applies and com- 
forts. Glory be to the ever-blessed THREE, who thus agree in onr, 
and bear witness on earth of salvation, to the comfort and joy of poor 
sinners. Love to Jestis is the spring of obedience. Keeping his 
commandments, is the way tn which, though not ror which the 


Spirit comforts our hearts. « What God hath joined together, let ne 
man put asunder,” Matt. xix, 6. . 


The God of merey be ador'd, ~ To praise the Father and the Son, - 
Who calls our souls from death, And Spirit (all divine) 


Who saves by his redeeming word ‘The one in three, and three in owe, 
And new-creatirg breath, Isct shints and angels jotm. 


_ FEBRUARY 53. a9 
Turn, O ye backsliding children ; for 4 am married to yout, 
saith the Lord —Jer. iii. 14.' 


Wauew a child departs from an indulgent father, or a wife for- 
sakes an affectionate husband, they, in effect say, they have other 
objects with whom they are more delighted, and from whom they 
expect greater happiness. O backsliding soul! is such thy conduct 
towards the best of Fathers, the most affectionate bridegroom ? Thy 
present practice loudly speaks this language, ‘I have- other lovers, 
and after them I will go.’ Monstrous ingratitude ! a child of special 
grace, and yet fly from thy most loving Father! a spouse of the 
most affectionate bridegroom, and yet be unchaste to thy rightful 
husband ! Shocking, carriage ! Yet, O soul, hear and wonder, hear 
and love, love and be ashamed, be ashamed and return; for, mar- 
vellous grace ! though thou hast broken thy marriage contract, for- 
feited the privileges of children, yet the relation continues. «I am 
married to you,” (children, still, notwithstanding all their unkind 
carriage), “saith the Lord.” Amazing love! instead of «1 will 
pursue with vengeance, overtake with destruction,’ it is, «I intreat 
with love, expostulate with kindness, invite with affection.’ 

' Who are thy present lovers? remember, the rivals of thy Lord 
are thy greatest foes, and seek thy present misery and eternal de- 
struction. Dost thou “live after the flesh ?” have Satan’s wiles and 
the snares of the world prevailed over thee? tke world, the flesh, 
and the devil! Poor soul! canst thou be happy in their friendship 
‘and embraces? Ono! thou art got into bad, yea the worst company. 
O what leanness of soul is brought upon thee? Thy love to Jesus is 
grown cold ;. thy faith in him weak ; zeal for him and his truth have 
forsaken thee ; the way of sin and folly pleaseth thee ; sweet inter- 
course in private prayer ; communion with thy God in public ordi- 
nances, is gone; thou neglectest thy duty ; art grown shy of thy 
Father and his children, But still thy Father calls, thy husband 
wooes thee.again and again to turn, to return. Love, the. bontl of 
relation, never alters on God’s part, notwithstanding base, back- 
sliding, and monstrous ingratiude on thine. Special grace makes 

love-calls effectual. Such shall one day call to mind “the love of 
their espousals ;” be ashamed and confounded for all they have done, 
and take up this language, “I come unto thee, for thou art my 
Father. I will go and return unto my first husband, for then it was 
better with me thar now,” Hos. ii. 7. 


Better! yea, best of all those times Thy Father stands with oper arms ; 
When I to Jesus cleav’d : Thy bridegroom calls in love, 
Return unto thy rest, my soul, Return, thou wand’ring soul, to mz, 


Wo longer bé deceiv’d.. ‘s And my affections prove.” 


50 FEBRUARY 6. 
Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, 
or upon the uncireumcision also 2—Rom 1v. 9. 


« Beware lest any man spoil you through philosopby and vain. 
deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ,” Col, ii. 8. Why this caution from the yoice 
of inspiration? Our daily danger makes it expedient, “lest any 
man beguile you of your reward. Beware of men. Cal} nip man 
Rabbi,” saith thy Lord, lest any man judge against your privileges, 
impair your comforts, or distress your mind. 

Here is every blessing to make poor sinners happy- Righteous- 
ness imputed without works ; iniquities forgiven, and sins Royened ; 
sin not imputed. This trinity of blessings flow from the funity of 
free erace. Such blessedness cometh, free as the air, unmerited 
as the light, comforting as the sun: possessed by the unworthy, 
enjoyed by the ill-deserving, sure to all the redeemed, the inestimably 
rich privileges of every believer in Jesus. ; ; 

Here the wise God and vain man differ in judgment. Legal hearts 
are ever thinking of obtaining a righteousness by works, and pardon 
upon conditions: but God imputes a righteousness without works, 
even the best robe. None but untoward children find fault with the 
father’s gifts; none but proud children object to the father’s cloth- 
ing. For thy righteousness, even if perfect, U soul, is at best but 
the rishteousness of a creature ; but Jesus’ righteousness is the 
righteousness of the God-man ; infinite in value like his precious 

“blood, by which our sins are atoned. They are not imputed to us, 
because laid upon Jesus. (God pardons them in justice to him. 

_ Christ hath performed every condition for us. Faith takes its views, 
and forms its judgments from revealed truths. So it evidences its 
divine original. ‘Thus it gives all glory to God ; while the sense of 
pardon. is applied to the soul by the Spirit, who comforts the soul in 
truth. And thus a living, vital union is preserved between Jesus 
and his members through faith. From a joyful sense of pardon, love 
is increased, holiness incited, man is humbled, Jesus exalted, free 
grace gloried in, hope encouraged, slavish fears ejected, and the 
heavenly inheritance longed for as a free gift by Jesus. Thus ail is 
of God, all is of grace, all cometh freely. Even eternal life is the 
free gift of God by Jesus Christ, who saith, “ Fear not, little flock, 
it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom,” Luke 
xii. 32, “ 


And doth the Lord impute no sin ? 
Art thou thus blessed, O my soul! 
Spurn unbelief, and Satan’s wiles, 


Reject the legal prate of those 

Who make God dehtor to their terms, 
Who strip free grace of itsjust due, 
And let them not thy peace controul. And rob God’s gtory ofits charms. Mi: 


FEBRUARY 7. 51 


God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined into our hearts, to give us the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ. —2 Cor. iv.6 


Turs is the glorious confession of faith, wor thy to be wrote in 
letters of gold, and set with the most precious jewels, and ever to be 
worn as the believer’s ornament and glory. For here is the rich 
display of sovereign grace, and the glory of almighty power, in 
producing light in the hearts of sinners, who are by nature not only 
in the dark, but even darkness itself. The knowledge of Jesus is 
commanded by the same omnipotent agent, who called forth light 
in the beginning, upon this dark terraqueous globe. Light gladdens 
the whole creation of nature ; and this spiritual light causeth joy in 
the soul; for it gives the knowledge of God’s glory. In what 
respect ? that God is glarigus in majesty? O this strikes us with 

“horror. Glorious in power ? ‘That fills us with terror. Glorious in . 
holiness ? This causes despair. So every attribute and perfection 
of Jehovah would sink sinners into dread, astonishment, and death. 

But here is our relief, ‘ It is the knowledge of the glory of God, 
‘in the person of the anointed Saviour.’ In Aim, God’s glorious 
favor, eternal love, everlasting counsel of peace, coyenant of grace, 
promises of mercy, scheme of salvation, shine with the most re- 
splendent lustre. Hence pardon, love, peace, joy, holiness, hope, 
security, heaven in possession, glory in reversion; all, all center in 
the person of Jesus. Thus we behold the glory of God. God in 
him. This is the only comfortable knowledge, the only reviving 
experience of the christian heart.’ And here we see how inseparably 
connected God’s glory and his people’ s comforts are. Each leads 
to the other, and both tend to lay sinners low in humility, and sink 
them to nothing before a sovereign, gracious Lord. Could a dark 
chaos contribute any thing to the production of light? Canst thou, 
O worm of the earth, exert any power to cause that glorious 
luminary, the sun, to send forth its reviving beams of light? No, the 
first is by the command of the sovereign agent ; the latter acts by the 
laws of its wise Creator. So as to spiritual light, saving knowledge, | 
itis given to those who sought it not; it is made manifest to them 
who asked not afterit. What then becomes of terms and conditions 
of salvation ? © thou once spiritually blind and dead soul, if God 
hath commanded the light and knowledge of Jesus in thine heart, 
all boasting is excluded, all glorying in self is at an end. , ‘Surely 
thou wilt say—-Thire is the power ;, to thee, to thee alone, Jehovah, 
be all the glory ! 


Wow be the God of Israel bless’d, He makes his great salvation known A 
Who makes his truth appear; * By Christ he pardons sins; ~ 
Mis mighty hand fulfils his word, While sov’reign grace and heay’aly love 


Aad adl the oaths he sware, In its own glory shines. 


> 


wf ‘FEBRUARY 8: 


Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express 
‘image of his person, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, when he had by himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 

high,-—Heb. i. 3. 

Wuar St. Paul says of the resurrection of Jesus, 2 Cor. Xv, _ 
may, with equal truth, be applied to his divinity. If Jest be hot 
truly and essentially the self-existing God, ‘all preaching aaa 
all faith is vain;? all the saints of God must perish in their sins. 
But we have not so learned Christ, if so be we have heard him, and 
know the truth as it isin Jesus. His eternal power and Godhead 
angels adore, devils tremble at, saints rejoice in, and only poor, 
blinded, proud sinners dare cavil against and deny. 

That Jesus is both Lord and God, lies at the foundation of our 
faith. That he uphold all things by the word of his power, is the 
joy of our hearts. That, as man, he hath purged our sins, causés 
all our hope and comfort. That he is entered into heaven for us, 
and there pleads our cause, O this is the glory of our souls. For 
our hope entereth into that within the veil. There Jesus our fore- 
runner is for us entered. On this rock Christ’s church is built, 
and neither the “ powers of earth and sin, nor the gates of hell shall 
prevail against it.” When the Spirit brings the soul up to Nebo, 
the mount of prospect and prophecy, it has glorious views of the 
inheritance ; it speaks of it; it fructifies; the grace of faith, hope, 
Jove, peace, and joy, abound in the heart. But, alas! all is barren 
as a wilderness; unfruitful as a desart, while sin in its guilt and 
punishment is not known and believed to have been purged by the, 
blood of Jesus. This is the only physic for sin-sick souls, the most 
reviving cordial for drooping spirits. The same blood, which was 
all-sufficient to purge away sin in the court of heaven, is also all- 
sufficient to cleanse the guilt of it from the conscience. Sweet*ton- 
solation for the members of Jesus! Their living head, in his human - 
form, is at the right hand of the majesty in glory ; the blessed object 
to whom we are ever to look, through whom every comfort flows, 
and on whom is our hope in every soul-conflict with sin and Satan. 


' This is the reasoning of faith: “If when we were enemies we were 


reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being recon- 
eiled, we shall be saved by his life,” Rom, v. 10. 


There’s none can know the Father right ‘Then let our souls adore our God, 
But those who learn it from the Son; That deals his graces as he please, 
Nor can the Son be well receiv’d, Nor gives to mortals an account, 
But where the Father makes him known. Or of his actions, or decrees. 


-FEBRUARY 9, 53 
Keep yourselves in the love of God.—-J ude, ver. 21, 


THE Love oF Gop, like every other attribute and perfection of 

Jehovah, is everlasting and unchangeable ; even as the essence of 
God himself. This love is manifested to his people in Christ Jesus; 
he is the object in whom they are viewed and loved by the Father. 
As “Jesus is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever,” so is God’s 
love towards them, ‘Time, with all its concurring circumstances, 
can make no alteration or change, increase or diminution herein: 
But as to the sense and enjoyment of this love, the word of truth 
and experience of saints plainly testify of its ebbing and flowin g, its 
fervor and abatement in the soul. Hence the necessity of those ten- 
- der calls, kind warnings, and loving counsels, addressed:to believers, 
in the word of truth; because they are ever to be active as those who 
are made alive to God, and have their senses exercised to discern 
between good and evil. Exhortations excite to jealousy, and quicken 
to diligence. The enjoyment of the love of God is our heaven 
below ; to keep ourselves in the happy sense of it, is our highest 
privilege, our greatest happiness. Keep ourselves in the love of 
God! Yes: How? Use every means which love commands ; avoid 
all things which love forbids. Account not this /ega/.. Those who 
do, have only the notion of love in the head, but are strangers to 
the constraints of love in the heart. 
- Wouldst thou ever enjoy love, OChristian? Be much in meditation 
upon it—think daily, constantly of that unparalleled instance of it, 
God so loved the world, as to give his only begotten Son Jesus to atone 
for sin by his precious blood—to justify sinners by his perfect righte- 
ousness, Dost thou know this by the gospel? ‘I'his is love revealed. 
Dost thou believe this in thine heart by the Spirit? This is love 
felt and enjoyed. All, all flows from the rich, transcendantly rich 
love of God in Christ Jesus. O be concerned daily to keep thy soul 
in and under a lively sense of this love? and also keep thyself by 
this love from worldly lusts, carnal indulgences, and sensual gratifi- 
cations. These are forbidden fruits; thy flesh may long for and covet 
them, but by the love of God, by his mercies in Christ Jesus, and 
for thy soul’s sake, abstain froin them. Know verily, ag hurtful 
food will impair the health of thy body ; so these things as certainly 
will rob thy soul of its peace—damp the warm sense of God’s love, . 
and render thee cool, indifferent, and lifeless, to the love of God. 
Thus saith the God of love, “ Consider your ways,” Hag. i. 5. 


. My God, permit my tongue For life without thy love — 
This joy to call thee mine; . Norelish can afford; _ 

And let my constant cries prevajl No joy can be compar’d with thig, 
To taste thy love divine: To serve and please the Lord; 


Vox. I. .G 





5 FEBRUARY 


The path of the just is as the shining light, which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day.—Prov. iv. 18. 


Since the fall of man, there isno other way of being made just 

‘or righteous, but by the righteousness of the man Christ J esus. Just 
Noah, righteous Lot, meek Moses, faithful Abraham, pattiogpiss 
prophets, and apostles, all were sinners in themselves, but “ their 
righteousness is of me,” saith Jehovah Jesus, Isa. liv. AB: Hence 
the Lord calls his people righteous. They are really constituted so 
in his sight. This truth should ever dwell in our minds. It is the 
foundation of all delight in God and love to him. Hence we are com- 

- forted in the way of truth and holiness. For Jesus, who is our, righte- 
ousness, is also our light to direct our steps, and our path wherein 
we walk. He is the “light of the world, the light of life.” “Tam 
the way,” saith Jesus. St. Paul exhorts, “ As ye have received the 
Lord Jesus, so walk ye in him,” GolstibaGs. 

- Our faith in Jesus, is no new-fangled doctrine, but the same as 
was from the beginning. Christians are not left to the darkness of 
nature; they are not led by sudden, transient flashes of light ; but by 
the clear, steady shining of truth upon their minds. Their walk, in 
the path of truth, is-consistent and uniform. ] 

Like the dawning light of the morning, the light. of truth first 
breaks in upon the soul, and gradually increaseth brighter and bright- 
er: so we see more clearly, believe more strongly, love more fer - 
yently, hope more steadily, obey more delightfully, and long more: 
cheerfully for the perfect day. Though at some seasons, when va- 

“pours and mists of nature’s corruption arise, and the night of afflic- 
tion and desertion overtakes the just, upright soul, he may be in 
fear, lest he should never hold out and see the perfect day. In such 
seasons he is too apt to lend his ear to a whisperer, who is ever ready 
to disheartenhim. What with his corrupt heart, Satan’s suggestions, 
and men’s false doctrine, he is thrust sore at. He may fear, lest he 
should fail and perish for ever; but God’s power and truth will sup- 
port him. ihe eae Sn Bese 

If the comforting Spirit had not left another word of proof in the 
whole bible for the preseverance of the just, this one is sufficient. 

- Wisdom hath spoken it; nor men nor devils shall reverse it. Every’ 
justified soul shall enjoy the perfect day: of Jesus’ meridian glory and 
salvation of his kingdom. Till then, “ the righteous shall hold on his- 
way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger,’” 
Job xvii. 9. 


; é 


? 


By grace I see the shining path O blessed, joyful, perfect day 
Which leads to perfect bliss ; Of endless light and love ! 
Jesus, my light, my life, my way, Press on, my soul, nor stay thy course, 


Will bring me where he is. Ti thou dost reign above. M. 


FEBRUARY 11. = ——tts«SS 
But Jesus answered not a word.—=Matt. xv. 23. >, 


Wuar! nota word from the compassionate Saviour, who is 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities? is he deaf to the cries, 
and dumb to the intreaties of a distressed, sorrowful heart? No; love 
in the heart has always an open ear to complaints, a ready tongue to 
speak comfort, and a kind hand to relieve. But love afflicts to 
bring his children to him, and tomake them call upon him : he for- 
bears to answer, that they may be more importunate. God’s delays 
prove faith’s vigor, make love cling closer, prayer more fervent, and 
patience shine brighter. So the graces of God’s children are drawn 
forth into lively exercise, and are made manifest that they are wrought’ 
by God. Perseverance obtains the blessing in due time. Jesus 
honors and applauds the grace of his beloved members with, «O 
‘man, O woman, greatis thy faith’ ; widget 

Christ knew what work he had wrought in this poor humble sup- 
plicant's heart, whereby she knew Jesus to be Lord and God ; there- 
fore he proved her and tried her, that her faith might shine bright 
to his glory and her soul’s comfort. As she possessed the same faith, 
so she discovers the same resolution of Job, “Though he slay me, 
yet will I trust in him.” And, with Jacob, she would wrestle :and 
her heart determined, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me,” 
Gen. xxxii. 26. But'the silence of Jesus was very disheartening. 
When he speaks, it is quite discouraging Though she worshipped 
him and sighed out, “ Lord, help me ;” yet Jesus seems rather to 
repulse than comfort her. But true faith ever sinks the soul low in 
humility, while it clings close to the most high God. The soul owns 
its hateful vileness and utter unworthiness, and fixes allits plea upon 
free-grace ‘mercy ; all its ‘hopes upon Jesus only. Thus Christ 
emptits whom he delights to fill. He makes us see and confess our- 
selves to be dogs, fit only to feed under the table, though he loves 

us as children, and all that he hath is ours, by free gift, precious 
promise, and rich grace. O thou poor, fearing, doubting soul, who 
hast long been seeking, waiting, and praying for comfort, in a word 
or look from Jesus, take courage hence. Ever trust in him who 
saith, “Ihave satiated the weary soul, and Ihave replenished every 
sorrowful soul,” Jer. xxxi. 25. laid 


- ? 

My spirit looks to God alone: Trust him, ye saints, in all your ways, 
My rock and refuge is his throne ; Pour out your hearts before his face : 
Im all my fears, in all my straits, When helpers fail, and foes invade, 
My soul on his salvation waits. God is our all-sufficient aid. 


= 


. trust in ourselves ; and the more we live upo 


56 _ FEBRUARY 12. 
And experience worketh hope.—Rom. v. 4. 


Weare ever to consider the gospel as a proclamation of grace 
to rebels; a declaration of mercy to the profligate and abandoned ; 
_ glad ‘tidings of salvation to lost, desperate, hopeless BINDERS, It 
finds the soul destitute of any one encouraging symptom : it brings 
all hope and encouragement with it. When the gospel becomes the 
“power of God to salvation” to any sinner, it works a mighty 
change in his state and practice. In the sweet experience, proof, 
or the trial of this, the soul is comforted. Hope concerning his 
state is confirmed. Experience worketh hope of one’s own interest 
in Jesus, and salvation by him. It works not by legal terrors and 
dreadful horrors, as was Judas ; nor by working up the animal pas- 
sions to a flash of joy, just as the stony ground hearers were affect- 
ed by the word. But it powerfully enlightens the soul to see the evil 
of sin, and the infinite preciousness of the Lord Jesus, so as to loath 
and detest the former, and cleave to and trust alone in the latter. 

Hence Jesus becomes the tried stone, the sure foundation of the 
soul. Upon the finished work of Jesus, all hope, in time and for 
eternity, is laid. All other foundations are rejected as sandy; all 
other hopes as vain. Faith in God’s word, relying on his promises 
in Christ, begets resignation to his will, and patience under his dis- 
pensations, being assured, that “all things work together for good 
to them who love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose,” Rom. viii. 28 : 

We first experience his power in effectual calling, and then his 
love in keeping us close to himself, and obedient to his will. So we 
enjoy peace from him, and our hearts are cheerfully devoted to him. 
But how oft doth the believing soul find coolness of affection, heavi- 
ness of heart, and dejection of mind? Doth not this destroy his 
hope? No: even this experience, sadas it seems, worketh hope: 
hereby pride and self-confidence are slain 3 Sin embittered ; the soul 
humbled at the feet of Jesus, with “‘lhou, even thou alone art + 
hope, I dare not trust in any other; my soul shall make her boast’ of 
thee, and thee only.’ 

We haye the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not 

; n, and trust in the 
Lord, so shall we experience hope spring up, love flourish, and 
holiness abound. Praised be the Lodr our God, who is « the God 
of hope, and who fiils-us with joy and peace. in believing, that we 
a a in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost,” Rom. 


' 


Long did my Lord in patience wait, 


Let patience ee 
Till Treturn’d to him, patience prove thy tried word, 


And thereby hope confirm, NM. 


FEBRUARY 1s. 51 
Having on the breast-plate of righteousness.—Eph. vi. 14. 


WueEn Saul had armed David, with his armour, to go against 
‘Goliah, the Philistine giant, his heart smote him, lest he should 
confide in it, and so be drawn from simply trusting to the power of 
God only ; therefore he said, “I cannot go with these; I have not 
proved them: and David put them off him,’? 1 Sam. xvii. 39. A 
faithful heart is jealous of the Saviour’s glory. Though the believer 
is made righteous, and loves and walks in the paths of righteousness, 
yet he will glory in nothing before God, nor trust in any righteousness 
to shield him from the face of the enemy, but the perfect, spotless 
righteousness of his dear and. precious Saviour. He puts off all 
ethers, by the faith of Christ, as contrary to his hope. As he sees 

the purity and ‘extent of the divine law, that it is quick and powerful, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, knowing 
his own righteousness to be defective, and that in many things we all 
offend; therefore he could just as soon trust an honey-comb for a 
breast-plate, as thé moth-eaten garment of his own best works. | 
Why doth Satan,sin, and the law, so often wound our breasts, 
and grieye our hearts? It is because we are not careful to guard 
ur ast-plate of Jesus’ righteousness. It should ever be the 
joy and r 301 ing of our souls to consider the work of Jesus as man 
and mediator. . Did he shed his blood? did he die a cursed death ? 
did he in his holy life «put on righteousness asa breast-plate ?” 
Isa. lix. 17. Faith triumphs in his death, as the one ‘atonement 
for sin. Faith glories in his life, as the one righteousness. So the 
once guilty soul is cleansed, so the once naked soul is clothed and 
adorned ; and thus it is ever glorious in the sight of God in this best 
‘robe of its elder brother, Jesus. So also is the once defenceless soul 
armed against every attack of sin, Satan, the law and death. This 
breast-plate is more than proof against all. While pride and self- 
righteousness go hand in hand, and unite in objections against the 
imputed righteousness of our Immanuel, humble, self-emptied souls, 
glory and triumph that their salvation is according to the laws of 
strict justice and perfect righteousness. Possessing righteousness 
in Jesus, we draw nigh to a throne of grace with boldness now, and 
shall lift up our heads with joy before a righteous throne of judgment 
in the great and tremendous day.. “For righteousness delivereth 
from death,” Proy. x. 2. «Though sin hath reigned unto death,’ 
(tn us) yet grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life 
(Zor vs) by Jesus Christ our Lord,” Rom, ¥; 21. 






Jesu, thy blood and righteousness Then while Tam thy soldier heve; f 
My beauty are, my glorious dress ; O learn me more this heavuly art, 
Midst flaming worlds, in these array’d, To glory in thy righteousness, 

_ With joy shall lift up my head. To guard my breast from evry dagt: ML’ 


58 FEBRUARY 14. 

But now the righteousness of God without the law, “ts 
manifested, being witnessed by the. law ,and the pro- 
phets.—Rom. iii. 21. 


«“ Var~ man would be wise, though man be born like a wild 


ass’ colt,” Job xi. 12, Proud man would be righteous, though 


conceived in iniquity, brought forth in sin, and no goodness in him. 
This pride accompanies him all his days ; yea it forsakes not new- 
born souls. Qur natural notions are ever, that doing something will 
make us righteous. So the judgment of the flesh ever opposeth the 
truth of the Spirit.. Carnal reason ever runs counter to spiritual faith. 
But it is the glory of believing hearts to- take their views, of righte- 
ousness from reyealed truth. This, to, the ineffable joy and unspeak- 
able comfort of poor sinners, manifests a righteousness for their 
garment, which they toiled not for, neither did they spin. And 
what shall we say of it? Truly, Solomon, in alk his glory, yea, 
angels in all their brightest perfection, are not arrayed like those, 
who are clothed with the righteousness of the God-man, Christ Jesus. 
O for stronger faith in this ! : 

Poor, weak, doubting believer! why takest thou thought for 
raiment ? hath not God clothed you? “ O thou of little faith !”? thou 
hopest, thou trustest in Jesus’ blood alone for the pardon of thy sins, 
but art distressed in seeing thyself a poor sinner. , ‘Thou knowest E 
thou art not righteous in thyself, and often fearest thou shalt never 
attain righteousness, and perish at last for want of it. Verily, thy 
face is turned towards Mount Sinai, instead of Mount Calvary ; to 
Moses, instead of Jesus; to thy life of obedience, instead of his life 
of righteousness; to the law (which, requires all) instead of the 
gospel, which freely gives all. | re eer pee se 

So sure as thou hast the faith of Jesus in thine heart, thou hast 
the righteousness of Jesus on thy back, let law, men, and Satan say 
what they will. God finds his children naked, he clothes them. 
Witnesses are ever at hand. Evidences are. never wanting to prove 
this truth. The Spirit of truth bears infallible testimony, by the law 
ancl the prophets, to the glory of this righteousness. Read, be joyful, 
_ aid give all glory to free grace for its free imputation: “The righ- 
tecusness of Ged, which is by faith in Jesus, Christ, is. unto all, and | 
upon all them that believe, for there is no difference,” ver. 22. . But 
who enjoy the comfort of this? Verily no soul, till he is brought to 
say, with Paul, “I through the law am dead tothe law,” Gal. i. 19. 


\ 


Tn vain we ask God’s righteous law Jesus, how glorious is thy grace ! 
Bred justify us now, When in thy nanie we trust, 
Upce te convinee, and to cotidemn, Our faith receives a righteousness 


i 
Is all the law can do, That makes the sinner just, 


FEBRUARY 15. 59 


Our gospel came not to you in word only, but also in 
power and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance. 
1 Thess. 1. 5. hee | 


Sry, salvation, death, judgment, eternity, though matters of the 
highest moment and utmost importance to us, yet we naturally think 
of them with little concern, speak of them with great indifference, 
and treat the consideration of them as Felix did Paul, “Go thy way 
for this time ; when I have a convenient season I will send for thee,” 
Acts xxiv. 25. And yet perhaps such have long sat undera preach- 
ed gospel; hugely cry up and applaud the preacher, and are ready 
to condemn others who do not see and admire the excellency of the 
man. But, alas! what are the most excellent words of man without 
the power of the Spirit? Light as air, ineffectual to soul-saving pur- 
poses, as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. 

The grand question is, Have I inwardly known and felt the power 
of the gospel? Our gospel came wnto you not in word only, but in 
power. It has an internal voice: it speaks glad tidings, good news 
of life and salvation to the very soul: it is the word of power to 
quicken dead souls to life: it is a revelation to the heart of pardon 
and peace by Jesus. Thus it brings the clearest evidence, the fullest 
assurance along with it, that it is God’s word of life and salvation. 
The Holy Ghost bears witness to it, in power and demonstration. 
Blessed souls! who are divinely assured of the truths of gospel- 

' grace and love by Jesus ; who embrace the gospel as their only hope, 
and flee and cleave to Jesus as their only refuge. But more blessed, 
yea most happy those believing souls who are upon, the delectable 
mountains, and enjoy much assurance of their own personal interest 
in Jesus, and eternal life through him; and by the Holy Ghost are 
enabled to say, ‘1 know that Jesus loved me and died for me.’ Q, 
this privilege is most highly to be prized. It is worth pressing after. 
- This only can deliver the soul from all doubts and fears, inflame it 
with the most ardent love, inspire it with the most holy boldness, in- 
fluence it to the most cheerful obedience, resign it to afflictive allot- 
ments, wing it with holy longings after Jesus and eternal glory ; and 
make it joyfully triumphant over the grim tyrant death; with 
« Thanks be to God, who giveth me the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” 1 Cor. xv. 57. if 


My Saviour God, my sov’reign Prince, His word is truth, his pow’r is great, 
Reigns far above the skies : ’ From hence my comforts spring : 

But brings his graces down to sense, Assurance by the Holy Ghost 
And helps my faith to rise. Aheay’n on carthdeth bring. = M- 


60 FEBRUARY 16. 


The word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we 
beheld his glory. the glory as the only begotten of the 
Father) full of grace and truth.—John 1. 14.. 


Wen the Lord gave Lamech ason, he called his name Noah, 
which signifies repose or consolation ; and he said, “ This same shall 
comfort us concerning the work and toil of our hands, because of 
the ground which the Lord hath cursed,” Gen. v. 29. Noah was 
an eminent type of Jesus. Every sinner, who is poor, and made low 
(as Lamech signifies) has infinite reason so to conclude of Jesus, the 
Son of God. « This same shall comfort us, though the work and toil 
of hands have been evil, and we are cursed for sin. 

To be poor and made low in self, and to be struck with the display _ 
of the glory of the Lord Jesus, is the work of the Spirit, by the 
word of truth, and is peculiar. to believers in all ages. ‘ Abraham 
rejoiced to see Christ’s day of incarnation ; he saw it and was glad.” 
- And all the children of Abraham’s faith now, as well as the apostles, 
see the glory of Jesus by the same Spirit, whose office is to glorify 
Christ. To know Jesus as man, the anionted Saviour, brings life 
and peace to our hearts. To see his glory as God-man, fills our 
souls with the triumphs of salvation. Thus we are satisfied with 
him as our Lord and our God. We look to no other Ged, but the 
God in our flesh, who dwelt among us. He is full of grace and 
truth to us. All wrath and terror ceaseth against us. « bisa ¢ God 
was in Christ reconciling the world, not imputing sin’’ So God 
hath drawn nigh to us, so he hath embraced and loved ai so by faith 
we draw nigh to, embrace and love him. 

When Jesus is embraced in the arms of faith, the mated 
heart cries out, with Simeon, “ Mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” 
“We run with patience the heavenly race, looking to Jesus.” With 
this view, we meditate on our hastening dissolution with composure ; 
expect the sure messenger with peace ; look forward to appro aching 
judgment with joy, being assured of the joyful sight of the glorified - 
man, Jesus, the judge, who shall then ,appear as the great God and 
"our Saviour; “whom, having not seen in the flesh, we love; ; in 

whom, though we now see him not, yet believing, we rejoice with 
Jey unspeakable and full of glory,” 1 Pet. i. an “For yet a little 
. while and he shall cer tainly come to be glorified 3 in his saints, and to 
be admired in all them that believe in that day,” 2 Thess. i. 10. 


And did my God in human flesh . The faith of this attracts my soul, 
And blood appear below ? >. To Christ in union sweet ; 
Was he beheld as full of truth, More of thy fulness, Lord, bestow, 


That grace from him might flow ? In thee I am complete. 


FEBRUARY 17. 61 
That in me ye might have peace, in the world ye shalf 


have tribulation: But be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world —John xvi. 33. 


SucH is Christ’s legacy to all his brethren : peace | in him ; trib- 
ulation in the world. Every disciple shall receive these bequests. 
The former, atriune God of truth and faithfulness is engaged by 
promise and oath to give. The latter, from the combined trinity, 
the world, flesh, and the devil, every follower of Jesus will be sure 
to receive. But, alas! how apt are we, when in the mount of peace 
with Jesus, to cry ‘ Tribulation shall no more affect me!’ .On the 
other hand, when in the dreary valley of tribulation, then we are 
ready to conclude, ‘O there is no end to my troubles; I shall see 
peace nomore.’ This was the case with David. One while we find , 
him triumphing : “ In my prosperity I said I shall never be moved,” — 
Psalm xxx. 6. At another, mournfully complaining, “Thou 
hidest thy face, and I am troubled.” | 

_ Too, too apt are we to judge of God’s love to us by his providen- 

ces, instead of his promises. Tribulation in the world is as necessary 

for the soul as peace in Jesus; or our loving Saviour would not have 

appointed it forus. One is not incompatible with, nor destructive of 

the other. - Nay, is it not oft the case with thee, O christian, as of 

old, that “as sufferings abound, consolation abounds also?’? 2 Cor. 
_ i, 5. Hast thou access by faith into the same grace with the church 
of old? dost thou with them “ rejoice in hope of the glory of God ?” 
learn the same note which they sung: “ We glory in tribulation.” 
Why ? Because they knew that “all things work together for good.” 
Therefore they found by experience these soul-reviving effects : 
: knowing that tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, 
and experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed, because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost given 
unto us,” Rom. y. 2—5. 

Thus as Christ is ours, all things are ours. Tribulation and 
distress in the world are ours, as well as hope, patience, peace, love, 
and joy in Jesus. Sweet is it to observe how our dear Saviour words 
his legacy : it is like a cross richly ornamented with jewels of infinite 
value. Tribulation in the world stands encompassed with peace in 
the front, Goop cHEER and vicTory in the rear. ‘ Whois he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God ?” 1 John y. 5. , 


Hath my dene Lord this world o’ercome, Faith in my Lord doth share the spoils, 


In which [ve trials great? u And bring me peace of mind : 
Be of good cheer then,O mysqul, © What tho’ the world doth smile or frown, 
Thy viet’ry is complete. In Christ I viet’ry find. Bs 


Vor. I. ogg 


62 FEBRUARY 18. 


Henceforth know we no man after the flesh ; yea, though 
we have known Christ after the flesh ; yet henceforth 
know we him no more.—2 Cor. v- 16. 


How eminent does the grace of God shine in the conduct of 
Levi! when the glory of Jehovah was at stake, when his honor was 
to be vindicated against those who had sinned with an high hand, 
« He said unto his father and mother, I have not seen him ;’’—that 
is, no one that mine eye shall pity, nor mine ‘hand spare, who has 
transgressed in this matter. “ Neither did he acknowledge his 
brethren, nor know his own children,” Deut. xxxilil. 9. The Lord 
our God is ajealous God. It behoves his children to be valiant for 
’ the truth as itis in Jesus. It is our duty to face all opposition 
against it; to stand in defence of it from every quarter, and to know 
no man after the flesh, so as to give up the truth for fear of him. 
This is our highest honor ; and this is highly acceptable in the sight 
of our God. “Those who honor me I will honor,” saith the Lord. 
But « knowing ‘men after the flesh,” proves a snare to the soul. 
Many have suffered loss hereby. While ‘they have conferred with 
flesh and blood, listened to the wisdom of carnal men, and consulted 
the judgment of the wise of this world, how have their minds been 
drawn from the simplicity that isin Christ! The wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God. The righteousness of the flesh is 
abomination in his sight. The spirit of inspiration hath taught us 
' this profitable lesson, to glory onzy in Christ as our wisdom and 
righteousness. This sweet mystery of faith makes us dead to the 
life of the flesh, the lust of the flesh, and the glory of the flesh; yea, 
gives us the victory over the flesh. So we live in a spiritual kingdom, 
‘glory in Jesus as a spiritual Saviour, are delighted with’ spiritual 

companions, and are made comfortable by spiritual gifts and graces. 

* While a Pharisee, Paul gloried in carnal privileges and the attain- 

ments of the flesh ; but, “ behold he prayeth,”’ saith the Holy Ghost. 
Blessed proof of a new-born soul, when it soars to Jesus, and is dis- 
satisfied with all the objects of nature, time, and sense, and inces- 
santly cries, “I count all things but loss and dung for the excellency _ 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung that I may win 
Christ,” Phil. ii. 8. . i 


_Toknow my Lord 1» mortal flesh, _ With spiritual views my soul delight, 
Doth ev’ry comfort bring : sey Of Jesu’s lovely face, : 
AFTER the flesh to know the Lord Oheavy’nly Dove ; so make me run 


Tsquitea carnal thing, ‘With joy my heay’nly race. _™M. 


FEBRUARY 109. | 63 


Fle that acknowledge the ed hath the’ Father alsom 
1 John ii, 23. 


IF so, we cannot ee too much homage, nor aatitie too much 
glory to Jesus, as some object. Did Jesus receive from God the 
Father, honor and glory by his voice from the excellent glory, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased?” 2 Pet. 
i. 17. Is it the Father’s will that all men should honor the Son, 
even as they honor the Father?” “ He that honoreth not the Son, 
honoreth not the Father that sent him,” John v. 23. May we not 
then boldly say with Paul, on another occasion, “ As the truth of 
Christ is in me, no man shall stop me in this glorying” in Jesus, as 
my Lord, my God. Yea, we will acknowledge him in his lowest 
form and meanest appearance ; as the babe wrapped in swadling 
clothes, lying ina manger: a destitute, outcast infant; obscure and 
mean in his birth and parentage ; working at a common, ordinary 
employ ; ; without form and comeliness; despised and rejected of 
men; aman of sorrows and acquainted with griefs ; mocked, der ided, 
laughed to scorn ; crowned with thorns in derision ; condemned and 
crucified as an accursed wretch, unworthy to live in heaven or on 
earth ; adjudged fit only to die, in company with thieves and high- 
waymen, on a gibbet. Wholly to trust in this Man, this Gop-Man, . 
Jesus of Nazareth, the root and offspring of David, this is “the 
Fartu of God’s elect.” -This the acknowledgment of the truth 
which is after godliness. This is the only “Hopx of eternal life, 
which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began,” 
Tit. i. 2. Thisisa “repenrance to the acknowledging of the 
truth,” 2 Tim. ii. 25. Thus are simple, believing hearts “com- 
forted, being knit together in love, unto all riches of ‘the full assu- _ 
rance of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” Col. ii. 2, 3 

In this rich mine of truth and consolation we are daily to dig for 
all wisdom, holiness, and happiness. In this acknowledgment of 
the Son in his humble state, thus saving us, we have the Father’s . 
rich love, and precious promises, and the holy Spirit’s power, in- 
fluence, and witness. “Ever giving thanks to the Father, who 
hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light,” Col. i. 12. 


When I behold the Father’s love Then sense submits to faith divine, 


Shine in the person of his Son, Which lords it over carnal views : 
His Spirit brings my soul to own My soul gets settled in its hope ; 


My God, th’ eternal three in one. This truth Ising, and sweetly muse. M. 


64 FEBRUARY 20. 
That I may win Christ.—Phil. ui. 8. 

No sooner had good king Hezekiah established his throne 
in righteousness, restored religion in his kingdom, set his whole 
heart to serve the Lord, and his God prospered him, but ap invad- 
ing Sennacherib enters his territories, and- encamps against his 
fenced cities, 2 Chron. xxxii. 1. Scripture and experience daily 
preach to God’s children, “ this is not your rest :? You are in a 
militant state. Though Jesus hath taken Possession of the soul, 
and cast out the strong man armed, think not of folding your arms, 
and saying, I shall see war no more ; for your adversary has many 
after-games to play. He will not only encamp_ against your fenced 
cities, and attack your out-works, but will also attempt your very 
heart and mind. Beware of such suggestiohs as these, they are the 
whispers of a destroying foe; ‘Come, you are now an excellent 
‘christian ; you havea tongue to speak for Jesus, you don’t live and 
act as the rest of the careless, sinful world, you have ‘made great 
advances in holiness, now you have somewhat to glory in yourself 
before God.” Jesus, Master, save us in this hour of Satan’s attack ! 
When in such a storm, better to cast overboard all the heavy lading 
of self-confidence to right the ship. “A haughty spirit goeth before 
a fall,’ Prov. xvi. 18. ‘ 

Let us ever remember, Jesus is all our gain and all our glory. 
Weare still poor sinners. By renouncing all, and cleaving to him, 
we enjoy allin him. No fruits produced, no comforts experienced, 
but by abiding in him. What! possess Jesus, and yet want to 
win him? Yes. . O there is much more knowledge of, peace from, _ 

love to, joy in, and conformity to Jesus, to be gained and experien- 
ced, than any of us have yet found! Jesus-enameured hearts, like 
avaricious gamesters, never, never think they have enough of Jesus 
in time, till they have gained the full enjoyment of his matchless 
charms in glory. They renounce all for his sake. Wherefore ? 
on terms and conditions to barter for an interest in Christ? No: 
gracious, loving hearts detest such base undervaluing thoughts of | 
their infinitely precious Saviour. Shall the dross and dung of our 
_ doings and perfermances be put in competition with his most glori- 
ous excellency, who is our prize, our portion, our treasure ? “« Whom 
have I in heaven but thee, or what is there on earth I desire in com- 
parison of thee ?” will ever be the language of faith. 


My God, my life, my love, There’s nothing here deserves my joys 
To thee, to thee I call; There’s nothing like my God. 

Y cannot live if thouremove, — The smilings of thy face, 
For thou art all in all, How amiable they are ! 

“What empty things are all the skies, Tis heav’n to rest in thy embrage, 


And this inferior clod ? _ And ne where else but there. 


FEBRUARY 21. 65 


Strive to enter in. at the strait gate; for many, I say unto 
you, shall seek to enter in, but shall not be able.-—-Luke 
xii. 21.. NPE TN 

‘wou feeble-minded disciple, weak in faith, thy Jesus speaks 
not thus to discourage thee from seeking salvation by him only ; 
for he also says, “ Every one that seeketh findeth.” But rather he 
hereby animates and encourages thy soul in striving against every 
enemy that opposeth thy entering his kingdom by the strait gate, 
even by his one atonement, and one righteousness only. He designs | 
also to shew that men may not only seek, but strive, yea, strive 
asin anagony “to enter in, but shall not be able.” Why? Because 
they expect to enter the kingdom by some other gate than Jesus. 

But, says the apostle, “No man is crowned, except he strives 

lawfully.” Earnestness, zeal, activity, avail nothing, while Jesus 
is not the only object : his blood, the only plea for pardon; his 
righteousness, the only hope for acceptance, But this, in the eyes 
of self-righteous professors, makes the gate appear too strait indeed. 
Hence they seek to enter, by ways more pleasing to their pride, 
and more agreeable to the corrupt lusts of their nature. So that 
striving is not so much opposed to seeking, as the strait-gate Jesus 
“is to every other method of salvation of man’s devising. There is 
an awful denunciation against such, Isa. xlv. 9? “«% Woe be to him 
that striveth with his Maker.” Shall potsherds of the earth dare 
contend against the sovereignty of God’s wisdom, power, and grace ? 

Here is the strife of the Pharisee. And in opposition to the sloth and 

licentiousness of the Antinomian, says our Lord to all his disciples, 

‘ Strive—strive, by my power which strengthens you, against every 

enemy that opposeth your entering my kingdom, by me.’ 

As surely as there is a devil in hell, there will be false teachers 
on earth. So long as thou continuest in the body, thou wilt have 
corrupt Justs, carnal reason, the workings of pride, unbelief, and 
self-righteousness. Now all these unite to oppose thy faith, and 
contend against thy hope 5 but thy master, who calleth thee to arms, 
bids thee “be of good courage, and strive for the mastery.” In his 
strength thou art sure to conquer. and win the prize. ““ Press for- 
ward, striving against sin,” Heb. xii. 4—“ striving for the faith of 
the gospel,” Phil. i. 27—stiving fervently in prayer,” Col. iv. 12, 
—« striving according to his workings, who worketh mightily in his 
people,” Chap. i. 29. 


Give light, O Lord, to see the gate, Turn off my eyes from other hopes, 
And strength to strive to enter in That would beguile my soul = 

By THEE who art the truth, the way, O fix and keep my wand’ring heart, 
From Satan’s power, the world, and sin. To thee entire and whole: M. 


66 FEBRUARY 22. 


Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou 
— disquieted within me? Hope thou in God, for I shall yet 
praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my 
God.—-Psalm xlii, 11. Hips 
WE are not to expect the sunshine of joy all the way through, 
this vale of tears. Comfortable frames and joyful feelings, though 
sweet and delightful, are not always so profitable to the soul. Were 
we always onthe mountof joy, alas, we should forget we are strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth; but should be for building tabernacles of 
rest in a polluted place; and cry out with the highly-favored disci- 
ples, “It is good for us to be here; but they knew not what they. 
said,” Luke ix. 33. Itis the glory of a christian to live by faith 
on Jesus; to judge of his Saviour’s love from the word of truth, 
more than by sense and feeling : yea under dejection and disquiet of 
soul,than to hope and trust in God, to check and rebuke one’s. self 
for doubts and diffidence ; this is: truly the exercise of faith. Faith 
supports the soul, and lifts it above the determinations of carnal 
reason and the suggestions of sense. ‘The believer is to abide steadily 
by the word of truth, though in heaviness for a season ; being per- 
suaded that shortly he shall rejoice in and praise God, even for this 
gloomy dispensation ; concluding from the word of God’s grace and 
faithfulness, “ Jehovah Jesus is the health of my countenance, and 
my God.” This is the very joy of faith. Such the sweet experience 
’ of David. Mark the frequent declarations to this purpose in the 42d 
and 43d Psalms. The Holy Ghost hath recorded these for our in- 
struction. pag % 
Disciple, it is well for thee to learn wisdom hereby. Thy frame 
may vary ; the foundation of God’s love standeth sure ; his promises 
cannot fail; the word of truth, yea the oath of J ehovah, are engaged 
for the ‘salvation of all who “ have fled to Jesus for refuge.” Thou 
mayest meet with many things, from within and without, to-cast down. 
thy soul, to distress and disquiet thee ; but thou art called to look to 
Jesus, not to stagger at the promises through unbelief ; but, like the, 
father of the faithful, « against hope to believe in hope ;”’ not to con- id 
sider thine own corrupt nature, its lustings to evils, its enmity to 
STace, so as to give up thy hope. There is ever cause of humility, — 
‘but no reason for casting away thy confidence in Jesus in and under 
thy worst frames. Though thou sinketh to hell, in the view of thy. 
deserts, yet through the righteousness of J esus, life and salvation are 
procured for the hell-deserving. Encourage thy soul to hope in him, 
So shalt thou praise and glorify him. «I will bless the Lord at 41) 
aan his praise shall continually -be in my mouth.”’ Why so? 
i ke my soul shall make her boast in the Lord,” Psalm xxxiy, 


t 


| FEBRUARY 23. 67 
We know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; 
' for we shall see him as he is.—1\.John ui, 2. 


Wuy should the Lord, who giveth us all things richly to enjoy, 
lay an embargo on our fully gratifying ourselves in the use of them 2. 
Why are we called to daily mortification and self-denial, as to sensual 
objects? Verily, it is all in love to our souls, that J esus and spiritual 
objects might be more enjoyed; for experience proves the life of 
sense to be opposite to the life of faith. The more pleasure, comfort, 
and happiness we enjoy in the things of this life, this tends to make 
us love the world, and loath to leave it ! and so our affections to Jesus 
cool, our desires after his appearing abate in their fervor, and we 
loose our longings after the unclouded sight of himin glory. So St. 
Paul reproves christians of old: “Are ye not carnal, and walk as 
men? 1 Cor. iii. 8. How justly applicable is this interrogation to 
us also! Reflect on this soul-reviving truth, Yet a little while and 
Jesus shall appear. So sure as he was once upon earth in our nature, 
he will appear again in the same human body, exalted and glorified. 
And can we know and believe this as an undoubted truth, live upon 
it in expectation, without finding a deadness to this present world, 
and allits enjoyments? Here we feel sin in our flesh,. pains in our 
bodies, afflictions our companions, wanderings and deadness. in 
duties, trials and temptations of yarious sorts ; and innumerable 
evils of every kind doth this short life abound with: but at the ap- 
pearing of Jesus all will be at an end; for we shall be like him: our 
shall be perfectly conformed to his image. In soul and body we 
vile bodies shall be fashioned like to his glorious body. Our souls 
shall eternally enjoy him. And are we the subjects of such a hope ? 
Let us live like ourselves ; as members of Jesus our head. Let us . 
ever be pressing after him, living upon his fulness, and longing for 
his appearing. Most blessed ‘sight! most desirable fruition! we 
shall see our Jesus ashe is. Once the.despised Nazarine—once the 
devoted victim to curse and wrath ; but now the Lord of life and 
glory, bestowing immortality and eternal life upon his’ dearly-pur- 
chased, blood-bought members. O; were our hearts more with 
Christ on the cross, and more with him on his throne by faith, how 
would sin be subdued, the world overcome, Satan conquered, and our 
happy hearts triumphing in love ! for “we are more than conquer- 
ors over all, through Jesus that hath loved us.” - Ry 


O the delights, the heavenly joys ! But when our eyes behold his face, 
The glories of the place, - ~ Our hearts shall love him more. 
Where Jesus sheds the brightest beams And while our faith enjoys this sight, 

Of his o’erflowing grace ! We long to leave our clay ; 
This is the Man, th’ exaited Man, And wish thy fiery chariots, Lord, 
Whom we, unseen, adore: ; To fetch oux souls away. 


68 JANUARY 24, 


Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart.— 
2 Chron. xxxii. 26, 23 


Ovutwarp, gross, abominable sins, self-righteous Prarisees cry 
out against, and profess to humble themselves for; but to mourn over, 
and be humbled for heart sins, spiritual pride, &c. is peculiar to gra- 
cious souls only. We read of two things in the word, the most oppo- 
site to each other: Hear and adore ! the high and lofty oe, that in- 
habiteth eternity, “ humbleth himself” to visit man, Psalm cxiii. 6., 
Hear, and be astonished ! “ Man opposeth and exalteth himself against 
God,” 2 Thess. ii. 4. “ Pride proceeds out of the heart,” saith 
Jesus, Mark vii. 21. This makes us murmur against the God of 
providence, fretful under his dispensations, forgetful of his benefits, 
and unthankfulfor his mercies. Pride opposeth the sovereign God 
of grace, and would snatch the crown of glory from the everlasting 
God of love, and place it upon the head of that guilty creature of a 
day, man. Pride swells the haughty mind with indignation against 
the truths of Jehovah. That salvation is wholly by grace, free favor, 
unmerited love, unconditional election of God the Father by Jesus 
Christ, is contrary to the proud vain thoughts of man; therefore man 

‘isagainst this. For this leaves him nothing whereof to glory in him- 
self that he hath done, or can do, to fulfil terms and conditions, to 
gain an interest in salvation, or procure a title to glory. 

_ Here God alone is glorified—Christ exalted—grace reigns—and 
truth established; while the poor sinner’s mouth is stopped, his honor 
laid in the dust, and in self-abasement he humbles himself for the 
pride of his heart. So grace triumphs over all the ruin of the fall. 

‘Thus it affects sinners when it reacheth the heart. Alt boasting is 
excluded. “O righteous Father! thy will be done,”? in sovereign 
grace and electing love. Thou hast a right to do what thou wilt with - 
thine own. Grace, favor, mercy, faith, repentance, hope, peace, love, 
holiness, heaven, all is thy free gift by Jesus. None hath any claim 
on thee ; guilt hath Aorfeited all. But to the wretched and helpless 

_thou hast made thy self a debtor by free promise and sovereign procla- 
_Mmation in Christ Jesus. Do I see this? Is my heart soft and yielding 

to submit to salvation by grace only? Wherefore is this to me, while 

. others are blinded to the truth, and their hearts hardened against it ? 
The work is thine ; all the glory is due to thee alone ; for «“ even SO, 

righteous Father, it seemed good in thy sight.” 

Such are the sertiments of gracious, humble souls; to such he 
“giveth more grace.” « For God resisteth the proud, (who oppose 
the Father’s electing love, and the righteousness of his Son) but giveth 
grace to the humble,” (whose hope is not in himself, but in the Lord 
his God). « Humble yourselves, ‘therefore, under the mighty hand 
of God, that he may exalt you in due time,” 1 Pet. y. 5. 


FEBRUARY 25. 69 


David said moreover, The Lord that delivered me out of 
the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he 
will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.— 
1 Sam. xvii. 37. . . 


Farrn, by ancient writers, has been stiled ¢ the queen of eraces.’ 
As such she displays her dignity, by disdaining to consult any power 
below the King of saints. When she calls in reason and reflection 
upon past experiences, it is to give all the glory to her sovereign 
Lord. Thus David makes confession of faith in his king. What 
was the gigantic size, the formidable appearance, and the haughty 
threatenings of his Philistine antagonist ? To the eye of his faith, all 
were mean and contemptible ; for he saw him that was invisible ; he. 
fixed his confidence on the invisible power of the Omnipotent. He 
considered not himself; “ he was strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might ;”’ he had sweet experience of the truth of his Lord ; 
_* To him that believeth, all things are possible,’ Mark ix. 23. He 
had seen the power of the Lord in delivering him from the fierceness 
of a lion, and from the strength of a bear; and therefore says, not 
with a perhaps ora paradventure, but absolutely in full confidence of 
faith, “ The Lord hath delivered, and he will deliver.” And the 
history fully assures us, ‘according to his faith, so it was.” 
Now « whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written far 
our learning,” Rom, Xv. 4- Here is a lesson of instruction, from: 
which disciples of Jesus may learn the doctrine of self-despair. 
‘Thine enemies are fierce as lions, strong as bears, potent - and formi- 
dable as Goliath of Gath. To know thou hast neither might nor 
strength, and to despair of victory from thyself, is thy wisdom. , This 
humbling lesson proud nature is averse to; but itis profitable to the 
spirit. By faith we glory in the Lord, and him only. Can I look 
back to past experience of his grace and power? Can I call to mind; 
that in such danger the Lord appeared as my deliverer ? Atsuch a 
fime I sweetly experienced the Lord’s power, and triumphed over 
- mine enemies ? therefore I will trust in the Lord, and not be afraid, 
’ Past experiences encourage future hopes. A tried friend is a sure 
friend. To forget past mercies is ungrateful. To bury our Saviour’s 
_ former dealings with our souls in oblivion, is dishonorable to him 3 
not to consider Jesus as the only hope, and live upon him day by day 
in the exercise of faith, is to live below our privilege. Never arraign 
_ his love, because he suffers thine enemies to put ona dreadful form, 
and attack thee With violence. ‘This is to draw thy faith into exer- 
cise, that thy soul may have larger experience of his love and deliv- 
erance. Thus saith the Lord, (most comfortable words !) Be not 
afreid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude ; for the battle 
is not yours, but God’s,” 2 Chron. xx. 15. 
Vor. I, I i 


70 . FEBRUARY 26. 


Behold Icome as a thief Blessed is he that watcheth, 
and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they 
see his shame.—-Rev. xvi. 15. 


Vain confidence begets spiritual sloth. Licentious . principles 
harden the heart in sin, deafen the ear to the calls of grace, and 
cause the tongue to pronounce evangelical excitements to love and 
obedience, Lecax. But the faith of Jesus ‘enlivens to duty, and in- 
spires the soul with godly jealousy and holy watchfulness. So the 
members of Jesus are blessed ; blessed in him with ail spiritual bles- 
sings ; and they enjoy a sweet sense of blessedness in obeying him. 
“ Behold I come,” saith Jesus the head. ‘In the faith of this, enable 
me, Lerd, to watch alway, saith every living member. We know 
but in part; there are infinitely greater blessings to be found in Jesus, 
more of his knowledge, his love, his peace, of his image, greater 
conformity to, and likeness ofhim. For this we are called to watch, 
and wait, and pray continually, lest we lose the garments of truth, 
the clothing of humility, the adorning of the gospel, and sorrow 
overtake us, and shame cover us. So also to watch against the des- 
perate wickedness of our nature, the devices of Satan, and the de- 
ceits of an ensnaring world. None fully know the dangers to which 
they are exposed, and how dreadfully they may be suffered to fall. 
Most true, Jesus both can and will keep all his members, by his pow- 
er through faith unto salvation. But itis as true, thou wilt have sad 
evidence of thy interest in him, while his word is not thy rule of 
‘conduct. Warcn, saith he. 

Comfort and peace of soul are enjoyed in the \ way of circumspec- 
tion and watchfulness, while with care and diligence we study to ap- 
prove ourselves as God’s children, “ by a holy walk and godly conver- 
sation.” Awful instances are frequent and visible, of many souls 
“who did run well for a season rigs but Satan hath hindered. They have 
forsaken the precious truths of Jesus, the world has enslaved them, 
and their conversation-garments are defiled with gross and abomina- 
ble sins. Their minds appear destitute of faith, love, and holiness, 
and their shame is seen manifest. A state, how deplorable! how 
much to be dreaded ! all from neglecting to watch. Serious thoughts 
are terrifying, self-examination they fly from, the view of death fills 
them with horrcr, an appearing, forsaken Jesus they dread. But he 
will come ; every eye must see him ; though as a thief, suddenly ; 
yet to his faithful ones not dreadfully, to rob and destroy them ; but 
to gather them together, that they may be ever with him. And now, 
“little children, abide in him ; that when. he shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming,” 
1 John ii. 28. 


FEBRUARY 27. 71 


For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me.—2-Cor. xii. 8. 


Our Saviour represents God’s own elect as crying day and night 
to him, Luke xvili. 7. Sore temptations, soul-burdens, satan’s 
buffetings, are peculiarly felt by them. Their crying under them 
is a proof of spiritual life ; their crying to the Lord only, is an evi- 
dence of the faith of God’s elect; their intreaties to be delivered 
from them shew the sanctified, holy disposition of their souls. Thus 
the Lord draws out into exercise the graces of his children. His 
eyes are ever upon them, his ears open to their prayers, and his 
almighty power and grace sufficient to deliver them. But “he that 
believeth, must not make haste.” We must tarry the Lord’s leis- 
ure, and be strong in hope. His time is best. It is Ged’s will we 
should tell him of our trials and temptations. After we have done 
this, “ we have need of patience ;” we must wait for the fulfilment of 
his promise. Thisis our duty. io 

Paul prayed again and again, still the buffetings were continued ; 
his mind was uneasy, his soul distressed, the enemy triumphing, the 
Lord making as though he heard not. Prayer and patience must 
gohandin hand. Murmurings are the offspring of unbelief. Fret- 
fulness ariseth from pride. To lie humble at the feet of Jesus is our 
wisdom. Indulge no hard thoughts of the Saviour’s will to make 
thee holy, or power to make. thee happy, though sin and satan, like 
unwelcome visitors, daily intrude—appear in various shapes—at- 
tack from different quarters, and seem in some sort to gain upon 
thee in thought, word, or action. When inwardly discomposed by 
unholy tempers, and outwardly harrassed by various temptations, 
poor souls are ready to think the war will end in their destruction ; 
that Jesus will never give complete, victory. But most assuredly 
he will. Indue time we shall reap, if we faint not. Let it suffice, 
«“ My grace is sufficient for thee,” saith the triumphant head in 
glory, to each of his militant members on car th. Importunate pray- 
ing, humble waiting, confident believing, comfortable hoping, are the 
very life and essence of a christian. And let his besetting tempta- 
tions or conflicting trials be what they may, it is his blessed privi- 
lege to write with the pen of faith, « What shall separate from the 
love of Christ? Nay, in all these things we are more than conquer- 
ors through him that loved us,” Rom. viii. $5, 37. 


Let me but hear my Saviour-say, When Tam weak, then am I strong, 


Strength shall be equal to thy day ; Christ is my’strength and Christ my song : 
Then I rejoice in deep distress, §¢ Sufficient is my grace,” he saith : 


Leaning on all-snfficient grace. This is enough for prayer and faith. | Me. 


72 FEBRUARY 28. 


Jesus said unto him, Verily I sayunto thee, To-day tho 
shalt be with me n Paradise —Luke xxii, 43... 


Unsexter, how great is its power! how strong its influence ! 
it would forever blind the eyes, and harden the heart against Jesus 
and his grace; but.“ he shall divide the spoil with the strong.” 
The prophet’s prediction is here clearly fuifilled ; the sovereignty 
of grace is fully displayed. Our Lord’s own doctrine is truly verified 
in these two thieves: ° One shali_ be taken, the other left,” Matt. 
&xiv. 40. Pride is the companion of unbelief. This keeps men, in 
obstinacy ; they will not see ; they will not bow to God’s sovereignty. 
But this is a comfortable truth to self-abased souls : God’s power is - 
their hope. But doth our Lord bring sinners to glory without faith, 
repentance, and holiness? Doth he leave his people in their sins and 
rebellions ? No, blessed be his name ! J esus is exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour: he gives repentance and remission of sins, “So 
he saves his people from their sins.” So he makes them happy in 
his love by the secret power of the Spirit’s inward operations. Who 
made these two companions in sin, these blasphemers of Jesus io dif- 
fer? Grace, sovereign, distinguishing, almighty grace, did this 

wonderful work ; “and it is marvellous in our eyes.” How rapid 
its power ! how swift its race! in one momenta railer against Jesus 
is changed to a believer in him; a proud rebel to an humbie suppliant; 
a self-justifying sinner to a Christ-exalting saint ; ina moment con- 
verted, pardoned, sanctified, and made meet for glory—to-day heil- 
deserving, to-day in Paradise. Thus this thief belieyed with his 
heart unto righteousness, and made confession with his mouth unto 
salvation, 
| What hath grace done? what is it not able to effect? Sweetest 
encouragement to the vilest of sinners, to look to Jesus; strongest 
assurance for the weakest believers to abide in him. “ Lord Jesus, 
- remember me,” proceeds from grace in the heart of his members— 
“ thou shalt be with me in paradise,’ is the gracious answer trom 
-the tongue of the head. It was the grace’ of our Lord Jesus that 
saved this thief, this highwayman, and translated him from a gallows 
on earth to a crown in glory. The most amiable character, the most 
upright person hath nothing else to look to, to hope for, or trust in, 
but the cross of Christ alone. for salvation. This is all our glorying. 
By the death of Jesus we live. The same Spirit that enables the 
soul to believe on Jesus, conforms it to Jesus in likeness and love, 
-and sanctifies it through the faith of Jesus, and makes it “ meet* for 
ihe heavenly inheritance with the saints in glory,” Col. i. 12, ; 


L 
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That he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given lum.—John xvii. 2. 


DeisM, or arejection of God’s revealed truth, is natural to us 
all. Hence some have said, ‘ The religion of nature is the religion 
of Satan ;’? for it affects a spirit of pride and independence ot God, 
and rebellion against his will. Why does a Deist reyect the way of 
salvation by Jesus; Truly, because it is contrary to his na.ural 
- notions: he cannot reconcile it to the attributes and perfections of 
Deity. Upon the very sarne footing many professors abhor, with 
the utmost indignation, the scripture-doctrines of God’s everlasting 
love, unconditional election of sinners, and ‘the final perseverance 
of his saints to eternal life, by Jesus. Now, both Deists and Phari- 
sees proceed upon the same principles ; carnal reason, pride, and 
self-righteousness, reign in their hearts, and blind their eyes. 

But it is the believer’s mercy to see the truth: his humility to 
submit to it; and his duty to contend for it in love. Thus our elder 
brother Jesus ever acted, and thus he prays in submission to the 
will of his Father, and our F ather. Though he had power over all 
flesh, yet only to those “the many, whom the Father had given 
him, was he to give eternal life.’ They were given to him as his 
charge, to redeem, sanctify, and save : they were given to him as the . 
reward of all his toils and sufferings : they are the precious jewels 
which compose his mediatorial crown: not one of them can be lost. 
This is impossible. Hence he glories of them, “ Behoid, I, and the 
children whom the Lord hath given me,” Isa. vill. 18. Hence they 
are distinguished by special grace ; they possess the gift of precious 
faith, ‘ called the faith of God’s elect,” Tit. i. 1—it being peculiar 
to them only. By this they enjoy the sense of the Father’s electing 
love, the knowledge of the Son’s redemption, and the comforting 
witness of the Holy Ghost. | 

One of the most excellent of all human compositions ; full of truth 
and sweetness, and well worthy the constant study of every christian, 
is the 17th Article of the church of England—+ Predestination to 
life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations 
of the world were laid) he hath constantly decreed by his counsel, 
secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom he hath 
chosen in Christ, out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to 
everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honor: wherefore they 
“which be endued with so excellent a benefit of God, be.called accerd- 
ing to God’s purpose, by his Spirit working in due season. “Lhey, 
through grace, obey the calling ; they be justified freely ; made sons 
of God by adoption ; made like the image of Jesus Christ, they walk 
religiously in good works, and at length, by God’s mercy they at- 
tain everlasting felicity.’ “ Hold fast the form of sound words.’”’ 
2 Tim, i, 13. ; 
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Therefore all things whatsoever you would that men should 
do unto you, do ye even so to them; for this is the law 
and the prophets.~—Matt. vii. 12. 


It is an observation of the Heathens, that ‘if virtue was to ap- 
pear in human form, men would be enamoured with her beauty.’ 
But, alas! this has been proved to be an idle speculation. For that 
glorious man Jesus, in whom every virtue centered, who was adorn- 
ed with every grace ; who went about doing good, and lived as ne- 
ver man did, yet “ he was despised and rejected of man.” Blindness 
of mind is a first-born sin. To sce form and comeliness in Jesus, is 
peculiar to enlightened souls. - To hear, love, and obey the holy pre- 
cepts Christ taught, ariseth froma renewed heart. Morality and 
good works are at the tongue’s end of every man. ‘The most im- 
moral and profligate are ever ready to applaud, to boast of; and to 
trust in, even what they naver practise. It is a certain truth, they: 
boast most of their works who have the smallest share of them. 

It is the christian’s mercy that he is not only delivered from such 
awful delusion ; but what Jesus taught outwardly, in word, is wrote 
inwardly in his heart by the power of the Spirit. Therefore obedi- 
ence is delightful from inward principles. Though he is not called to 
merit the love of God by his moral obedience, yet love is the sweet, 
constraining principle to moral observances. “ Loveis the fulfilling 
of the whole law.” As “whatever is not of faith is sin,” so whatever 
proseeds not from love, is contrary to holiness. An immoral chris- 
tian is as inconsistent a character‘as a chaste harlot. Heathens might 
talk of the golden rule’; the law may command it; the prophets may 
instruct in the nature of it; natural men may pretend to adinire it; 
but heavenly instructed believing sou!s only, are enabled to love it in 
the spirit of their minds, and to obey it in their life and practice. 

Verily, disciple, though Jesus gave no laws, by the fulfilling of 
which thou shouldst obtain a title to eternal life 3 yethe, who fulfill- 
ed all righteousness for thy salvation, calls thee to love and obey his’ 
precepts. The moral precepts of Jesus are as much enjoined by him 
as when he says “ Come unto me all that are heavy laden, and I will 
refresh you.” In obeying this we find comfort to eur soul. _ In ob- 
serving the golden rule of morality, we bear a noble testimony to the 
honor of Jesus, to the glory of God, and to the good of our feilow- 
creatures. It behoves us to beware lest Jesus “is wounded in the 
house of his fiends,” and the way of truth be evil spoken of, by acon- 
trary conduct ; for, saith Jesus, “ Ye are my friends, if ye do what- 
soever I command you,” John xv. 14. is 
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Let us therefore come bodily to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in every 
time of need.—Heb. iv. 16. 


Very few, comparatively, of the ‘subjects of an earthly monarch 
are permitted free access to majesty. This is too high an honor to 
be made common. Kings’ courts are for the noble and eminent. 
The poor and destitute, the miserable and distressed have no admis- 
sion there ; but, ye poor, distressed subjects of Jesus, the King of 
kings, it is not thus with you. Your King, though ever on a throne, 
where majesty and glory shine with the brightest lustre, yet grace, 
~ mercy, and kindness are freely dispensed to needy souls. Hither 
you are invited to come; yea, more, to come bodily. Why? Be- 
cause you are “ rich, and increased in goods, and have need of noth- 
ing?” Nay, but because your King knows youare “ poor and mis=_ 
erable, blind and naked creatures in yourselves” day after day. 
Nothing to present to your King te procure his favor—nothing to 
bring, which deserves his acceptance of you. Buthe loves your per- 
sons, and has riches for your poverty, eye-salve for your blindness, 
a garment for your nakedness, a robe for your rags, and mercy for 
your misery ; yea, a heaven of grace for your hell of deserts. 

Your Mediator with his blood, your High Priest with his much in- 
cense, always intercedes. ‘There can be no period of your life but 
whatisatime of need. Who has obtained all the mercy ? Who has 
found all the grace which can be dispensed from this throne? Thou 
art still a sinner, and wantest mercy and grace ; thou hast still need 
of both; and as thou findest thy want of mercy, thy need of grace, 
hither thou mayest always repair with boldness; here thou mayest 
ever expect arich supply; for God the Father, is the fountain of 
grace and mercy ; Jesus thy Saviour, is the treasurer; “ All fulness 
of grace dwells in him ;” the Spirit, the comforter, is the dispenser 
of mercy and grace. Why then, O soul, that backwardness, that 
shyness, which too, too often hengs upon thee ? What privilege: so 
great ? what encouragement so strong 

«Come with boldness,’ yet consistent with awe and reyerence. 
Boldness of faith is grounded on something without a man, on nothing 
in him; not on the fervent heart of love, the bleeding heart of repen- 
tance, the active life of obedience, the suffering mind of patience ; 
but faith fixes on Jesus, and the believer comes with an empty heart 
and hand to be filled with the free gifts of grace. He may come with 
boldness of speech to Jesus.as his friend and brother, freely to pour 
his complaints into his loving heart, and to tell him of all his sorrow. 
Sweetest encouragement from the friend of sinners | “ Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden,” (most blessed premise !) 


« and I will give you rest,” Matt. xi. 28. 


76 MARCH 4. 
Unto you who believe, he is precious. Pet. ii. 7. 


WE are loved with precious love ; redeemed by frrecious bloods 
comforted by precious frromises ; justified by precious JSaith: yea, 
righteousness, holiness, heaven, we have all by union with a precious 
Jesus. Surely then, “to them that believe he is precious.” ; 

‘Say, ye sons and daughters of poverty and affliction, is not this a 
time when friends grow cool and desert you? Butin such a seasons 
did you find one friend who visited you in your distress—was ever 
saying kind things to you—ever doing all possible good for you— 
when in prison he sought you out, and set you at liberty—when sick 
he was your physician and healed you—when naked he clothed you— 
when in abject poverty he made you rich—thus was always, pleased 

‘when he could make you easy and happy—say, is not this a friend of 
ten thousand? a friend who sticketh closer than a brother? Is not. 
such a one precious indeed? | 

All this, and infinitely more than all this, hath Jesus done for a poor 
wretched race of sinners. ‘lherefore he is indeed to them, a precious 
« Friend, who loveth at all times : the precious brother, who is born 

_ for adversity,” Proy. xvii. 17.“ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
to-day and forever.’’ Precious in what he hath dene yesterday—. 
shed his blood for the guilty—wrought out a righteousness to clothe 
‘the naked soul. To-day he is pleading our cause before the throne, 
where “he ever lives to save to the uttermost all them that.come un- 
to God by him,” Heb. vii. 25. He is making love-visits, sending kind 
tokens, refreshing manifestations of his favor,, causing poor hearts 
to rejoice in him, filling them with peace and comfort through him. 
O he is inestimably precious in what he is doing, and in what he will 
do ; for Jesus will never leave one of his members till he has brought 
them all safe through a wicked world, given them the victory over sin, 
satan, and death, and lodged their precious souls in the arms of his 
embraces ; “for where I am, there shall all my servants be,” saith 
eur loving Saviour. U whocan say how infinitely precious Jesus is 
to the saints above ! This we must die to know. Though “now we 
know but in part, and speak but in part ;” yet what we do see and 

know by faith, we can say, “ he is precious indeed,” 

However distressing our circumstances to sense and feeling, yet 
his eye seeth us, his heatt of love is towards us, he is Immanuel, God 
with us. Are we sick of sin? he is our physician. Is sin our burden? 
he is our mighty deliverer. Doth the law accuse and condemn us ? he 
38 the Lord our righteousness. Do lust and corruption rebel against 
us! heis our sanctification. Do the world, sin, and satan: threaten 

_ our destruction? he is Jesus, our Saviour, our salvation 3 our ali 
and in all, Col. iii, 11, . 


MARCH 5., 77 
Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling.— 
2 Tim. i. 9. aa 
Sucg as our natural notions of sin and danger are, such is our 
judgment of salvation and deliverance. In our natural state we see 
only the fruits of sin in outward actions ? but consider not the cor- 
_ Tupt, cursed root from whence they spring. Hence poor souls think 
it no great and difficult matter to be saved: especially if they have 
Some specious shew of the external adornings of sobriety, morality, 
and religion. Happy souls, who have escaped this dangerous rock of 
pride and self-deceit ! for when the scales of ignorance fail from the 
~ eyes, and the veil of unbelief is taken off the heart; when the true 
light shineth in the mind, and the purity and spirituality of God’s 
holy law is made manifest in the conscience, then the sinner sees his 
state truly desperate. Sin appears exceeding sinful; justly deserved 
hell and wrath are most dreadful ; and most deplorable of all, he finds 
he must utterly sink itfto despair, and perish, for any thing he is able 
to do to save his soul. “ God be merciful to me a sinner !” is the cry 
of his heart, “ In that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book ; 
and the eyes of the blind shail see out of obscurity,” saith the Lord, 
Isa. xxix. 18. The book of God’s eternal counsel shall be disclosed ; 
his purpose and decree of salvation shall be made known by his re- 
vealed truth to the heart; the joyful sound of salvation by Jesus shall 
- be heard in the soul, and the poor sinner shall see Christ’s finished 
work as his only hope. Love presided in the counsel. Grace shall 
reign to salvation. The gospel trumpet sounds reconciliation to un- 
godly sinners, salvation for lost souls. ‘heir good works produced it _ 
not ; their sins, however numerous and great, shall not deprive them 
of it. We are first saved, then called to know it, and glorify God for it, 
When called with an effectual calling to Jesus, by the word and 
power of the spirit, we possess and enjoy hope in God, and comfort 
from him. Effects prove their cause. A bold, confident assurance 
€ that I am elected, I know my sins are pardoned,’ is not of the essence 
of gospel faith, or that applies the comforts of gospel salvation to the 
soul; but election to salvation is made manifest by “a holy calling.” 
Paul did not only confidently assert he was an apostle ; but, says he, 
« truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you,” 2 Cor. xii, 
12. And verily, disciple, if thou art saved in purposé and decree 
from eternity, redeemed by Jesus in time, effectual vocation is ‘the 
consequence ; whereby thou art called to the knowledge of a holy 
Saviour by a holy faith ; arta partaker of a holy nature, and wilt 
“ shew thy faith by thy works.” Inward purity of heart and outward 
holiness of life will ever be the study and joy of thy soul. Without 
holiness, no man shall see the Lord,’ Heb. xii. 14. ’ 
Vou I. ‘ K 


\ 
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String against sinw—Heb. xii. 4. 


‘ Wuat poor, low, legal work is this ?? say some, ¢ We are hap- 
py in Christ without such a strife‘ We are perfect, fully born 
again, perfectly sanctified and freed from all sin ; therefore our strife 
is at an end,’ say others. Alas ! poor, honest, upright christian, thou 
art ever in danger ; on the right hand, of licentiousness ; on the left 
hand, of pride and delusion, and also from a deceitful heart within. 
What with the white devil of pride, and the black devil of lust, thou 

art ever liable to be seduced from the truth. What amercy to have 

a true touchstone to try men and doctrines by ! The experience of 
christians of old, as recorded by the Spirit of truth, affords us quite 
different sentiments of the influence of gospel-grace. _ 

The regenerate soul being restored to the life and love of God by 
the faith of Jesus, ever, while it is imprisoned in the body, is sur- 
rounded, within and without, with foes of every kind. These, like 
mighty combatants, strive and fight against its rest, holiness and 
comfort. Here the christian, under the influence of the Spirit, can- 
not, will not dare be passive to suffer sin, in its tyrannizing nature, to 
lordit over him: buthe will be active : fighting, striving, wrestling 
against his bosom inmate, his worst foe, in-dweiling sin. It reflects 
a dishonor upon the author and the grace of faith, to suppose that it 

leaves the soul in an idle kind of waiting, or melancholy sitting still; 
or that it can be satisfied with carnal gratifications, and sensual de- 
lights of a perishing world. No: being alive to God, possessing 
the faith of Jesus, we shall strive for-the niastery, and be temperate 
in all things. Our very sigh3 and groans, sensible weariness and 
heaviness, evidence our conflicts and struggles ; our cry to Jesus for 
strength proves our wisdom, and forebodes our victory ; our patient 
enduring, submissive waiting, steady persevering, and constant 
striving, till deliverance, perfect deliverance is granted, shew that 
«we have the mind of Christ”—the life of Christ—the Spirit of 
Christ ; that we are the beloved brethren. of Christ, and that soon 
we shall be for ever with Christ. ye 

Now the Lord’s promise is, “I will drive out your foes by. little 
and little.” In a very, very short time, (O christian, lift up thy head 
with joy, thy redemption draweth nigh) the joyful sound of perfect. 
victory shall be proclaimed, «and the enemies you this day see, feel, 
and groan under, strive and fight against, you shall see them ne 

more for ever.” : 


Lord, I esteem thy judgments right, . in vain we boast perfection here, 
; “And all thy statutes just : While sin defiles our frame ; 
‘Thence I maintain a constant fi ght And sinks our virtues down so far, 


With erry flatt’ving lust. They scarce deserve the names 
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By voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord ;. in the 


morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look 
up.—Psalm v. 3. 


‘Iw the Lord we all live, move, and have our being’; therefore 

it is the indispensable duty of ail men to call upon the name of the 
Lord in prayer. But what is a duty from nature and reason, is es- 
teemed a rich privilege, an inestimable blessing, by the children of 
grace. The pouring-out of the Spirit of grace and supplication, is 
one of those spiritual blessings wherewith they are blessed in Christ 
Jesus.. In the exercise of this, saints in all ages have experienced 
sweet fellowship and communion with God, and have been indulged 
with many mercies which they sought for from him. “ And this is 
the confidence that we have in Jesus, that if we ask any see fl uc- 
cording to his will, he heareth us,” ! John v. 14. 

This duty seems to be the first employ of David’s heart. He be- 
gan the day in prayer: as soon as his eyes were favored with the | 
morning light, he directed them to lock up unto the Lord : after his 
tongue had been locked up in silent sleep, the first sound of his voice 
breaks forth in address to his God. Why is this holy man s practice 
recorded? Doubtless it was written for our instructions to remind us _ 
that it is sweet to begin the day with God. Better to go from a 
throne of grace into the business of life, than after worldly concerns 
have intruded on our minds. Wisest to seek and serve our best 
friend first. But is not this an affecting truth?) Though a throne of 

“grace is ever accessible; though believers are always acceptable 
ereto in Christ; though we have the greatest encouragements to 
draw nigh to God; though we have .g0 many strong’ corruptions, 
powerful lusts, and sinful passions, ever ready to break out, yet that 
‘we should be ‘so often beset with backwardness to prayer! May we 
not justly charge many of the slips and miscarriages, sins and fail- 
ings, the breakings forth of our unholy tempers, to the neglect of 
this duty ? How carefully oughtest thou, ‘O soul, to begin the day 
with seeking the power of the Spirit to enable thee to mortify thy’ 
sins, and to live untoGod. ‘Thou complainest of deadness and bar- 
renness of soul; who can enliven and make thee fruitful but the dear 
Lord whom thou neglectest to cry unto? If thine outward walk is a 
reproach unto thee, if the peace of thy mind is frequently ruffled and 
disturbed through want of peace and power from Jesus, doth not thy 
closet testify against thee, as too much neglected ? May not this ac- 
se be justly charged upon us? “ Ye have not, because ye ask 
not,” James iy. 2. But our beloved invites ; his command is for 
our cio “Ask and ye shall receiye, that your joy may be full,” 
John xvi. 24, 
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But ye have not so learned Christ ; if so be that ye have 
' heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth 
is in Jesus —Eph. iv. 20, 21. 


_ Jusus, the great prophet of his church, speaks to the hearts of 
hismembers. This is his superior excellence to all other prophets, 
for they can only speak to the ear. To attend a preached gospel is 
our constant duty. But all our profit and happmess arise trom hear- 
ing the Saviour’s voice to our souls. Under the outward ministry, 
inwardly to listen to the teachings of his Lord, should be every chris- 
tian’s concern! Many cry, O what an excellent preacher? what a 
charming sermon? But why? Didst thou hear Jesus spéak? did he 
teach ? hast thou heard somewhat from him? Thou knowest, disci- 
pic, though a Paul plants, though an Apollos waters, yet itis the 
S.viour’s presence and power that gives the increase of faith, love, 
peace, and joy—lIt is. 

So the Saviour is pleased to teach; so disciples love to learn. © 

. Then is it well with the soul; for it refuseth to act and walk after 
the course of this present evil world; for he says, the Saviour hath 
taught me better. Why does he take pains to teach me the love of 
his cross? Why hath he instructed me in the truths of his salvation ? 
Why hath he made known to my poor heart the unsearchable riches 
of his grace, redemption of his blood, forgiveness of sins, acceptance 
with God, and peace and love from him? And do I possess “a good 
hope through grace,” that as verily as I have learned Christ, heard 
him, been taught by him, and know the truth as in him, I shall soon 
be with him. After all this, can I walk in the vanity of my mind? 
can I turn aside from the free-grace truths of the gospel, to have my 
teeth set on edge with the sour grapes of corrupt human systems ? 
Or canst thou ever think, disciple, that the liberty of the Spirit tends 
to licentiousness of the flesh, or that grace makes sin less hateful 3 or 
that a holy walk, and obedient life, doth not flow from the doctrines 
and teachings of our Saviour? Surely, thou must know, that-as the 
work of Jesus’ life and death was to justify sinners, so the teaching 

of his Spirit is to sanctify them. And verily if this is done inwardly 
on thy soul, it will be evidenced outwardly on thy life, in separating 
thyself as a holy vessel, meet for the master’s use, from all sensuality 
and uncleanness 3 In “ putting off the old man with his deeds,” and in - 
serving our God and Saviour “in newness of the Spirit, and not in th é 
oldness of the letter,” Rom, vii. 6. wt 


Order my footsteps by thy word, A holy fellowship with thee. 
And make my heartsing re; My Lord, may Lenjoy : : 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, Thus I may ever learn to be 
Bet keep my conscie © ¢lear, — Dead to all sinful joy. . M, 
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Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return and come 
with singing to Zion, and everlasting joy shall be upon 


their head; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and 
sorrow and mourning shall flee away —Isa. li, 11. | 


“A coop word maketh the heart glad,” Prov. xii. 25. This 
is true of the good word of gospel-grace. Unscriptural notions of ~ 
conditional grace and salvation deject the spirit of sensible sinners. 
God’s free-grace declarations and absolute promises revive the hearts 
of contrite ones. Man’s ifs, suppositions, and paradventures, tend 
to counteract God’s shalis and wills, his gracious purposes and lov- 
ing determinations. Where the word of a king is, there is power : 


_‘¢ And who may say unto him, what dost thou?” Eccles. viii. 4. In 


the word of Jehovah there is almighty power : “ He doth according 
to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth: none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What dost thou?” — 
Dan. iv. 35. 

God’s I will and you shall, are the stay, the streheth, the food 
of faith. Itis the joy of believing hearts to set their seal to God’s 
free promises, and say, Amen, sobe it. The arm of the Lord, the 
strength of Jehovah, which hath done wonders of old, is not shorten- 
ed that it cannot save; that is our mercy. It is, it ever will be 
stretched forth in power; that is our comfort. Every redeemed 
soul “shail return to mount Sion, to the general assembly of the 
church of the first-born, which are enrolled in heaven ; and to God, 
the Judge of all ; and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of sprinkling,” Heb. xii. 23. 

All the objects of the Father’s love are the subjects of the Son's 
redemption, and shall be pavtakers ot the Spirit’s power and conso- 
lation. In returning to Jesus they shall find rest, and peace, and — 
joy. By the sprinkling of his blood, sorrow and mourning flee away 
_ from their consciences. Then how sweetly, how joyfully do we sing 
the song of Moses? Exod. xv. 1—« The Lord is my strength and 
my song: he is become—what? even my salvation,” &c. How 
comfortably do our souls join the triumphant song of the victorious 

Lamb, Rev. i. 5.—“ Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and hath made ‘us kings and priest unto 
God, and his Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
‘Amen.”” What strong consolation! what full assurance is proclaims _ 
ed from the mouth of the Lord! Every sentence contains a shail ; 
not it may be, but it shall be. Sinners feel the power of grnce, which 
melts hearts of stone into flesh; saints feel the comfort of love, which 
turns mournful penitents into joyful souls. “ All things are of God, 
‘who hath reconciled us to himself byJesus Christ,” 2 Cor, v. 13. 


82 MARCH 10. 
Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no 
man shall see the Lord.—-Heb. xu. 14. 


«Hx that believeth shall be saved.” ‘This is the immutable 

decree of the God of truth. As no man shall see the Lord without 
hcliness, so no man can be holy without faith in Jesus. But this is 
the peculiar blessedness of every believer, he is holy, he is “ sanc- 
tified by faith which is in Christ Jesus,” Acts. xxvi. 18. All such 
are “called to be saints,” 1 Cor. i. 2—called to holiness of life and 
conversation. There are no holy unbelievers, nof unholy believers. 
Gospel-exhortations are suited to the spiritual state of regenerate 
souls. They are subjects of the Prince of peace ; are at peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. As agreeable to their charac- 
ter, to the will of God, and to the peace of their own minds, they are 
ever to study and endeavor to follow peace with all men, consistent 
with faith and a good conscience. So of holiness : being holy mem- 
bers of the holy Jesus, beloved children of a holy God, subjects of 
aholy Spirit, called by a holy gospel, partakers of a holy faith, heirs 
of a holy kingdom; therefore all the way of their journey thither they 
‘are to follow holiness. Partaking of the root of holiness, by union 
with Jesus, all the fruits of holiness spring. Christ is the way where- 
in we are to walk; conformity to his image is the delight of new-born 
souls ; but we are subjects of a nature which is averse to this. Still 
we know that holiness and happiness are ever inseparable. Holiness 
is our vocation, our business, and is ever to be our constant aim, - 
though not to recommend us to God to procure his favor, or as a 
condition of our acceptance in his sight, but that we may glorify him 
« who hath made us accepted in the beloved.” 

Saints are not to indulge themselves on the bed of sloth, dream. 
of heaven, big with hopes of a fool’s paradise, and vainly wish to cast 
themselves out of Deliiah’s lap of worldly pleasures and sinful grati- 
fications, into Abraham’s bosom of heavenly joys: but we are stu. 
diously to avoid every thing which is contrary to the nature of true 
holiness, and ever to be diligent in the use of such means, which, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, may increase our love of holi- 
ness, and cause us to abound in the practice of it. True, we have 
innumerable enemies from within and without to oppose our progress 
in holiness. So much the more need of diligence ‘and activity. 

We know that the delicious fruits of happiness grow only in the 
paths of holiness ;, and the Lord’s strength which is for us, is greater 
than all that.is against us. Ever remember a throne of grace is 
alwafs open to us, and we are exhorted to draw nigh to God with 
‘boldness. Great and gracious promises are given'us. All are te 
encourage us 4 to serve God without fear in holiness and righteous 
ness before him all the days of our life,” Luke i. 74, 75. 3 
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| Sf ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love: 
even as I have kept my, Father's commandments and 
abide in his love —John xv. 10. 


_ Do any reproach us concerning our hope of eternal life, that 
we Pate not expect it by free grace and promise only, but clogged with 
terms and conditions which we must fulfil? Do they ‘say we are 
only dreaming legalists, under the legal yoke, and not Christ’s free- 
men? We answer—We not only talk of, but we enjoy Christ ; we 
do not merely pre@te about faith, but we partake of its power; not 
only hear of love described, but we feel its influence ; not barely look 
for salvation from sin, but we enjoy it by the faith of Jesus new ; 
and we know that we shall partake of salvation with eternal glory. 
For he who never spoke one word in vain, hath pronounced of all his 
members, “As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you. 
Continue ye in my love.” And the loving heart of Jesus is so set- 
upon our being always happy, that he directs us how to act, so as 
constantly to abide in the sweet sense of his love; that so we may en- 
joy still greater measures of it in our hearts. If ye keep my com-~ 
psc Ny so shall it be with you. 

_ Jesus ever abode in his Father’s love: this he manifested by do 
ing the Father’s will, and keeping his commandments. In his work 
of obedience he received this testimony from the Father, “ This is 
my well-beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” So Abraham 
had this blessed witness borne him by the Lord. “ Now I know thou. 
fearest God.” And also.a repetition of the grand promise given him 
upon the obedience of his faith, Gen. xxii. 15, 18. 

So also shall disciples find the testimony of the comforting ‘Spirit; 
- in the way of keeping the commandments of Jesus. Though not for, 
yet “in keeping thy commandments there is great reward,” Psalm 
xix. U1. ‘This David well knew by happy experience. So saints do 
experience. 

Faith and love are the é¢ommandments of Jes us. To believe in, 
rely upon, confide and trust in the Lord Jesus from hour to hour, 
this is to honor him. To love God and one another as his children, 
is the true badge of the disciples of the loving Saviour; this is to 
obey him. The more loving faith, and faithful love to Jesus abide in 
our hearts, so much the more will peace, consolation, and joy be 
increased in our souls. 

Do any deem this legality ? “May the God of grace fill our hearts 
with such legality day by day! so shall we be truly evangelized. 
« As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 
him, rooted and built up in him, and established in the faith, as ye have 

been taught, seUNeeS, therein with thanksgiving,” Col. ii. 6, 7 


t 
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“The King’s daughter is all glorious within ; her clothing‘ ts 
of wrought gold.—Psalm xly. 13. | 

Tuvs Jehovah, ‘the sovereign Lord ofall, who “ calleth things 
that be not, as though they were,” speaketh by his Spirit of his 
church. By the pen of the royal prophet, the Lord describes the 
beauty ait glory of all his members. They are viewed by God the 
Father, from all eternity, in Christ Jesus the heavenly bridegroom. 
They are beloved and chosen in him—“ saved in the Lord Jesus with 
an everlasting salvation,” Isa. xly. 17. They are made all glori- 
ous within ; without, they are most richly clothed, is 

What the church is viewed from eternity, that each member is 
destined to, and shall be made in time. For the establishing and com- 
fort of our faith and hope, which is in God, here is a sweet, a near 
and dear relation spoken of, and which ever subsists: the church is 
the King of glory’s daughters, “the Lamb’s wife,” Rev. xxi. 9— 
according to the immutable law of love, which, like the laws of the 
Medes and Persians, changeth not. Therefore she shall possess 
and enjoy her portion and dowry, which is designed for her. Though 
in herself she is black and deformed, yet is the most gloriously array- 
ed with the perfect comeliness which Jesus puts upon her, Ezek. 
’ xvi. 14. But she knows not of, nor glories in this outward clothing, 
till she is all glorious within. When the blessed Spirit hath quick- 
ened, enlightened, and possessed the soul, of the rich graces of faith 
and love, then in a holy triumph of heavenly joy and ecstacy she cries 
out, “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in 
my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he 
hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth himself 
with her jewels,” &c. Isa. Ixi. 10. ' 

Thus the righteousness, the perfect righteousness of Jesus is our 
clothing; like gold for its value and purity; like wrought gold, being 
the work of the life ‘of Jesus, to an exact conformity of the perfect 
law. Our inward glory lies in the graces of the Holy Spirit, in the ~ 
hidden man of the heart. By the former, we have a title to glory; by 
the latter, we have evidence of interest in, and méetness for the 
kingdom. Thus faith’s views are struck from the impression of the 
reyal signet of God’s word. Woe to licentious tounges, whe whould 
deprive the church of her inward glory and holiness. Woe to those. 
sacrilegious hands of Pharisees, who would strip the church of her 
glorious robe of imputed righteousness. “For, saith the Lord, I 
will be unto her awall of fire round about, and will be the glory in 
the midst of her. He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his 
eye,” Zech. ii. 5, 8. % t 
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Again he limiteth a certain day, saying, To-day, if ye will 


hear his voice.— Heb. iv. 7. 
\ 


No marvel, that among other devices of satan to distress sinners, 
and cause them to despair of God’s mercies in Christ J esus, he urges 
this also ¢ Your day of grace is past, the time of your visitation is 
ended.’ Hence many poor souls have been drove to their wits end. 
And have not some preachers been so too, who have increased such 
Persons’ fears by speaking in a most unscriptural manner on this 
point? But such are the effects of human systems, and free-wiil no- 
tions, with their offers of Christ, their proffers of grace. I heard 
one declare, ¢ This is the lust offer ; ifitis not now accepted, eternal 
damnation will be the inevitable consequence.’ Does thus preaching 
hell and damnation make converts to J esus? From such harsh, un- 
warrantable declarations, these unscripiural conclusions have been 
drawn by sensible sinners, that they have withstood the offers of 
mercy, and their day of grace is for ever ended ; and that there isno 
Place for repentance, though they seek it carefully with tears.’ 

Most injurious thoughts of a God of love! most dishonorable 
thoughts of precious Jesus! Never was any sensible sinner half so 
willing to be saved from wrath as Jesus was to suffer wrath for sinners, 
Never was any weary, heavy-laden sinner, half so willing to come to »/* 
Jesus as he is to receive him. “The Lord is long-suffering, not will- 
ing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance,” 

2 Pet. Ni. 9. Therefore'he hath limited a certain day ; the day of 
gospel-light and salvation ; the day of glad tidings to poor sinners. 
In the day of his power, his people are made willing to trust to 
Jesus’ blood and righteousness ; to come to his feet, Claim him as 
their king, and submit to his laws and government. His voice of 
grace is first heard in his word: when that is belieVed in the heart, 
his voice of love is heard in the soul. While the gospel is proclaim- 
ed, God’s arms and heart are opened to sinners; the chiefest and 
vilest sinners out of hell. His word assures, “ the elect have obtain- 
ed, and the rest were blinded,” Rom. xi. 7.—But who blinds them ? 
Not the God of love. No; “the God of this world blinds the eyes of " 
those that believe not,” 2 Cor. iv. 4.~Who hardens them? Not a 
God of grace ; “but they are hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin.” ©! if any sinner’s heart is soft and yielding to Jesus’ love and 
salvation, “ this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 
How long hath he waited to be gracious to thee! Remember thy past 
conduct with shame; think on thy present state with gratitude ; look 
forward with hope ; hear his voice with joy ; come to him with bold- 
ness ; “ walk worthy of the yocation wherewith thou art called,” Eph. 
ava Vg 

Vor. I. E 
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“his comforts, but in the God of all grace—not in the streams, but 
4 »* . in the fountain—not in what he has received, but in the infinite ful- 
. 
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And now, Lord, what wait I for ? My hope is in thee.— 
Psalm, xxxixe 7, 


Wuar a blessing is inward composure of mind! How delightful 
an exercise is waiting upon the Lord ! What a profitable privilege is 
prayer How happy the soul whose hope is in God! ‘Vhese are all 
the sweet attendants upon, and promoted by the grace of faith in 
Christ Jesus. While that grows strong in the soul, we are more 
lively and comfortable. Hence the disciple’s petition, “ Lord, in- 


* crease dur faith,” is daily needful. Then it is well with the soul when 


it is enabled to make this solemn appeal to its Saviour, ‘ Thou, Lord, 
knowest what I long for, what I wait for, even the spiritual blessings 
of thy kingdom, to be more inwardly transformed into thine image, 
tobe more perfectly obedient to thy will, and to obtain a more com- 
plete victory over my worst foes, sin, satan, and the world.’ 

Verily the heavenly-instructed soul knows, that all this is of God 
by Jesus Christ; and that the contrary to all this is from the lusts that 
dwell in him, and the evils that surround him; therefore God aione 
is his hope. His hope is not in his graces, his feelings, his frames 


-neés which is treasured up in Jesus for the needy. Hope of salva- 


“" Yation in Jesus is our helmet. Faith guards the heart ; hope forti- 


fies he head; hence the christian lifts up his head in the day of battle 
and inthe hour of temptation. His head being armed, he dreads not 
divine wrath, satan’s terrors, nor the law’s threatenings. 

Thou man of God, consult not thy carnal reason ; consider not 
thy body, which is dead, because of sin; but know that the Spirit 
is life, because of righteousness. Though the law is weak through 
the flesh, yet grace reigttts and through gospel-grace thou hast 
reat and precious promises to encourage thee to hope confidently ; 
and the omnipotent power of the Spirit to work in thee, to make 
thee go on cheerfully, while Jesus is the stay of thine heart to up- 
hold'and strengthen thee. Fear not; only believe ; greater is Jesus 
than all thine enemies. Stronger is he who is for us, than all that 
are against us.”” Verily thou shalt not be disappointed of thy hope, 
seeing itis inthe Lord. Where Jesus is the object of faith, and the 
anchor of hope is cast within the vail, that soul shall safely and com- 


. fortably weather out every storm, and shall assuredly obtain the ha- 
' ven of eternal rest. By faith we possess the promises ; hope expects 
the perfect fulfilment of them ; in waiting we renew our strength. 


My fainting flesh had dy’d with grief, Wait on the Lord, ye trembling saints, 
Had not my soul believd And keep your courage up ; 

To see thy grace provide relief: He’ll raise your spirit when it faints, 
Nor was my hope deceiy’d. And far exceed your hope. 


MARCH 135. as 


Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also that shall 
believe in me through their word. ——John Xvi. 20. 


Wuar a rich fund’ of comfort is here for every believer in the 
Lamb! his loving heart was not contracted, nor his eyes of com- 
passion confined to the little flock now with him; but he looked for- 
ward in love, his bowels of tender mercy yearned over, and his inno- - 
cent tongue pleads in behalf of all the tender lambs of his flock, 
through all succeeding ages, in every period of time: Yea, ere they- 
had a being in the world, or faith in their-hearts, they had an interest 
in Jesus’ prayers, for they were given to him by the Father. Me-- 
thinks one hears some poor doubting member of Jesus, saying, ¢ Ah, 
if I was but sure my worthless name was written in the Lamb’s book 
‘of life ; if I could but know his heart of love was towards. poor sinful 
me; that I was included in the happy catalogue of those Jesus pray- 
ed for, O how happy, how joyful should! bet’. Here thy Lord has 
‘answered thy request. Read it for the joy of thy heart, and for the 
establishing thy soul in faith and love. Hast thou heard the apos- 
tolic truth, salvation by Jesus Christ ? Is it glad tidings io thy 
heart? Dost thou believe in Jesus Christ as the only Saviour of the 
lost and guilty, as the only hope for thy otherwise hopeless soul! If 
sO, verily thou hast as much reason to conclude Jesus pr ayed for thee, 
as though thy name was wrote at full length in this very petitian. 
Jesus prays for “all who shall believe in him through the apostie’s 
word.” © PRE: beh 7 

The whole of salvation is sure to all me eats even the weakest 
of all, from the covenant, from Jesus, from the Spirit, and from the 
oath and promisés of God. Though there is a sea of corruption 
and sin in thy nature; a world of temptation around thee ; legions of 
devils in battle-array against thy poor’ i 3; yet as thou hast the faith 
of God’s elect in thine heart, be it ever so weak, thou art possessed 
of a precious jewel, which is the inestimable gift of God’s holy Spirit. 
And verily, as sure as Jesus prayed this prayer unto his Father on 
earth, thou, even thou, wast in his all-seeing eye; hadst a place in 
his loving heart, and hast an interest in his finished salvation : there- 
fore be assured thou shalt most certainly be brought to.giory, to as- 
cribe salvation to God and the Lamb, through the happy, happy ages 1 
of a never-ending eternity. For so is the righteous challenge of our 
Saviour, “ Father I qwéd/ that they also whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am, that they may beholdmy glory,” ver. 24. 


He lives! he lives! and sits above, Faith has an overeoming pow’r, 
For ever interceding there ; It triumphs in a dying hour ; 

Who shall divide us from Christ’s love, Christ is our life, our joy, our hope, 
@x what shall tempt us to despair? Nor can we sink with such a prop. 
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I will lift up mine eyes to the hills, stop: whence cometh my 
help —-Psalm exxi. 1. 


Tux most comforting subject to a spiritual mind, the most de- 
lightful object \to a spiritual eye, is “God in Christ, reconciled to 
us, not imputing trespasses unto us.” The hills afford us a pleas- 
ing idea of Jesus. As they are elevated parts of the same earth with 
the lowest valley, so Jesus “ was found in the fashion as a man, took 
on him the same nature, and was in all things like unto his brethren, 
sin only excepted.” Wherefore “ Gea hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name above every name,” Phil. ii. 9, even the precious 
name Jesus, the Saviour. We can never dwell too much upon the 
human from and humble appearance of Jesus, while we entertain the 
most exalted ideas of his eternal power and Godhead. “ He bore 
our sins, and carried our sorrows; all our help is laid upon him; all 
our hope is in him; and our help cometh from him. And for the 
encouragement of faith, his word assures us of his love towards sin- 
ners, and his power to help them. 

Soldiers of Christ, what is your chief business on earth but to glo- 
vify God? What your daily work, but “to fight the good fight of 
faith, and to lay hold:on eternal life?” This is our calling; the 
light of another day is vouchsafed us. But whither can we turn our 
eyes, but enemies surround us on every side? Yea, from within as 
wellas from without. And can we experience safety, or walk in 
comfort, but while our eyes are up to Jesus? He is entered into 
heaven “to appear in the presence of God for us,” Heb. ix. 24. 
He says to us, “ Look unto me, and be ye saved,” Isa. xlv. 22. 

The sight of sin that dwelleth in us causeth dejection ; looking to 
our own righteousness and fancied excellence, begets pride and vain 
confidence; the power: — of that malicious -spirit, “the 
prince of the power of the air,’ is enough to make one tremble. 
This present evil world, with its honors, profits and pleasures, is ex- 
actly suited to our carnal nature. Who can withstand its smiles, re- 
nounce its carnal children, and bear their reproaches ? Who is proof 
against these potent,adyersaties? Verily, with all knowledge received, 
all inherent grace, all past experience, we shall not be able to stand 
if we are not continually lifting up our eyes “ looking to Jesus ;” he 
enly is our present help. We are kept by his mighty power to sal- 
vation; but let us remember it is through Christ’s exalting faith, 
} Pet) i.S 


‘Toheav’n I lift my waiting eyes ; _ Dear Saviour, let me find thy Belps 
There all my hopes are laid ; - On thee my hope I place, 

‘The Lord that built the earth and AE So shall I fight the fight of faith, 
fs my perpetual aid. And run with joy my race. M. 


} 
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Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned ian salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. 
——Col. iv. 6. 


4 


“ T'HeERe shall not an hoof he left behind,’ said meek Moses to 
the stubborn monarch. All that belonged to God’s children must 
go with them for his service. So the whole man: soul with ail its 
faculties, body with all its members, Jesus claims for his glory and 
service. The tongue, though but a little member; words, though 
but as wind ; speech, though but as sound ; yet the name, the work, 
the love, the glory of Jesus are hereby greatly advanced in the world. 
As salt not only: preserves from putrefaction, but seasons flesh with 
an agreeable flavor and relish, so doth grace in the heart the speech. 

To a heart warm with the love of Jesus, and alive to his glory, 
why is the vain conversation of carnal company so disagreeable ? ? 
Truly the christian is out of his element. He fears getting harm. 
An embargo is laid on his tongue. It is his glory to shun rather 
than seek such company. If through connections in life he cannot 
totally refrain from such company, it is his wisdom to restrain his 
speech: “ To keep his mouth with a bridle while the wicked is before 
him, than he sin not, with his tongue.” But aiways to season his 
speech, by the grace of Jesus, to the glory of his name. 

But when saints meet, what should be the end of their conversation 
but Jesus? The free favor of God in him to poor sinners: the glorious 
doctrines of grace in Christ: their perfect consistency and blessed 
tendency: the comfortable work of grace from Jesus upon our own 
souls ; how began, carried on, and how it is with us now: these 
should ever be our delightful subjects. But this by no means to 
catch applause, as though we were not in sabia poor sinners, 
hanging upon, and hoping in Jesus from day’ to day. The precious 
promises of grace in Christ Jesus, how immutable and establishing ! 
The salvation of grace by Jesus, how unconditional and absolutely 
certain to évery,believer ! Conversing on such subjects, how savoury 
and relishing ! Speech thus seasoned, how becoming and profitable 
to gracious hearts ! When it is not so, it is a ad sign that the soul 
is like salt that has lost its savour, and calls for great searchings of 
heart. “For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice 
sall be salted with salt,’? Mark ix. 49. 


Then whileI am a pilgrim here, Lord, warm my heart, unloose my tongue, 
What should my tongue employ To tell thy wond’rous fame. ~ 
Put God’s free grace and Christ’srich No subject is so sweet to me 
love, e ' As thou, my loving Lamb. M. 


Poor sinners’ chiefest j joy. 


60 MARCH 18. — 


This is the name wherewith she shall be called, The Lord 
our righteousness. —Jer. xxx. 16. 

Bzrore days began or years were numbered, in the book of 
God’s election were all the members of Jesus written, which in 
continuance were fashioned wlien as yet there was none ot them,’ 
Psalm cxxxix. 16. God’s electing love would have remamed an 
eternal secret to us had not the Spirit of truth made it known. but 
as it is revealed. in the world, it is an object of our faith ; and it ever | 
will be the subject of glorying and triumph to those who possess the 
faith of God’s elect; for faith is a blessed evidence, that “ God hath 
chosen them in Christ before the foundation of the world,” Epa. 1. 4. 
Was the man Jesus, God the Father’s “elect, in whom his soul 
delighteth ?” Isa. xlii. 1. So are all his mémbers; ioved with tne” 
same love as the head. God gave not the Spirit by measure unto 
‘Jesus, the glorified head of the church ; but every member receives 
the Spirit through Jesus, “according to the measure of the gift of 
Christ,” Eph. iv. 7. 

Unspeakably glorious, distinguishing grace! This is the rejoicing 
of simple-hearted, believing souls: they are beloved and chosen by 
God the Father, and partake of the same Spirit with Jesus: yea, 
and are also called by the same name with Jesus. 1s Christ called 
“ The Lord our righteousness 2” Jer. xxiii. 6. So the church, the 
Lamb’s wife, being married in faith and love, she is called by the 
very same name with her Lord and husband, The Lord our righteous- 
zéss. But some render the words, ‘ He that shall call her) tobe a 
peculiar people to himself; is the Lord our righteousness.” Then 
he clothes them with the glorious robe of his own. righteousness, 
Then his name is called upon them, for they are one with Jesus. 
- Angels wonder, saints admire. O ye righteous, hew astonishing 


_ is this! Ye, who by nature are children of wrath } ye, who by practice 


have been rebels and transgressors from the womb! yet exalted by 
Jesus to such an high and glorious state. Amazing love ! ye can 
never, never enough dwell upon the Father’s love, the Son’s grace, 
and the Spirit’s vocation. Glorious days of gospel light and love ! 
“While others are left wretched in nature’s pride, free-will boast, and 
self-righteous glorying, ye not only may, but siad/ be saved by free- 
grace truth—ye shail dwell safely ; for God your Father’s justice 
is satisfied, his law is fulfilled, your enemies are all conquered, God 
is at peace with you: What then can harm you ? for “ as the moun- 
, tains are round about Jerusalem, so Jehovah is round about his peo- 
_ ple, from henceforth even for ever,” Psalm csxv. 2. : 
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Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things we have 
wrought, but that we recewe a full reward.—z John v. 8. 


Tux salvation of God’s people is certain, by his immutable 
love. Their safety depends on his almighty power ; their confidence 
and glorying is in the finished work of Jesus; and their comforts are 
enjoyed from the Spirit’s testimony of the Saviour to their hearts ; 
as having loved, redeemed, and saved them as Jost; guilty, and per- 
ishing sinners. The clearer views we have of this truth, so much 
the more do we cleave to Jesus. As our faith increases our comforts 
are strengthened ; and this is the evidence of a gracious heart ; the 
comforts of love ever excite to care and circumspection in life and 
practice. A glimpse of Jesus begets longing after more comfortable 
enjoyment of him: so also a holy jealousy of soul, lest what is gain- 
ed should be lost in sense and enjoyment. While surrounded’ by 
false teachers, exposed to unscriptural doctrines, beset by a subtle 
adversary, and so nearly allied to corrupt lusts and carnal reasonings, 
we are ever in danger of losing sight of free-grace truths, gospel- 
love, and the finished salvation of Jesus, so as to be moved away 
from the hope of the gospel, and to make shipwreck of faith and a 
good « conscience. Gospel truths ‘and gospel grace give spring te 
action, life to obedience, are the sources of encouragement to perse- 
yere in the path of truth and holiness. What thanks are due to the 
loving Spirit for this wholesome advice! How much concerned 
‘should we be daily to improve it! Look to yourselves, see your 
danger, your yileness, your weakness; look up to Jesus for safety 
and strength. . Blessed be the God we serve, he is not unrighteous - 
to forget our works of faith, patience of hope, and labour of love. 
We enjoy his reward in our work, though not for our work, No: 
let Jesus have all that glory. Sull wincr re work, the more suffer- 
ings for his sake, so much the more reward ; of just debt to him, 
of righteous grace to us. O how apt are'we to pine and grieve at the 
loss of a little shining dust ! O should not the loss cf ght aed 
love, peace and joy in Jesus, infinitely more affect us ! 

Would we avoid sorrowful complaints of loss? Are we solicitous 
to rejoice in present gain, and in hope ‘of,a future full reward ? 
«“ Therefore, my brethren, be stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord; forasmuch as ye know your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord,” 1 Cor. xv. 58. 


Songs of immortal praise belong day ie fear thy pow’r, to trust thy grace, 
To my almighty God ; Ts our divinest skill ; ‘ 
He has my heart and he my tongue, —- And he’s the wisest of our rage 


To spread his name abroad. That best obeys thy will. 
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Thy words were found, and I did eat them s and thy word 
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart ; for I 
am called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts. —Jer. 


xv. 16. 


Tuar isa sweet petition in the service of the church of England; 
‘Grant, U Lord, that we may not only hear, read, mark, and learn, 
but inwardly digest the holy scriptures.’ As soon as the Lord hath 
fulfilled this prayer upon any poor sinner, then Jesus is the hope of 
his soul ; he esteems the scriptures as his daily food, the doctrines 
of grace are the joy and rejoicing of his heart; and he will love and 
attend such prophets of the Lord, who have also “ found God’s words 
and have eat them,” 

Glory to our loving shepherd, he finds his sheep scattered and 
starving upon the barren mountains, he leads them to green pastures 
of gospel-grace and love: there they feed and lie down beside the 
still waters of peace and salvation. And this heightens every com- 
fort, and improves every joy, even an inward testimony: “I am 
_called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts.” How happy) when 
minister or disciple is able, in simplicity and godly sincerity to make 
this appeal, “Thou hast called me.” ‘Vhou, Jehovah, who rulest 
ever the armies of angels and archangels, and all the heavenly host, 
thou hast condescended to make known thy name, thy grace, thy 
salvation to me, even wretched me. I hear thy voice, I know thy 
voice ; I feel desires after thee ; my heart thinks of thee with plea- 
sure and delight; I find an hungering and thirsting within me, 
which nothing but thy blessed self can satisfy ; Iam grieved when I 
offend thee ; only happy when thy love and presence are. enjoyed, 
and am concerned that enjoy them no miore. This is heaven below. 
Feeding upon the word of truth increases desires after Jesus, the 
object of faith. So also the soul becomes dead to the life of sense, 
the intrusions of sin, the allurements of the world, and the baits of 
satan. Happy those in whom the word of Christ dwells richly in all. 
wisdom. Happy those in whom Christ dwells in their hearts by 
faith. O soul, hast thou,an appetite to eat thy Bible, to feed upon it, 
_ to digest’ it? Isit “ health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones ?” 
O then thou art blessed with the most exquisitely delicate taste. A 
poor sailor was lately cast away, lost his all, was almost naked. The. 
first half crown he got he enquired where to make a purchase—of | 
what think you? O what was dearest to his heart—a Bible. Blessed 
evidence of a christian. ; > 


The: voltae of thy Faher’s grace O may thy counsels, mighty God, 

Doth all my griefs assuage, My roving feet command ! . 
Here I behold 1 my Saviour’sface ' Nor I forsake the happy road. 

Almost in ev’ry page. That leads to thy right hand: 
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¥e are Christ’s, and Christ is God's.——1 Cor, iii. 23. 


St. Pauu ransacks heaven and earth, time and eternity, to make 
up the christian’s rich catalogue of mercies. But, as though the 
utmost stretch of thought, of men or angels, might omit some part 
of the believer’s treasure; and lest any thing should be found wanting 
for support and comfort to any needy soul, he twice repeats “ /ll 
things are yours.” Believer, wouldst thou know thy title ? Wouldst 
thou enquire, Whence is it the Lord should consign such innumera- 
ble blessings, such infinitely rich mercies to us ? Whereas one thing 
we know, we feel daily we are sinners to this very hour. And wiil 
not this prevent the right to possession, and the freedom of enjoy- 
ment? No: justice and wisdom conspire to take away this and every 
objection. The medium of communication is such, that neither rea- 
son, law, nor equity can gainsay. 

Dwell on this point; look up to the Spirit of truth, to establish 
faith, strengthen hope, increase love, and promote joy. “Ye are 
Christ’s,” by special gift; his dear purchase, and his precious reward. - 
We have all in him by rich love, peculiar grace, free gift, and pre- 
cious *proneises. Precious faith is the blessed evidence of interest 
and propriety in this blessed inventory. But how came faith ? From 
hearing the word of God. From whom came the word? By the 
Spirit of truth, who also gives faith. Why isthe Spirit given? Be- 
cause Jesus is glorified. Wherefore came Jesus to seek and save 
the lost ? The Father loved us, and gave his Son for us.) Why did 
the Father love us? It was ‘¢ the good pleasure of his will, according 
to which he chose us, in Christ Jesus, before the foundation of the 
world: predestinated us to the adoption of children, and blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in him,” Eph. i. 3, 4, 5. Hence, O be~ 
liever, how clear thy title ! how certain thy possession ! 

«“ Christ is God’s,’’ God’s beloved Son; so artthou inhim. Christ 
is God’s gift for thee, God’s gift to thee, and thou to him. Thou 
enjoyest all in him, and receivest all from him. Canst thou ever want 
food for faith, a source of love, a fountain of holiness, or a spring of 
eonsolation? What have we done, or what could we do to get an 
interest in Christ, or procure a right to such heavenly treasures ? 
Verily we have done enough to forfeit, but nothing to deserve them. 
Know this and be humbled ; consider this and be joyful in love : “ All 
things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ,”’ 2 Cor. v. 18. . a 2 


I claim my title in my Head, How blessed is my present state ? 
Faith is my evidence, Immensely rich am I: 

Allthings-are mine, for Tam Christ’s, Christ is my life----death is my gain ! 
Howe’er oppos’d by sense.. I soon shall reign on high. Ms 


Vou. M 


94 MARCEL 22. 
Thy Maker is thine husband.—Isa. liv. 5.) 


ALL marriages are, or ought to be, founded in mutual love be- 
¢ween the contracting parties. This is the chief ingredient to ; ro- 
duce happiness in the conjugakstate. Where that is wanting, true 
comfort is not enjoyed. Whena person of noble birth and great jor- 
tune marries a woman poor in circumstances, and involved in debt, 
we justly conclude he chose her out of pure love and affection to 
her person: and surely such an one is under the most endearing ob- 
ligations to love and chastity. She can never call to mind her for- 
mer indigent state and her present affluent circumstances, but it must 
tend to inflame her with the most ardent affection to her husband. 

This is somewhat the case between Christ.and his church. Pure 
love in the heart of the heavenly bridegroom caused him to betroth 
his church unto himself, in loving kindness. Though she was in the 
most abject state and despicable condition, yet he secretly loved her 
person from eternity, and openly espoused every member in time of 
conversion, one by one. So saith St. Paul, “I have espoused you to 
one husband, Christ,” 2 Cor, xi. 2. hg 

Canst thou, O believer, call to mind thy natural state,gof poverty 
and distress; over head and ears in debt; writs issued from the law, 
which justice might have executed : liable every moment to be cast 
into prison, where thou must have lain everlastingly with nothing 
but rags, filthy rags, to hide thy shame and cover thy nakedness ? 
Canst thou think of this without humility? Anddost thou now see 
the kindness and love of thine husband? Has he paid all thy debts, 
cancelled every bond, put ina plea against every accusatien, and 
perfectly fulfilled the holy law, and satisfied divine justice? Art thou 
“blessed, with all spiritual blessings” in thine husband—enriched 
with heavenly treasures ? Hath he “ clothed thee with the garments 

_ of salvation,” and adorned thee with “ the robe of his righteousness ?” 
and doth God thy Father say of thee, “ Thou art all fair, my love; I 
S€€ no spot in thee ?” Cant. iv: 7. Fs 

O what purity of affection ! what ardency of love ! what chastity 
of behaviour is due’'to sucha lover, to such an husband ! Christ took 
thee at first “for better, for worse ;” his love to thee is ever the 
same, affectionate and constant: full of’ complacency and delight : 
sympathizing with thy troubles; ever nourishing and cherishing thee 
here. Shortly the Lamb will in the most open and public manner ap- 
ipear as the bridegroom of his church, and celebrate the marriage in 
a blissful eternity. © then it shall be said, “ Let us be glad and re- 
jeice, and give honor to him, for the marriage of the Lamb is com e. 
and his wife bath made herself ready,” Rev. xix, 7, 


Jesus said, One thing is needful.—Luke x. 42. 


Tue disposition and carriage of the sisters, Martha and Mary, 
~ much resemble the different desires and actings of the flesh and spirit, 
of which every christian is composed. The flesh, like Martha, is 
careful and troubled about many things: it is ever restless and uneasy ; 
always in want; seldom satisfied ; never truly happy. But the spirit 
- hath chose that good part, that one thing needful : it is truly wise in 
its choice, quite satisfied in its object, and truly happy in its enjoyment. 
Thus it is while the christian is under the prevailing influence of 
this one thing needful. One thing, the enjoyment of God, was our 
first parent’s paradise. A thirst after, and enjoyment of two thing's 
(the knowledge of evil as well as good) caused all their woe, and 
made them miserable : and it is the knowledge of the former which 
keeps all their posterity under the sad circumstances they are fallen 
into, till they are brought to know the one thing needful. What is 
this but the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ? This was the great 
apostle’s continual prayer, “That I may know nim.” ‘This was what 
Mary was happy in the enjoyment of, and what our Lord himself. 
commends her for, and calls that good part, which shall never be 
: taken away- : 

This one thing comprehends all wisdom, holiness, and happiness. 
To know Jesus, is to believein him. To believe on him, is to love 
him; and to love him, is to keep his commandments. _ In every sta- 
tion, in all seasons, and under every circumstance, this.ene thing, 
this knowledge of Jesus, is ever needful, ever seasonable. Doth the’ . 
christian enjoy health ? This knowledge joins to health of body, peace 
and joy of soul. . Is he in sickness? To know Jesus is the richest 
cordial, the most reviving draught to his soul. Is-he tenipted ? 
Whiat consolation is it te know Jesus was in all things tempted, that — 
‘ye might succour the tempted? Doth sin distress? Doth the law 
condemn? OQ, the soul who knows Jesus, can, boldly challenge, 
«¢ Who shall lay any thing to the change of Goss elect”? ..He can 
cunt dently declare, «there is no condemnation to them.” Does 
death, the king of terrors, affright him? By the knowledge of Jesus 
tela disarmed of his strength and sting 5 which is the law and sin., 
So that, O soul, thou mayest take up this triumphant challenge 
against the last enemy, “O death, whRTE is thy sting ! 0 BTA 
where is thy victory »? [have all things, and abound in this one 
thing : I have Christ my Saviour found. dy 


And when we taste thy love, . 
Our joys divinely grow 

Unspeakable, like those above, 
And heav’n begins below. 


1 


Qn earth we want thesight 

Of our Redeemer’s face, 
Yet, Lord, our jnmost thoughts delight 

“Le dwell upon thy grace. 


ve 


96 _ MARCH 24.. 


And Moses said unto the people, Fear nots; for God is 
come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your 
JSaces, that ye sin not.—K.xod. xx. 20. | 

Prive and self-confidence are deeply rooted in the human heart. 

False hopes are built on self-righteous pleas. By these the heart is 

blinded to the exceeding sinfulness of sin; hardened against the fear 

and dread of the Lord; and such live in rebellion against the truth 
as in Jesus. Like Paul, we are all naturally alive without the law ; 

_and, with the Israelites of old, are ready to say, “ All that the. Lord 

dath spoken we will do,’? Exod. xix. 8. Alas! poor souls utter 

such words of ignorance and pride, when, like the disciples on the 
mount, “ they know not what they say.”” But whom the Lord loves, 
he proves. The Lord is a jealous God; he will suffer no flesh to 
glory in his presence ; nor shall his dear chiidren live without his 
fear, and a holy hatred of pride and sin; therefore they must go out 
of their tents of vain confidence. 

When the Lord discovers himself in glory and majesty, as a holy, 
sin-avenging God; when the law, in its holy, just, and righteous 
demands is revealed in the conscience, it makes the stoutest heart ta 

_ tremble : it fills the guilty, self-accused sinner with fear and horror, 

and then «sin revives, and he dies’”—dies to all his former false: 

hopes. Yea, and he would, if left to his own dreadful apprehensions, 
fly from God, and sink into black despair, and die without hope. But 
the dear Mediator is ever near, and prevents this: he speaks in love, 

“ Fear not.” ‘This dispensation is not to destroy your soul, but to 

kill your vain hopes—to prove and to try you—to shew you what is 

in you: that you may be dead to the law, be alive to God by a better 

hope, through the faith of me your Jesus. So fear the Lord with a 

loving fear, as to die to sin. Thunders of wrath, terrible peals of 

curses are sometimes necessary to be heard in the conscience; they 
fulfil God’s will. The bleak north wind of the law kills the vermin 
of nature ; while the warm, comforting south wind of the gospel 

cherishes and enlivens the seeds of @Tace. - ; a 
Thus the Spirit humbles proud hearts, revives contrite spirits, en- 

dears Christ, who hath endured the curses we have deserved, and 

embitters sin to believing, penitent souls. « Lo, all these things 
worketh God oftentimes with man, to bring back his soul from the 

pit, to be enlightened with the light of the living,” Job xxxiii, 29, 30. 


"The law discovers guilt and sin, My soul, no more attempt to draw 
Ard shews how vile our hearts have been; Thy life and comfort from the law; 
Only the gospel can express Fly to the hope the gospel gives; 

Porgiving love, and cleansing grace. The man that trusts the promise lives, 


gies 
« 
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Knowing. that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even 
as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.—2 Pet. i. 14. 


Norurne but the life of Jesus, manifest in our flesh, can recon- 
cile us to death. *This, and this only, delivers from the fears of 
death, disarms it of its sting, and iortifies the mind with the 
knowledge of complete victory over the king of terrors, « through 
him who hath loved us.” Constant converse with Jesus makes death 
familiar. So we learn to die daily ; ; so the spiritual, immortal. life 
of the soul triumphs over the sensual, mortal life of the body. The 
happy spirit, in some highly-favored seasons, is so far irom fearing: 
and trembling at the body’s dissolution, that it rejoices, and even 
longs to be set at liberty from its imprisoned state ; it pants with’ 
desires after its beloved, and says, “Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly :” It wants 

To clapits glad wings and tow’r away, 
And mingle with eternal day. 

How sweet to live in such a frame ! how desirable ! how daily and 

earnestly to be sought for! That when, the frail body is attacked 
with. any sickness, the soul may ask, with great serenity, in the 
words of John Baptist to Jesus, “ Art thou he ?” Is this disorder to 
‘put the finishing stroke to all my trials and griefs? “or must I look 
for another ?”? When a little child of mine saw a beggar ragged and 
deformed, it ran into myarms, and cried, ‘O papa, save me from 
that frightful man !’ O, thought I, that in the views of death, may 
I ever thus, with boldness and familiarity, run .to the arms of my 
heavenly Father. 

All men know they must die. They confess this. But the tact 
ofitare irksome. Believers in Jesus only, have a peculiar knowledge 
of death, so as to dwell on the thought, that it will come shortly, 
with satisfaction, hope, and comfort. Jesus hath shewed them this. 
From him “ the righteous hath hope in his death,’ Prov. xiv. 32. 

Is it in vain then, the Saviour saith, “Forsake ull, take up thy 
cross, follow me?” No: it verily is for the profit and the peace of the 
soul. For the more steadfastly we are attached to, and eagerly pursue 
the things of this life, so much the more we are loth to dic. We 
fear the approach, and. tremble at the very apprehension of the 
unwelcome messenger. All this is, because the objects of time and 
‘sense cloud our minds, and darken our views of the victorious Jesus, 
his perfect work and finished salvation for us. Only while Jesus is 
embraced in the arms of faith, the soul can say, with Simeon, “Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation,” Luke ii. 29, 30.. 


‘Will death this body soon destroy ? _ Then shall [live a joyful life, 
O yes! I wait the coming hour: “ . From sin and sorrow éver free. 
‘What then? my Lord will raise it up O may Ilong the happy houn, 


Again, by his almighty pow’r. For ever with my Lord tobe! M 
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That repentance and remission of sins should be preached 
in his name among all nations.—Luke xxv. 47. 


Tits is God’s method of saving sinners by Jesus Christ. Those 
Avho know the preciousness of Christ, have a regard to the glory of 
God, and love for immortal souls, make this the rule of their preach- 
ing: for this doctrine, where it is known and experienced in the 
heart, makes a true christian. Evangelical repentance flows from 
aseeing eye, a hearing ear, and an understanding heart ;, and is an 
evidence and effect of gospel-faith. To see the evil nature and dread- 
fal effects of sin, its punishment in the sufferings of Jesus, to hear 
the curses and condemnation of the law against sinners, its dreadiul 
thunders and menaces in the conscience ; to understand in the heart 
that nothing but the blood of Jesus could atone for the gulity, none 
but he could fulfil the perfect demands of a holy law for the unright- 
eous; this humbles the soul, cuts off false hopes, lays it low in self-’ 
abasement before Jehovah, causes it to cry out, “I am the man, the | 
sinner I, who am cursed by law, exposed to wrath, and deserve hell. 
I mourn without hope in myself; I hear of Jesus, the Saviour of 
sinners ; I turn to him for hope and salvation. Sin has destroyed me. 
Jesus save, or I perish.” ra 

This repentance Jesus is exalted to give. This makes a proud 
sinner humble. Remission of sins makes a poor sinner a happy 
saint. Hath Christ obtained remission of sins by his blood ¢ hath he 
commanded this should be preached in his name ?/ is he exalted to 
‘give it? hath he brought the poor sinner, by his Spirit, to his feet 
to suc for it? and will he refuse to make the soul happy in the sense 
of it? Never, never, let such a thought be indulged by any poor 
sensible sinner. We read no such hard lines in his word. We find’ 
no such dejecting views from his Jife and death. The doctrine he 
prescribed is a lively transcript of all that was in his loving heart. 

Be assured, O soul, there shall be a performance of all things that 
are promised of the Lord, to him that believeth. The same Jesus 
who gives the soul the humbling view of itself, and by repentance; to’ 
turn tohim, will give it the rejoicing knowledge of himself, by the’ 
remission of sins, through faith in his blood. Repentance and re- 
mission of sins are joined together in preaching: they can never be 
separated in the heart. So sure as repentance’ is given to any soul: 
by the Spirit of Jesus, that soul is forgiven, through the blood of 
Jesus, by God the Father. 

Blestis the man to whom the Lord With deep repentance well agree : 
Imputes not his iniguities ; | And join to prove his faith sincere. 
He pleads no merit of reward, 


, Tow glorious is that righteousness 
And not on works, but grate relies. $ ee S ght 


i <b ‘That hides and cancels all our sing! 
Prom guile his heart and ife sre free ; White a bright evidence of grace © 
His humble joy, his holy fear, Thro” his whole life appears and shines | 


“ 
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Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision.—Acts xxvi. 19. 


‘One is sometimes called to bear testimony before unbelievers 
of the hope that is in one. It is difficult to speak of the manifestation 
of Christ to the heart, so that the Saviour alone may be exalted and 
glorified... Somewhat of. sclf naturally creeps into the relation. It 

is very pleasing to nature, to be esteemed as one highly favoured, 
and to have made great attainments in christianity. O that single 
letter, with great sound, I! But it was farthest from. the heart of 
Paul, that eminent champion for free-grace salvation, to give the 
least encouragement from his conversion to any fellow-sinner to talk 
of obedience to God’s call, or faithfulness to his grace, as conditions 

of salvation. The soul of that man of God would be fired with a 
holy zeal for his master’s glory, was he now on earth, to hear his 
language abused, and. his meaning perverted, by the pride of men. 
Men of self-righteous principles oppose the truths of the gospel ; 
deny God’s unconditional election, unmerited love, the. finished 
salvation of Jesus, and its being sure to all his seed, through the 
sovereign application of the Lord the Spirit. .To what end? Truly 
to make way for their unscriptural notions of terms and conditions 
of salvation. They dare proudly and arrogantly teach, that obedience _ 
to Jesus is the condition of salvation. Will they not also say, that 
when Jesus called, “ Lazarus come forth,” his rising up was a Con- 
dition of his being restored to life? How hard for pride to forsake 
the human heart ! 

Paul was ‘favoured with an extraordinary vision from the Lord 
Jesus from heaven, to call him to be his faithful servant. Obedient 
hearts are caused by effectual calls. But after Paul had laboured 
more abundantly than all the rest of the apostles, what was his 
glorying? “Yet not I, but the grace of God, striving (says he) 
according—to what ? my power? my ability? No—to his working, 
which worketh in me mightily,” Col. i. 29. O here is a blessed 
pattern, a profitable lesson of humility set before us! Hath Jesus 
appeared to us in the vision of faith by the word of truth ? Hath he 
effectually called us to believe in his name, and to rejoice in his sal- 
vation ? What shall we say, but fall upon the bended knees of our 

hearts, and in warmest gratitude of soul, adore grace, rich, free, 
Sovereign, distinguishing grace ! Have we been, and do we still con- 
tinue obedient ‘to the heavenly vision? What then? shall we sacri- 
fice to our own net, and burn incense to our own drag, and say, 
Because of my obedience, my faithfulness? God forbid ! for this is 
only grace upon grace. If we have obtained grace to be faithful, the 
comfort is ours ; but all the glory is due to thes iver. “ Lord, thou 
-wilt ordain. peace for us.” Why? “fer thou hast wrought all our * 
works in us,”? Isa, xxvi. 12. 


’ 


o 
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Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: 
us going forth is prepared as the morning ; and he shall 
come unto us as the rain; as the latter and. Bes § rain 
unto the earth.-Hosea Se i , 


Hearts of disciples enjoy sweet fellowship in the truth. Hence 
they mutually help and encourage each other’s faith. The Saviour 
loves to have it so. He blesses them, and manifests himself to 
them in this way. So it was with the discipies after his crucifixion 
and death. They resorted together, and communed with each other ; 
and Jesus, though unknown to them at first, joined company with 
them, expounded the scriptures to them, opened their understand- 
ings ; and they said one to another, “ Did not our hearts burn within 
us as he talked with us by the way?” &c. Luke xxvi. 32. 

So the true disciples of the Oid Testament church exhort one 
another in faith. « We shall know, we shall follow on to know the 
Lord.” Sothe words may be rendered. Those who know a little 
of Jesus’ love, and are but just brought acquainted with his free- 
grace and salvation, shall hold on their way. Knowledge, light, 
‘peace, and love shall increase to their souls, through that Spirit by 
whom they are regenerated and born again. Though at first they 
é but “babes in Christ, yet, through the milk of the word, they 
grow and increase, with the increase of God.” The going- 
the, love of Jesus towards us, is as the morning. At the 
da ‘ ne day, light is scarce discernible: it seems opposed by sur- 
; ing darkness, yet it gradually increases till the sun gains its 
lacritinn: ‘So “the path of the just shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.” 

The sun never forsakes the earth, though at seasons its light and 
heat seem withdrawn in comfort and enjoyment. Thus it is with 
the sun of righteousness ; he shall also ‘come unto us as the rain,” 
to refesh, enliven, and make our souls fruitful in Bae peace, 
love, and holiness ; yea, as “the latter and former rain.” In the 
Jand of Israel, they had usually two rains in a year, one just after the 

| seed was sown, the other when the corn was almost ripe, and the 
harvest just at hand. Sometimes, just after the seed of eternal life _ 
is sown in the hearts of young converts (O what joyful, refreshing 
seasons of love and joy are they favoured with !) their “ hearts are 
filled with laughter, and their tongues with joy.” Others experience 
the most plentiful showers of heart-reviving love, just as the sickle 
is to cut them down, that they may be gathered in to the heavenly 
garner. Our heavenly husbandman knows best what seasons to give, 
whether the storm of afiliction, the rain of prosperity, or the sunshine 
- of joy. This is our mercy. “ Jesus is a God of Teds ment blessed 
are all they that wait for him,” Isa, shes 
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The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken anda 


contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.——Psalm li. 17. 


Ir is the wisdom and joy of disciples to see somewhat of Jesus 
in every page of the lively oracles. Then the word is searched with 
pleasure, studied with delight, and is made exceeding profitable to 
the soul. To this end the sins and backslidings, the humiliations 
and repentings, the joys and experiences of saints of old are recorded. 
We see their deserts to be the lowest hell: but grace reigns. 
Though sin abounded in them, yet grace super-abounded over them. 
But allis through Jesus ; no mercy for sinful man, but through that 
dear man and blessed ‘Mediator. 

So he glorifies his name, so he makes known his power to be 
« the same yesterday, to day, and for ever,” in saving his people 
from their sins. Though sin may blind the eyes to his love, and: 
harden the heart against his fear, and the spirit become stout and 
rebellious for a season, yet see his amazing love ; behold the effects 
of his almighty grace: a cruel, murdering, adulterous, yet beloved 
David shall be arraigned, plead guilty, sue for mercy, and hope for. 
pardon. But dida broken spirit and a contrite heart entitle him to 
this? Did he plead his present griefs and humiliations to atone for 
his past transgressions? No, alas, if he had no other hope than this, 


‘horror and black despair would have been the portion of his back« 


sliding soul. God will not, doth not, cannot bestow pardon of sin, 
till he makes the soul sensible of, and sorry for sin. Nor will he 
ever despise, abhor, or reject broken-hearted, contrite souls. For 
his Spirit effects this in them. Though no plea can be founded for 
this, yet the soul is sweetly encouraged hereby to hope; because 
here is an evidence that the Lord hath not given up such to a repro- 
bate mind ; still he works in them; they feel the effects. A sense 
of guilt is dreadful to be borne, distressing to feel; therefore such 
cry for deliverance ; “ Restore unto me the joys of thy salvation.” 
Our loving Lord breaks the heart for sin, though sin cannot break 
the covenant of his love; therefore sin shall not reign unto death. 
O soul, art thou mourning for thysins? Remember Aim on whom 
the iniquity of us all was laid. Look to him “ who bore our sins in 
his own body on the tree ; by whose stripes we are healed.” A con- 
trite spirit flies from the pleasures of sin, which are but for a season: 
it cannot rest till former joys are restored ; it is also solicitous about 


his future walk, lest he fall again ; therefore cries, “Uphold me 


with thy free spirit,” ver. 12. 


¥ cannot live without thy light, O may thy love inspire my tongue ;, 
€ast out and banish’d from thy sight: Salvation shall be all my song: 
Thine holy joys, my God, restore, And all my powers shall join to bless 
_. And guard me that I fat! no more. The Lord, my strength and righteotsness. 


| Vout, N 


102 MARCH 30. 
Are ye not carnal, and walk as men?—\ Cor. iii, 3. 


Tue phrase carnal saints, the self-righteous look on as a very 
opprobrious term, as though contradictory to the character of a real 
christian. But such persons differ in judgment from an inspired 
apostle. Paul calls these Corinthian converts, “ babes in Christ ;’’ 
while he says to them, “ Ye are yet carnal.” Yea, he appeals to 
their judgments: “ Are ye not so?” Doth not your waik, your 
words, your strife, your views, give sad evidence of the truth of 
this my assertion ? do you not act and behave too much like men who 
are strangers to Jesus, and the life and power of vital godliness? But 
believers are a compound of flesh and spirit. The new-created 
soul dwells in a sinful body, and is opposed by a carnal nature. 
There may be true grace within, though much carnality appears 
without. Weak faith in Jesus may be opposed with strong corrup- 
tions and unbelief—a little true knowledge of Jesus in the heart, 
yet beset with great ignorance and weakness of judgment—the 
dawning of true hope in Jesus, but interposed with clouds of dar -kness 
—the stirrings of real love to Jesus, but resisted by the love of the 
world, and the objects of sense—real esteem fora preached gospel, 
and yet carnal contentions, and debates, may arise about ministers. 
and things of no real profit to the soul. This is true. Yet such weak- 
lings in the faith, such babes in Christ, are as safe, because beloved 
“by the same Father, redeemed by the same precious blood of Jesus, 
and renewed by the power of the same Spirit, as young men and 
_ fathers in Christ; but indeed they are not so happy; they do not 
glorify God so much; they do not bring forth so much fruit to God, 
nor so greatly adorn the gospel of Jesus as those who aré strong in 
the grace which is in Christ Jesus, and more established in the faith 
and love of him. ok 

But let not such discourage their hearts, nor entertain hard 
thoughts. of our loving master Jesus, as though he expected to 
reap where he has: not sown. Let them not burden their weak 
minds with things that are too strong, nor exercise their tender 
hearts with matters that are too high ; but let them simply consider 
- Jesus; look to the Lamb of God, confess their weakness at his feet, 
praying to him for strength, studying his word for knowledge ; and, 
“as new-born bi desire the sincere milk of the word, that they 
may srow therebi yj. “For those that be planted in the house of the 


Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our God,” Psalm xcii. 13., 


«“ Fear thou not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for. I am thy 
God; I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will up- 
held thee with the night hand ef my righteousness,” Isa. adie 10: 


MARCH 31. 103, 


The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righ- 
teous hath hope in his death.——Prov. xiv. 32. 


‘O, 1T is most comfortable, in a dying hour, to look back upon 
a well-spent life,’ say many. It is most comfortable to “ forget the 
things that are behind, and to look forward, and press towards the 
mark for the prize of our high-calling of God in Christ Jesus,” saith 
the christian, Phil. iii. 14.. What a delightful prospect, in a dying 
hour, to view a reconciled God, a glorified Jesus, and a kingdom pre- 
pared for us from the foundation of the world! but if we have not 
experienced a life of faith on Jesus, and by the grace of God had our 
conversation in the world, a life of self-righteousness will only beget 
‘vain confidence, and delude the soul with false hopes, which will end 
“in awful disappointment at death. But who are the wicked ? Verily 
all who reject the faith of the Son of God, refuse to submit to his 
righteousness, hope in themselves, and trust to what they can do to 
make themselves righteous, and to make their peace with God. 
This is the very essence of wickedness. All such are destitute of 
righteousness: their eyes'are blinded by sin: their hearts arehardened 
against the truth. Living and dying so, they shall be driven away 
from the comforts of the righteous in the awful hour of death ; in the 
tremendous day of judgment, they shall be driven away from the 
presence of Jesus, with “ Go, ye cursed.” * 

Who are the righteous? Even all who receive the gift of new 
covenant love, the gift of righteousness, which “cometh upon all 
the children of faith by one, Jesus Christ,” Rom. v. 17. The 
righteous man-is of divine extraction; born again from above, he. 
hath the mind of Christ, he loveth righteousness and hateth iniquity. 
The righteous hath hope ina God of justice, hope in a God of truth, 
hope in a God of faithfulness, because his hope standeth in God’s 
‘own covenant grace and love, which maketh sinners righteous in 
Jesus. This hope shall never forsake the righteous : it animates him 
in life to love and obedience ; it comforts him in death against fears of 
wrath and terrors of hell; it inspires him with joyful assurance of a 

- erown of righteousness in life and immortality, according to the free- 
race, precious promises of God, through the righteousness of Jesus. 
" ‘Well might that eminently faithful minister of Jesus, the late Rev. 
Mr. Hervey, so sweetly fall asleep, with this hope in his heart, while 
his lips were warbling his dying song, ‘ Precious salvation ! precious 
salvation !—O precious grace! precious promises ! precious faith ! 
precious hope! All flowing to poor sinners, through the perfect 
righteousness and precious blood of the infinitely and eternally pre- 
cious Jesus. Well might St. Pauj sum up all our blessedness in that 
apostolic benediction, which includes all our hopes; “ The grace of 
tle Lotd Jesus Christ, andthe love of God, and the communionef 
_ the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen,” 2 Cor, xiii. 14. 


104 APRIL 1. 


The end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, 

and watch unto prayer.—\ Pet, iv. 7. 

Tue word of grace and truth, like a judicious physician for the 
body, prescribes different recipes for the soul. Sometimes the bitter 
draught of affliction ; at others the strengthening, comforting balsam 
of faith, with the restorative mixture of love; but at all times a 
necessary regimen, whereby to rule and govern our liyes, so that 
our souls may prosper and be in good health. 

To use means in faith is our bounden duty; to neglect them is a 
contempt of the wise prescriber ; whereby we suffer loss and receive 
hurt to our souls. As faith binds the soul to Jesus in the sweet 
bands of love, so it produces a conformity to him in. heart and life, 
As the Spirit enriches the soul with precious graces, so they are 
accompanied’with his transforming influence. He ever directs to 
the word he has inspired, that we may be taught to avoid those 
things contrary thereto; and also to practice those duties, which 
have a native tendency to strengthen the soul in persevering in 
holiness and truth, 

An intemperate thirst after, and inordinate indulging ourselves in 
the enjoyment of any of the good creatures of this life, sadly indis- 
pose the mind to spiritual concerns. This is contrary to the life of 
faith ; interrupts sweet communion with the Father of spirits, deadens 
the heart to holy fellowship with J esus, and opposeth the comforting 
consolations of the blessed Spirit. Hence the ‘soul finds great Jan- 
guors, deadness, and formality in its addresses at the throne of grace. 
Thy soul and mine is therefore called upon to consider, time, how 
short ! eternity, how near! The judge is at the door. All things 
’ are on the point of eiaen, Lam expecting the messenger to 
_call me hence. 

_ Since continuance here is so uncertain, all worldly enjoyments so 
precarious, and all certainly perish with the using, what temperance, 
what sobriety of conduct becomes one? And this is certain, Jesus, 
with his much incense, is ever before the throne. It isa MERCY. 
seat, sprinkled with his precious blood. From hence all grace is 
bestowed ; all power given. O may we be concerned to watch con- 
tinually against the motions of the enemy, the stirrings of pride and 
Just ! watching in prayer for the power of the Spirit ; watching after , 
_ prayer for an answer of peace. And when, disciple, is the time that 
this exercise may be omitted? Verily, not till faith 1 is lost i in sight, 
hope i is turned into enjoyment, and prayer is lost in praise. O what 
a precious word is this from our Jesus: “ Whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my name, that will I do,” John xiv. 13. ; ' 

And shall I then neglect to pray,) Forbid it, Lord ! thy Spin it.send, 


When Jesus thus declares? To quicken ev’ry thought ; 
Bespise his word, refuse his aid, To soar above this trifling an ay 


Amidst ten thousand snares ? _ ‘Jill Ito thee am brought; _ M. 


APRIL 2. 105 
fle restoreth my bide: he leadeth mein the paths of. righ 


teousness, for his name’s sake.—Psalm xxiii. 3, 


Witn gratitude and joy, every believer has daily cause to ad- 
dress his soul in the words spoken to Naomi at the birth of Obed, 
“ Blessed be the Lord, who hath not left thee this day without a kins-, 
man or redeemer, whose name is famous in Israel, who shall be unto - 
- thee a restorer of thy life,” Ruth iv. 14, 15. To the glory of Jesus 
be it ever remembered, that life once received from him can never be 
lost. The soul once quickened from a death in trespasses and sins, 
dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion over it; for it is deliver- 
ed from the cause of death, ‘sin. Partaking of the life of grace from 
Jesus, sin has no more dominion over it to kill and destroy it. 

But though the soul enjoys life in Jesus, yet sin is not dead. It 
dwelleth in us; it worketh in the members, and opposeth the life, 
peace and comfort of the new-born soul. Is there a day passeth but we 
find that the old man is still alive? Yea, at times the soul is so press- 
ed above measure, that it almost despairs of life. It seems to sense 
and experience, as though the sentence of death was executed. O how 
then doth Jesus again revive and restore it! Sin often brings death 
upon the comforts of the soul, though it cannot touch its life ; that 
is secure in the life-giving head: “It is hid with Christ in God,” 
Col. iii, 3. Believers can never sin themselves beyond the extent 
of Christ’s love, nor the reach of his power to restore them. The 
precious blood of Jesus is all-sufficient to purge away ail sin from 
the conscience—yea, sins of the deepest die. See then. the exceed- 
ing sinfulness of sin in the most exceeding precious fountain that is 
opened for its cleansing. See the love and care of the faithful shep- 
herd in restoring his wandering sheep. But know, O soul, when- 
ever thou dost deviate from the path of Jesus, or backslide’ into sin, 
thou turnest thy back upon thy best friend, thy kindest Lord; thou 
joinest thyself to his implacable foes. True, so unchangeable is the 
love of Jesus he will restore the souls of his members ; but love min- 
gles bitter potions to do this; and the most bitter of all is, thou sin- 
nest against the richest grace and most precious love that ever was 
known: dove, that has followed, and will follow thee all thy days ; 
ove, that will heal thy backslidings, and restore thy soul; Jove, that 
will lead thee in the paths of righteousness to salvation and glory. 
When thou rememberest this thou wilt be ashamed and confounded 
for all that thou hast done, and love him who doth all for his name’s 


sake freely. , 


Lord, my restorer and my guide, Then will I praise, at thy dear feet, 
How aptam I to stray ! Thy tender care and love, 
O keep me near thy blessed side, Which brought,me thro’ this desert land, 
Until the perfect day. To realms of bliss above. M, 
\ 


106 APRIL 8. 


Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same : that 
through death he might destroy him that sa the power 
of death, that is the Devil ——Heb. ii. 14. 


We read of one who was so affected with the glory of the sun, 
that he thought he was born only to behold it. With what propriety 
may achristian judge of himself, that he is born again to behold the 
glory, and delight himself in daily contemplating Jesus the sun of 
righteousness ! Lord, thou shalt hever stoop to that mean office of 
“ washing my feet,’ said honest-hearted Peter. But what was that . 
stoop ofabasement, when Jesus was in flesh, compared to his taking 
flesh uponhim? Be astonished, O heavens! rejoice, O children of 
faith! admire, adore, what you never can fully comprehend: the 
Lord of life and glory in your nature, clothed with flesh and blood : 
aman of sorrows and acquainted with griefs. See Jesus, consider. 
Jesus. Odwell incontemplation on the humility of our God Jesus, 
till it warms the heart withlove., Say, whichis greatest, his love, or 
his humility ! . 

He took part with “the children.” Such was Jacob’s delight in 
Benjamin, that “ his life was bound up in the lad’s life,” Gen. xliv. 
30. The soul of Jonathan was so knit to David, that “he loved him 
as his own soul,” 1 Sam. xvili. 1. Verily our life is bound up in the 
life of Jesus. ‘Truly he hath loved us better than life. He took our 
_part against.our invincible foes, sin, satan, and death. He hath con- 

" quered all—for whom? « the children ;” by nature children of wrath, 
by practice rebels against God ; yet, amazing grace! the objects of 
the Father’slove. Hence given to Jesus to redeem and save. They 

had an interest in Jesus’ love ere they had a being in the flesh. 
Therefore he prays for them as their Mediator ; he owns them by 
that special mark which the Holy Ghost puts upén each of them in 
the day of his power, faith. ‘1 pray for them also which shall be- 
heve on me,” John xvii. 20. x 

We may joyfully triumph, “If Jesus be for us, who. shall be 
against us”. “ The Lord taketh my part, therefore I shall see my 
desire upon them that hate me,” Psalm cxviii. 7. ' Every believer 
may be sure. of victory. Faith in Jesus overcomes the world, dis- 
arms death of its sting, which is sin; enfeebles the str ength of sin 
which is the law. By the blood of the Lamb, satan is overcome. 

, Thus we are more than conquerors through him who loved ‘us, 
9 Christ gained the conquest in our nature, over satan and death, by 
taking away that which gives power to both, over his. children, sin. 
pie he effected by his own death: for he that died once for sin, ever 
lives to save. “Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victor Yo 
through our Lord Jesus Christ? 1 Cor, xv. 67. 


pai 


| APRIL 4. 307 

In a little wrath I hid myself” from thee for a moment, but 

with ‘everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, 
saith the Lord thy Redeemer ——Isa. liv. 8. 


Lovn is ever open and communicative : it conceals nothing from — 
the object beloved, which may profit or comfort the mind. “ Shalil 
hide from Abraham that thing which I do ?”’ saith the God of love, 
concerning his friend, Gen. xviii. 17. Of those that follow the Lamb 
he saith, “Ye are my friends.”” “Servants are not made acquainted 
with their masters’ secrets, but friends are. Therefore saith Jesus, 
the great interpreter of covenant love, “ All things that I have heard 
of my Father, I have made known unto you,” John xv. 15. vhil- 
dren’shball not be chastised, but they shall be told of the Father’s 
kindness and mercy in it. Love is ever in his heart, though wrath 
may appear in his conduct. 

The joy of creation is revived by_the bright shining of the sun. 
When that is withdrawn, clouds, mists, and darkness gather. Se 
when the sun of righteousness hides himself from the soul, it seems 
a dark season of wrath. The mists of corruption arise; the thick 
fog of unbelief spreads itself; the gloom of dejection hangs heavy on 
the mind ;. and the prince of darkness is very busy at sucha season : 
like Job’s friends, he is a physician of no value, but a miserable com- 
forter to the soul. Now all sense, nature, and feeling, write bitter 
things against the poor sinner. The Father chastises, the Saviour 
hides himself, the law accuses, conscience condemns, sin terrifies, 
gatan threatens, but—Father, thy mercy neverdies. Thy love chan- 
ges*not. Therefore faith endures and turns to the law of love. 
What saith that? “In alittle wrath I had myseif.”” Little in compari- 
son of thy deserts, O soul !—tittle compared with the greatness of 
the leve of thy God. Faith listens to the testimony of Jesus. The . 
Lord thy Redeemer speaks : ‘ My deserting thee is of the shortest 
duration; a moment; the twinkling of an eye : as no space of time 
compared to eternity. Then love vents itself and declares, “ With 
everlasting kindness I will have merey- on thee.” gee 

The word ofthe Lord shall stand. His covenantis sure ; ‘nis love 
unchangeable ; his promises immutable : hence the soul.is excited to 
confidence, to assurance, full assurance ; yea the fullest assurance of 

a God of truth, though all present’appearances seem against it. Then, 
hope dawns in the soul, and love to Jesus is quickened. Hely shame 
and godly sorrew, for past follies, fill the heart, while the comforter 
inwardly testifies of Jesus. His love, how infinite! his salvation, 
how perfect ! his person, how precious ! -his promises, how reviving! 

-his presence, how joyful! and every thing which interrupts it, how 
exceeding hateful and abominable! Ter such is Jesus’ love; “ Weep- 
ing may endure for a night (of desertion), but joy cometh in the 


morning (of his returning presence),”” Psalm xxx. 5. 


108 APRIL 5. 


And the acknowledging of the truth, which is ayter godii- 
ness ; according to the fuith of God's elect.-—Tit. i, 1. 


St. Paur, though an eminently distinguished apostle of Jesus, 

"yet, in regard to the salvation of his own soul, his extraordinary gifts 
procured it not ; nor could his former hatred and persecution of Jesus 
and his members frustrate the electing love of God, or obstruct the 
sovereign operations of the Holy Spirit. But being chosen of God 
in Uhrist Jesus, his heart must partake of the precious faith of God’s 
elect. Love, almighty, wonderful love, seized him ; Jesus challeng- 
ed him as one of his redeemed souls; stopped him in his mad ca- 
reer ; touched his heart, ‘and brought him trembling and astonished 
to his feet: and the power of faith in his heart was manifested by the 
ebedient cry of his lips, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
Acts. ix. 6. : 

Thus election is a doctrine according to godliness. Faith in the 
heart is an evidence of interest in God’s electing love. It is a special 
gift of grace, and is connected with salvation, Eph. ii. 8. Faith 
proves itself to be a genuine grace of the Holy Spirit, for it submits 
to and trusts in Jesus’ righteousness for justification ; his blood for 
pardon ; his all-prevailing merits and intercession for life. Thus 
faith glorifies Jesus as priest, to atone; honors Jesus as king, to 
rule and govern; and yields obedience to him as a prophet, to in- 
struct in the truths of godliness. So the believing soul is stript of 
every self-righteous plea; brought as an humble, self-condemned 
sinner to the feet of Jesus; and glories in him as his only hope for 
life and whole salvation. If there is no election of sinners. by God 
the Father, there is no true faith ; for saving faith: is peculiar to 

God’s elect only. Doany object, ‘I do not believe the doctrine of 

election !? We only say, we cannot help you, we pity you, you do 
not understand your bible, you do not yet “acknowledge the truth 
which is after godliness.” The faith of God’s elect springs frona 
God’s electing love ; has Jesus for its author and finisher, his life. 
and death for its object, the truths of God’s word for its warrant, 
God's promise in Christ Jesus its support, love and holiness its evi- 
dence, sure and certain salvation is its end. Well may this be call- 
ed precious faith indeed. 3 

Whereas mere human faith, as it arises only frem the power of 
the creature, it centers only in nature and self, talks high of terms and 
conditions, boasts much of human abilities, opposes free-grace, ex- 
alts the sinner, debases Jesus, denies the imputation of his righ- 
teousness, and renders salvation not only precarious and “uncertain, ' 
but utterly impossible. © soul, study this truth daily ! it tends to 
humility and rejoicing. «« By grace are ye saved, through faith ; 3 and. 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God,’ Eph. ii. 8. 


APRIL 6. Bm eX") 


Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells 
of salvation.—Isa. xii. 3. 


Wy, therefore ? What had the church done to procure such 
an inestimable promise ? O the joyful day of her public espousal to 
Jesus is come. hat day, that blessed day of power, when the 
loving bride claims her beloved bridegroom, Jesus. Therefore she 
sings this joyful song, “ Behold God is my salvation: I will trust 
and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is ‘my strength and my song ; 
he also is become my salvation.” The claims of the faith of poor 
sinners are well pleasing in the sight of God; they honor his word, 
glorify him, and cause joy in heaven among the angels ; while the 
humble claimants obtain the consolation and joy thereof, “ Them 
that honor me I will honor, saith the Lord,” “therefore with joy 
shall they draw,” &c. 

This was not to be a transient fit of comfort, but an inexhaustible 
fountain of joy. Believers are to come daily and draw water with 
joy out of the wells of salvation. Jehovah; the Father, is “ the 
fountain of living waters,” Jer. ii. 13. Salvation takes its first 
spring from his everlasting love, is secured by his unalterable cove- 
nant and unchangeable promises. The Spirit and his grace are called 
“a well of water, springing up to everlasting life,’’ John iv. 14. 
He shews poor sinners their want of Jesus this living water, its 
freeness and sweetness; supplies them with the bucket of faith to 
draw with joy, and drink with pleasure: This well of salvation by 
Jesus was opened in paradise : its streams have run through every 
successive age of the church. Patriarchs, prophets, apostles, be- 
lievers in all ages have had their hearts made glad, and their souls 
joyful thereby. : 

The everlasting love of the Father, the rich grace of the Son, the 
exuberant joy of the Holy Ghost, compose these wells of salvation. 
Yet it is but one fountain of grace, flowing from the unity of the © 
divine essence, and is communicated to us out of the fulness of the 
man Jesus: hence we are invited by Jesus, “O friends, O beloved, 
drink ! yea drink abundantly,” Cant. v.1. This fountain is ever 
free, full, and inexhaustible. Why, O why then are we not always | 
joyful ? Why do we ever complain for want of comfort ?. This well is 
ever open, this fountain ever near. Why do we so much neglect, so 
often forsake this fountain of living waters? Where is your faith ? 
Why is that precious grace given us, but for use and exercise? So 
shall we the more glorify the God of all consolation, be refreshed in 
our spirits, and made fruitful in our lives; and our thirst allayed 
after the perishing comforts of time and sense. For saith Jesus, 
*¢ Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him, shall never 

_ thirst,” John iy. 14, 
Vora: 1°34 OQ 


110 APRIL 7. 
Even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be 
justified by the faith of Christ. —Gal, u. 16. 
«Wr therefore do make this definition of a christian, that he is 
“not one who is without sin, but one to whom God imputeth not his 
sin througit faith in Christ. Here we must be nothing at all, but . 
only receive the treasure, which is Christ, and apprehend him in our 
hearts by faith, though we feel ourselves to be never so full of sin. 
Thus God will glorify his Son, and be glorified in us through him.” 
Thus speaketh Luther.’ Having the same spirit of faith, we thus 
speak, make the same confession, rejoice in the same hope, are jus- 
tified by the same Jesus, comforted by the same truth, sanctified by 
the same Spirit, are heirs of the same promises, and entitled to the" 
same kingdom. And ever remember, all is of free grace. 

Here the most dignified apostle, as well as the most obscyre sinner 
are upon alevel. There is no difference. Both have the same evils 
to be delivered from, the same object to be saved by, both believe 
in one Jesus to the same blessed end, to enjoy peace and pardon 
from God the Father. In the knowledge of this consists all our 
comfort; and for this, as poor needy sinners, we are constantly to 
cleave to Jesus from hour to hour. Have we believed many years 
since, that we might be justified ? True, once justified, and ever so ; 
never after condemned, as viewed in Jesus in the sight of God. “ For 
who shall Jay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? Itis God that 
justifieth, who is he that condemneth ?” Rom. vill. 33, 34. But how- 
is it now in our consciences? Faith is a rooted grace ; it cannot be 
lost. Love is its inseparable companion; sweet peace its blessed 
frait. But “Do ye now believe ?” said Jesus. Have you the love of 
God now in you? Doth the sense of peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, now abide in the heart? Ifnot, intervening clouds | 

from the world, sin, satan, or the law, intercept the light of God’s 
countenance, and the sunshine of his love. What then? must we 
live and die without hope? No: blessed be God, he rests in his love ; 
itis ever the same. Jesus ever lives and prays: gospel-grace is 
still proclaimed to the wretched. Come, as at the beginning, to 
Jesus, owning sin, grieving for folly, and believe in him that we 
_ thay be justified in our consciences, and have a fresh sense of pardon 
‘and peace. © “ They that know thy name will put their trust in thee ;_ 
for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek thee,”’ Psalm ix. 10. 


Good reason for my faith Thave, The faith of Christ does justify 


Drawn from the law of love : The ways of God to man: 
My Father gave his Son to save, And God in Christ does justify 


This gift doth faith approve. Af who this truth can sean. M. 





ee 
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€ommit thy way unto the Lord ; trust also in him, and he 
shall bring it to pass.-—Psalm xxxvil. 5. 


We are too apt to forget where we are, what we are called to, 
and whither we are going. When we take a survey of the present 
state of men and things; judge according to appearances in nature 
and sense, and see one event happen alike to all, we are ready to > 
What advantage then hath the christian? or what profit is there to 
new-born, believing souls ? Much every way. For unto them, chiefly, 
are committed the lively oracles of God. The bible is an- epistle of - 
love. The tender affections of our loving Father, the living and 
dying compassions of our elder brother Jesus, breathe in every page. 
Here we see the various conflicts and trials our former brethren in 
the flesh were exercised with; how they were supported under, and 
carried through all, safe to glory ; and this, by the very same grace 
and power which is still our happy portion. They being dead, yet 
speak to us; to animate and encourage our hearts to be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might. We see in them the inexpli- 
cable mysteries of providence unveiled, how out of the weakness of 
nature. they were made strong in grace. 

It is the glory and excellency of believers to take their views, and | 
form their judgment from God’s truths; to oppose nature, sense, 
and feeling ; to starid still and wait to see the salvation of God; to 
pmit no appointed means, but to be diligent in the ways of God’s 
institutions ; quietly and patiently submitting ‘every issue to his 
wisdom and goodness. This is the obedience of faith, and is attended 
with the patience of hope; and the issue is always determined in love : 
it is impossible it should be otherwise, for it is the immutable decree 
of heaven : “all things work together for good to them who love God, 
to them who are the called according to his purpose,” Rom. viii. 28. 

Committing our way to God unburdens the mind; trusting our 
all to him, makes the heart quite easy ; relying on him, to bring our 
concerns to pass, makes the spirit joyful. But when carnal reason 
is suffered to make its report, then with Jacob we cry, “ All these 
things are against us.” Hence fainting and drooping come from fear, 
fear from doubting, doubting from unbelief, and unbelief chiefly 
prevails through ignorance and inattention to God’s word of grace, 
his covenant love, precious promises, and solemn oath in Christ 
Jesus. Ever needful is this prayer of faith, “ Lord, increase our 
faith,”? Luke xvil. 5, ' 


How exisy Tlive,  * I’m safe like a bird, 
How joyful Tsing, > Te Soar’d high on the wing : » 
When Ito my Lord My Lord brings to pass 


My ways do commit All things he sees fit. _ 


‘ 


112 APRIL 9: 


Thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear.— 
Rom. xi. 20. . 


So we are called upon by the spirit of prophesy, “ Behold, (give 
the most earnest attention, let this truth sink deep in your hearts), 
his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him,’’? Habak. ii. 4 
Standing by faith, and living by faith, are ever opposed to pride, 
vain confidence, and an high conceit of our own attainments. True 
faith in Jesus sinks the soui in humility, works by real Jove to God, 
is accompanied with a child-like fear of offending him, and excites 
to a godly jealousy over our own souls, lest we fall—fall into sin, 
fall away from the hope of the gospel, fall from theprecious privileges 
of Jesus, and the comforting sense of hislove. Without this, what 
is profession, but an empty name, talking ever so highly, but a sound 
of words, pretension to the greatest things, but a vain shadow, while 
the substance is not enjoyed ? 

It is the glorying of believers in Jesus that they are “delivered 
out of the hands of their enemies, that they might serve God in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life,” Luke i. 74, 
75, and it is added, “without fear.” But are we to cast off all 
kind of fear of God? No verily: no more than faith in him, love to 
him, and hope of enjoying him. One would dread such a state most 
of all, the Lord himself being judge. Know therefore, and see 
that it is an evil and bitter thing, that thou hast forsaken the Lord 
thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of 
Hosts,” Jer. ii. 19, . 

Glory to Jesus, by his grace the bands of legal bondage are broken 
asunder, the cords of slavish fear, of wrath and hell, we cast from 
us: yet faith and fear go hand in hand. And this is the blessedness 
of everlasting love and new covenant grace, “ T, saith Jehovah, will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. So 
shall they fear me for ever for their good,” Jer. xxxii. 40. This 


‘ is the precious fear the apostle exhorts to, which is ever to be cher- 


ished in the heart, and attended to in one’s daily walk. A fear of 
departing from the Lord Jesus tends to keep the soul close to him. 
Fear of offending causes watchfulness. Hope ina sin-pardoning God 
produceth fear ; a sense of pardon increaseth it. “ There is forgive- 
ness with thee; that thou mayest be feared,” Psalm cxxx. 4. Happy 
is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall 
_ fall into mischief,” Proy. xxviii. 14, 


Forbid it, Lord, that I forget, ; If I withdraw my trust from thee, 
My standing is by faith ; : Isoon high-minded grow ! 
This ever humbles at thy feet, Forget thy fear, grow proud in self, 
Well pleas’d with what-thou saith, So prove I nothing know. Mi - 


APRIL 10. 113 


Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which thou 
hast caused me to hope.-—Psalm cxix. 49. 


' Ir is not natural to us to hope in God’s word. This the power 
of God causes us todo. Where there is true knowledge of Jesus, 
the essential. word. there will be a real esteem for the scriptures, — 
the written word of Jehovah. The Spirit that dwelt in Jesus dictated 
the truth concerning him ; and the same. Spirit testifies of Jesus in 
the hearts of his children. By the word we are favored with clear 
ideas, just conceptions, and encouraging views of the truths of grace 
and salvation: hence we have the firmest foundation, the strongest 
confidence, and fullest assurance to build our faith and hope upon: 
hencé also we are emboldened to draw nigh toa throne of grace, to 
plead our case, present our distress, and claim, with humble bold- 
ness, a supply of all our need. 

When there is a death upon all comfortable sense and joyful feel- 
ings, when all things around us wear a gloomy aspect, when consci- 
ence within writers bitter things against us, the law works wrath, and 
its terrors make us afraid, and an insulting foe, to heighten distress 
and increase our sorrows, stands over us, with “there, there, so 
would I have it,” in such a season, O it is life from the dead to re- 
member the infinitely transcendent love, victorious toils, triumphant 
conquests of Jesus over all things for us ! How joyfui to read that all 
the promises center in him, and that they are infallibly sure and 
certain to all the seed—yea and Amen, to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther ! How establishing to hear such gracious words from the mouth 
of Jehovah, “I, even I am he that blotteth out thy transgressions tor 
mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins!” Isa. xliii. 25. How 
powerfully alluring, how sweetly attracting to the affections when 
Jove calls, “ Put me in remembrance ;”’ plead with me ; thou shult 
not call in vain; I will hear; I will answer thee! Thus love, thus 
grace descends to the heart ; thus it speaks by the word: hence de- | 
sires are kindled in the soul, blown into a fame, and ascend in fer- 
vent, earnest prayer, and pleading to a faithful, promise- fulfilling* 
God, Surely we can never enough prize God’s word, never suffi- | 
ciently adore the Holy Spirit for the knowledge of Jesus by the word: 
and if the word of the Lord is our hope, we have eternal truth, ever- 
leasting love, infinite power, and unchangeable faithfulness engaged 
for us. “ Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that 


put their trust in him,” Prov. xxx. 5. 


! 
While others boast of nature’s frames, Remember, Lord, thy word of grace. 
And egstacies of joy, ¥ ; On which my soul doth trust : 
May I still hope in God’s try’d word, Fulfil thy promise freely made, 
And thence my comforts draw. I plead it—thou art just.- M. 


- 


114 APRIL 11. 


Jesus said unto them, take heed what ye hear.—-Mark 
iv. 24, 


Ir is our unspeakable mercy, it calls for our daily tribute of praise, 
and daily study to improve it, that afree use of the-lively oracles of 
truth is permitted us; others are denied their rich privilege. Happy 
those to whom the word of God is the rule of their faith, alight to 
direct their paths, and a standard whereby they try and prove the 
doctrines they hear, whether they are of God or man. The whole 
truth, as it is in Jesus, is precious to every believer. “ Faith comes 
by hearing the word of God.” As the ear is the inlet to the soul, we 
should ever take heed what kind of doctrines we hear. It was through 
the ear satan gained access to the heart of Eve, and beguiled her. 
Paul alludes to this, 2 Cor. xi. 3, “I fear, lest by any means, as the” 
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should 
be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” What is this 
simplicity ? Even this plain simple truth, that salv ation is wholly and 
solely by Jesus Christ, according to the everlasting purpose and love 
of God the Father, revealed in the word of truth, and applied to the 
soul by the Holy Spirit. Lost and perishing sinners are the happy 
apy of it. They have no hand in procuring or making it efiectu- 

; but they are wholly saved by election of grace through faith. 
— doctrines are contrary to either of these points, oppose re- 
vealed truths, are subversive of the plan of salvation, tend to rob 
God of the glory of his grace, and his dear children of their comfort 
and joy of faith. 

Therefore, disciples of the Lamb, take heed ; Besant of me you 
hear. These doctrines ate not merely speculative, or nen- -essential, 
but are the important, fundamental, essential truths of the gospel. To 
oppose the dectrine of ‘election is to deny the first cause of salvation, 
the everlasting love of God the Father ; it is to gainsay the prophets, 
apostles, and even cur Lord himself, who spake most clearly and 
plainly of it. It is to set one’s self against the testimony of the Spirit _ . 
of truth. This ariseth from human pride, which ever imagines it can 
do nauieibtas to hy God’sloye. Be of the Peeve righteousness 
fae-eralhs are St Oy and coneene it is from the: aa self- 
sufficiency and self-righteousness of the creature,in order to establish 
its own righteousness and faithfulness ; hence salvation becomes pre- 
carious, justification impossible, This strikes at the reot of true holi- 
ness, and tends both to presumption and licentiousness; for whatever 
truths are revealed in the word by the Spirit of wisdom and truth (and 
all these are as though wrote with a sun- beam) itis that they should 
be the food ef our faith, the matter of our study, the cause of humili- 
ty, the confidence of hope, the rejoicing of love, and excitements to 
Pied. y approving yourselves my the wore of truth, eek Se a 


+ 


APRIL 12. 7 


And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, 
glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make confession 
unto him.—John vii. 19. $5, ae 


Tux Lord our God is a jealous God ; jealous of his own glory 
and his people’s good, Sin is contrary to both. God so loves his 
people, that he will not suffer sin toreign in them. Wiilful, ailowed © 
sin, however secret, he will chastise for, and bring the soul to confess 
and repent of. Though sin shall not bring any one of God’s dear 
children to hell, yet it may bring a hell into the conscience for a sea- 
son. Sin may break the peace of mind, though it cannot break the 
covenant of peace. ; ; 

Wiiful transgression causes the Lord tohide his face or frown upon 
his dear children. This weakens their hands, dejects their hearts, 
and the enemy gets power against them. ‘This was the case with 
Achan ; therefore the accursed thing must be found out, confessed, 
and put away. Methinks Achan’s case should remind the believer 
of his carnal sinful nature. It is from hence springs all his troubles. 
Indulging its sinful motion brings grief to the soul; encouraging an 
opinion of its goodness and righteousness, is dissembling with Gods 
it is hiding somewhat in the “earth in the midst of the tent,” which 
is admirable to him, and robs him of his glory. The flesh, with 
its lusts and corruptions, though we may think of them as Achan did 
of the Babylonish garment, that they are goodly, yet they are accurs- 
ed by the law of God. Therefore we are, through the Spirit, “to 
crucify the flesh, with the affections and lusts.” Like the wedge of 
gold, and the shekels of silver, all must be given up; we must re~- 
tain none of its riches and treasures. How ofter has our flesh made 


_ our hands hang down, our knees faint, and-our hearts troubled ! 


. Ochristian ! thou:son of the Most High, give glory to the Lord 
God of Israel ; hidenothing in thy earth, in thy vile nature from thy 
Lord and Saviour ; make confession unto Jesus of all that is in thee, 
vile and abominable, wretched and hell-deserving as thou art by na- 
ture. Give Jesus all the glory of redemption, justification and sal- - 
yation.- Expect no good from the flesh, in the pleasures and énjoy- 
ment sense; seek it all in Jesus, and from his Spirit. As Achan 
‘trubled Israel, he must therefore perish in the valley of Achor. So, 
christian, the flesh that troubles thy spirit is shortly to fall and die 
under the sentence for sin. But, saith the Lord, “ T will give the 
“yalley of Achor (trouble) for a door of hops,” Hosea ii, 15. 
«T hough the body shall be sown in dishonor ;-yet it shall be raised in 
glory.” For, saith Jesus, “I am the resurrection and the life. He 
who liveth and beliveth in me, shall never dic,’ John xi, 25, 26. 


116 APRIL 13. 


Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the 
things which we have heard, lest at any time we should 
_ let them slip.—Heb. ii. 1. 


Tue body receives little nourishment, if its food hastily pass 
through it. To health and strength proper digestion is necessary. 
_ Divine truths, carnaly heard and soon forgot, do not comfort, nor 
strengthen the soul. When the babe Jesus way lying in the manger, 
and the shepherds had told the glorious things they had seen and 
heard concerning him, many wondered. But it was the happiness 
of the virgin mother, “ she kept all these things, and pondered them 
in her heart,” Luke ii. 19.° We can never be comfortable in Jesus, 
but while the truths concerning him dwell in our minds. 
Many complain of bad memories. They can retain but little of 
the doctrines of grace. True, Jesus saves none for the sake of a 
strong memory ; neither will his loving heart cast off any because of 
aweak one. Yet it is our daily interest to take the wholesome advice 
which the Spirit of wisdom dictates. His word is our direction ; his 
gracious cautions are necessary to prevent evils. What he teacheth 
is profitable to the soul’s health. It behoves us to-give the most ear- 
nest deed to the truths of Jesus. They demand all our attention. 
Pondering them in our minds, dwelling on them in our hearts con- 
tinually, tend (through grace) to keep us watchful against what 
would rob us of their comfort, and to strengthen our memories, to 
retain the sweet sense of them—Hence a holy fear will be excited, 
lest at any time we should let them slip, or run out of our minds, 
as water does through a leaky vessel ; and so we lose the savour of © 
them from-our hearts. 1 
Sudden flashes-of comfort, hasty transports of joy, are dubious as 
to their cause. It is by the word of truth we are to try them ; and 
it is by that we shall be able to. stand. The gospel of grace insires 
with courage. Through the knowledge of Jesus we are to conquer. 
That Spirit, which excites to diligence and care, will establish in 
the truth. Studious souls, in the school of Jesus, make the most 
established and lively disciples. The opposition of enemies to the 
truths of electing love, Jesus’ righteousness, the final salvation of 
his redeemed children, &c. shall due us no harm. This shall be 
ever-ruled by grace to the rooting and establishing the faith of God’s 
children, The oak is rooted stronger, by the blast ‘that shakes it. 
The more we see of the evil of sin, the pride and unbelief of our cor-. 
Fupt natures, and the subtle advices of satan, so much the more dear- 
. and precicus shall we esteem the doctrines of free-grace, and the 
finished salvation of Jesus. And we shall prove ourselyes his true 
disciples, “If we hold fast the confidence, and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm unto the end,” Heb. iii, 6: 


APRIL 14, 117 


He wave them their request, but sent’ leanness into their 
soul —Psalm cvi. 15. 


Wuewn the sunshine of worldly ease, and a greater portion of 
the.good things of this life than he was wont to enjoy, fell to the lot 
of that champion of Jesus of blessed memory, Luther ; it excited a 
holy fear and jealousy in his heart, which made him cry out, ‘ Lord, 
I will not be put off with these thingsf’ However pieasant and agree- 
able worldly prosperity may be to the flesh, yet induiging and pam- 
pering the body begets and feeds many disorders and humors which 
are destructive to the health of the soul. The body without exercise 
naturally looses its strength and vigor. Afflictions are the exercise 
of the soul ; though they be dreaded because grievous to the flesh, 
yet are they profitable to the spirit; or else not one of God’s dear 
children should know what a single trouble is: for they are all the 
allotments of covenant love. In our prayers we often imitate James 
and John, *“ we know not what we ask.” We ask amiss, and yet are 
ready to complain that the Lord doth not answer us according to our 
desire ; though the very thing we asked would have proved as ‘a 
serpent, to bite and destroy us. 

O what patience doth our God and Father exercise towards the 
froward dispositions of his dear, but untoward children ! It would be 
bad for the best of us, if we were our own carvers. Let Peter have 
his request, and Jesus shall not die; then Peter and every soul of 
man must have perished. It is our mercy that the Lord sometimes 
answers prayers with denials ;, he most blesses us by not granting 
our petitions. Saints long and pray to be entirely delivered from the 
body of sin; but though the Lord doth not take it away, yet he gives 
what is better, grace. to subdue our corruptions ; and withal subdues 
pride, and keeps the soul dependent upon himself, which is best of 
all. Thy will, thy glory should ever set bounds to our petitions. 
The health and prosperity of the immortal soul, is infinitely to be 
preferred to the enjoyment and happiness of the perishing body. 
Gay clothing, with empty pockets, and a lean, starving body, is a’ 
distressed condition ; but how much more deplorable ! how awfully 
to be dreaded, the state of many professors! They have got what 
they-eagerly sought, and earnestly requested ; the riches, honors, and 
pleasures of this world ; but alas! their-precious souls are in a lean, 
_ starving, famishing condition. Can the comforts aad joys of a perish- 

_ ing world compensate the want of a sense of God’s love, the reviving 
grace of our Lord Jesus, and the comforting fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost ? We should be ever concerned, in all our petitions, to make 
the enjoyment of God the chief, the ultimate end. « Hearken dili- 
gently unto me, eat that which is good; and let year soul ate 
itself in fatness,” Isa. ly, 2 : 

Vor. I. Vy 


118 APRIL 15. 


Then opened he their understanding, that theymight under- 
stand the seriptures. —Luke xxiv. 40. 


'ynoven Jesus had captivated the hearts, and drawn the affections 
of his disciples to himself, before his sufferings and death, yet they 
hud very little knowledge in the mysteries of his kingdom, and of the 
mystery of iniquity which worked in them: they were but weak in 
the understanding of the holy scriptures ; hence arese their diffidence 
and suspicions concerning him. He left them scattered through fear 
and unbelief, and he finds them full of unreasonable doubts and 
troubles: for this he reproves them, “ O fools, and slow of heart to 


believe all that the prophets have spoken.” But amidst all their 


weakness and. ignorance there was a sweet and secret. confidence in 
their hearts. Jesus had apprehended them as prisoners of love, and 
they were kept by an invisible power, that they might epprehend that 
for which also they were «apprehended of Christ. Though he made 
the hearts of two of his disciples “ burn within them,” yet there was 
more warmth than light; a transient heat of «ffections, but not a 
settled understanding and judgment in the scriptures. Thus it is 
with many of the lambs of the flock now. ‘They have been taught 
to cull «« Jesus Lord by the Holy Ghost.” ‘I hey feel some flashes 
of comfort, but they are oftener exercised with doubts and fears, 
jealousies and surmises ; but as the Saviour hath loved them, and 
called them to himself, he will establish their hearts in the faith. He- 
not only warms the affections, but opens the understanding. Many 
mistake here; not the fire of our. passions is to govern us, but our 
clear understanding of the scriptures.. By them our hearts is strength- 
ened, our judgment established, our love increased, cur hearts com- 
forted, our holiness promoted. Thus Jesus honored the scriptures 
of truth: so he gave his first resurrection-blessing to his. weak, but 
sincere disciples. is 

_“ Jesus died for our sins, and rose again according to the scrip- 
tures,”’ 1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. His whole work on earth was to fulfil the 
scriptures. So he honored them: and herein he has left disciples 
an example. Prize the word of truth, study it constantly, pray over 
it daily. -By the word of truth the Spirit teacheth knowledge. The 
scriptures are the sword of the Spirit: Satan will fly before them, 
because they testify of Jesus. - Here, O soul, is an evidence of a true 


“disciple. Jesus hath opened his understanding to. understand the 


scriptures. Hath the Lord thus blessed thee? ‘Then thou seest Jesus 

to be the sum and substance of the scriptures, therefore thou wilt — 
esteem them as thy companion, thy guide, and thy familiar friend. 

¢ For whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written for our 
learning, that we, through patience and comfort of the ROUBLE 
might have nope: ”” Rom. xv. 4. 


APRIL. 16. 119 


But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Tord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ: to him be glory both now 
and for ever. Amen.—2 Pet. ii 18. 


CurisTian, know thy danger. Thou art ever liable to be led 
away by the error of the wicked one, to decline from the ¢rurA, and 
to fall away from thy stedfastness in the faith of Jesus. bxhorta- 
tibns warn of this; they tend to auificen stronger exercises of faith 
and love, as a remedy against this; yea, through the influcnces of the 
Spirit they cause new-born souls to grow and increase with the in- 
crease of God, just as reviving showers of rain and warm influences 
of the sun, cause the fruits af the earth to grow. It behoves every 
follower of the Lamb to consider this; to wrestle with the God of all 
grace, lest he grow faint in his mind, his hands hang down, and his 
knees becomd feeble ; but that he “ grow strong in the grace which 
‘isin Christ Jesus.” Behold the inseparable connection between grace 


and Jesus, Knowledge and growth. . No growth in grace but by the ~ 


knowledge of Jesus. The more thou growest up in thy head, Christ, 
the more thou wilt grow out of hope in thyself, ‘out of conceit with 
thyself, out of the reach of the self-righteously wicked. 

To know and experience the grace of God in Christ, is the special 


? 


mercy of poor sinners. To grow in the faith of free-grace truchs, a 


and in the knowledge of the love of Jesus, is our richest consolation, 
our highest joy. Hast thou experienced a little of this special grace? 
Hast thou tasted that the Lord is gracious? In this consists thy pre- 
sent blessedness, peace, and joy. But, alas! whatis thy knowicdge 
and experience, but like a drop of water to the vast ocean. Art thou 
hungering after more grace, thirsting after greater knowledge of 

‘Jesus? Verily, thou shalt be filled“ filled with afl the fuiness of 
God.” Itis the nature of grace, the property of the knowiedge ‘of 
Jesus, to create an insatiable thirst in the soul after deeper experi- 
ences of it: hence means of grace will be diligentiy used, the scrip- 
tures, which testify of Jesus, constantly searched, the gospel of gruce 
highly prized, the sincere milk of the word desired, and the influences 
of the Spirit implored. Way all this? That the soul may grow in 
the faith and love of Jesus; that the bud of grace may blossom and 
bear ripe fruit to the glory of God. The smallest knowledge of 
Jesus shall be increased till the believing babe in Christ comes “ in 
the unity of the faith, and in the knowledge of the Son of God, to the” 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ,” until fuith is turned 
into sight, hope swallowed up in fruition, and the love of an unseen 
Jesus on earth shall ripen unto the fullest enjoyment of him in 
heaven ; and all this to the glory of God the Father, who hath “ made 
us accepted in his beloved Son,” Eph. i. 6. 


& 


‘ 


120 APRIL 17. 


Ye were as sheep going astray. but are now returned unto 
the. shepherd and bishop of your souls.—2 Peter. 1. 25. 


Scripture allusions continually remind us, “ that salvation is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God who, 
sheweth mercy: therefore, not unte us, not to our free will, but to 
thy free grace, O Lord, be ail the glory. Like that poor silly creat- 
ure, a sheep we naturally stray into all kind of danger, but are unapt 
to return of ourselves. We never shouid unless the shepherd sought 
us. ‘ We have turned every one to his own w.y,” have lost our- 
selves in the wilderness of sin, are wounded by the wolf oi prey, 
blinded by pride, sclf-will, and self-righteousness. We delight in 
our distance from the good shephered. We please ourselves in feed- 
ing on. carnal lusts and sensual vanities, while our poor souls are ina 
starving, perishing condition. Unparalleled love ! the sheep’s wounds 
are healed by the shepherd’s stripes ; pardon is obtained by the 
bishop’s sufferings and death, Ali this is proclaimed by the shep- 
herd’s voice. But, “O! what fools! how slow of heart to believe 
this !? This keeps many poor sheep from returning to Jesus ; and 
those that have heard his voice, and are returned to him, do not 
keep so close to him as is their interest and happiness. The loving 
shepherd complains of this, Jer. ii. 31,“ Have J been a barren wilder- 
ness unto you, O ye sheep of my pasture ?”” No, truly: our souls 
can never be healthy and thriving but while our shepherd is in view, 
and we are feeding in the green pastures of his love by the still waters 
of his salvation. d 


. It behoves Christ’s sheep to consider daily how dear they are to 


him ;. what sweet relation he stands in to them ; what love and care 
he has for them; that so Jesus may be more endeared to them, and 
his pastoral instructions, cautions, and directions, may influence their 
walk and conversation ; for the adversary is ever working upon our 
treacherous nature to make us conceive of Jesus otherwise than a 
faithful shepherd and loving overseer, that so, as terrified sheep, we 
may fly from him, and cease to love and follow him. Yea, to this 
end the father of lies thus preaches: ‘ Though you are returned to 
your shepherd, yet after all he may cease to care for you, and let 
you perish.? This is the doctrine of devils, let who will preach it ; 
for it gives the lie to Jesus, the truth, who says, “I give unto them 
eternal life ; they shall never ferish, neither shall azy pluck them 
out of my hands,”’ John x. 28. ‘ We are not ignorant of satan’s, de- 


- vices,” 2 Cor. ii. 11—Nor “ of the cunning craftiness of these who 


lie in wait to deceive,’ Eph. iv. 14. 


The Lord my shepherd is, ) )Ife’er I go astray, 
i shall be well supply’d ; ; _ He doth my soul reclaim, _ 
Since he is mine, and T am his, And guides me in his own right way _ 


What can I wantbeside? For his most holy name. 
h PUBS 


' 


APRIL 18. | 121 


God is faithful. by whom ye were called unto the fellowship 
of his Son Jesus Christ.-—1 Cor. 1. 9. 


WHILE we entertain a notion of a God out-of Christ, it affords 
no comfort to the mind to hear of God’s faithiulness. Nay, if we 
were not blind to our state, as sinners, the thought wouid fill us 
with dread and horror. For how awful, how terriiying is this decla- 
ration from a faithful God; “I will by no means ciear the guilty,” 
Exod. xxxiv. 7. . But “ we know that the Lord our God, he is God, 
the faithful God, who-keepeth covenant and mercy with them that 
love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations,”’ 
Deut. vii. 9. O this is the life of poor sinners’ souis! this is the 
joy of their hearts ! For whenever one reads of the covenant, it re- 
minds of Jesus the surety, the mediator, of God in Christ, the God 
of love, our reconciled God and Father. We have no immediate ac- 
cess to the Father but by his Son Jesus Christ. When called into 
fellowship, intercourse, familiarity, and sweet converse with Jesus 
by faith, then we have free access to the Father’s throne of grace, and 
his heart of love. We glory in his great and precious promises, and 
triumph ‘in bis declarations of faithfulness and truth. 

The faithfulness of God is the foundation of all present grace ; the 
security of future glory. Many weak disciples are perplexed with 
dark and disturbing thoughts in this matter. Their hearts are not 





carried up to rest in the love of the Father, where allis serene and © 


quiet ; but they rest below, in the regions of doubts and fears, storms 
and clouds. Their souls may be exercised, and often distressed ; 
but they are safe, because called to the knowledge of faith in and fel- 
lowship with their. elder brother, Jesus. This is by the love of the 


Father through the power of the Spifit. And Ged is” faithful to his © 


covenant, to his- Son, to his people, to his own word to them, and 
his work in them. For whom he calls, them he glorifies.” Fuith- 
ful to support them under all present dejections of mind and sinking 
of spirits : faithful to preserve them in all times of danger, and to 
give them living comforts in a dying hour. 

Now, U believer, thou art ealled to honor the faithfulness of thy 
God, by trusting in his word of truth ; glor ying in his promises of 
grace at all times. Yea, at thy worst of times and frames, even 
when sense, reason, feelings, and eppearances are iil against thee, 
then the Lord is for thee. “ The Lord is faithful, who shall stablish. 
you, and keep you from all evil,” 2 Thess. ii 3. Paithful “to 
confirm you unto the end, that you maybe blameless in the day of 


the Lord Jesus,” 1. Cor. i. 8. 


Our God, how firm his promise stands, Then why my soul these sad complaints, 
Ev’n when he hides his face? _ Sinee Ch ist and we are one? 

His trust’s in our Redeemer’s hands, Thy God is faithful to his saints, ; 
His glory and his grace. Is faithful to his Son. M. 
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What shall we say then? shall we continue in sin, that 


grace may abound 2——Rom. vi. lL. 


BELIEVER in Jesus, what are thy thoughts? what the answer 
of thine heart this day, in regard to thy walk and conduct in life, 
from the important doctrines of grace ? Canst thou say, the everlast- 
ing love of God the Father, reigning through the righteousness of 
Jesus unto eternal life, manifested in the gospel, and applied by the 
Holy Spirit through faith, havé the least tendency to give reins to 
thy lust, to oun a door of licentiousness, and to encourage thee to 
continue in sin? Doth the belief of the guilt of sin, being atoned by 
the precious blood of Jesus, influence thee to the love of sin? Doth 
the knowledge of Christ’s righteousness imputed unto justification of 
life, tend to make thee delight in unrighteousness and unholiness of 
life? By no means: God forbid! to bring such an heinous charge 
against divine truths ; O what daring impiety ! what horrid biasphe- 
my! Beware of sucha thought; indulge it not one moment; it 
comes from the adversary of all truth ; it impeaches the wisdom and 
holiness of the Spirit of truth; for he reveals these soul-saving, 
Christ-glorifying, God-honoring truths ; and by his gracious gift of 
faith, sinners receive and embrace them. But to what end? Hereby 
they see the display of justice; mercy triumphing in righteousness ; 
their souls established in a sense of peace and pardon, and most: 
powerfully influenced to the love of personal holiness and obedience. 
Sooner ascribe midnight darkness and water’s frost to the source of 
light and heat of the sun, than once imagine the grace of God leads 
to sin, or the abounding's of grace to continuance in sin. No; this is 
through the aboundings of lust-—‘ When lust hath conceived, it 
brings forth sin,’ Jamesi. 15. But grace conceived’in the heart, 
brings forth holiness. mor 

«“ Do we then make void the law through faith ! Ged forbid: Yea, 
we establish the law,’? Rom. iii. 31. How? as acovenant of works | 
tous? No; thatit was ourdear surety. “Christ is the end (the 
fulfiller) of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth,” 
Rom. x. 4. We establish the law, as a rule of duty to us; though 
not to ‘obtain life, but according to which we ought to walk. So we 
follow our Lord, and are conformed to him.’ O may the cheering 
light of truth be ever accompanied with the warm influences of the 
sun of righteousness upon the heart ! “ By the grace of God we have 
had our conversation in the world,” 2 Cor. i. 12. 


«¢ Then shall we best proclaim abroad T cannot love and live in sin, ‘ 
“ The honors of our Saviour God, Though sin in me doth still abide : 
*€ When his salvation reigns within, Though sin’s alive, ?’m déad to sin, 


“ And grace subdues the power of sin.” My Sayiotir keeps from lust and pride. M. 


we 
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God hath chosen us in Christ, aelere the foundation of the 
world —Eph. 1, 4. 


So the apostles wrote and preached, to comfort and establish 
their brethren in the fuith of Christ, in the love of God, and in the 
sanctification of the Spirit unto all true holiness. The election of 
sinners, by God the Futher in Christ Jesus, from all eternity, is the 
foundation from which all faith and hope spring. If this truth is re- 
jected, the atonement of Jesus is made precarious, the work of the 
Spirit uncertain, salvation doubtful, faith void, the promise of none 
effect, and the hope of eternal life is made to depend on the will and 
power of weak and vile sinners, instead of the grace and truth of God. 
But in every age, men of corrupt minds, destitute of the truth, have 
opposed God’s sovereign grace, everlasting love,.and eternal purpo- 
ses. God hath sufferedit, “that those who are approved might be 
made manifest,’ 1 Cor. xi. 19. Humble, self-emptied sinners, who 
are poor in spirit, and lowly in their own eyes, plainly, discern that - 


‘ systems of human pride, schemes of self-confidence, are set up to 


establish vain hopes and self-righteous pleas, in opposition to the 
truths of God : “ Ifit were possible to deceive the very elect of God,” 
Matt. xxiv. 24. But his love towards his children is too great to 
suffer it. And they do well to take heed to the true ght of electing 
grace and love ; which shines with such glory in the person of Jesus, 
to the comfort of their souls, through the faith of him. 

“ Beware of men; call no man Rabbi,” saith our divine teacher. 


Yet saith Paul to his son Timothy, “The things which thou hast 


heard of me, the same commit thou to faithful men; who shall be 
able to teach others also,” 2 Tim. ii. 2. So a standing ministry hath 
been established, whom God hath sent forth in every age boldly to 
preach the God-glorifying, soul-humbling, faith-establishing, sin- 
subduing truths of the gospel. Human compositions, agreeable to 
God’s truth, are precious ; as they are made establishing to the faith- 


ful.. Thanks to God for those sweet and comfortable. words of the 


17th article of the established church. Our pious reformers say, 
¢ The godly consideration of predestination, and our election in Christ, 
is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly per sons, 
and such as feel in themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, 
mortifying the works of the flesh and their earthly members, and 
drawing up their minds to high and heavenly things. it doth greatly 
establish and-confirm their faith of eternal salvation, to be enjoyed 
through Christ. It doth fervently kindle their love towards God.’ 
Here are blessed scriptural marks of a true christian : if thou findest 
them in thine own heart, give God the glory of electing love, and 
“hold fast this form of sound words in faith and love,” 2 Tim: i. 13. 
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Tf any man sin. we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous —\ Johu ii. 1, 


In the glass of God’s holy and righteous law we see what an 
unholy and unrighteous thing sin is; it is hateful in the eyes of a 
pure God; it'hath separated between God and the sinner, and tends 
to his eternal destruction. The gospel in no wise renders sin less 
odious to God, less heinous in his sight; far from it. Yea, rather 
it paints-sin in the blackest colours, and shews its deepest malignancy, 
by the gracious method of its atonement. View the holy Lamb suf- 
fering for sin on the cross; see the streaming blood, and hear the» 
direful agonies of the Son of God on account of sin ; and say, O be- 
liever, is sin a little matter, a trifling thing? Learn daily sin’s evil 
by its remedy—sin’s poison by its antidote—the hell it deserved by 
the person who redeems. And ever, O my soul, hold fast this as a 
sacred truth, though God loves thy person in Christ Jesus, yet he 
hates thy siris, though reconciled to thy soul through the Son of his 
love, yet he never can be reconciled to sin, though at peace with thee 
through the blood of the cross, yet ever at enmity against thy sins. 
Hence the béloved disciple declares, “These things write I unto 
you, little children, that ye sin not.” Beware of sin as the worst 
evil; watch against sin as a deadly foe; strive against it, oppose, 
resist it in the power of the Spirit, as your werst enemy: as most 
hateful and displeasing to your best friend. 

‘Gut if any man sin, (for none are perfectly free from sin in their 

ture, nor wholly exempt from it in their practice), what then? 
must we lie down and despair? No: “ We have an advocate with 
the Father :”? Jesus Christ pleads the cause of sinners, though he is 
not an advocate for sin; for he is the righteous. Therefore he doth 
not deny the, charge that we are sinners, guilty in ourselves ; he 
extenuates none of our sins, but owns every accusation brought in- 
to court against us by a perfect law and strict justice; with every ™§ 
ageravating circumstance which can be urged. Against all that law 
and justice can charge upon us, he pleads his own undertaking, his 
work, his life and death, his blood and righteousness. His people 
have sinned ; his blood hath atoned. They have contracted guilt ; he 
hath suffered the punishment. They have deserved the curse of the 
law ; he has borne it for them. They have deserved hell; he has 
opened the kingdom of heaven. They are unrighteous in themselves; 
Jesus hath fulfilled the law for them, and clothed them with his per- 
fect righteousness. Therefore he pleads that sin may not be imputed 
to them ; but that pardon of sin and peace of conscience may be be- 
stoped upon them by the word and Spirit ; and that they may be 
sanctified in him, and glorified with him. Thus saith our dear Lord 
to us, “I will not leave you comfortless,”’ John Xiv. 18. 
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The. fol ofthe sluggard desireth, and hath nothing : but 
the soul of the diligent shall be made fat —Prov. xiii. 4. 


-In the busy scenes of life, in the awful moments of death, the 
formal professor, as well as the profligate and profane, will desire 
to escape misery and woe, and enjoy heaven and happiness. But 
alas ! how yain and, fruitless are such desires! If these may be 
called good desires, ‘the way to hell is paved with them,’ saith an 
ancient father of the church: But in this, the wisdom of the chil- 
dren of God is manifested. They are diligent in the use of such 
means, which, through the grace of the Holy Spirit, will be crowned 
with a blessed end. They cannot rest in desiring, but in possessing ; 
, not in wishing, but enjoying. They find and feel their souls want 
. continual supplies of food from Jesus, support from his promises, 
nourishment from his word_and ordinances, and life from his Spirit. 
And as their desires are quickened, their diligence i is drawn out after 
these things. 

Truth and wisdom declare, they shall not barely be kept from. 

, Starving, just preserved alive, like Pharaoh’s lean kine ; ‘but shall 
be fed and nourished. Yea, like healthy sheep in rich pastures, 

_ they shall grow fat. “The soul of the diligent shall be made fat,” 
. Prov. xiii. 4. Here is encouragement for thy diligence, here is 
_ a spur to thy activity, O disciple. Here is the promise of thy 
, Lord. _ Where is thy faith? Dost thou perceive thy soul decline, 

; instead of growing fat? Do lusts and corruptions gain ground? 
Doth the love of the world get the ascendency of the love of the 
Father in thy heart? Is the edge of thy spiritual appetite pailed 2 
. and canst thou not feed nor feast on the rich repast of Jesus’ .re- 
Saletan love as heretofore? Wherefore is this? Hast thou not 
reason to charge thyself with sloth and indolence? Hust thou not 
been sleeping on thy bed of ease, instead of seeking the: food of thy 
“soul? Indulging thy perishing body, when thou mightest have 
used means for feasting thy immortal spirit? If so, the ‘word of 
| grace, and the testimony of thy conscience, convict thee ; ; this is 
_ not right ; thou oughtest to take shame to thyself; it is thy duty 
to humble thyself, and to call upon the Spirit to quicken thee. 
Though saved in the Lord Jesus with an everlasting salvation, yet 
thou art called “to give all diligence to make thy calling and elec- 


tion sure.”* In this way the Lord will nourish souls in love, and - 


make them fat in the consolations of his grace. Consider, all are 
busy and active around thee—satan to tempt, the world to ensnare, 
and thy corruptions within to betray the. Remember the eyes of 
thy dear Lord are ever upon thee to see how thou actest thy part. 


Yea, more, “according to his riches in glory, t to atrenpaien theesyith 


might by his Spirit i in the inner man,” Eph. iii, 16.~ 
Vou. I. Q 


ie 


r 
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Without controversy, great ts the mystery of godliness : 
God was manifest in the flesh, Ge.—1 Tim. in. 16. 


Tux truths of the gospel are undoubtedly great mysteries to 
carnal reason. We have naturally no ideas of their existence ; but 
being plainly revealed by the Spirit of truth, they cease to be hid 
from our knowledge. They are no longer secret mysteries, as to 
their matter, but plain and open truths to faith. True, the manner 
of their existence is incomprehensible to reason. So they will ever 
remain mysteries to us. Therefore the sons of naturai pride and 
human ignorance reject and disbelieve them: but the children. of 
visdom and humility esteem,the whole mystery of godliness, every 
bible-truth, as precious objects of their faith. Biessed be God, our 
comfort and salyation consists in believing, not in explaining. The 
christian, like the prophet, being born of the Spirit, isa “man of 
strife and contention with the whole earth,” Jer. xv. 10. All in na- 
iure and carnal reason are in arms against the truths he believes. 
Because he earnestly contends for them, he will ever find controversy 
and perverse disputings from men of corrupt minds, destitute of the 
truth. His zeal here is always commendable, only let it be in dove. 

‘What the Lord hath taught in his word, we receive as the food of 
our souls. .Thisis our simple answer to the God of this world, and 
to the wise disputer of this age. We cannot comprehend how God 
‘dwelt in flesh, but we are fully assured he did. We have the fullest 

’ proof of it in his word ; and his word is truth.’ And it is the very 
life of our souls, and the joy of our hearts, to believe our God. Why 
God dwelt in flesh, and the glorious ends he hath accomplished here- 
by, we know. Of this also, we are perfectly assured ; we believe it 
from the same infallible testimony. To the faith of this, we have the 
inward witness of the Spirit also. God, known in the flesh, beheld 
in human form, viewed in our nature, is the very essence of our 
faith; we now partake its blessings and. experience its comforts. | 
Hence springs the assured pardon of all our sins, the acceptance of 
our persons, the sanctification of our souls, and sure and certain 
hape of eternal life and glory. All this is by free promise, according 
to the purpose and decree of the everlasting covenant of “grace, to 
the glory of the ever-blessed Trinity, and to the comfort and salvation 
_ of lost sinners. Thus saints are called into “one body, by one Spi- 
rit; have one hepe, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one atone-» 
-ment, one righteousness, one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in thenf all,” Ephes. iv. 4, 5, 6. 


SENSE feels [am_a sinner here : By Fairu I view Lovz’s mystery, 

ReAsow thistrnth could ne’er explore; Gon hv’d and dy’d in human fiesh, 

‘Zhat God in flesh should eleause my soul My hope, my heaven, my joy is this 5+ 

Sy shedding his own purple gere. Ne strenger proofs of love I wish,  M. 
I 7 4 


=a 
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I keep under my body; and bring. it into subjection.—— 
1..Coriix. 276 inc a 


Tue neglect of this brings .on leanness of soul. If this enemy 
wains ground, itis alarming; if he prevails, it causes mourning ; 
but when he is kept low, and supplies are cut off, his power is 
weakened, and victory over him is easily gained. Such are the 
sensitive powers, carnal affections, and sinful inclinations which com- 
pose part of our present frame, the body ; a body of sin and death. 
To gratify and fulfil them is very pleasing and delightful to nature 
and sense. But how awfully subversive of the comforts of faith, the 
peace of the mind, and the joy of the soul, thy own sad experience, 
O disciple, hath proved. Nor can it be otherwise ; let us not deceive 
ourselves ; we cannot indulge and pamper the life of the flesh but to 
the ‘hurt and injury of the life of the soul. There is an irreconcilable 
enmity between the flesh and the spirit, the old man and the new. 
The variance and strife will ever subsist while we are in the body. 
It is the Lord’s sovereign will to leave the Canaanites still in the land, 
and to drive them out by little and little. For “behold a Kipg shall 
reign in righteousness,” Isa. xxxii. 1. ‘This is our beloved Jesus. 
Here is the exercise of faith in him, the touch-stone of our love, and 
the proof of our allegiance to him, in striving daily for the mastery, 
to conflict with and fight against every inordinate affection abd 
corrupt lust of our fallen, sinful nature, and to keep them under, and 
bring them into subjection to him. It is hard work to fight with an 
enemy that is part of one’s self; but Jesus’ banner hath this motto, 
“ Deny thyself, take up thy cross daily, and follow me.” Though 
the work is ours, yet thine, O Jesus, is the power. 

Faith in, Jesus not only accepts his imputed righteousness for 
justification, but has also a lively dependence on Christ for every 
supply of the Spirit for further sanctification. It leaves not the soul 
in a lazy languid state, but causes it to aspire after greater delight 

in and conformity to God; it eyes God as its centre ; enjoyment of 

him as its happiness, and full conformity to him as its perfection, 
To indulge, pamper, and gratify the flesh, is contrary hereto ; 
therefore mortification and self-denial, and subjecting the flesh ta 
the spirit, will be the exercise of living, Believing, loving souls. 
But why all this? not from legal principles: not from slavish fear 
of hell and damnation ; not through dread of being reprobated ‘and 
cast away for ever ; No: Paul had not so learned, nor did Christ 
teach so. Believers act from love to Jesus, being assured of perfect 
salvation by him. “ Eternal life is the gift of God,” Rom. vi. 23. 


What dif?rent pow’rs of grace and sin Thas wiil the flesh and spirit strive, 
Attend this mortal state! And vex and break my peace ; 

} hate the thoughts that work within, T long to live a glovious life, 

” And do the works Lhate. When sin shall ever ecase. 


‘ 


jag APRIL 25. 
The Lord will not cast off his people, neither will he for- 
sake his inheritance.——Psalm xciv. 14.0 — 


THEREFORE, drooping soul, cast not off thy confidence in him. 

' A meteor will expire when the earthly matter is spent that main- 

tained the blaze for a time. Profession may carry to an high ele va- 

tion. Persons may appear as fixed’ stars in the church of Christ, 

but time may discover them to be no other than shining meteors, or 
shooting and falling stars. Yea, angels kept not their first estate. 
But the-Lord’s chosen people is his portion. The gates of hell shall’ 
not prevail against the church of Christ. “ All those that be planted 
in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our God,” 
Psalm xcii. 13.. Here is the consolation of Christ, the comfort of 
love, the fellowship of the Spirit, “« He that believeth in Jesus shall 
be saved ;” not for days, months, years, but saved with an ever- 
lasting salvation. For all such afe the objects of the everlasting 
love of an unchangeable God. He never casts off nor forsakes them. 
Even when in the furnace of trials and afflictions, hearthe declarations 
of love concerning them: “ They shail call on my name, and I will 
hear them. I will say, it is my people.” Hear the claim of faith: 
« Then shall they say, ‘he Lord is my God,” Zech. xiii. 9. 

David knew that friends had cast him off: yea, father and mother 
might forsake him; his, frames and feelings had forsaken him, his 
joys had withered, and his comforts seemed all blasted in an hour. 
- But, says he, age and observation have fully confirmed me inthis 
truth, “TI never saw the righteous forsaken of his God :” “ Though 
he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down.” Whyso? Truly, saith 
he, “The Lord upholdeth him with his hand,’ Psalm xxxvii. 24. 
Falls may wound the soul, bruise the spirit, cause sinkings of heart, 
and dejections of mind. Satan. may sadly daub and bespatter the 
poor child of God, and endeavour to persuade him that he is in such 
a filthy condition, that his Father doth not know him, will not own 
him. The Lord help us to fear such a state, and to watch and pray 
that we may stand ! ! Yet the Lord will not cast away his people whom 
he did foreknow, nor forsake his chosen inheritaace.- ‘There is balm 
in Gilead. Jesus is the skilful ‘physician; he will heal and restore 
his beloved members ; he knows them; he loves them, they are his 
property. © how should this endear Jesus to our souls! cause us 
to cleave unto him with full purpose of heart; embitter sin, and cause 
us to cry continually, “ Hold f my g goings in thy paths, that my 
footsteps slip not,” Psalm xvii. , 


; : . [arise ? 
Praise tothe goodness of the Lard, ’ Whence then should doubts and fears 
‘Who rules his people by his word, Why trickling sorrows drown our eyes } 


And there, as strong as his deer ees, Slowly, alas, our mind receives 
He sets his kindest Pr omises. The comforts that our Saviour gives!’ 
5 J Aj 


Fi 
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Réejoicing in hope ; patient in tribulation ; continuing. ins 
stant in prayer.—Rom, xii 12, 


Tue gospel brings us from a hopeless into a hopeful state; but 
not into an independent one. Weare never to expect freedom from 
trials and tribulations in this vale of tears ; they lie in our way to the 
end of our hope, the enjoyment of God in glory. | aith takes hold. 
of something that is material, and maketh the soul-triumph in hope. 
Hope makes the soul joyful, and excites to patience. Tribulations: 
cause a throne of grace to be prized, a covenant God in Christ to be: 
sought unto and delighted in. In the rough waves of difficuities, in. 
the storm of affliction, in the boisterous sea of temptation, hope is am 
anchor to the soul; when that is cast within the veil the vessel shall 
safely ride out every storm; though tossed, it shall not be driven 
from its moorings ; it keeps the soul safe and steady. 

The grace of patience is ranged between the joy ofhope and the 
constant exercise of prayer; as though it could not exist without 
either, but is supported and strengthened by both. Jonah sleeps 
sound in the ship, but prays hard in the whale’s belly. Distress and 
hope raise an importunate cry. A hopeful soul will be much in pray+ 
er; and the more in converse and communion with God, the soul 
will more thrive in every grace of the Spirit. “ Ask, and ye shail re- 
ceive,” is the grand charter of heaven. Yea more, lest children 
erow remiss, be sparing in their addresses, and content themselves 
with any portion, when the exuberance is necessary, saith our muni- 
ficent Lord, “ Ask and receive, that your joy may be full,” Jobn xv. 
11. Sip ot at the streams ; but drink large draughts at the fountain- 
head. 3 

Ever remember, ehitistia’s ove life of sense is contrary to the life 
of faith. Walking after the flesh, gratifying its lusts, conforming 
to a sinful world, deadens the life of the: soul, indisposes it to prayers . 

‘makes hope decline, impatience prevail, and all the graces wither. 
And canst thou delight to live at a dis stance from thy Saviour! What } 
without a sense of his peace and love? Wouldst thou not fear to die in 
such a frame ? “Keep yourselves in the love of God,” is an-evangeli- 
‘cal exhortation, Jude, ver. 21 ; looking unto Jesus under every cir- 
cumstance—avoid every thing contrary to love—study to be diligent 
in those means which tend to excite and ‘strengthen the liveliness. of 
faith, the comforts of love, the joy of hope, and ae patience of the . 


soul. “If ye do these things, ye shall never fall,” 2 Pet. i. 10. * 
mr t . 

Saints, at your Father’s heav’nly word, Just in the last distressing hour, 

Give up your comforts tothe Lord; The Lord displays deliv’ring pow ris 

He shall restore what you resign, ~ The mouth of trials isthe place - 


Or grant you blessings more divine. Where we shall see surprising grace. 


be , 
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Then had the churches rest and were edified, and Cae 7 
in the fear of the Lord, andin the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, were multiphed.——Acts ix. 31. 


Tue form of godliness without the power, is sufficient to make 
men saints, good church-men, honest souls in the eyes of the carnal 
world. “But when, by the power of the Spirit.our hearts possess the 
faith of Jesus, it cannot be hid, but the life of Jesus also will be man- 
ifested in our walk and conversation. Then persecution awaits US, 
the world hates us, their former esteem for and good opinion of us, is 
changed into hatred and opposition. The word of the Lord must be 
fulfilled, « All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse- 
cution,” 2'Tim. iii. 12. This is the lot of every disciple, it is a 
touch-stone of faith; but this is over-ruled by our master’s wisdom, 
for his glory and our spiritual advantage. These have .proved the 
most thriving seasons to the church of God, most prosperous to the 

" souls of disciples ; then the love of this world has been most purged 
from the heart, and the closest fellowship with Jesus enjoyed: w ith- 

out adversity our graces wither. . 

But is the rage and fury of opposers abated ? Have we alittle more : 
restiand quiet from those, who, at our first conversion to Jesus, vexed 
and oppressed us? Here a godly jealousy is needful, close examina- 

‘tion necessary. Is Jesus stilldear tous? Do we keep close to him 
as the beloved of our souls? Are the promises of God still precious? 
and do we stand steady against the smiles of the world, pr eferring 
Jesus toall? See, mark the blessed connection between edification of 
the truth, walking in the fear of the Lord, and enjoying the comforts. 
of the Holy Ghost. So the church of old prospered when rest was 
given them. ‘These things are inseparable. True saving knowledge 
of Jesus in the heart, ever discovers itself by a holy, loving, filial 

‘fear of the Lord in the life. The more we are edified in the faith, this 
fear increaseth: faith and fear are founded in love, and will be ac- 

eee with the comfoxt of the Holy Ghost. ; 

But though the churches had rest from persecution, still the mem- 

_ bers were in the body ; satan was active 5 afflictions and temptations 
ceased not. In this, nor they nor we shall ever be exempt in this vale 

_ of tears: to endure them, we are taught, is part of our blessedness, 
James i. 12. By them we learn many useful lessons cf faith, pa- 
» tience, ‘hentia, and resignation to the will of God, and are made the 
more to partake of his holiness ; so the Holy Ghost sanctifies them 
to our profit, and enables us to glorify the Lord our Ged, being 
cheerful and confident in Jesus’ promise: “ Because theu hest kept 
the word of my patience, Lelso will keep thee from the hour of temp- 
tation,’? Rey, iii, 10, = ‘ i 
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But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob: but thou hast 
_ been weary of me, O Israe].—lIsa. xliii. 22. 


“ Gop hath not cast away his people which he foreknew,” Rom. 

xi. 2. Zealous professors may become shameful apostates. God’s 
own children may awfully backslide from him, and ‘sadly decline in 
their love to him and service ofhim, Such a conduct is most base to 
the best of beings, most ungrateful to themost loving Lord and Say- 
jour, most wounding to sensible,.gracious hearts : but such wander- 
ing sheep shall hear the faithful shépherd’s voice, and shall return 
with weeping and supplications. ‘lighted mercies, forfeited privi- 
leges, neglecting means of grace, indifference to the cause of Jesus, 
and growing weary of the Saviour’s ways and service, bear sad wit- 
ness against the soul. aap ty 

- A little self-examination will discover that such an one hath found 
other lovers ; with them he is delighted, and after them he hath gone. 
If the life of sense prevails Against the life of faith, the lusts of the 
flesh are preferred to spiritual delights ; carnal,. worldly company is 
more relished than the communion of the saints ; fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness” is more attented to, than fellowship 
with Jesus: ifthe private duties of the closet, the public ordinances 
of God’s house are forsaken: if tovall this there is an indifference and 
unconcern of soul, can the solemn charge of our Lord be heard, 
« Thou hast been weary of me,” without pleading guilty ? Be aston- 
ished, O heavens, at this! Weary i serving the Lord may be the © 
christian’s experience through infirmity; but to be weary of the Lord 
himself, the Lord of every perfection, the God of all mercies, the 
Father of all consolation, the only Saviour of our souls, our only hope 
' in time, our all in eternity ; to be weary of, to grow shy to such a 
being, O what shall. one say ! truly, love is patient and prayer 
powerful; but for the love of ‘the Father, and the intercession of 
Jesus, suchasoul might, ere this, have reaped his deserts in torments, 
and been weary of his punishment in hell. But O, after such base | 
conduct, hear the declarations of love-“ I, even lam he that blétteth 
out thy transgressions; for mine own sake, and will not remember 
' thy sins,” verse 25. - Therefore there is hepe, grace reigns, ‘grace 
abounds, mercy is free, proclamation is made. “ Return, (such, a 
temper must be changed, or death cannot be hopeful, nor’ eternity 
desirable), return to the Lord thy God, for thou hast fallen by thine 
- iniquity,” Hosea xiv. 1. 

i 


“Where should my foolish passions rove? Let me be fastened to thy cross, 


Where can such sweetness be 2ather than lose thy sight. 
“As Thaye tasted in.thy love, Make haste my days to reach the goal 
' Asfhayefoundinthee> — And bring my heart to rest 
Wretch that Iam, to wander thus Qa the dear centre of my soul, , 


In chace of false delights! My God, my Savionr’s breast. 


152 APRIL 29. Oe 
Then I saw and considered it well: I looked upon it, .and 
received instruction.——Prov.. XXiv. 32. 


‘ Opservatron is the life of understanding. . Experience is the’ 
joy of faith. Learning good from others’ harms is true wisdom. 


*Can we look around us among the circle of our professing acquaint- . 


“ance, and not see the awful effects. of slothfulness in the ways of 
“God? What supine indolence to the cause of Jesus, and careless 

indifference as to'the health and prosperity of the soul, do we behold ! 

A very affecting description of this the Spirit of wisdom here presents 

to our view : “1 went by the field of the slothful, (the once seeming- 
“ly growing and shining professor) and lo, it was all grown over with 
‘thorns, (the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, has 
choked. the word, Matt. xiii. 22), and nettles has covered the face 
thereof ;” (the rank weeds of corrupt lusts, sensual gratifications, 
carnal pleasures and delights overspread the life and conduct) ; “ the 
stone wall of the vineyard is broken down;’’ (the soul lying open and 
unfenced against the incursion of the beasts of prey, satan, the men 
of this world, carnal company ; senseless of its danger, and. slothful 
“to all means of deliverance, the poor soul composes itself with) “yet 
a little sleep, a little sluraber, a little folding of the hands to sleep.” 
“Is not this a striking, though awful likeness? Do we not almost daily 
behold its original? How melancholy the sight! how alarming the 
conduct ! how dreadful the sentence ! “So shall thy poverty come 
as one that travelleth (with speed) ; and thy want a3 an armed man,” 
‘ (being without power thou canst not withstand it), See this, O soul! 
remember thy calling is to diligence. Consider it well,” (what sad 
effects spiritual sloth produce !) “ Look upon it, (as a frame and 


temper of soul to be constantly dreaded, and earnestly prayed against); 


receive instruction :” “For whatsoever things were written afore- 
‘ time, were written for our learning.” To what end? To shew what 
*has happened to others, “are ensamples to us, and for our admoni- 
tion ; wpon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore, let 
him that thinketh hé standeth, take heed lest he fall,’ 1 Cor. x. 11, 
12. ‘The apostle speaks of “ things that accompany salvation,” Heb. 
vi. 9. Diligence in the ways of God is one of these things ; without 
this we eannot enjoy the full assurance of hope, that we are “ follow- 
ers of them who, through faith and patience, do now. inherit the 
promises.” & 


~ 


eyes 
Tlove the volumes of thy word ; Thy threat’nings wake my Eas : 
What light and joy these leaves afford And warn me where my danger lies : 
To souls benighted and distrest ! But ’tis thy blessed gospel, Lord, 
Thy precepts guide my doubtful way, That makes my guilty consciences cleans 
Thy fear forbids my feet to stray, Converts my soul, subdues my sin, 


‘Thy promise leads my heart to rest. And gives afree but large reward. 
; : 


. 


ti 


APRIL 80. 133 
Behold, I see the heavens opened. and the Son of man stand- 
ing on the right hand of God.—<Acts vii. 56. 


‘SurricizntT to the day is the evil thereof.’ As the trial and 
exercise of our day is, so shall our strength be. Saints shall have 
suffering grace for suffering times, Hours of great outward calamities 
often prove seasons of the greatest aboundings of inward consolation. 
It is said , “ Stephen fell asleep.”? What! full asleep under a shower 
-of stones? Yes: the sweetest sleep he ever experienced. It was 
preceded by a supernatural sight of glory; he awoke in the full 
enjoyment of glory ; he suffered first for Jesus, he is the first whois 
favored with a view of the zipriied Jesus in his kingdom. How faith- 
ful i is the Lord we serve! how great are his compassions ! how re- 
viving to the soul is the spiritual sight of him! Whether patriarchs, 
prophets, apostles, martyrs, and confessors, as believers in all ages, 
the same Lord was the object of their faith ; they were comforted by 
the same Spirit, whose blessed office is to glorify Jesus in the views 
of believing souls. True, “no man shall see me and live, saith the 
Lord,” Exod. xxxili. 20, Even high favored Stephen saw not the 
essential glory of Jehovah but through the medium of the man Jesus. 
Whether with his bodily sight, or in the full visions of faith and the 
Holy Ghost, he saw the glory of God in the person of the glorified, 
exalted Son of man, Jesus, this discovery fired his soul with heavenly 
_ joy, and inflamed his heart with holy transport. 

Faith’s views of Jesus have a transforming influence upon the soul. 
While he is beheld, love is communicated. Ascending hearts to Jesus 
~ are favoured with descending love from Jesus. Love, received in the 
heart, cheerfully diffuseth its sweet savour around us; it enlarges the 
bowels of compassion, and opens the mouth in prayer even for its 
worst enemies. Thus Stephen prays for his very murderers. When 
for himself he stands; when for them he kneeled down, as though 
more importunate for them than for himself. What hath Jesus done 
for sinners !: What doth he in'them! How precious is he to those who 
believe ! How should our hearts long for clearer views of him by the 
Spirit! As in his love, so in his person he is wonderful ; he is ever 
‘the same, a man; he appears in his human form before the throne, 
interceding for sinners. The same suffering, crucified man, who 
loved our persons and bore our sins, still lives and pleads our cause 
as our triumphant conqueror in our nature over all our enemies. 
Thus daily conceive of, look to, and embrace in the arms of faith, thy 
Lord and thy God, O soul, as man and mediator, as having once - 
atoned and is now interceding for thee; so mayest thou ever com- 
fortably say, “Into thine hand I commit my spirit; thou ae re- 
deeméd me, O Lard God of. truth,” Psalm xxxi. 5. 

Vou. I, R 


164 MAY 1 , 


_ Doth the ploughman plow all day to sow? doth he open 


and break the clods of his ground ?—I\sa. xxviii. 24. 


« Tre Lord of hosts hath decreed to stain the pride of all glory, 
and to bring into contempt all the honorable of the earth,” Isa. 
xxiii. 9, Therefore his word sends us to the common transactions in 
life, that we may gather instruction in humility, and be taught to bow 
to his sovereignty. Every dispute against the latter is a strong evi- 


’ 


dence of the want of the former. When the mouth is not stopped, but 


daringly opened against sovereign purposes and eternal decrees, it is 
an awful sign that the plough of God’s law hath not cut deep into 
such sinners’ hearts; for, instead of pleading guilty and being speech- 
less, the pride of nature urges vain pleas against free-grace truth, 
everlasting love, the finished salvation of Jesus, and the certain 
glory of all his chosen members. 

But verily, as the ploaghman plows at a proper season, and sows his 
seed at the appointed time, and as harvest shall not fail, so the church 
of Christ is “ God’s husbandry,” 1 Cor. iii. 9. By the ministry of 
the word the Lord plows up the uncultivated ground of unfruitful 
hearts, he opens and breaks the clods of pride and lust, he casts in the 
seed of eternal life in the knowledge of Jesus, then the graces of faith, 
hope, love, and holiness, take root downward and spring forth upward. 

But alas ! the seed is exposed to many dangers; weeds may grow 
up and choke it; if refreshing showers, the warm sun, or the purify- 
ing air is withheld, it will rot, and bring forth no fruit unto perfection. 
The poor heart is not without its fears, yea is at its wit’s end at times, 
lest so it should be. And what can he do? He cannot command the 
clouds, call forth the sun, or catise the wind to blow. Boasting in 
self is at an end; trusting to inherent grace is cut off; hence the soul 


is led in humility to see that ‘all things are of God; that if ever he 


reaps the harvest of eternal life, itis wholly and solely owing to 
God’s free gift by Jesus; that all present fruitfulness is by the Spirit’s 
energy and influenge, in consequence of the Father’s love and faith: 
fulness, and the Son’s perfect work and salvation; therefore look 


hot so much within, nor around thee, as above to Jesus: Doubt- 


ing disciple, from this inexhaustible fountain hope and encourage- 


‘ment flow. Though all within looks gloomy and distressing, all 


without opposing and discouraging, yet our God is over ‘all and 


above all.. Ever remember there is as great a necessity for the 
heart to be deeply rooted in humility downwards, as for the pleasing 
fruits of peace and joy to spring upward. Our heavenly husband 
knows which is best for us. As the ploughman minds his work; and 
does his duty; so do thou. Be diligent in thy work ; be humble in 


thy heart, knowing « God giveth the increase,” 1 Cor. iii. 7. 


1 


MAY @.. ae 
That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God —Rom. iii, 19. 


’ 


Iw our natural state we are ever most backward to take guilt to. 


ourselves, most skilful at self-excuses, most averse to self-examina- 
tion, because we dread self-condemnation ; hence we are ever prone 
to pass judgment at the bar of pride and carnal reason upcen the 
truths of God, because we think they are against us. O what is 
there in such stout-hearted rebels, who are far from righteous €8Sy 
to invite down the blessed Spirit to enlighten our minds ! It is by his 
special mercy we see the spirituality and extent of God’s hoiy law ; 
though in it we see nothing but justice with a drawn sword, and 
mercy with a veiled face, yet it cuts off all elorying in the flesh, 
stops the mouth of pride and arrogance, and leaves the poor sinner 
under a. sense of .guilt, and subjects him to the judgment of God. 
To such, the sound of mercy how welcome ! the proclamation of 
grace how joyful ! the name of Jesus how precious! the way of sal- 
vation by him how acceptable ! How willingly do such desire to be 
eternally indebted to free grace! How dead do ‘such become to former 
legal hopes ! Expectation from their fulfilling terms and conditions 
is cut off; grace freely given, mercy richly bestowed through Jesus, 
becomes the subject of all their hope, the matter of all their giory- 
ing. Nowit is not, What have I done ? How have I behaved? but, 
What hath Jesusdone? What a glorious salvation hath he wrought! 
‘I am a poor sinner, stript of all, now bow to the sovereignty of God, 
adore his electing love, admire God’s salvation, sit humbly at the feet 
of Jesus, dwell on the wonders of his love and sufferings on Caivary’s 
mount, thankfully receive the testimony of Jesus from the Spirit, 
and give the ever-gracious THREE all the glory of what I am in time, 
and of what I hope to be in eternity. When the soul is become 


guilty in its own sight, the mouth is thus stopped: every self-right- 


eous plea is silenced. When the sinner thus sees himself, he is 


\ 


quite out of conceit with himself. 
Thus the law is good if a man use it lawfully ; but if the Lamb’s 


wife seek to the law, as a woman to her husband, to get comfort from 


it, and life by obedience to it, verily this is not continuing a chaste 


virgin to Jesus, We shall then cease to bring forth fruit unto God ; 
but we shall be, as God complains of Israel of old, “ an empty vine, 
who bringeth forth fruit unto himself,” Hosea x. 1. | We shall 
grow delighted with ourselves, and imagine we have that within us 
to. talk of and glory in, instead of the work of Jesus, for us. But 
thus saith the Lord, “ Thou shalt remember and be confounded, and 
never open thy mouth any more, because of thy shame, when I am 
pacified towards thee, for all that thou hast done,” Ezek. xvi. 63. 


‘ 


136 MAY 3. 


Jesus said This sickness is not unto death, but for the 
glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified 
thereby —Jobn xi. 4. 


Ir frequently happens, that gntervening occurrences seem ta 
contradict the truths of God. Therefore if we judge from sight and 
appearance, we shall be often deceived. God’s word alone is the 
rule of faith; what he has declared shall certainly come to pass, 
however repugnant it may seem to carnal reason. Thus our Saviour 
declares of Lazarus, “ This sickness is not unto death:” yet he 
afterwards told his disciples plainly, “ Lazarus is dead :”” and Jesus 
found him in the grave, where he had lain four days. But Jesus, 
‘who had power over death and the grave, knew his own intention of 
raising him, both for the glory of the Father, as well as glorifying 
himself. This was the great end of his coming into the world; 
therefore in the life, and by the death of Jesus, glory redounds “ to 
God in the highest, peace on earth, and good-will to men.” 

Did Jesus love Lazarus? Did his compassionate eye drop a tear 
of affection over his friend’s grave ? O what an innumerable company 
of poor sinners did his loving eyes behold, who, like Lazarus, were’ 
not only to all appearances past hope, but actually “ dead in tres- 
passes and sins ! but he says of them also, “ This sickness is not unto 
death.” Eternal death shall not have the dominion over them; but 
he would get glory to God, and glorify himself in quickening and 
raising all God’s chosen ones, all his dearly beloved members, _ 

On the death of Lazarus “ Jesus wept: he groaned within himself;” 
and he cried to his Father. How must the heart of Lazarus be inflam- 
ed with love to his dear Lord for giving him a second life! O believer! 

the raising thy soul from a death of sin to a life of righteousness, cost 
thy Saviour not only a sigh, a tear, a groan, a prayer; but agonies, 
sweats of blood, tortures beyond thought, sufferings beyond expres- 
sion. His immaculate heart’s blood he freely poured forth for our 
sins, to procure the life, and to obtain the salvation of our souls. Canst 
thou think of this love without reflecting on thy misery? O hard 
heart! O cruel unbelief! How littleaffected with such love as’none but 
' God could show ! Is this thy pain and sickness? Come, thien, that the 
Son of God may be yet more glorified in thee, bring thy hard heart to 
the feet of Jesus, and confess thy unbelief to him with this humble 
ery, “ Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief,’ Mark ix. 24. 


Come, happy souls, approach yourGod So strange, so boundless was the love. 
With new melodious songs ; That pity’d dying men, ‘ 
Come, tender to almighty grace _ The Father sent his equal Son 
The tribute of your tongues. Dy ee give them life ee 


MAY 4. 187 


Seekest thou Breet things for thyself? Seek ick not. 
Jer. xlv. 5. 


_ Tue glorious company of the apostles, the soup fellowship of 
the prophets, the noble army of martyrs, every member of the church 
of Christ in every age, were called to deny and mortify self. In this 
there is no difference : all are equally clothed with the sume corrupt 
nature, are men of like passions, and are therefore in danger of self- 
seeking, and of having their affections attracted from Jesus, to the 
alluring objects of this present evil world. The scripture has re- 
corded a very short chapter of the prophet Baruch’s conduct. On 
reading this we may truly look within, around us, and then look up 
and cry, “Lord, what is man?” and with astonishment may add, 
“that thou art mindful of him.” 

Yea, what is every Baruch (i. e. blessed man) who bends the knee 
to Jesus, and is renewed in the spirit of his mind? Alas! he is still of 
the earth earthly, prone’to cleave to the dust, ready to seek great 
things for himself, from the objects of time and sense. One would 
have thought, just at a time when the prophet had been reading the | 
dreadful. roll, full of mourning, lamentation and woe, which were 
shortly tocome upon the kingdom, this would have entirely curbed 
every carnal desire'after selfish views and earthly glory. But no; the 
lusts of the flesh can only be mortified by the power of the Spirit. 
Jeremiah is sent with a loving warning and tender prohibition to 
Baruch: ‘Is this a time for self-seeking, instead of thy master’s 
glory? What! aspire after worldly honor and dignity in a time of 
threatened ruin: be wise ; know thy station; act in character.’ 

Here, O Christian, see the picture of thy own corrupt nature. 
Know thyself; consider, thou also art inthe bodys remember, “ in 
thy flesh dwelleth no good thing.” Though under threatened ruin 
and destruction, yet it will lust after such things which are agreeable 
to its carnal state. Never say with Hazel, “ Am I a dog that I 
should act thus and thus?” Beware of the deceitful reasonings of the 
flesh. It has ever plausible pleas to urge for its gratifications. Self- 
seéking is one of the lusts of the flesh. All views that arise from 
self, centre in self, and tend to please self, are contrary to fellowship 
in Jesus. If self is indulged, it will prove like a pampered steed, to 
run away with thy spirit from thy beloved. Therefore he asketh, 
«“ Seekest thou great things for thyself? 2” he forbids ; “ Seek them 
‘not.” What will it profit thee if thou couldst gain the whole world 
and lose sweet peace with God, comfortable communion with Jesus, 
and the joyful fellewship “of the Holy-Ghost? “Ye Cannot serve 
God and Mammon,” Matt. vi. 24. | 


= 


138 , MAY 5. 


| Let not your hearts be troubled; ye believe in God, believe. 
also in me.—John xiv. 1. 


Jnsus comforted the heart of a sorrowful widow by restoring her 
dead son to life again. Could he not also, by the power of his Spirit, 
consolate the heart of his dear disciples, without preaching outward 
rules and directions to them? Plainly he will be heard as our prophet. 
Those disciples only, who obey the word of his doctrine, shall enjoy 
the consolation of his love. So it seemeth good to our Lord to teach; 
so it is necessary for us to believe. Troubles are the common lot of 
God’s dearest children: ‘“ Many are the afflictions of the rizhteous,” 
Psalm xxxiv. 19. They feel and groan under heart troubles, which 
strangers know not of ; inward disquietudes, which carnal men are 
utterly free from, are oft amazed to hear of; and are ready to hug 
themselves, and thank God they are not troubled about. 

Ah, this inward insensibility is a bad sign ! But disciples’ troubles 
are Jesus’ concerns. He has a remedy against them: he will give 
comfort under them. Believing in an absolute God will not do this, 
Nay, the glory of his majesty, the greatness of his power, the perfec- 
tion of his justice, &c. appear in dread array against us. We dare 
not think of God out of Christ, knowing ourselves to be poor sinners, 
therefore, says Jesus, “ Believe alsoinme.” Believe my humanity : 
that I became man for your sake, died for your salvation, and am 
risen again in your nature to pray for you. Remember the covenant, 
that is established between the Father and me on your account. 
When thoughts arise in your minds, andyour poorhearts are troubled 
with finding you are still but “ unprofitable servants,”! you see much | 
cause for sorrow, mourn and complain that there are many things 
amiss in you; that you do not believe so perfectly, love so comfort- 
ably, obey so cheerfully as you wish ; yetever remember, I am your 
Mediator before the throne: you stand notin the Father’s love for 
your works’ sake ; but the Father is ever well pleased with me. He 
Toves you and is well pleased with you for my sake. Do not distress 
your poor hearts. Sorrow not as without hope ; but believe in me and 

’ qe comforted. your’ no sin, but my blood dearly atoned for ; you 
want no perfection, but what my righteousness supplies ; you stand 
in need of no holiness and conformity to me, but what the blessed 
‘Spirit bestows. Thus believe on me as your living head, thus daily 
look on yourselves as my dear members, thus live on meand honor | 
meas your Lord, and glorify me as your only Saviour. Thisis to 
obey Christ’s command. Thus is the troubled heart comforted. 
This is our sweetest privilege. We should be concerned to make 
this our daily employ on earth. Shortly all our troubles and sorrows 
shall end, for, “we shall meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we be 
ever, with the Lord : wherefore comfort ene another with these 
swords,” 4 Thess. i iy. 17, 18. 


MAY 6. f 139 
That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible 

Jor God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who 

have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope set before 

zs.—Heb, vi. 18. : 

Ir is the glory of the gospel that it reveals glad tidings to hope- 
less, helpless sinners. It finds nothing in us to entitle us to the favor 
of Ged: but it brings all hope and consolation to the soul, founded 
upon the most absolute promises, and the strongest assurance of an 
immutable God. As verily as it is impossible for the God of truth to 
lie or forswear himself, so itis impossible for any of the heirs of pro- 
mise toperish. Such is the blessed hope before us. Happy souls, 
who have fled to Jesus for refuge, and have laid hold of this hope ! 
Henceforward nothing but consolation, strong consolation, ariseth to 
such poor sinners from the word of truth. This hope can never fail 
them; whatever withinor withoutfluctuates orchanges, thisnever can. 

This hope is ever to be held fast, even though appearances wear 
a gloomy aspect, sense of comfort declines, feelings of joy seem 
dead, and all hope from ourselves forsakes us. But, Father, thy 
mercies never die; thy counsel shall stand; thy oath cannot fail. 
Hope in these is an anchor to the soul... Whatever storms or tem-. 
pests are without, or when the swelling waves of corruption lift up 
their voice within, yet the God of hope is mightier than all, and the 
christian hope riseth above all; therefore is it sure and steady. It 
is cast out of sight within the veil. By this blessed hope of the gos- 
pel, poor, sin-condemned, soul-distressed sinners, are kept steady 
to Jesus, and find acomfortable and secure refuge. And that pre- 
cious Spirit, who shews them their danger, and guides them to safety, 
causeth the joy of hope to spring up in their souls. They enjoy hope 
in themselves concerning their own state towards Ged through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, even a good hope through grace: and they are 
made to abound in hope by the power of the Holy Ghost. O this is 
a comforting, operative grace! it leads the soul to expect all that 
God has promised, even all the biessings of the everlasting covenant 
of grace, which flow to us from the life and death of Jesus; all are 
secured by the immutable counsel and solemn oath of an unchangea- 
ble God, both for time and eternity. And as a fruit and evidence 
that itis a holy, godly hope, it influences the soul in obedience to all 
the Lord’s commands. Every man that has this hope in him, puri- 
fies himself even as God is pure,” 1 Jobniii. 3. 

Thus Jesus is the only and alone object through whom God re- 
veals the hope of salvation. His work is finished. It is our happi- 
ness to believe this, and to rejoice in the hope it affords us. Christ 
is therefore ever to be looked to, and daily trusted in. And the more 
thou art exercised in this way, so much the more inward hope and 
joyful consolation will be experienced in the soul. My hope is in 
thee,” Psalm xxxix. 7. 


140 MAY 7. 


And they said one to another. Did not our hearts burn 
within us. while he talked with us by the way, and while 
he opened to us the scriptures ?—Luke xxiv. 32. 


Wuen the fire of divine love burns in the heart, disciples can- 

fot refrain speaking of it to each other. But how transient are the 

fumes of God’s dear children! Too apt are the strongest believers 

to live upon sense and feeling, instead of faith and promises. The 

former may, and often doth fail in enjoyment, but the latter is found- 

ed upon the firm immutable foundation of the God of truth, there- 
fore is sure and infallible. 

These disciples were just before in dejection and despondency- 
‘The time was come for resurrection-comfort, but their Lord not ap- 
pearing as'they expected, they were sad. Jesus was with them, but 
they knew him not. He upbraids; “O fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all the prophets have spoken!” Then he expounds the 
scripture concerning himself. Presently the fire kindles in their hearts. 
But it seems that it was soon past: yea, gone before they spoke of 
it. “ Did not our hearts burn?” how sweet was it! what ravishing 
moments were those! Doubtless they could have wished them to have 
continued always. So they should if the master saw good. If Jesus 
knew it was best, every disciple should enjoy hearts ever warm, ever 
glowing with the heavenly flume of divine love. It verily is sweet _ 
to sense. Those who have been “baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
and fire” of divine love, will speak of it to the glory of Jesus, and 
long for more lasting enjoyment of it. This best wine is reserved 
for the last: Disciple, soon shall thou drink thy fill, without danger 
of being intoxicated. But thou must wait the promise, as these dis- 
ciples did. Thou must go to the same place where they now are, 
before thy thirsty soul is perfectly satisfied. May it be our present’ . 
concern, that we give Jesus ho cause to upbraid us for folly and un- 

_ belief, in not abiding by the prophets, promises, and his testimony ! 
Weare to live upon the truth of the word, and not upon fire and 
feeling within. But: yet, disciples should ever be on their guard 
against such who deny the experienced comforts and joys of the Holy 
Ghost. Be not put off with dry notions, which are like the pale 
light of the waning moon 5 but administer not. the animating 
warmth of the ‘meridian sun. For, saith Jesus, “ The words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life,” John vi. 63. E 


If sweet he our frame, Or if it remain, . 
We thank hisdearname: And we are in pain, 3 
Hf bitter, we pray, eof We cheerfully bear, — [there. 
And Jesus so ova» he takes Waray. ’ And bless our kind Saviowr whe suffers it 


MAY 8. Td 


f£ find then a law, that when I would do good, evil is pre- 
sent with me.-—Rom. vii. 21. ) 


Tue heathens in their sacrifices were wont to cry out, ‘Keep 
at a distance, O ye profane :’ but they withheld not their offerings, 
lest the unhallowed should be the more polluted, or their sacrifices, 
be defiled by them. For the godly consolation, edification, and estab- 
lishment of sanctified souls, it seemed meet for the spirit of wisdom 
that the apostle Paul should leave his experience in this epistle to 
the Romans.. Here he confesses himself a poor sinner, yet a holy 
and happy believer in Jesus. . Hereby to many precious souls Jesus 
hath been made more infinitely precious, while sin has been viewed 
as More exceeding sinful, and themselves made to sink lower in 
humility at the feet of sovereign grace. Let those who dare advert 
to this blessed testimony for contrary purposes, remember the judge 
isat the door. . Shortly they must account, if they turn the food of 
God’s word to the poison. of their own souls. . 

Fools make a mock of sin, while godly souls groan under the burs 

' den of indwelling corruption. The former’s conduct is an awful 
proof of their state.. "The sorrows of the latter is a certain evidence 
of the spiritual life and sanctification of their souls, being born again 
of the Spirit; to do goodis the delight of their hearts. Being living 
members of Jesus by faith, they love conformity to their head ; being 
sons of God by adoption, it is their joy to love, obey, and please their 


heavenly Father inall things. Perfection in holiness they aspire after; - 


entire freedom from sin they comfortably hope for : but the God of 
truth will not suffer his own elect to be deceived, and to think them- 
selves what they are not, nor ever will be in the flesh, perfectly freed 
from sin; for the old man, with his affections and lusts, is ever near, 
ever present with them. “In their flesh dwells no good thing,” nor 
“ever will ; they are not to expect any good from it; it lusts only to. 
evil continually; their best thoughts are often interrupted and divert- 
ed, their most holy desires are often damped and discouraged, their. 


best actions are seldom, if ever, free from the bold intrusion of un- oa 


welcome guests from the world, flesh, and the Devil. «I would be 
wholly devoted to the Lord, saith the gracious soul ; all my powers 
and faculties, time and talents, all that I possess and enjoy, would I 
wholly (as assisted) freely and willingly dedicate in love to Jesus.’ 
Scarce the pleasing thought is conceived, but the evil of pride injects. 
What a rare name will this acquire me! how shall I be admired, 
and shine as somebody in the christian world! O this sinks the 
christian with shame, and causes him to hide his head with holy. 
blushing, But let not this discourage thee) Paul abated nothing of 
his zeal for God’s glory and doing good, because of this. Follow his 
steps. “Trust in the Lord and do good,” Psalm xxxvii. 3. . 
Wane Ey, . sy 


& 
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While the earth remaineth. seed-time and harvest, and 
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and 

_ night shall not cease. —Gen. vill. 22. 


«“ Gopriness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come,” 1 Tim. iv. 8. By 
faith we view the declarations of Jehovah as the blessings of a father’s 
love. The returning seasons, the revolving periods of time declare the 
glory of our heavenly Father; while the christian meditates upon and 
gratitude inspires his heart forthe innumerable blessings of time, yet 
far nobler subjects demand the contemplation of his soul. Happy for 
us, when temporal blessings are enjoyed as covenant mercies, and are 

sanctified to us in Christ Jesus. We see and adore the sovereignty 
of God in appointing times and seasons. The immutability of his 
will is the law by which they are governed. When the fixed period 
shall come, all nature shall be reduced to its primitive nothing. Time 
shall be swallowed up in a never-ending eternity. Happy soul, who 
art taught the displays of grace from the images of nature, who bows 
_ to the sovereignty of love, rejoices in the covenant of grace, and 
rests upon the immutability of God’s purposes and promises in Christ 
Jesus to poor sinners ! Such are assured that as in nature, so in the 
kingdom of grace, seed-time and harvestshall not fail to God’s church 
and people, because of “ his everlasting covenant which is ordered 
in all things, and sure.” iB. Me 
There is a time for the immortal seed of the word to be sown in 
every elect soul. This is experienced by the seed striking root in 
conviction of sin; by its springing up in faith, desire, and love'toJesus. : 
And because the sun of righteousness ever lives and shines upon his 
members, they shall most assuredly reap an harvest of eternal glory. 
Chilling cold and winter’s blasts may succeed the summer of love and 
warmth of affection. Nights of darkness, from desertion, temptation, 
and affliction, may follow days of peace, joy, and consolation. ‘These 
various seasons and changes will pass upon and be experienced by | 
~ believing souls «awhile the earth remaineth ;” that is, so long as our 
earthly, sensual nature continues ; but it is sentenced to dissolution. 
We must leave it on this side Jordan, then we shall see it no more 
. as an enemy for ever. But in the presence of Jesus the ‘soul shall 
have fulness of joy, and the body shall be raised a glorious body, to 
enjoy the pleasures which are at his right hand for ever more. There 
shall be no night of darkness, no chill of affection, no winter of 
distress. At present this.is our sweet consolation ; of every one of 
his beloved embers ae saith, “ Because I live, ye shall live 
also,” John &. 19. In the experience of faith we know “ Christ 
is our life; with joy we declare, “ when he shall appear, then shall 
we also appear with him in glory,” Col. ni. 4. rm . ; 


fe 
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Holding faith and a good conscience ; which some having 
put away LY, concerning faith, have made shipwreck — 
1 Tim. i i. 19. 


“ Wx that shall endure to the om the same shall be saved,’ 
Mark xiii. 13. So the master taught ; so disciples believe. By perse- ° 
verance in faith, the crown shall be enjoyed. So glory periects 
what grace begins. God’s power is faith’s confidence; God’s truth is 
' faith’s assurance ; faith’s author and faith’s finisher is Jesus. ‘lhere- 
fore, “the righteous shall hold on his way, and he that hath ciean 
hands shall be stronger and stronger,” saith the son of faith and 
~ patience, Job xvii. 9. “The top-stone (of finished salvation) shall 
be brought forth with shoutings, crying grace, grace |” Zech. iv. 7. 

Such are the immutable truths of the covenant of grace, the ‘gospel 
of grace, and the God of grace. Whatever legal spirits do, gracious 
souls will ever draw gracious influences from the safety and security 
of grace. “ Let him who thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he 
fall,’ 1 Cor. x. 12. Take heed that he bé not high-minded, and 
trust in uncertain riches that he fancies he hath obtained by his own 
faithfulness, creature-ability, and natural free-will, and so be led 
away from trusting in the living God, who giveth all things, Many 
such self-sanctified saints have, and do daily fall away, and have made 
terrible shipwr eck of their fancied faith, imaginary good conscience, 
self-applauding inherent : righteousness, and have perished in the gulph 
of vain glory and presumption. Therefore see to it, disciple, that 
you hold fast, and contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
God’s saints: such as the doctrines of eternal election to salvation, 
according to the everlasting covenant love of the ever glorious trinity, 
a finished salvation by the atonement, full justification by the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus, and final perseverance in holiness by the 
Spirit of truth. Hold them fast, net in word only, but in power, as 
the essential truths of Jehovah, as the very life and joy of thy soul. 
So shalt thou have and keep a good conscience, sprinkled from guilt 
by the blood of Jesus; anda good testimony ‘of it by the Spirit. of 
grace, through faith. Ever remember, “the answer of a good con- 
science toward God is by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,’ | 
1 Pet. iii. 21.. Thou couldst obtain it no other way. Thou canst 
only enjoy it by the faith of this. Beware of putting this away. Hold 
it fast. Be “confident of this very thing, that he who hath began a 
- good work (of faith and love i in thee) will perform it unto the day of 
Christ,” Phil. i. 6. 


Amidst a thousand stares T stand, . Grace will complete what grace begins, 

Upheld and guarded by thy hand, To save from orrows or from sins : 

Thy words my fainting soul reviye, The work that wisdom undertakes, 

And keep my dying faith alive, Eternal mercy ne’er forsakes.' , 
‘a 


Did Jesus sanctify hir 
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And for their sakes T sanctify myself, that they also might 
be sanctified through the truth.—John Xvi. 19. 


Buneveee haye the strongest assurance of attaining the highest 
degree of holiness their souls are capable of enjoying, from a recon- 
ciled God, from an interceding Mediator, and from the influences of 
the Holy Spirit. How precious is every work of Jesus / Hath he 
shed his blood to precure our pardon? Hath Ae wrought out a righ- 
teousness to justify us? What then? Doth he commit a stock of 
inherent grace to us, to improve and be faithful to, in order to 
sanctify and consecrate ourselves to God? Ono! ever be aware of 


this notion: it leads to pride, nourishes a spirit of independence on 


our head, makes’ faith void, vacates the office of the Spirit, and is 


therefore to be rejected asa dangerous heresy. 
But, saith Jesus, “for the sakes of all my dear members, I 


sanctify myself.” Not to the office of priest. This was by the call 


of the Father, Heb. v. 4, 5, not to make holy his human nature. 


He was sanctified by the Spirit, Luke i. 85. But our Lord here 
speaks of his willingly becoming zhe /amé fora sacrifice, to take 
away the sin of the world. , to this he most cheerfully set himself 
apart, consecrated himself to God for the sake of ali his beloved 
members, according to'the covenant of truth, the lay of truth, and 
the grace of truth: and to this blessed end, “that they also may be 
sanctified through the truth.” : ARs : 

Through this same truth, all the members of Jesus, being’ 
unborn, and having neither done good or evil, were to be san 
set apart, or consecrated unto God. Thus “ Jesus suffered 
the gate, that he might sanctify the people with his ow 
Heb. xiii. 12. “God chose them from the beginning, 
sanctification of the spirit, and belief of the truth,” 2:T 
Through belief of what truth doth the Spirit sanctify ? | 
faith of Jesus, who is the truth, they are sanctified 
xxvi. 18, are made vessels for his use and to his 
drooping believer, thou feelest thy sins and ce 















groanest under a body of sin and death, and ther ‘ar 

not sanctified, I have no part nor Jot in this matte jieve 
the truth ; believe in Jesus, and yet destitute | mn. of 
the Spirit? Impossible. As verily as Jesus ited thee 
to God by his blood, his spirit hath sanct € throwgh faith. 


“ Abide i in wi ea the Lamb; 3 so wilt 1 ore fellow- 


® i i 








Because his me 
Then all who now believe in him, 
Are freed from all the curse of sin, 
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But todo good and to communicate forget not; for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased.—Heb. xii. 16. 


Turovex the artful wiles of Satan, the corrupt reasonings of 
deceitful nature, and the doctrines oi false teachers, disciples are in 
danger of errors on the right hand and on the left. Because good 
works do not merit God’s favor, and entitle us to his acceptance, 
therefore, say some, ‘We cannot do any thing that is good and 
well-pleasing in the sight of God.’ So if satan cannot blind us by 
false hopes and legal confidences, he strives to poison our minds 
with detestable, licentious notions, dishonorable to Jesus, contrary 
_ to faith, subversive of love, and destructive of the holiness and peace 

of the gospel. But it cannot be so when Jesus is beheid aid ree 
joiced in as our sacrifice and atonement for sin, as our beioved, in 
whom our persons are accepted. “ By him we are made priests 
unto God.” . He is our altar, on which our sacrificcs are oticred, 
and which consecrates our gifts. Are we exhorted to do goou aid 
to please our gracious God and loving Father? Faith exciies most 
powerfully ; love binds with strongest cords; eid hope animates 


with the most prevailing pleas to this. “Christ our passover is 


sacrificed for us.” Such was hislove. In gratitude tor such love, 
to sacrifice our all to him is ever our bounden duty. 

Shame to us that we should be prone to forget this. Exhorta- 
tions remind us that we are apt to this; and of what our Lord ex- 
pects from us. God hath not forgotten to be gracious tous. Jesus 
never intermits in his suit for us. Shall we forget our duty, and 


neglect at my time to do good on earth? Not study daily to please * 


him who is our portion, our allin time and eternity? Doth the glori- 
ous Jehovah condescend to assure us, I am well pleased with your 
beneficence, your communicative goodness to my creatures, and your 
brethren for my sake ? and shall we ever be unmindful of, and indif- 
ferent about this matter ? Forbidit, Lord! animate us with more of 
the fire of love ! ! Tolive without prayer and praise, argues insensi- 
bility and ingratitude ; not to study to glorify God in our actions, 
shews the want of love; and where the spirit of prayer, praise, love 
and obediencéis w wanting, where, alas, is our evidence that we are 
the children of the gracious God, members of a compassionate 
‘Saviour, and inflvenced by the Spirit of love ? , 


\ es : 
Thron’d ona cloud ourjpdge shall come, By the Redeemer’s saerifice, a 


Bright flames prepare his way, - Who seal’d it with his blood. bes 
SS Ta ae wd hal aba Their faith and works brought forth te 

Lead on the dread a day ; eee 

Shall Yi the world confess, _ [light, 

Now gather all my faints (heres My sentence of rewardis right, 

That are at peace with God, And heay’n adores my grace. 

? \ 
\ \ * 
\ ‘ 
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My soul cleaveth unto the dust 2 quicken thou me aecording 
to thy word —Psalm cxix. 25. 


Ons would dread that state most of all others, which St..Paul 
describes, ¢€ being past feeling,” Ephes, 4, 19. True, there is 
this alleviation, such are insensible of their deplorable condition. 
But if the great trumpet of the gospel awakes not the soul in this iife 
to spiritual sense and feeling, verily the loud archangel’s trumpet 
will awaken it to hear its awful sentence and feel its dreadful doom 
in the last day. O what amiracle of grace to be quickened, to know. 
one’s misery, to feel one’s wants, to believe the remedy, and cry for 
relicf! This blessed work is not of the will of the flesh. No man 
can quicken his own soul; itis the sovereign word of aimighty power; 
it is equally ascribed to the loving Father, the redeeming Son, and 
the-sanctifying Spirit, John v. 21, and vi. 63—therefore gracious 
souls give all the glory to the ever-blessed trinity. Free-willis the 
‘child of pride, it dwells in the heads of almost christians, and is only 
boasted of by the enemies of truth, ' 

«¥ am come, that my children might have life,” saith Jesus. 
He quickeneth the dead in trespasses and sin; and then they cry 
to him to have life more abundantly. Here is the wisdom of hea- 
wen-born souls; they deny themselves of the vain pieasures, carnal 
delights, and sensual gratifications of this worid. They know these 
things oppose the life, interrupt the peace, and damp the joy of 
their souls. Their only happiness centers in Jesus—in life and love 
communicated from him; therefore they study to avoid such things 
as are contrary to his mind and will: and as they too often find a 
cleaving to dust, to the sensibie, earthly, vain enjoyments of this 
world, this alarms them—-it is a burden and grief to them: they 
pour out their complaints to their beloved Jesus, with, ‘ Master, let 
itnot be thus; quicken my drooping spirit, enliven my declining 
heart, cheer my languishing soul, according to the word of thy grace, 
the truth of thy promises.’ Here is the blessed confidence of faith. 
His word is our plea ; by that we have assurance of being heard and. 
answered. The précepts of his word teach us his will; and we can- 
not fee] a want but God’s word promises to supply ; tierefore that 
is the warrant of faith, a light to direct our feet ; and so also it is 
our best directory for prayer. So Christ prays for all his, « Sanctify 
them through thy truth ; ‘thy word is truth,” Johp xvii. 17. 


% 


* My soul at times cleaves to the dust ; © keep them ever fix’d ni thee, 
€ na] sue Fe ey be aieey Sy 
Lord, give me life divine ; My Lord, myliie, my love: _ 
* From vain desires and everylust ‘Low vanitiesrmy [despises 4.) 
<*pimn off thesaeyes ole Bieta 5 sieht 


n ine And seek those thingsaboye. § M. 
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| Wherefore Jesus also.that he might sanctify the peoplewith 
his own blood, suffered without the gate.——Heb. xin. 12. 


Stw viewed in the glass of God’s holy law, fills the soul with 
-terror, works wrath in the conscience, and leaves the sinner under 
the curse without hope: but while the infinitely precious sacrifice of 
Jesus is beheld, sin appears exceeding sinful; the sinner is truly 
humbled, sin is loathed, Christ is cleaved to, and hope springs up 
in the sin-distressed conscience. ; 4 
In the tabernacle of old, as there were no windows in it, a lamp 
was to burn always, that the house of God might not at any time be 
in darkness: this the Lord ordained unto the children of Israe , 
Exod. xxvii. 21. As the darkness is past, and the true light now 
shineth, we see Jesus, who is the altar, the sacrifice, and the priest, 
by and through whom we are sanctified. his truth is to be kept 
daily burning bright in the lamp of faith, in the temple of the heart. 
The man Jesus, upon whom all the sins of the elect were laid, was 
made a curse for them; he cheerfully devoted himself, his holy body, 
his precious blood, his innocent soul, as a sin-offering for them in 
the great day of atonement. “ By his own offering’ he hath for ever 
perfected all them that are sanctified ;” that is, separated by the 
choice of the Father as the objects of hislove. They are all conse- 
crated to God by the blood of Jesus. ais 
As the bodies of the beasts, under the law, were burnt without the. 
camp, and their blood brought into the holy of holies, and: sprinkled. 
on the mercy-seat, so our dear and ever precious Jesus‘suffered all 
the inexpressible agonies of soul and body, from the fire of God’s — 
wrath, due to our sin; bore all the scandal, curse, and reproach of 
it “ without the gate of the city,’ as an alien and outcast of the 
people. His own most precious blood having once purged, expiated, 
and taken away the guilt of sin, and made perfect reconciliation for 
his people, it ever speaks in their behalf, and pleads their cause 
before the throne; averts all wrath from them, and obtains ‘all 
blessing for them: thus we are purged from the guilt of sin ; thus 
we are consecrated unto God. In the faith of this, “we have bold- 
ness to enter into the holiest, even by the blood of Jesus.” Thus 
purged, thus consecrated, every believer is a priest unto God ; he 
is encouraged to draw nigh to God with confidence of access; and 
it is his high and peculiar honor “ to offer spiritual sacrifices accep- 
table to God by Jesus Christ,” 1 Pet. ii. 5. ; 


- 


“We see the blood of Jesus shed, . By this we’re sanctified to Gad, 4 
_ ¢ Whenee all our comforts rise ; A Pea for his praise : a [word, 
“"The sinner views th’ atonement made, Faith takes the blessing from dene 


© And loves the sacrifice” » And glories in his graee. oy 
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The liberal deviseth liberal things ; and by liberal things he 
shall stand (or be established ).—Isa. xxx. 8. 


We all naturally act from selfish principles, and with a peed 
views, because we are under the legal covenant, “ Do this and live. 
Hence saith one, ¢ If doing righteousness and performing good works 
will not justify and save me, as good sit still and do nothing, no mat- 
ter how wicked I am.’ Saith another, ‘ To be sure, we are justified 
by faith only, but then I must fulfil the terms and pepditions of the 
gospel, for my holiness and obedience secures my salvation. oi es 
poor creatures reason carnally ; their principles are only selfish, pheig 
yiews are mercenary. God is not served at ail, but pride and self are 
at the bottom of all they do; to establish a righteousness of their 
own is their chief aim. The glory of God is not sought; his grace 
is overlooked ; J esus is depreciated in his work and office, as though 
all his toils and sufferings, holy life and bitter death, had only pro- 
cured salvation upon a better bargain and easier terms for us. Such 
principles are servile, base, and dishonorable to a God of grace and 
love. Wain the talk of such about working for God; they do no- 
thing for God, but want to earn something from God for themselves : 
take away the idol self from them, and then ail working is at end 
with them. 

But the liberal soul acts from. gracious principles, and deviseth 
liberal things. He sees salvation is all of free grace and free gift by 
Jesus. He is our all: he hath done all, suffered all, obeyed in ail 
things, prevails for all things, and makes all effectual to the soul’s 
perfect, complete, and final salvation. ‘ ‘lhe Saviour is in mine eye 5 
he isin mine heart; he is my Alpha and Omega, my first hope and 
last stay. My views are to his glory. O when I deserved nothing 
but hell, love, electing, everlasting love looked on me with pity, 
and was manifested to me through Jesus by the word and Spirit : 
therefore it is I long, I love, I delight daily.to glorify the ever- 
gracious and ever-loving triune God. I cheerfully devote my all to 
him who hath done all for me, who hath loved me and, given himself 
forme. My life of faith, of hope, of love, of holiness, centers in 
Jesus, and is from him. If I have but a cup of cold water to give, I 
give it in my dear Lord’s name, in love and gratitude to him.’ Such 
are the generous sentiments of the liberal soul; and, saith wisdom, 
“ By liberal things he shall stand.” Stand fast in the liberty where- 
with Christ has made him free. He shall be established on the firm 
foundation of eternal truth, against the power and subtlety of satan, 
and all the human systems and precarious schemes of man’s devising. 
“ The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his ; and let every one that nameth the name 
of Christ, depart from iniquity,” 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
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God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them.—2 Cor. v. 19. 


Tue only living and true God, the great and essentially glorious 
Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit is manifested to sinners, as dwelling 
in the man Christ Jesus. This is the peculiar and precious truth of 
the gospel. A glorious mystery known only to believing souls. All 
other pretended knowledge of God is but vain specuiation, and 
pompous ignorance, which dwell in men of corrupt minds, destitute 
_ Of the truth. But the new-born soul draws all his comfort, peace, 
joy, and holiness from this inexhaustible fountain of truth and con- 
solation. From hence ariseth his love to God and delight in him. 
He beholds God, in Christ, loving and embracing poor sinners of 
the human race. God is well pleased with them, and delighteth 
over them to do them good. Thus saith Luther: ‘Mark this well 
in the matter of justification: when any of us shall have to wrestle 
with the law, sin, death, and all other evils, we must look upon no 
ether God, but only this God incarnate, and clothed with man’s 
nature,’ Ephes. ii. 18, Col. i. 15-—20. 

Thus God and man unite in the one man Christ Jesus ; in this faith 
only is the mind of a christian easy and happy ; for the cause of all 
distress and sorrow is taken away. Amazing grace ! wonderful love ! 
Canst thou read it? canst thou believe it without transport of j joy ? 
God is perfectly reconciled ; he doth not impute trespasses. Unto 
whom? Verily, the World, the elect world of Gentiles as well as 
Jews; all sinners of the fallen race whom the Father hath given to 
his Son Christ Jesus. God is reconciled to them. In faith and love 
they shall be reconciled to him: to his covenant transactions, electing, 
love, justifying grace, scheme of salvation, and hope of eternal life. 
by Jesus only. As the Father gave their persons, so he imputed 
their sins to J esus, he bore them away, God chargeth not trespasses 
to them, they are free from sin, as viewed by God in Christ. To 
‘this truth the Spirit bears witness, through the faith of Jesus. So, 
believer, thou art to reckon of thyself. Though black as hell, 
polluted with guilt, defiled with sin, yet in Christ “ thou art all fair, 
without spot ;” fully reconeiled to God, and standest without tres- 
passes before him. What a free access hast thou,ever open to God! 
what cause for triumph in him, and love to him! what assured hope 
of eternal enjoyment of him! O my soul, what reward shall I render 


to the Lord for all his mercies } = 
‘Till God in human flesh I see, His name forbids my slavish fear, 
My thoughts no comfort find: His grace removes my sins, 
The holy, just, and sacred Thee While many on their works rely, 
Are terrors to my mind. Others of wisdom boast, 
But if Immanuel’s face appear, Tlove th’ incarnate my stery, 
‘My hope, my joy begins; — And there I fix my trust. 


Vou. I. T 
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So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and 
his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy 
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shalt 
lizt up @ standard against him (or chace him away). 
oS Teariix. 19: | 


Wuen a poor sinner knows what human nature is, and sees his 
brethren and companions after the flesh, “ living without Christ and 
without God in the world ;” making a mock at sin, and ridiculing the 
truths and ways of Jesus ; and finds his own heart touched with a 
holy, loving fear of the Lord, then he is ready to cry out, Whence 
is this? He can only say, ¢‘ Grace reigneth ; the sun of righteousness 
hath risen upon me. So Lord, it seemeth good in thy sight—I have 
not deserved this—thou hast spoken in truth, and fulfilled in faith- 
fulness. So thy word runs, so thy gospel is glorified, free as the 
sun, powerful as the wind,’ Jehovah’s shails are his people’s 
triumphs. Here are two most absolute declarations for faith to fix 
upon and plead, in any hour of satan’s attack. 

For as sure as the fear of the Lerd shall be in our hearts, so also 
shall the enemy oppose US ; for if he dare plead with the Saviour, 
« Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive be 
delivered?” Isa. xlix. 24. Verily he will ‘follow after his once 
seized prey, and strive to regain his ransomed captive ; yea he will 
challenge the poor sinner as being his property. One would be 
ready to ask, Is it not strange that the loving, almighty Saviour 
suffers the enemy, like a surly dog, to snap and snarl at his dear 

_ children, and be ready to tear their victuals out of their hands, and 
his peace and love out of their hearts? No: it cannot be otherwise in — 
our present state; for we are clothed with an earthly, sensual, 
devilish nature, to which Satan has easy access. 

Humble souls have little reason to complain that they have not 
known so great a degree of wrath, nor have been terrified with such 
dreadful apprehensions of hell and damnation as some others. O 
rather love and praise Jesus, if thy soul is brought to cleave to him 
in faith, and choose him as thy Saviour and thy all, than wish to 
have the enemy let loose upon thy soul. But if this is the case, he shall. 
not go beyond the length of his chain ; his power is thy Father’s per- 
¢nission ; he may terrify with wrath, but it shall issue inlove. Yea, 
though he should, like a powerful deluge, come in ahd distress with 
blasphemous injections, horrible thoughts, perplexing fears, and pro- 

a hell and destruction to be thy doom, even then thou art safe. 

. The Saviour’s power is thy shield. “ The Spirit of the Lord shall lift 
‘ap a standard,”—The Lamb on the cross, In the steadfast faith of 
this, “resist the Devil, and he will flee from you,” James iv. Tee 


. 


» 
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Sf thy presence go not with me, nateD us not up hence.— 


Exod. xxxiii. 15. 


Happy for us if this was our address to the Lord under every 
enterprise; how many distresses and difficulties should we ay oid ! 
how much more peaceful and comfortable should we ‘be in our jour- 
ney through life! It is a blessed thing to have an especial eye to 
God’s presence, as well as to his providence. The Lord may permit 
his children to succeed in their schemes and undertakings in-the 


course of his providence, when he doth not accompany their souls 


with his favor and presence. Yea, believer, canst thou not see in 
many of thy ways wherein thou hast been permitted to go, that they 
have proved the very means of losing the sweet sense of thy Lord’s 
presence ? Whatever outward profit or pleasure thou hast gained, 
verily thou must confess to have sustained an inward loss. How 


doth it behove every disciple of Jesus to “consider his ways!” It is 


thy wisdom daily to reflect, what is the tendency of my present 
pursuit? what is my chief aim? what can I expect from the end of 
it? am I going to gratify the flesh in pleasing diversions and carnal 
delights? Stop one moment. Consider. Canst thou expect the 
presence of thy God? canst thou lift up thy believing heart in prayer 
to Jesus to accompany thee ? Certainly if it is not right to ask nor 
expect his spiritual presence to go with thy soul, surely there it is 
unlawful for thee to go. Ifthou canst not pray in faith, canst thoi 
go in faith? O remember the love of thy Saviour, who died to re- 


deem thee from this present evil world. Call to mind those joysand |. 


pleasures which are experienced from a sweet sense of his love and 
presence. Think how cutting to thy heart, how grieving to thy 


spirit, if under any vain indulgence Jesus should put this question, 


Disciple, lovest thou me more than these vanities? Better for Peter 
to have been in his Lord’s presence with a cold body, than to have 
been warming himself with the high priest’s officers and servants ; 
for there he was blown down by the breath of a damsel. 


It is related of a christian, of whom satan had taken possession 


and greatly terrified and distressed her soul, that on his being asked, 
how he dared to enter into achild of God? He replied, ‘I found her 
on my own ground, at the play-house ; therefore I challenge her as 
my servant.” Whether the story be true or not, the moral is good. 
he Smee ti have no business on the devil’s gronnd. 


Not earth, nor > alll the sky Thow art the sea of love 
Can one delight afford, Where all my pleasures rolf, - i: 
No, not adrop of realjoy | The circle wh. re my passions move 


- Without thy presence Lord. oh And ¢ centre iby my soul 


152 MAY 19. 


- Behold, the Lord God will come with a strong hand, and 
his arm shall rule for him: Behold, his reward is with 
him, and his work before him.——\sa. xl. 10. 


Wuart was foretold in prophesy, is fulfilled in the faith and 
experience of saints. Here are two notes of attention. “ Behold;” it 
highly concerns thee. Take special notice. "When the Lord God, 
our Immanuel Jesus, came to his temple, he found the beautiful 
building ia gad disorder ; his spiritual worship lost; and “his house 
of prayer turned into a den of thieves. ” Behold, with a strong hand 
and stretched-out arm, with no weapon, but an insignificant scourge 
of small cords, he drove the multitude from the temple. Amazing 
miracle! The meek Lamb is also “ the lion of the tribe of Judah.” 
So he came not only with a strong hand, but against the strong, as 
some render it. So, behold, he comes to take possession of the 
temple of his people’s hearts. This temple he finds in woeful plight. 
All the powers of earth and hell are engaged against him. “ The 
strong man armed keeps possession.” But precious, powerful Jesus, 
casts out satan, enters by his love, and rules by his Spirit, where 
satan reigned. Buthe comes not by power only, but by grace also ; 

‘behold, he brings his reward with him. The distressed soul he 
pardons. He clothes the naked soul with the robe of his righteous- 
‘ness—he feeds the hungry soul with good things—he giveth his 
flesh to eat, and his blood to drink. Then how do their souls pant 
after Jesus! how do they hunger and thirst after righteousness, and 
cry, and pray, “ Lord, increase our faith, that we may eat as thy 
friends, and drink larger draughts, as thy beloved, and be more 
abundantly satisfied with thy love !”’ ae j 
Thus our Lord Christ rewards his people with the fruits of his 
own toils, and the blessings of his own finished work and salvation ; 
even with righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. But, 
© Jesu, cries the poor sinner, “ What a vile, sinful, carnal, earthly- 
minded wretch am I still by nature !? Fear not saith Jesus, theu art 
called to look unto me. Behold, “my work is before me.” Have 
I vanquished the powers of death and hell for thee, and can I not con- 
quer sin in thee, and subdue thy flesh under thee? Was his blood 
the price of thy soul, and the atonement of thy sing?! Then must 
thou wait in faith for the total destruction of the last enemy sin and 
death, at his second coming ;_ when in the triumph of thy soul thou 
shalt proclaim the perfect victory of Jesus, and say, “ Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain,” &c. Rey. v. 12. rk 63 


J esus, my Lord, is come; ’ How precious is thy work ! 


My heart now feels his power : How glorious thy reward ! 
He rules by his almighty arm, - Faith reaps thy spoils, my conqu’ring love, 


Bless’d be the joyful hour. And glories in thy werd, M. 


- 


\ 


MAY 20. | 153 
My son, give me thine heart.—Proy. xxiii. 26. 


Many are the competitors for the heart of man. Though our 

dear father and best friend, lovingly calls for the free-will offering 

of this precious jewel, yet we are foolishly inclined to give itto our 

worst enemies. This pleasing world, with all its gay scenes of hap- 

piness and joy, attracts our affections, enchants our minds, and be- 

witches our senses; so that we love it dear ly, devote our hearts to it 
cheerfully, and dread the very thoughts of leaving it greatly. 

- Thou shalt have no other gods but me,” saith Jehovah. We 
own the duty, and decry the wickedness of worshipping an idol ; 
though all the while we are serving the god of this world: he blinds 
our eyes, and we see it not. The grace of God, though sovereign in 
its operations, yet acts not by force and compulsion as upon mere_ 
machines, destroying the will, and dragging men to heaven by the hair 
of the head, as some in contempt please to assert. No; the service 
of our Lord is perfect freedom. Helovesacheerful giver. Glory to 
his grace, “he opens the eyes of our understanding, to know what is 
thehope of his calling,and what are the riches of his glory,” Eph.i. 18. 
Then we see Jesus is our portion, and treasure, then we willingly 
and cheerfully devote our hearts to. him. Is the miser’s gold his 
god? does it captivate his heart and affections ? ? why so? Because he 
sees that in it which suits his disposition, and excites his pleasure. 
So it is of every other idol suited to nature sndsense. “ Where the 
treasure is, there will the heart be also.” Spiritual affections can 
only be happy for spiritual objects. The heart can only be happy 
in God, cheeerfully given up to him in faith andleve. This is the 
very essence of vital godliness. 

Our Father invites us to spiritual joys. ‘I know, my children, 
in our present state, clothed with flesh, you have many lovers 
which would rival me ‘in your affections, but cheerfully devote your 
heart tome. Let your eyes be upon my ways. Consider my love to 
you. I gave my | beloved son to die for you, My spirit hath called 
you to enjoy my love. Itis my good pleasure to give youa kingdom: $ 
therefore, in love my glory, and for your comfort, I demand your 
heart as a free-will offering.” O where is the faithful, greatful soul, 
but in ecstacy of love will cry out, Give, Lord, the power to do what 
thou commandest, and command what thou wilt ? 


My heart dost thou demand, my Lord, When satan tempts and sins allure! 
‘A willing sacrifice to thee? From thee, todraw away: my heart: 
O take and keepin evry hour Strong i in thy grace, make me endure, 
From every bold usurper free. And never from thyself depart. M, 


154 MAY 21. 


But he giveth more grace.—James 16) Gsig 


Ir is a sure mark that the true grace of God, by Jesus Christ, 
is conceived in the heart, when the cry of the soul is for more grace. 
Thus there is an harmony between the Father’s promises and the 
children’s wants. God giveth more grace : I daily need more, saith 
the sensible soyl. “ He that drinketh of the water of life, saith Jesus, 
shall never thirst again :” _ he shall never thirst after any other foun- 
ain; he shall seek to no other spring but me. _ There is no grace, 
favor or good will from God to sinners, but what is by Jesus, through 
him, in him, and communicated from him. Here is the believer’s 
mercy ; he has not a stock of grace stored up in his own heart to 
live upon, which may be expended, and he is at last lost for want, of 
more. No. But all the kindness and love of God towards him is 
treasured up in Jesus, Here is the humility of believers; they 
come; like Joseph’s brethren, to Jesus, who is their elder brother, for 
every supply; out of his fulness they receive grace upon grace. Jesus 
isan exhaustable store-house, therefore his members cannot want. 
God the Father gave them grace at first in Christ Jesus; he called 
them by his sovereign grace; he justified them fully by grace; 
he saves them daily by grace ; he sanctifies them freely by grace; he 
comforts them continually by his grace; and he will ‘glorify them 
according to the exceeding riches of his grace. Thus all is of grace, 
freely given to, and richly bestowed upon poor, vile, undeserving 
sinners. ey 

I know there are these reasonings in every humble sinner’s heart, 
¢ What suitable returns do I make ? or what reward shall I give unto 
the Lord for all his blessings of grace ? QO what a poor unloving, un- 
svateful wretch 4m I! how do I requite the Lord my Ged? Such 
is the genuine language of gracious hearts. The abounding of 
‘grace make sinners humble, self hateful, and sin abomimable ; “ Not 
rather as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we 
say, Let us do evil that good may come, whose damnation is just,”? 
Rom, iii. 8. If God giveth “more grace,” then not one of his 
children that ever hada single spark of the grace of Jesus, shall 
ever go to hell for want of grace. It is equally as impossible, that 
a gracious soul should fall from God’s love and grace, turn hater af 
him; and so be a prey to the devil, as it was for Lazarus to quit 
_ Abraham's bosom, for the flames of hell. The holy fire of grace 

- being once kindled in the soul never ¢ goes out. The fire of the altar 
was an emblem of this. It is as true in. this respect of gracious 
souls, as it is of the wicked in another, « their fire never goes out.” 
Why tiot? because “grace reigns thro ugh righteousness unto eter- 
nal life,’ Rom. v: 21. 


MAY 22, 1s 5 


Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror 
hath overwhelmed me.—Psalm lv. 5.- 


Sucu was the mournful complaint of David; yea of Jesus toe, 
the root and offspring of David. Lo, an horror of great darkness 
fell upon Abraham the father of the faithful,” Gen. xv. 12. So the 
Lord suffers his dearest children to be distressed ; yet it is their priv- 
ilege, and they are again and again exhorted to “ rejoice in the Lord 
alway,” Phil. iv.4.. Under such frames, let not disciples entertain 
hard thoughts of the God of leve; but ever remember they are 
heightened by our adversary. Least of all should humble followers 
of the Lamb judge themselves not to be true converts, because they 
have not experienced such dreadful terrors of hell and damnation in 
their conscience, as some talk of. 

It is an unscriptural notion ; the word of God lays down no such 
rule, that the soul must be under suchdeepconvictions of horror,must 
be as it were shook over the very mouth of hell, as a mark of true con- 
version to Jesus. Innumerable are the instances of persons erying 
out under dreadful terrors of wrath and damnation, as though hell 
itself was let leose upon them for a season; but yet after all, being 
still unclean and filthy, “like the dog to his vomit, and the sow to 
her wallowing in the mire,” they have turned back to their oldcourses. 

Thanks to the loving Spirit, he doth convince of sin, not as a tor- 
mentor, merely to terrify with wrath and hell, but as a comforter, 
to testify of Jesus and salvation. He opens the eyes of our under- 
standing, to see our lost state and wretched condition, and he gives 
us to see “ the hope of our calling,” &c. Eph. i. 18. “ And the fruits 
wof the Spirit are love, peace, joy,” &c. Gal. v. 22. He works effec- 
tually. He teaches us by the law to despair in nature and self, and 
revives and comforts with hope and assurance of full and perfect sal-- 
vation in Jesus. But while the spirit of truth sows the good seed of 
the kingdom in the heart, satan sows tares to spring up and choke if, 
He works upon our unbelief, practises his devilish art upon our car- 
nal reason, and suggests, that God is an implacable enemy ; the meek 
Lamb is a devouring lion ; the gospel isa cunningly devised fable, or 
requires such hard terms, which we can never fulfil; therefore mis- 
ery, wrath, and hell must be our doom. He is ever an implacable 
adversary to salvation by Jesus, through sovereign love and distin- 
- guishing grace. Such terrors are to be prayed against rather than 

‘coveted. David knew whence they came; says he, “ Because of the _ 
yoice of the enemy and the oppression of the wicked one,” verse 3. 
Praised be our dear Lord for that precious promise, “ When the en- 
emy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a 
standard against him,” and put him to flight, Isa. lix. 19. 


156 MAY 25. 

The Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give 
grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from, 
them that walk uprightly—Psalm lxxxiv. 11. 


Vuear minds have but very contracted ideas of the magnitude 
of that glorious luminary, the sun. The most knowing of the children 
of men, form but very inadequate notions of the nature and properties 
of that grand source of light and heat. We daily see his power and 
feel his influence. This he incessantly sheds upon the whole creation 
frecly. How vain and arrogant would he be deemed, who should 
pretend he could procure the chearing light and comforting warmth 
of the sun! Dwells there, in the breast of man, athought, that he 
can procure the light of grace ; or by his doings entitle himself to the 
comforts of salvation from Jehovah? Yes: so vain, so arrogant is 
that vile worm, that weak creature, proud, fallen man. By siny 
how stript of all but shame! by pride, he “ opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God,” 2 Thess. ii. 4. But grace, 
like the streaming light of the sun, freely and powerfully sheds its 
benign, humbling, comforting influence upon the ungodly and un- 
worthy. So the Lord enlightens and renews the soul of man ; makes 
it fruitful to his glory ; and with his almighty arm shields and defends 
the new-born, heavenly replenished soul, from the violent attacks of 
every foe. Grace as wellas glory are God’s free gifts. 

Children of God, members of Jesus, how safe! salvation, how 
secure ! For it is all of rich grace, free favor, unmerited love, uncon- 
ditional election ; not earned by any doings of ours, but freely given 
by promise. Glory, not procured by conditions, but freely bestowed 
through Jesus. See thy portien, believer—read it with joy—dwell or 
it with triumph. Here is a redundancy of promises ; what the Lord is 
—what the Lord will give, will give it freely, “ without money and 
without price,” all things, every thing for his own glory, and his chil- 
drents good. Love overflows all bounds; gives the fullest vent to its 

gracious disposition. No good thing will the Lord withhold. From 
whom ¢ See the character of those, upon whom the sun of grace hath 
shined. Ts it thine? They are not in.angelic purity, or sinless perfec- 
tion ; but upright, sincere in heart with Jesus, chaste virgins, married 


to him in faith and love, they see that he is all in all to them “ their 


wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.” They choose 
him for their only king to reign in them and rule over them in love - 

ial . . . ‘ . a “ 
delight in his work and way, grieve for, strive and pray against all that 
is contrary to him. Of their sins they are ashamed—in their own 
righteousness they have Ho confidence. In Jesus their bridegroom 


they glory. qt is try aly 4 of them, “The upright love thee,” 
‘ r a 





Cant. i. 4. eee 


MAY 24, ois Ma PAF 
Lhe Father himself loveth you.—Jolin xvi. 27. 


Tue history of the life of sorrows, and death of shame, curse 
and agony, which Jesus sustained for sinners, was it believed perfectly 
in the heart, would fill the mind with the str ongest affection, and 
inflame the soul with the most fervent love. But alas! all have 
reason to complain for want of greater love to Christ, and stronger 
faith in him. O unbelief, what an enemy to love! Our love keeps 
pace with our faith. As the one grows stronger, the other increaseth. 
But if faith grows weak, love declines. Yetno one poor sinner that 
believes the record of Jesus’ Jove and salvation, as his only hope and 
confidence, but love, in some degree, is drawn out to Jesus; for “faith 
worketh by love.” The soul in its first love, and for a season perhaps, 
sees and knows only the love of Christ, and thinks little about the 
“love of the Father.” It may be, he considers, that what the Saviour 
did and suffered for sinners, was to procure the love of the Father to 
them, ard to appease the fury of his wrath against.them, But this is 
not right. Let no disciple think so. For, saith the Saviour, “The | 
Father himself loveth you.” Yea he teacheth us the love of the 
Father, as the only source and spring of -his coming in the flesh to 
save us—for “ God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, to the end, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,. 
but have everlasting life,” John iii. 16. 

Hence it is plain, God the Father loves sinners—loves them inex- 
pressibly—with the greatest affection. For he gave, who? an angel ? 
an archangel? myriads of the heavenly host? No? but one infinitely 
more dear to him, his Son, his only begotten, his dearly beloved Son, 
who lay in his bosom from all eternity, that we might “ believe on 
him, and live in him.” So, the effect proves the cause. It is plain the 
love of the Father to his people, is prior to the Son’s coming into the 
world to save them, or to their belief on Jesus. For, says our Lord, 
“No man can come unto me, except the Father draw him,” obey 
vi. 44. And because the Father “hath loved us with an ever lasting 
love, therefore with loving kindness he draws to Jesus.” « Behold, 
(O ye followers of the Lamb) what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us,” 1 John iii. 1. Trace his love to the fountain- 
head. The holy spirit of truth teacheth, that “ God the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ hath chosen us in him before the foundation of | 
the world, and hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ - 
Jesus, and hath predestinated us to the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself.” To what end is this? even “to the praise of the 
glory of -his grace,- wherein he hath made us accepted in the be- 
loved,” Eph. i. 6, &c. 

Vou. I. fea 


* ‘ 


158 MAY 25.— 


LT knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, such an 
one caught up to the third heaven.—-2 Cor. xi. 2. 


Visions, manifestations, raptures and ecstacies of soul, though 
even from God himself, (which there is every good reason to suspect, 
unless they sink the soul in humility, and excite such love to Jesus 
as is founded in knowledge and productive of obedience), are not to 
be glorified of. St. Paul says, it is not expedient for me to glory. I 
know the danger, I fear the evil of it; from the pride and treachery 
of my nature. It tends to exalt one above measure ; and to make 
others think more highly of one than they ought to think. Therefore, 
on these accounts glorying of these things is to be avoided. Indeed 
the cause of truth may require it, and the glory of God may be pro- 
moted by it. Though on these accounts it may be expedient to glory; 
yet it is not expedient for the christian’s own sake to do it. So Paul 
declared. Yethe did glory ; for necessity compelled him. 

Behold, admire, and imitate the humility of this great apostle, “T 
knew aman in Christ,” &c. When he speaks of himself, it is as a 
poor sinner, under the most humbling, self-abased views. Then itis 
I myself—Rom. vii. But here, lest ostentation should appear, he 
conceals himself under the character of another man. What a con- 
trast is here between self-exalting principles and the grace of the 
gospel! How widely different is this from the notions many professors 
entertain! For if they can but give a tolerable account of some 
vision, revelation or manifestation, which they suppose was from 
Giod, they conclude they know their sins are forgiven, and all is well. 
Perhaps this might pass on them fourteen years ago, more or less. 
But what is their frame and temper now? what their pursuit and 
practice ? Ifno evidence of faith, hope, love and obedience, but if 
while sunk into carnality and the love of the world, yet strong in 
confidence that their sins are forgiven, and bold in hope of the safety 

© of their state; surely such are blinded to the hope of the gospel, 
through the spirit of this world. Satan’ transforms him, from a — 
minister of darkness, into an angel of light. Luther was wont to 

© caution against the white devil, as well as the black one. St. John’s 
advice is ever-needful, “ Beloved, believe not every ‘spivit, but try 

- the spirits, whether they are of God ; because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world,” 1 John iv. 1. si 


Faith in heart true comfort brings, Then while by faith I Jesus know, 

It makes and keeps it humble too. And peace and love and joy do spring = 
Christian experience ne’er- exalts, _Of Christ alone, Pl! glory now, , 

But gives to Christ his glory due. Not self, but Christ, Pil speak and sing. M. 


MAY? 26. 159 


He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 
in me, and I in him.—-John vi. 56. 


Tuts isa great mystery, but it isa comforting truth in the-. 
experience of Christ’s members. Our Saviour saith, « It is my meat 
to do the will of him that sent me.” So it is the believer’s privilege to . 
feed by faith on him that is sent, even the flesh and blood of Jesus: 
the man “like unto ourselves in all things.” But his flesh is pure 
and holy, his blood immaculate and untainted, without sin :” there- 
fore healthful for the soul to feed upon, and to be nourished up to 
eternal life. For consider, soul, “Christ suffered in the flesh” all 
the fiery wrath and dreadful curses of God’s pure and holy law, 
which we deserved, because transgressors. Christ, in his flesh, per- 
fectly fulfilled all the demands of God’s rightcous law) and so wrought 
out a righteousness for us, who have no righteousness of our own. 
“ In the body of his flesh he hath reconciled us who were aliens and 
enemies to God; and in the body of his flesh, through death, he 
presents.us unto God, holy, unblameable, and unreproveable in his 
sight,” Col. i. 21, 22. Surely then the flesh of Jesus “is meat in- 
deed.” The richest repast, the most, delicious banquet for poor 
sinners. 5 

Christ’s “blood is drink indeed.”? Most precious in its nature ; 
most reviving to the thirsty soul. O believer ! the blood of this God- 
Man was shed for thy sins ; it hath fully atoned divine justice for 
them; and “you, who were sometime afar off, are now made nigh 
to God by the blood of Jesus,” Eph. ii. 13. “ By his blood peace 
is made with God,” Col. i. 20. “ And the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin,” 1 Johni. 7. Thus is Christ’s flesh and 
blood the life of the soul. Hear the triumphant song of the saints 
in glory. “ Jesus hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood,” Rey. i. 5. Their confession of victory over satan the 
accuser of their souls is « by the blood of the Lamb.” What is now 
their glory and triumph above, was once the food of their souls while - 
poor sinners here below. For in every age, believers did all “eat 
of the same spiritual meat, and drink of the same. spiritual drink, 
the flesh and blood of Christ,” 1 Cor. x. 3, 4. : ; 

This food strengthens man’s heart. This drink makes him of a 
cheerful countenance. “He dwelleth in me,’’ saith Christ, by a 
secret mystical union. So saith the Psalmist, “ Lord, thou hast been 
our dwelling-place in all ages ;” “and I in him,” by sweet mani- 
_ festation, knowledge and comfort, by faith. Inestimable blessing ! 
glorious privilege, thus to receive, thus to feed upon Christ in the 

heart by faith! For, saith Christ, “He that eateth me, shall live by 
me; he hath eternal life.” Such are Christ’s sweet words and hearty- 
welcome to his church; eat, O friends! drink, O beloved ! “ Eat thy 
~ bread with joy, and drink thy wine witha merry heart,” Eccl. ix. 7. 


160 .. MAY, 27. 


These things have I written unto you, that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life, and that ye may believe.on the name 
‘of the Son of God.—\ John v. 13. 


Lirrie Benjamin was as dear to his father Jacob as his elder 
brethren. The child Samuel was as truly a priest to the Lord as old 
Lili. So the feeblest lamb in the flock of Jesus, though ever so weak 
in faith and knowledge, yet is equally dear to the Father as the 
strongest believer—loved with the same everlasting love—alike 
interested in the salvation of Jesus—and as certainly an heir oi 
eternal life. Many weak children are ready to own this; but they 
doubt in their minds, and suspect in their hearts, not happily know- 
ing, nor being comfortably assured of their own interest in the  sal- 
vation of Jesus. ‘There were such in the apostle’s days; therefore the 
comforter inspires the beloved John to write to them. He condescends 
to their weakness of knowledge and comfort, because‘of the smalt 
degree of their faith ; but yet he speaks with the strongest assurance 
and the boldest confidence of the truth of salvation by Jesus. That 
is most certain. Eternal life is by Jesus only ; and is sure to every 
member of his. Do you believe on the name of the Sen of God, as the 
only Saviour of lost sinners ? This truth lies as the foundation of the 
hope of the gospel ; when this is believed in the heart, that soul has 
the earnest of eternal life. By centinuing to believe, it gains know- 
ledge and assurance, as the comforts of faith. When the Spirit has 
bestowed: the precious gift of faith, it matters not, as to the safety 
of the soul, how weak ssever it may be in the experience of comfort 
and joy; nor how much it may fee] the workings of carnal nature, 
reason, and unbelief against faith. Its sensible groanings and sorrow- 
ful complaints are evidences of the life of the soul, through the faith 
of Jesus. But is the poor soul always to abide in this weak, low, 
mourning state? No; thet cannot be. Jesus will make his members 
comfortable, as well as safe. The Spirit who begets faith in the heart 
by the word, strengthens it also by the same truth. Faith comes by 
hearing the word, and it is also increa sed thereby. Therefore is Jesus 
a and eternal life revealed. The apostles wrote of this, and ministers 
“preach of this, that weak faith may be strengthened, strong faith 
increased—that knowledge and assurance may be comfortably en- 
joyed—that believers may continue to, believe, and persevere in 
believing on the Son of God; whois “ the author and finisher of our 
faith,’? Heb, xii. 2. ‘ 


i 


Jesus, thon author of my faith, 7 Eternal life is sure to faith, 

Thou author of eternal life, » Omay Tknow’tissureto mE, 

Assure me that I do believe, i That I may Jove thee ‘more and more, 

O putan end to doubtful strife, Whilst faith and hope grow strong in ther. — 
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MAY 38. reir 161 
In the Lordhave Trighteousness and strength.-Isa.xlv.24. 


To trust in our own righteousness, and to. glory in our own 
strength, is natural to us all. But when a poor sinner “ Knows him- 
self, even as he is known of the Lord,” he thinks otherwise. When 
he becomes a follower of the Lamb, he learns the language of 
Canaan, and says, “I have no confidence in the flesh.” I subscribe 
with my whole heart to this confession of faith, “In the Lord have 
I righteousness and strength.” . That the Lord Jehovah is a God of 
righteousness, and that he’ is almighty in strength, who will dare 
deny? But by faith we speak the most comfortable knowledge of 
covenant grace : I, a poor sinner, who am without strength, destitute 
_ of righteousness in myself, have both strength and righteousness in 

Jehovah. What I am, a sinner by nature and practice, that Jesus 
became by imputation. What Jesus is in his nature, and by his life, 
perfectly righteous, that lam in him. In myself I have no might, 
no strength, but “in the Lord Jesus am I strong, strong in him, 
and in the power of his might.” Py 
This is the glorious grace, the joyful truth of the everlasting cove- 
nant. Such honor have all the saints of Jesus: his perfect righteous- 
ness their cloathing ; his almighty strength their protection. Who 
then shall condemn them? What power can prevail against them ? 
O believer! rejoice in thy privilege. This is thy triumph against 
every accusation, “In Jesus I have righteousness.” This is my vic-. 
tory over every enemy, “In Jesus I have strength.” Under the 
most discouraging views of my nature, as corrupt aod sintui—my 
-life and practice, as unrighteous—the condempings of the law, 
though just-—the accusation of satan, though grievous—yct in my 
glorious covenant head and representative, I am “ ntude the vigh- 
- teousness of God; in the beloved Son of God lam for ever ac- 
cepted.” » Under the most dejecting sense of our own weakness, te 
withstand corruptions, to get the mastery over sinful pessions, to 
_ prevail against our enemies ; though weak to perform any duty, 
insufficient to exercise any grace, unable to do the will of God, to 
walk in his waysyyand to please him; yet ever, under all circuni- 
stances, the Spirit testifies of Jesus, “ who is cur strength and vigh- 
teousness.”” All fulness is in Jesus; aud “out of his fyness we 
‘receive grace for grace?’ 
‘nothing ; yet, through Christ strengthening US; WE: thas do él ; 
things.” Here is the mystery of faith. Abide in mey’ saith the 


’ 


Lamb. | ; - 
Let faith and love always combine, 


Poor helpless worms in thee possess a : 
To cause this precious truth to shine, 


Grace, wisdom, pow’, and righteousness; | : 

_ *Phow art our mighty ALL, and we We sinners poor, and full of need, i 

p ines, in our gtorious HEAD. Af. 
‘ Glory, O ford, Lea IN THEE. : Haye all things, a giorio 


’ Though “without Christ we cana do 


he 
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By grace ye are saved,-—Eph. i. 5 


O rxHov man of God, “let not this truth forsake thee ; bind it 
about thy neck, write it upon the table of thine heart ; it shall be health 
to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones,” Proy. iii. 3, 8. In the faith 
of this, thou wilt live in love and gratitude to God, in cheerful obedi- 
ence to his sovereign will, and in confident hope and earnest ex- 
pectation of eternal glory. While thou wilt be daily dying to every 
carnal hope and legal confidence, by the atonement and righteous- 
ness of Jesus, his grace will be all thy plea, all thy hope, and all thy 
glorying. Hereby thou wilt be kept humble, and walk safely. That 
‘“‘ the foot of pride prevail not against thee,”’ is a happy part of this 
glorious salvation, so as to submit to receive it as entirely of grace, 
free favor, unconditional election, unmerited love, “ according to the 
good pleasure of the will of God the Father,’ Eph.1. 5. It is - 
sovereign grace, therefore sure and saving to all the spiritual seed 
of Jesus. Allin our nature are averse to it. Nothing in us could 
deserve aright to it, orprocure atitle init. It is freely proclaimed 
to the wretched and hell deserving, who have neither power nor 
inclination to perform any terms and conditions to obtain an interest 
init. But the Lord’s hand laid the foundation ; his power will raise 
the superstructure ; “He will bring forth the head-stone thereof 
with shoutings of grace, grace,” Zech. iv. 7. 

Salvation is by distinguishing grace. QOne shall be taken 
and another left ;” “ One of a city and two of a family,” Jer. iii. 14— 
whomsocever the Lord is pleased to separate to himself as vessels of 
honor. The effects of saving grace are, distinguishing ; it works 
effectually in them that believe: They are called with an holy 
calling”. —possess the faith of God's elect—experience repengange 
to salvation. They differ from their former selves in hope and 
conduct, and are distinguished also fr om the world, “ that’ lies in 
wickedness.” Under its sover eign’ influence such a change was 
wrought in Paul, that he, “ who persecuted Jesus and his members, 
preached the faith’ he once destroyed,” Gal. 1.23. So every subject 
of grace is changed in judgment and affection. He no longer thinks 


grace is to assist him to do something to gain acceptance with God ; 


but he knows “ God hath made us accepted in the beloved, to the 


Praise of the glory of his grace,” Eph. i. 6. Hence his affections 


are placed upon the Ged of all grace, as his center of all happiness 
and sourcehr all, felicity. He delights “to run the way of God’s 
commandments.” It is his joy that Jesus flies upon the wings of 
the wind to his relief. He loves to fly on the wings of faith and Jove 
tohim. He daily prays “ to be filled with the fruits of righteousness, 
which are by Jesus Christ, to the ery and praise of God,” Yul ALI, 


1 


$ 


Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me, a man of 
strife, anda man of contention to the whole earth! I 
have neither lent on usury, nor men have lent tome on 
usury, yet every one oftthem doth curse me.-—Jer.xv. 10. 


Ir is sweet consolation to new-born souls to know the state they 
are come to. Verily, saith Paul, “ unto mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the living God, and unto the heavenly Jerusalem,” Heb. 
xii. 22. Even to all the glorious privileges of J esus’ church and 
kingdom, of love, grace and peace. The utmost stretch of thought 
comes infinitely short of our highly favored state. See also the blessed 
company you are come to, “an innumerable company of angels, the 
general assembly and church of the first-born, whose names are writ- 
ten in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of sprinkling,” ver. 23, 24. And hath distinguishing 
grate thus honored us? Shall the church our mother bring us forth? 
And will not the world take knowledge of us,. that we have been with 
Jesus? That cannot be, for then we should be bastards, and not sons. 


For all are partakers. of the ma hatred, as soon as they appear to 


be the object of God’s love, and live as his adopted children, by faith. 


What a strict harmony is there between the prophets and saints of 


the Old Testament, and the apostles and disciples of Jesus under 
the New! What strong confirmation, that both are taught by the 
In this one truth they both perfectly agree, «“ We are 
therefore the world hateth us,” John xv. 19. But 
marvel not, saith our loving Jesus, it is not you, but me they hate. 
I am the principal object of hatred, you only for my sake. But 
‘poor souls are ready to cry out, “ Woe is me.” ‘What am I always 
to live thus in strife and contention 2 Js not my deportment and jear- 
riage towards the children of this world quiet and inoffensive ? No; 
unless you do as they do, live as they live, 


‘they will not think so, 

follow their vain customs, and partake of their carnal joys. “ Ihave 
ncither borrowed n lent.’ Verily; this plea of excuse is the cause 
of offence. For this they will curse us as over-righteous, precise 
fools. But stoop to borrow their ways, and lend yourself to their 
customs and practices, cast in yout lot with them, and all will be 
well ; peace and friendship will subsist. But no; we prefer spiritual 
fellowship with J esus above all: we dare not forsake him, nor incur 
‘our Father’s displeasure. We ‘know «the friendship of the world 


_ is enmity with God,” James iv. 4. 


same Spirit ! 
not of the world, 


My Jesus, teach me, day by day, 
To glory in thy cross. 

O may I live and prove this, truth, 
Adi gain but thee, isloss, 


+ ‘Hast thou thy Saviour’s mark, my soul? 
Hated of men for Jesu’s sake? 
Such honor is thy chiefest joy 


Christ’s glory, thou shouldst ne’er forsake. M. 


‘ 
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In hope of aan life, which God that cannot lie, pro- 
mised before the world began.-—Tit. i, 2. 


Cunis‘r’s sheep are the trophies of his victory, the triumphs of 
his cross, and the gloryofhis crown. Though naturaily captives and 
slaves to the god-of this world, the prince of the power of the air ; 
yet when rescued by sovereign grace, they hear the shepherd’s voice 
and follow him. But at present they are prisoners of hope. The-soul 
is imprisoned and immured in the noisome walls of the flesh, exposed 
to many taunts and jeers of the enemy, and liable to many fresh rallies 
and onsets from the prince of darkness. Often through their views 
being darkened, and from opposing lusts of the flesh they fear, and 
sre in doubt whether they shall ever arrive at the glorious mansions 
of liberty and love. The more they look to and consider themselves, 
the more discouragements arise. But if eternal truth and almighty 
power, founded in everlasting, unchangeable love, can secure them 
and bring them to glory,’ they are surely safe now—they shall be 
eternally happy in glory. 

Hath the God of truth promised eternal life before the world 
began? .who then could this promise be made to? Verily, to no other 
but Jesus the surety of the everlasting covenant : the head and re- — 
presentative to all his chosen members. O soul, before conversion 
te Jesus, thou wast a dead sinner without hope. _ Hast thou faith in 
Jesus ? then hast thou “the faith of God’s elect, and dost acknowledge 
the truth, which is after godliness.” Thou hast also eternal life : 
in hope now; and the possession is as sure to thee, asif thou wast 
in actual enjoyment of it. The eternal God of truth must become a 
liar, if thou fail of thy hope. , Was eternal life promised upon 

certain conditions? Jesus hath performed them all. He became 
Surety to this yery end.. God the Father is perfectly satisfied, and 
eternally glorified with his work. God the spirit bears witness to it. 
- Hereby hope is established in the heart. O then take heed not to 
invert the order of the gospel, lest. thy mind be perplexed, hope 
_ Clouded, and satan gain an advantage. Be thankful for the grace of . 
hope} but ever glory in the God of hope. Frames and feelings of- 
ten vary: they may delude and deceive. - Gifts may be lost: graces 
decline, Jesus our hope cannot. “He is the same ‘yesterday, to- 
day, and ere: Wherefore are eternal transactions revealed? but 
for God’s ¢ ovy and the confirmation of his people’s faith and hope. 
in God, and to excite love in him: Ever’ remember, by grace ye 
are saved, “according to the promise of life, which is in Christ 
Jesus,” 2 Vim. i. 1, Tater ict Sng 
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Whosoever believeth that Jesus 1s the Christ, is born of 
God.—1 John v. 1. : 


Ir is too common for many of God’s dear children to perplex 
and distress their minds, in seeking after marks and evidences of the 
new-birth ; while they too often expect to find them outwardly in the 
flesh, instead of locking inwardly to the spirit. .For the satisfaction 
and comfort of God’s children, the Holy Ghost hath laid down this 
inward evidence, faith, as an incontestable mark of anew-born soul. 

When Peter made that glorious confession, “ Thou art Christ the 
Son of the living God,” Jesus replies, “ Blessed art thou, Simon: ; 
flesh-and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father who is 
in heaven.” All the powers and abilities of human nature and reason 
(so far from teaching) are at enmity against this soul-saving truth. 
No man can teach it his-brother, so as to cause his heart to receive 
and believe it. It is a knowledge only revealed by the Spirit ; received 
and believed by heaven-born souls, that the man Jesus is the only 
Saviour—that he is the anointed of God, to the work of salvation of 
lost sinners. The very devils know and confess this, but without 
any hope of salvation hereby. But when any poor sinner is enabled 
to believe this in his heart, it is a blessed evidence of the love of the 
Father, and the power of the Holy Spirit. Then “He hath the ; 
witness in himself, that he is born of God.” He hath the mark and 

"evidence of a child of God within him. As the gift of Jesus is the 
fruit of God’s everlasting love, so faith in Jesus is the fruit of his 
having “died for our sins, and rose again for our justification,”’ 
ascended to the Father, and sent the Holy Ghost to testify of him: 
This belief, honors the God of truth: glorifies the God of grace, by 
receiving the testimony he hath given of his beloved son, Jesus. It 
is a holy faith ; it dwells in holy hearts, and produceth holy fruits. 
Happy the heart, that hath received this power and privilege to 
become ason of God. The love of the holy trinity is upon such a soul. 
It is his privilege, like the happy eunuch, “to go on his way rejoic- 
ing.” It is his happiness ever to be, “ looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith—relying on Jesus who is our righteous- 
ness, 1 Cor. i. 30; trusting in Jesus, who isour hope, 1 Tim.i. 13 
rejoicing in Jesus, who is our peace, Eph. ii. 14; glorying in Jesus, 
who is our atonement, Rom. vy. 1}; and thus looking for the mercy 
ef our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life,” Jude, verse 21. 


The sov’reign will of God alone’ New models all the carnal mind, 
Creates us heirs of grace; And forms the man afresh. — 

Born in the image ofhis Son, Our quickened souls by faith arise 
A new peculiar race. _. From the long sleep of death 5 

The Spirit like some heav’nly wind, On heav’nly things we fix our eyes, 
Blows onthe sons of flesh, And praise employs our breath. 


Vor. B } 4 ama 
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Then said his wife unto him, dost thou still retain thine 
integrity 2 Curse God and die.—Job ii. 9. 


j 


In seasons of distress and affliction how must it alleviate the 
mind, and soothe our sorrows, to have so near and dear a friend as 
- the par ther of our lives. speak a good word in due season? but on the 
contrary, when such an one is used as an instrument, by the adver- 
“sary, it heightens distress, and adds a double weight to the pressure 
-of afflictions. Such was the case of patient Job. Flesh of his flesh, 
and boné’of his bone, taunts at him for his integrity, and urges 
advice, which was a dagger to his very heart. Verily, believer, 
thou also art born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards.” Thou 
hastitherefore need of faith and patience as well as Job. These thou 
also art a partaker of, though not to so eminent a degree. Thou 
also hast a peevish, fretful, repining partner for life ; which will ever 
be urging upon thee reproaches, and giving thee such advice, which 
is at the peril of thy soul to hearken to. Here is the exercise of thy 
“graces. Be then on thy guard against this dear partner, rather near 
enemy, even thy carnal sinful nature, the flesh, with its affections 
and lusts. .Know assuredly, when it would reason with thee, it is’ to 
beguile thee—when ,it demands an audience, it is to instil the venom 
of poison. Its nature is enmity ; its workings rebellion ; its reason- 
ings treason against thy God. Ifthou give place to the flesh it will 
wound thy soul. If thou suffer it to gain ascendency, it’ will darken. 
‘thy mind, and bring distress upon thy conscience. If thou livest 
» after the flesh thou shalt die.” If therefore at any time, through the’ 
'» pride and peryerseness of the flesh, thou art tempted to entertain hard 
, thoughts of thy God; to be impatient under his chastisements, and 
murmur against his allotments; to call in question the truths of his 
word, the stability of his covenant, the freeness of his promisés, and. 
‘the security of thy soul’s salvation through the faith of Jesus ; resist 
its suggestions in the faith’ of the word of grace; turn from its reas 
sonings as from a bitter foe; and silence it with this humble, sub- 
’ missive language of faith; “Shall we receive good at the hand of 
Ged, and shall we not receive evil ?”? Job’s wife was mortal: sois thy» 
flesh. His sorestiafflictions were soonatanend. The Lord blessed 
the latter end of Job more than his beginning. Lo, thus shall it be. 
with thee. Here is our joy of faith, Our time is short. Our light 
afflictions: are-but for a moment: “they work forus a far more 
exceeding and etemal. Weight aa 22 2 Cor. iv. 17. i cy 


'Fhro’ seas and storms of deep distress ‘Dear Father, if thy liftedrod . 
‘We sail by faith, and not by sight;  ” ‘ Resoly’d to scourge us here below, 
Christ guides us in the wilderness Still we must lean upon our God, 
‘Thvo’ all the briars of the night." ~ ‘Shine arm shall bear us safely thro’. 


i 
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Jesus said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven anal 
earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise 
and prudent. and hast revealed them unto babes : Even 
so Lather, for so it seemed good in thy sight.—Matt. 
1.26596... he Sie * 

Tux true ministers of Christ are greatly encouraged in their 
labours, knowing they serve that sovereign Lord, who hath deciared,* 
“‘ My word shall not return to me void, but it shali accomplish that 
which I please: it shall prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it,” 
Tsa: lv. 11. “To some the gospel is a savour of life untolife ; unto 
others of death unto death.”? To some Jesus.is revealed, to others the 
gospel is hid. Nevertheless, his ministers “are unto God, asweet 
savour of Christ in them that are saved, and in them that perish,” 
2 Cor. ii, 15 

What shall we say to these things ? 2 shall we dare to cavil against’ 
the sovereign dispensations of God, or arraign him at the bar of 
our weak judgment? shall.the pot-sherds of the earth contend with 
Jehovah, and. say, What dost thou? Shail the pride of our carnal 
reason, and the rebellion of our corrupt nature, vent itself with, ‘I 
will not allow it at all ; I cannot believe it is just and righteous that the 
Lord should act with sovereignty, give or withhold his special grace 
#8 it seemeth good unto him!’ St. Paul sharply reproves such daring 
speeches. “Nay, but Oman, who art thou that, repliest against 
God?” It is plain that such walk not humbly; they have not the 
mind of Christ. The Father’s will was his joy: Jehovah’s purposes * 
his delight: and with sovereign dispensations Jesus most cheerfully 
acquiesced’; “ Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.” . 
Herein he hath left us an example. | This is beyond all other reasons 
we can assign ‘for God’s dealings in grace and providence. — Such 
sentiments shew, that we have been taught of God, are little in our 
own eyes, passive as babes in our own judgment,:and are submissive 
. children to our Father’s will. 

A spiritual revelation of the hope of the gospel, is by the sove- 
reign grace of the Holy Spirit, «“ who divideth to every man severally 
as he will. » Tt ever begets humility of heart. Why me, Lord! 

creates amazement of soul. © What am I! ever excites love and gra- 
titude. Am I called to the faith of Jesus, and the hope of salvation, 
while others, of the wise and prudent of this world, are left in the 
darkness, pride and rebellion of their nature ? O what shall I render 
unto the Lord? How fearful to offend, how studious to please, how 
joyful to glorify the Lord my God ought I to be from da ay to day ? ; 


“ Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” 
-* Thus doth the Lord of heav’n and earth Bow then, ny Lord, my proud free-will, - 
“His great deevces fulfil, To own thy sov’reign hand ; 
€ And orders all his works of grace And humbly to adore thy ways 
© By hits own sov’reign wi? Whieh I can’t anderstand. M 
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And one told David, saying, Ahithophelis among the con-. 
y>~e spirators with Absalom. And David said, O Lord, I 


pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolish- 
ness.-—2 Sam. xv. 51. 


Couns gathered very fast and grew very black at this time over 
the head of king David. His own beloved son had drawn the sword 
of rebellon—his subjects flocked in great numbers ; and to heighten 
the king’s distress, his own counsellor joined the conspiracy. But 
under all this David shewed himself to be a man after God’s own 
heart. His soul looks through every discouragement. He knew the 
throne of grace to be ever open and accessible, therefore the very 
tidings that brought sorrow to his heart, he instantly makes the 
subject of his prayer. Happy conduct ! when before carnal reason is 
suffered to plead, the prayer of faith is presented. Too, too oft do 
disciples, upon hearing disagreeable tidings, consult flesh and blood 
before they apply to their ever-loving and faithful friend Jehovah. 
This ought not so tobe. According to David’s faith and prayer so 
the Lord answered him. The counsel] which he had reason to dread 
from Ahithophel, was defeated by the Lord, and turned to his own 

destruction. Thus “the Lord only is our refuge and strength; a 
very present help in every time of trouble,’ Psalm xlvi. I. . 
Knowest thou not, disciple, there is treason and rebellion foun: | 
with thee against David’s Lord, even Jesus, thy king ? Not ereate: 
Teason, had David to fear, and to pray against Ahithophel’s couns+!. 
than thou hast daily. As his name signifies brother of ruin or folly. 
it reminds one of the flesh, a brother or partaker of the ruin of sin 
with the soul; also-that its wisdom is ever with us, is ever coun- 
selling and conspiring against the peace and safety, the love and 
holiness, the joy and happiness of the soul in Christ Jesus. It noj 
only counsels against, but lusts contrary to the Spirit continually 
May this be our daily prayer in the spirit and in faith, “ O Lord, tur 
the counsel of the flesh into foolishness, confound its pride, destro; 
its lust, subdue its passions, suffer us not to confer with flesh anc 
blood, let us not sow to the flesh ; but enable us to confer with the. 
‘by faith, May our conversation be in heaven ! So strengthen us to pu 
off the old man with his deeds, until we put off the body, to be « sow: 
in dishonor, and to be raised in glory,” 1 Cor. xv. 43. ; 


Arise my soul, my joyful pow’rs, hrist rais’d me from the deeps of sin, 


, Andtriumphin my God; _ The gates of gaping hell, | 
Awake, my voice, and loud preclaim And fixt my standing more secure 


Fis glorious grace abroad, Than twas before I fell. 


5 
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Take heed to yourselves 3 if thy brother trespass against 
thee seven times ina day. and seven times in a day turn 
again to thee, saying, Irepent ; thou shalt forgive him. 
—Luke xvii. 3, 4. 


Minp this loving word. “Do thyself no harm.” The least 
deg wee of malice, hatred or revenge, is contrary to the genius of the 
gospel—inconsistent with the character of a disciple of the meek and 


‘lowly Jesus. But, our master knows what is in man: that his mem- 


bers are composed of flesh, as well as spirit ; and therefore liable to 
offend, one against another, so as to hurt and injure each other, in 
the peace of their minds, and fellowship of their spirits. So also, 
they cause the way of truth to be evil spoken of, by the adversaries, 
who are glad at every advantage, to cry out, “O these are your 
saints! see how full of wrath they are ; how they bite and devour each 
other.” Therefore, “take heed to yourselves,” saith the head to his 


! members. Watch against this evil. Offences will come. I teach 


» you how to behave. Suppose thy brother trespass against thee, pity 
his weakness : pray for him by name, to thy Father, and his Father. 

Beware of angry resentment. If he aggravates his offence, by fre- 
quent repetition, thou shalt in no wise hate thy brother; but, as oft 
as he offends, ifhe as often “turn again to thee, saying, I repent; 
thou shalt forgive him.” But, are we not to forgive him until, and 
unless, he do turn and say, I repent? In one sense we ought; perhaps, 
not in another. We must not, at our peril, entertain anger, or let 
the sun go down on our wrath ; but in our hearts freely and fully for- 
give an offending brother. But, what if he remains stubborn, and 
persists ina spirit of bitterness ? Even then, we are to forgive him 


- in our hearts, and be desirous of embraciig him, in love. 


But may we not justly suspend declaring our forgiveness. to him, 
until he turn and say, I repent? Herein have we not God’s word, and 
method, as our example? Though God loves his people in Christ, 
and for his sake pardons their sins; yet, until they actually turn to 
him, and repent, he doth not manifest his pardon, and love to them, 
But let us ever remember, as God’s thoughts of love are towards us, 
before we turn to him; so our thoughts of love should be to our of- 
fending brethren, eve they turn tous. Doth the Lord Jesus require 
us to forgive every repeated offence, even until seventy times seven, 
four hundred and ninety ? surely then, he will magnify his love, and 
display his mercy, in pardoning the innumerable offences; of all who 


turn to him. “Forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ’s 


sake hath forgiven you,” Eph. iy. 32. 


* Great is God’s love, and large his grace, Then Jet us to iaie ethren shew, 
© Through the redemption of his Son : The loying spirit we partake, 
* He turns our feet from sinful ways, All their offences to forego, 


And pardons what our hands haye done,’ Aud lore them frecly for Christ’s sak EBs 


| 
| 


i 


| a 
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And I said, This is my mprmity —<-Psalm Ixxvite 10, ° 


| Watts in the body, we are in such an imperfect state, as to be 





liable to various exercises of mind, through in-dwelling corruptions, 


and the suggestions of satan. Saints in alhages have experienced 
fluctuating frames. Like mariners on a tempestuous sea, at one time, 
they seem to mount up to heaven, in comfort and joy; at another, 
they sink down, in apprehension, to the depths of hell; then, like 
petsons at their wit’s end, they express themselves, in a very unrea- 
sonable manner, . Doubt and uncer tainty take place of knowledge and 
i truth: unbelief seems to prevail against faith ; and they are ready to 
call all in question: not only, past sweet experiences ¢ ef God’s love 
to their souls, but the yery existence of God’s pr omises, faithfulness, 
and truth. And they write with the pen of inspiration (though not of 
the Spirit of truth, but of a lying spirit) many falsé and bitter things 
against themselves. “ Woe is me, I am undone,” saith Isaiah. 
“ Woe is me,” saith Jeremiah. “ Without were fightings, within 
were fears,” say the apostles. “I shall one day perish by the hand 
_of Saul,” saith David. And in this psalm, hope seems to be, as it 
were, giving up the ghost, and with languid, faint accents breathes, 
« Will the Lord cast off for ever? will he be favorable no more? is 
his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his promise fail for evermore ? 
hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he, in anger, shut up his 
tender mercies ?”’? So that you sce, O tossed, tempted, tr ied believer, 
this is the way saints in all ages have gone to glory. Thou hast thy, 
lot with them now; soon thou also shalt be where they are. But O 
. what a gloomy prospect, .what soul- distr essing Vie WS, must that poor 
sinner have, who lives upon ‘his frames, whose hope. spr ings from his 
own faithfulness, or trusts to the. exercise of his own grace, instead. 
of the God of all grace, the blessed Jesus, ‘ who is the same yester- 
‘day, to-day, and for ever!’ How comforting ! how heart- -reviving 
to know that the Lord, “who sent, redemption unto his people, will 
ever be mindful of his covenant, which standeth fast for ever, ” Psalm 
exi. 5. Therefore the Holy Spirit stands engaged, in covenant-con- 
tract, to exccute his office, as the comforter... When he is pleased 
to revive the soul with the views of Jesus, his glorious work, and 


. finished saivation, satan skulks away,. like amean, vakaahied liar : the 


believer returns to his right mind, takes shame to himself, and SAYS, - 
That I should ever doubt of thy love, cail in question thy truth, and. 
suspect thy faithfulness ;, O my God, this is my infirmity ! 


ence’ from my soul sed. thonghts be gone, Till sow reign grace with shining rays” 
And leave me to my joys ; i Dispel?d my gioomy fears. 
My tenene’shall triumph in my God; 


~ © . . 7 ; 7 y 
Christ pleads his righteous canse. | Tn vain the tempter frights my sou, 


: And breaks my peace again ; 5 , 
Darkness and doubt had yeil’a my mind, “One Pat dear ‘Sasiour, of thy face 
And drown’d my eyes in tears, a : en iy es my joy $ again. 


\ 


| 
wey: am | 
Lord, behold, he’ whom thou lovest i is siek=-John Xi. 3. | 


To have Jesus continually live in our thoughts, should be our’ 
daily study. To keep a sweet intercourse open, between Christ and | 
the soul, should be our constant exercise. \ To be watchful against) 
every bold intruder, that would interrupt our communion with the 
Saviour, is our greatest wisdom. Thus, throug hh the Spirit’s aid, a 
holy freedom. and humble familiari ity is maintained with Christ, and 
our hearts. Why should we not be aiming thus to anticipate heaven? 
For, Jesus never intermits in his love to us, care over us, and pre- 
sence with us. Through such a happy conduct, we shall enjoy an 
abiding sense of this. Then, when sin ussults, satan attacks 
temptations beset; afflictions surround, sickness overtakes, cbt 
bows down, death threatens, or whatever may be our state, how 
comforting whefi the twin sisters of faith and hope, like the two sisters 
‘of Lazarus, carry our case to the master, with “ Lord, behold, he 
whom thou lovestis sick?” Short, but very expressive. Not like 
the nobleman’s importunate prayer, “Sir, come down, ere my son 
die ;”’ but a simple message. They knew the love and power of 
Jesus. They doubted not his speed. It is enough to lay our case 
before the Lord. It is best entirely to submit to his will, and patiently 
wait his time. “He that believeth shall not make haste,” Isa. 
XXviil. 16. 

Is there a poor sinner on ban who believes in Jesus, that ean 
doubt of his love ? Hath he not given the strongest assurances of it? 
Infinitely stronger, than if he had sent an angel, to testify of his love 
tous. For he came himself; he more than told us how he loved us; 
his sorrows, his sufferings, his agonies and death, most loudly pro- 
claim it ; for our sins he bled, fei our sins he“suffered ; yea for that 
most base sin, that sin of all sins, the greatest of sins, unbelief. 
This, even this, Jesus bore himself, inhis own bedy on the tree. 
Even this he died to atone for, as well as all others. Art thou often 
sick, and fearest this master-sin will prove the death of thy soul, as 
it does now the life of thy comforts? Is this the grief of thine heart, 

and the cause of thy woe?» Jesus is the alone physician, he only can 
eure it. “ For he is not only the author, but finisher of our faith,” 
Heb. xii. 2. Though, like the sisters of Lazarus, we cannot plead ~ 
eur strong love to Jesus, yet in the belief of his word, we may ever 
plead h his strong love tous. “ Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is 
sick.’ Healthy servant. -“ Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief.” 
Ask, is Christ’s blessed command. It shall be given, is his preciouS 


prs Luke xi. 9. 


How many are thy thoughts of love! When I’m afflicted, poor and low, 

- Thy mercies, Lord, how great ! And light and peace depart, 

We have not hours, nor words enough, My Jesus sees my heavy woe, 
Their numbers to repeat. — And bears me on his heart. 
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Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to 
approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts : 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, 
even of thy holy temple.——Psalm |xv. 4. 


Mr. Bunyan, in his Pilgrim’s Progress, observes, “ Chris- 
tiana’s heart was so enamoured, by the affecting sight of Christ’s 
‘cross, by faith, that she wished all her carnal friends, to partake, 
in what she saw, andfelt. But she was reminded, that faith’s views 
are of special grace.” They are streams which flow from the river 
of God’s electing love. Every man whom the Lord chooseth, “ is 
blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ.” This is evidenced by 
spiritual life. Seeing all grace, love, and happiness center in Jeho- 
vah, he delights to draw nigh to him, because confident of access, 
by anew and living way consecrated through the flesh of Jesus. 
Here is no fiery law, no flaming sword, to terrify and affright the 
believer, in his approach toGod. But the Lord himself causes him, 
to approach his presence. Love, not only invites, but sweetly con- 
strains him to come, asa child to its loving parent. ‘The Father 
draws to the Son, and the Son reveals the Father,” by the Holy 
Spirt, as a God of love to poor sinners. Without this no soul can, 
or will, ever come unto God, John vi. 44.. See thy special mercy. 
Adore that sovereign grace, which reign over all thy pride, and 
stubbornness. And do I thus approach my Lord? O what infinite 
treasures of grace are secured by covenant-love and promise ! Not a 
sudden fit of pleasure, or transient delight in the ways of God, do 


such experience ; but they shall “dwel/,” their residence shall be- 


near the Lord in spirit,and they shall be satisfied from Jesus. All the 
glory and magnificence of the temple was only typical ef Jesus, who 
exceeds in glory. Ail the glory and goodness of the Lord is trea- 
sured up in, and communicated from him, as man and Mediator, to 
“poor sinners. Come then asa needy beggar to receive. 

O the super-abounding goodness of the Lord, to cause poor, head- 
strong, high-minded rebels to approach him, and be satisfied with 
him! Most joyful claim of faith, “ fhe Lord is my portion, saith 
my soul, therefore will I hope in him,” Lam. iii, 24. A glimpse 
‘of Christ’s-¢lory and goodness sickens the soui to every other object. 
A lively faith, engages the affections towards him; love is very 
jealous, and excites watchfulness against what may disturb its hap- 
piness, or destroy its comfort. “ I will sing unte the Lord, bi eeond 
he hath dwelt benpatnlly with me, Psalm xiii. 6. 


' 


We chuse our God and then we’re blest, But how came we the Lord to chuse, 
And in his courts we dwell : we We are for sin aceurst ? 

Lo, here we find perpetual rest, ‘This myst’ry we will soon disclose, 
And of his goodness tell. if _ » Because, God choseusfirst. § M. 
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Wherefore beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 


be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, with- 
out spot, and blameless.—2 Peter iii, 14. 


Ir isa most grarid delusion to imagine that’ the doctrines of 
grace tend to lull the soul asleep in supine indolence, or slothful 
stupidity. The believer hath not so learned Christ. Though he is 
saved by grace freely; yet he is called to “ labour diligently.” By faith 
he looks forward, to the fulfilment of awful predictions and pre- 
cious promises. Hence we are excited to daily diligence, in the 
performance of duties, the use of means, and the exercise of graces. 
Do we look for the burning of the earth, the elements, and all sub- 
lunary things ? do we expect to be inhabitants of new heavens, and 
a new earth? do we wait, and sometimes long for the coming of 
the Lamb, our loving master and precious Saviour? and shall we 
indulge carnal ease and spiritual sloth? shall we not fear to be found 
of Jesus in such a state? Most true, “ Jesus hath made peace for us, 
by the blood of his cross.”” But shall we not be diligent, to maintain 
a lively sense of this sweet peace in our hearts? shall we not labour 
after purity of heart? And how is this to be expected, but by stu- 
diously avoiding those things, which tend to draw the heart, and 
alienate the affections from Jesus? If we lose sight of the Lamb, we 
lose the sense of peace. If we look at things which are seen, this 
begets love to them, and increases anxious solicitude for them, And, - 
alas! then they only pierce us through with many sorrows. And ) 
most of all, when we are in our right minds, do not our sorrows 
increase, if we decrease in spiritual diligence, and grow in worldly- 
mindedness ? 

‘Christian, though thou knowest it is God that givoth thee power 
to get wealth, and his providence is engaged to preserve thy body 5 
yet, this doth not cause thee to abate thy diligence in thy worldly 
concerns ; nor doth it make thee careless to preserve thy body from 
harms and administer to it such things as are for its health. Most 
happy is it for thee, thus daily to watch over, and care for, the peace 
and purity of thy soul. Jesus is thy peace: by living on him, peace 
is enjoyed. He is thy Saviour: by looking ito him, thou shalt be. 
kept free from filthy spots. Thus by maintaining fellowship with 
Christ—walking with Christ—keeping up a free intercourse with 
Christ ; peace of mind, and purity of heart are preserved. In this. 
way, verily, thou shalt be blameless. And be assured, “ the dili- 
gent soul shall be made fat,” Prov. xiii. 4. 


My thoughts surmount these lower Bhi There I behold with sweet delight 
Tlook within the veil ; The blessed Three in One, 


There springs of endless pleasure rise, | And strong affections fix my sight 
The waters never fail, On God’s incarnate Son. 


Vox. I, . Me 
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And his disciples came, and took up the body, and buried 
it, and went and told Jesus. —Matt. xiv. 12. 


Tuus was extingtished that burning and shining light, John 
Baptist. Itis very staggering to the eye of sénse, and the judgment 
of carnal reason, that the “ Lord, whose eyes are over the righteous,” 
should yet suffer his faithful ministers, and dearest children, to fall 
a sacrifice to the rage and malice of cruel, and unreasonable men. — 
This puzzled the royal prophet David ; this was an exercise to 
patient Job; and it has put disciples to the stand in allages. We 
are ready to cry out, “ Where is the God of Elijah +” When it comes 
nearer home, and we ourselves are the subjects of insults and inju- 
ries, from the power and malice of enemies to Jesus and his truths ; 
this is a trial of faith. If this exercise is continued, if the cnemy 
triumphs, and God cur friend appears not, as our deliverer, how 
does satan, who has stirred up fightings without, industriousiy aim 
to inject fears within; with, “where is now thy God !”’ ‘ Why dost 
thou vainly imagine thyself a child of God, whiie thy Father leaves 
thee to this cruel treatment? If thou wast in his favor, thou wouldst 
surely find his protection. The want of his care proves thou hast 
no part in his love.’ 4 

Now thou art called, O christian, to fight and resist satan stedfastly 
in the faith. Judge not of thy Father’s love by present dispensations. 
Strengthen’ thyself in thy God. Consult his word. Wait on him. 
Take up the deceitful, unclean body of sense, and carnal reason, 
bury it, and go and tell thy Saviour. He is thy wisdom, thy coun- 
sellor; and a perfect match for thy subtlest adversary. It is very 
alleviating to a distressed mind, to pour its complaints into the sym- 
pathizing breast of a faithful friend. What.is the cause of thy sor- 
rows, make the subject of thy free converse with thy Saviour. If 
thou art smitten on earth, tell him who feels for thee in heaven. 
Here is thy comfort, he always hears, ever loves, and can instantly 
Geliver. But if he does not; rest assured, love delays for thy profit. 

_ Afflictions are blessings in disguise. We do not, so heartily, think of 
our home above, while richly furnished with earthly comforts below. 
Our Lord ‘strips us of them, to turn our thoughts homeward. But, 
we shall surely find, “as tribulation abounds, consolatian shall much 
more Abound’? ‘OQur Lord advises, “Call upon me in the day of 
trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me,” Psalm. 
15. Prize itas. your createst bless¢dness, to live near the Lor ; 
and maintain humble converse with him: pour_out your complaints, 
and shew him your trouble, Psalm cxhi. 2. at 


Lord, we adore thy vast desiens, When thou array’st thine awfulface, 


Th’ obscure ebyss of providence! “In ongry frowns without asmile >. 
"Loo deep ta sound with aortel lines, We, thro’ thy clouds, believe thy graee, 


aye” ye Pe Cok ee eo ° woes « 
co dark to. view with fecble sense. Seeure of thy compassion still! 
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Then said these men, We shallnot find any oecasion against 
this Daniel, except we find it bile him concerning 
the law of his God.—-Dan. vi. 5. 


Happy Daniel, to have such a testimony of thy conduct from 
the mouth of thine implacable enemies. These men could ailedge 
nothing against this servant of God, in regard to his outward life and 
conversation ; for he was a good subject, a quiet neighbour, just and 
honest in his dealings. Though in an eminent station, yet with 
what contempt and scorn do they seem to speak of him !' This Daniel, 
this over-righteous fellow, who pretends to be more religious’ than 
all the rest of his neighbours. As it was/in the beginning, so it is 
now, and ever will be, “He that is born after the flesh, will pérse- 
cute him that is born after the Spirit,’? Gal. iv. 29. What then? 
our enemies no sooner assault us, with their tongues, but our God 
takes our part. ‘If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye. For the Spirit of glory, and of God resteth upon you, x 
hPet. vs! 14. 

But, let every disciple see to it, that he suffers as a christian. 
Take heed, that thy life and conduct be, as becometh the gospel. It 
is a'great blessing so to behaye, that carnal men can find no just 
occasion, against our moral conduct. This they are judges of. 
Their eyes are upon us. They watch over us forevil. This ought 
to make us yery circumspect. Our religion they abhor. For this, 
every follower of the Lamb is sure to be hated, for his master’s sake. 
“ Woe be unto us, when all men speak well of us,” saith our master, : 
Luke vi. 26. They seek enough against us; as to our faith, hope, 
and life. And some would as surely cast us into aden of lions, as 
they’ did. Daniel, were it practicable, and permitted. Yet, they 
could not deprive him of the love, presence and protection @ of the: Son 
of God. These make every place a heaven of delight and } joy. And 
when hated of all men for his sake, he pronounces us biessed, bids 
us rejoice, and hath left us an example, patiently to follow his steps. 

. Christ’s dying prayer, for his very murderers, was: “ Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do.” Ignorance oe a 
truth, is the cause of hatred and malice against his ser vanes. Hast 
not thowa heart to pity, and a tongue to pray for thy. erémies? Here 
we may indulge sweet revenge. These weapons we may always 
use. And how knowest thou, but the most furious persecuter, like 
Paul, may bea chosen vessel, of God the Father, rede emed by the 
blood of Jesus—and ere to-motrow’s sun, the grace of the Holy 
Spirit may make him an humble penitent! “ who maketh thee to 
differ from another ? and aioe hast thou, that thou didst not receive!” 


1 Cor. iv. 7. 
O happy souls who love your God, Go on rejoicing ev'ry day, 
And whom the world despise, ' Eternallife’s your prize. - Ma 
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For Christ is entered into heaven itself, now to appear i 
the presence of God for us.—-Heb. ix. 24. 

How vighifece Zacharias honored! He heard the gospel of 
salvation from the mouth of an angel; who said, “I am Gabriel, 
who stand in the presence of God, and am sent unto thee, to shew 
thee these glad tidings.” But we see the awful effects of unbelief. 
Though thus beloved and honored of God, yet he was struck dumb 
for a season, Luke i. 20. Though Ged most dearly loves his people 
in Christ, yet, he sees their sins, and with fatherly affection chastises 
for them. Do we not see somewhat of our own case here! For, as 
faith inspires the heart and tongue with boldness, so unbelief strikes 
us dumb We cannot speak a word, mor offer a plea for our poor 
souls, if faith lose sight of Jesus. But he never forgets us. Our 
souls are never neglected by him. The Lamb is in the midst of the 
throne for us. In our nature, in the samé human body, which was 
hanged on the tree, with five pierced wounds in his hands, his feet, 
and precious side, he appears in the presence of God. There, like 
some victorious conqueror, who has gloriously delivered his country, 
from the cruelty and rage of a merciless enemy, he glories in the 
scars he received in the field of battle. 

- When Jesus wept over dear Lazarus; see how he loved him, said 
the Jews. . But when poor sinners think of our dear Lord’s wounds, 
crucifixion, agonies and death, O what infinitely greater reason have 
we to say, See how he loved us! see how he still loves us. Not- 
withstanding all our base, unloving behaviour to him, still, O soul- 
affecting truth! still, he appears before God, for ws ; he presents 
his once mangled body ; he pleads his once bleeding wounds in our 
behalf, as the atoning sacrifice for our sins, for our salvation. Thus 
glorified Jesus, z0w appears in the presence of God, for us; as our 
dear Mediator, loving Lord, and precious Saviour, our affectionate 
advocate, and powerful intercessor. But saith the adversary, “ This 
is a cunningly devised fable.”” What profit is this tome? saith carnal 


-_ Feason, backed with unbelief. But, the Spirit of truth bears witness 


to this ; first, in type and figure under the law; and, now in reality 
and substance in the gospel. To this very end, that at any time, 
when sin burdens the conscience ; sorrow bows down the heart, 
doubts arise in the mind, and fears oppress the spirit, the poor sinner 
may, with confidence, thus consider Jesus: look unto him; and call 
upon him: and find this to be the food of his faith, and the support 
of his soul: “forif God (Jesus) be for ws, who can be against us ?” 


Rom. vill. 31. ea 
Lift up your eyes to th’ heav’nly seat, Petitions now, and praise may rise, 
‘Where our Redeemer stays ; - And saints their off’ring bring; 

Kind intercessor, there he sits, The priest with his own sacrifice 


And loves, and pleads, and prays. Presents fhem to the King. 


- 
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And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shaltcail his name 


JESUS ; for he shall save his people from their sins. 
—Matt. i. 21. - * 


O precious birth! precious son! precious name! The Holy 
Ghost brings consolation-to the hearts of poor sinners, from the 
belief of the manhood of Jesus. To this end the comforter bears so 
particular testimony by the word of the conception. and birth of 
Christ. This is our happiness ; at all times to cousider the Saviour 
as “ Emanuel, God with us :”? our brother: “ flesh of our flesh and 
bone of our bone.” As Elihu says of himself, “ Behold I am, ac- 
cording to thy wish, in God’s stead. Behold, my terror shail not 
make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee,’ Job. 
XXxlil. 6, 7." Thus to conceive of Jesus, is a sweet mystery, Joy+ 
fully known to believing hearts. 

The Holy Ghost brings joy to our souls, by the name of Jesus. 
This name is above every name to us: itis “as pr ecious ointment 
poured forth:” it diffuseth the sweet odour of the Father’s everlasting” 
love, issuing in our eternal salvation. In thename of Jesus the 
whole gospel lies hid. The Spirit also comforts our hearts. By the 
work of Christ, he shall save. Here is notan if, a perhaps, or per- 
adventure ; but a positive declaration, what he absoiutely shall do. 
He shall save sinners: from the curse of the law, by being made a 
curse for them: from the wrath of God due to them, by suffering in 
their stead: from the punishment their sins deserve, by the atone- 
ment of his precious blood : from the guilt of sin in their conscience, 

- by the sprinkling of his blood through faith: from*the love and power 
of sin in their hearts ; by the grace of the Spirit, regenerating and 
renewing them in the spirit of their minds. So that they are as per- 
fectly saved in Jesus from sin, as though they had never fallen into sin. 
And all this by Jesus: by no strength, power or ‘ability of theirs. 

Who does Jesus thus save? “ His people :” ali his people, of 
every kindred, nation, tribe and tongue, even “ all that the Father 
hath given him,” John xvii. 9. Who are partakers of this precious - 
salvation? Every poor sinner who believes in Jesus. Itis free for 
ail who come to him. .4// who do come to him, and trust in him, 
find he is their Jesus, their salvation. O believer, here is the nature, 
the name, the word of thy precious Jesus to look to and live upon 
from day to day. It is thy mercy that salvation is his work, and he 
hath finished it. It is thy comfort to believe this daily. “It is thy — 
duty to give Jesus all the glory. The more light th ou receivest from 
the word of Jesus and the Spirit of truth, so much the more wilt thou 
-gee of thine own vile sinful nature, and abhor thyself. How long? 
even until thou reccivest the end of thy faith, the salvation of thy 
soul. Then wilt thou eternally glovy only in the infinite perfection 
of the salvation of Jesus. * 


N\ 
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It is God which worketh in you both to will did, to do, of 
his good pleasure.—Phil. i. 13. 


Iris the peculiar blessing of every new creature in Christ Jesus 
to be “ renewed in knowledge.” As the soul advances in the divine 
life, he more clearly so ewe the.heights and depths of the mys- 
teries of God’s grace, by the word of the Spirit of truth: so also he 
feels more and more of the workings of the mystery of iniquity within 
him. Therefore, he has done with talking of his own free will, and 
‘works of righteousness having any share in obtaining grace. These 
notions are the weeds of nature. They spring from pride. Pride is 
interwoven with our very constitution and being. This opposes and 
rebels against our own mercies, even the free-grace truths of the 
gospel. Butitis the exercise of faith to submit to the righte ousne ss 
of Jesus: to bow to the sovereignty of God’s will, and to adore his 
Spirit who worketh in us to will and to do of his own good pleasure. 
O disciple of Jesus, how art thou sweetly constrained to own this from 
the rich experience of the truth upon thy own soul! What is the 
natural bent of thy free will, but to reject Jesus the Lord of life and 
glory? Its language is, “I wid not have this man to reign over 
me.” Ihave other and better lovers, and after them I will go. 1 
will enjoy the pleasures of sin. I wild love the world: I wil take 
my full swing in the gay delights, and pleasing profits, and glorious 
honors of it. I wél/be saved in my own way, for my own works: I 
will not be indebted to be saved by grace wholly. Thus the natural 


_Sfree-will of man speaks plain, by its affections and actions, through, 


the darkness of the under standing. Thy free will was to destroy thy- 
self: it was the. will of the Lord to save thee in Christ Jesus. 
Therefore i in the day of his power, the Holy Spirit made thee willing 
to come to Jesus for life and salvation. With free choice, and cheer- 


. ful willingnéss 3 thou camest in faith, as a perishing sinner toa pre- 


eious Saviour. | Wilt thou any more ascribe any glory to thy will? 
wilt thou ever suffer thy power to share in the trophies of thy Lord? 
Nay, shall not free, sovereign, unmerited grace, have all the glory? 

Isnot this the daily humble prayer of thy soul, “ Leave me,not, O 
Lord, to myself; for without thee, O Jesu, I can do nothing—nothine 
but sin against thee, and wound my own soul.” If thou truly de- 


‘lightest in the law of God after the inward man, it is the delight of 
__ thy soul “ to do those things which are pleasing in his sight.” Ever 


put this soul-humbling, erace-exalting question to thy heart, “ Who ~ 
made me to differ? what have I that I have not received?” I have. 
nothing in myself whereof to glory. I glory in him, who saith, « ey 
will work, and who shall let it?” Isa. alti 13, 
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* We that are in this tabernacle do groan, ‘being burdened. _ 
2 Cor. We, A a os 


Ir is a sore temptation, that saints of God in all ages have fallen 
“under, that, upon a survey of the outward ease, pleasure, and pros-' 
perity of the ungodly, “they have called the proud happy,” Mal. 
dii, 15—and under a sense of their inward groanings, burdens and 
sorrows, have been led to think, it is vainto serve God, and cail in 
question his love to them and care for them. Such sentiments as 
these, at times exercise their minds: ‘I called by grace! Is my soul 
quickened and made alive to God? have I fled to. Jesus for refuge? 
‘am I a child of God by adoption, through the faith of Jesus? Surely 
it cannot be. Was itso, should I be thus plagued all the day, and 
chastened every morning? should I groan thus under oppression 
from satan, tribulation from the world; and be thus burdened with 
the lusts of the flesh, and the carnal workings of corrupt nature ? 
‘Surely if ever I have known any thing of Jesus in spirit and power, it 
is all come to an end: verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and 
‘washed my hands in innocency tono purpose.’ ‘Fhus doth the subtle 
serpent artfully steal into the-mind, and borrows the tongue of saints. 
But this is very injurious to the soul, as we see in the experience of 
the Psalmist, 73d Psalm. And it is highly resented by our loving 
Lord and Saviour, as yery dishonorable to him. See Mal. ili. 13., 
Saints’ burdensare creature’allotments; believers’groansare Jesus’ 
‘concerns ; children’s sorrows reach the Father’s heart ; they are the 
lot of God’s people in every age. Prophets, apostles, martyrs, and. 
' eonfessors of Jesus, none exempt while ifethisite ibernacle. Yea,they  - 
evidence the life of the soul :, andalso, under the Spirit’s influence, bis 
work for the profit of the sotl. Hereby itis instructed in self-know- 
ledge, so as to bow to the sovereignty of God an humility and 
dependence on Jesus. Prayer is excited, faith is called into exercise, 
God’s word is searched, protnises are prized, exhortations become 
pleasant, carnal: hopes are cut off, worldly joys become irksome, 
earth is less Joved, anda sinful body groaned under, makes perfect 
freedom in glory longed for. .O there is a blessed writ of case and 
rest, issued out from the court of heaven! Soon it will be served 
upon us. Then, down tabernacle: up soul to the presence of thy 
Lord. Farewel groans. Welcome eternal triumphs, He is . 
sweet portion of comfort; drink of the brook by the way, aid liftup 
thy head; “ Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain 
thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved,” Psam ly. 22. 


O why, my soul, why these complaints ? ? 
And shew his name upon my heart ;.” Still while he fr owus his bowels move 5 

I would forget my pains awhile, Still on his heart he bears his saints, 

And in the pleasure lose the smart. ~ And feels tkeir sorrows and his love, 


Now let my Lord my Saviour smile, 
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The ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price.—1 Pet. il. 4. 


Gopty parents are delighted at their very hearts, if they see 
their dear children partakers of the grace of God. How joyful to 
hear those, who are part of one’s self, enquire after Jesus and his 
salvation! Love and duty unite to constrain us to teach our little ones 
the knowledge of Jesus ; to instruct them in the ways of the Lord. 
And if the spirit of grace is pleased to crown such endeavours with 
success, infinitely more precious is the adorning of grace to their 

“immortal souls, than all the gaiety of dress to their perishing bodies. 
As we to ours, so doth the Lord rejoice over all his dear children 
in Christ Jesus. He takes pleasure in their dress, which is the robe 
of his Son’s righteousness. Their ornaments, which is the robe 
of his Spirit, are delighting to his eyes. “ He makes them all- 
glorious within :” he loves his own image, which he hath formed by 
his Spirit, “in the hidden man of the heart.” Both the inward graces 
and the outward fruits are an ornament to them ; and are “ of great 
price’ in the sight of their heavenly Father.” By daily fellowship 
with our God and Saviour, we get more and more “ conformed to his: 
likeness.” By close walking, constant communing, free conversing 
with Jesus, love is maintained in the heart : and a meek and quiet 
spirit ever accompanies love, Where the former is wanting, the 
declining of the latterare evident. As faith works by love, so love 
shews itself by meckness of spirit and quietness of behaviour. There’ 
isa sweet harmony in the graces of the Spirit.. By faith the soul 
abides in Jesus, and receiveth out of his fulness. By love the heart 
is comfortable. And as Peter and John said to the beggar, What 
we have received of the Lord, that we give unto you.” So the chris- 
tian dispenses out of his heart, love to his brethren, and is peaceable 
and quiet to all ‘mankind. Love controuls the boisterous passions 
of nature. Love constrains tomeekness of temper and quietness of 
spirit. We sadly mistake, and are greatly deceived by our corrupt 
nature, carnal reason, and the subtilty of satan, when we act with 
any other spirit, and attempt to find anexcuse for it. Nay, but itis 
unbecoming our character, adisgrace to our profession, a dishonor 
to eur Saviour; it grieves the Spirit; is a badge of satan’s livery ; a 
fruit of the flesh, and is contrary to the Spirit. The wrath of mam 
worketh not the righteousness of Ged, peace of men, nor the com- 
fort * the soul) “Put on asthe elect of God, meckness,” Col. 
Mi. 12.0 ; 


Bless’d are the meek, who stand afar Bless’d are the men of peaceful life, 
From rage and passion, noise and war + Who quench the coals of growing strife, 
God will seeure their happy state, They shall be call’d the heirs of bliss, 


And plead their cause against the great, The sons of God, the God of peace. 


JUNE 17. ee 


For the Lord will not forsake his people for his great 
name's sake: Because it hath pleased the Lord to make 
you his people.—\ Sam. xii, 22. 


Tue prophet Sartiuel, dike the apostle Paul, “shunned not to 
declare all the counsel of God,” Acts xx. 27. They feared no licen- 
tious consequences from preaching the faith-establishing, soul-com- 
forting truth of God’s unchangeable love to his people. Yet Samuel 
encourages the people to cleave close unto the Lord, and not turn 
aside from following him; assuring them, if they walked contrary 
tothe Lord, though he would never change in his love, or ‘cast off 
his people, “ whom he did fore-know,” yet he would change in his 
conduct and dealings towards them. God will surely visit their 
transgression witha rod, and their iniquity with stripes; neverthe- _ 
less, his loving-kindness he will not utterly take away, nor suffer his 
faithfulness to fall,” Psalm Ixxxix. 32, 33. Like a tender and ° 
affectionate parent to a disobedient child, his love is ever the same 
when he corrects, as when he dandies on the knee. It is of the 
Lord’s good pleasure only, that he chuses and makes a people for 
his glory. He calls them to himself by sovereign grace. The honor 
of his name, and the perfection of his attributes, are engaged for . 
their safety and salvation. 
The faith of a christian, how firm its foundation ! It builds on the 
rock of ages, the eternal truth of an unchanging God of love. His 
“hope is an anchor to the soul, both sure and stedfast, which is 
eternal within the veil, whither the forerunner for us is entered, 
even Jesus,” Heb. vi. 19,20. How then should our love be in- 
flamed, and burn with incessant ardor to our ever-loving Lord and 
Saviour? Hath it pleased the Lord to put me among his children $ 
to make me one of his people? It was free, unmerited love. Hath 
the blessed Spirit enriched my heart, with faith in precious Jesus? 
hath he in his word, over and over assured us, that “he will never 
leave nor forsake, but whom he loves he loves to the end?”? Why is 
_all this ? Even because it pleased the Lord: “so it seemed good in, 
his sight.” And have I sinned? Heart-wounding thought! sinned 
_ against his love? am I backslidden in affection? grown cold and in- 
different to the kindest and best of beings ! Shameful ingratitude | Is. 
the love of God in Christ Jesus, the source of all present grace, the 
security of future glory ? Verily it should sink poor sinners to the 
_ Jowest humility ; affect with the deepest self-abasement and sorrow: 
for sin; yet excite godly hope and rejoicing in Christ Jesus ; and 
influence to the most cheerful diligence of serving a God of love, 
“ without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him, all the 
days of our life.” “ This is the love of God, that we keep his com» 
mandments,” 1 Jolj y, 3. a 
Vou. E. a a yy 


192 | JUNE 18. 

Because in him there is found some good thing toward 
the Lord God of Isracl, in the house of Jeroboam.— 
1 Kings xiv. 13. 


Sucu was thé testimony which the Lord gave by his prophet of 
‘young Abijah, the son of wicked Jeroboam. ‘The father was brand- 
ed, even to a proverb for his abominable wickedness. Behold, the 
son is recorded by the Lord for his goodness : singled out from the 
whole house of his father, to be blessed of his God, and to come to 
his grave in peace. j 

Children of grace often spring from the loins of ungodly parents. 

The offspring of godly parents, often appear eraceless. Grace is 
not hereditary. Grace is the sovereign gift of God.» Parents may 
and ougyt to give good instructions, but God only makes them suc- 
cessful. Some good thing would not have been found-in young 
Abijah, if the Lord had not put itthere. It was of the will of the 
Lord, or because the Lord was his father, as his name Abijahi sig- 
nifies. God’s covenant children, though by~ nature children of 
wrath, and though in their “ flesh dwells no good thing ;’’» yet, 
through the grace of the Holy Spirit, “they are created anew in 
Christ Jesus, in righteousness and true holiness, unto good works :” 
and after the inward man, “ they delight in the law of God.” Some 
good thing is found in them, which manifests itself in love, fear and 
obedience tothe Lord their God. The graces of the Holy Spirit 
in the hearts of believers, and the fruits of the Spirit in their lives, 
are evidences in time, of God’s covenant to them in Christ Jesus 
‘before time. God views the work of his new creation in the soul 
With delight ; pronounces it good, and to his own glory records the 
graces of his people. What comes from God leads to him. 

Thus we see “some good thing” found in the heart of Abijah, 
manifesting itself in the wicked house of Jeroboam, to the glory of 
Jehovah the God of Israel. O how highly honored are some who 
are converted to God’s glory and service in the morning of youth! 
while the sun of righteousness doth not rise upon others, till the 
sun of nature is near setting. Hath distinguishing grace made us to 
differ, as well from our former selves, as from others? Itisallfrom - 
the love of the Father through Jesus Christ, by the power of the _ 
Spirit. We have nothing whereof to glory in ourselyes, nor over 
others; it is our duty to confess it with our lips, and manifest it in 
our lives. May it encourage us daily to walk in faith and love. 

' “The just shail live by faith,” Heb. x, 38. DS Set ees 
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Let no man Beguile you of your reward —Col. fi. 18. > 


Tuere is a present reward of grace enjoyed in the hearts of 
the faithful, which consists in pardon of sin, peace of conscience, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. These are the rewards of Jesus’ toils 
and sufferings for us. Since an artful and subtle serpent hatlf ¢ gained 
access to the human heart, we can never be warned too much to 
beware of men. Satan deceived man at the beginning by means of 
part of himself. He still beguiles men by man. Though the adver- 
sary cannot pluck one of Christ’s sheep out of his hands, nor rob the 
loving Saviour of one of the precious jewels of his mediatorial crown, 
still we are to consider him as a restless, implacable foe, who will 
strive by all means to perplex and distress our souls. Has Jehovah 
Jesus appeared to us in the vision of faith? Hath he spoken to our 

trembling hearts in-his word and by his Spirit, as he did to the 
‘father of the faithful? “Fear not, I am thy shield, and thy exceeding 
great reward,’ Gen-xv. 1. Like the oracles in. the Olympie 
games, we must.expect false judges, corrupted umpires, who will 
judge against us ; determine the prize contrary to our faith and hope 
in free-grace promises and sovereign determinations. 

) They will judge against the truth and glory of our prize, as though 
we were not complete in Christ Jesus ; as though we were not wise 
by his wisdom ; righteous by his righteousness ; holy by his holiness ; 
perfectly redeemed from all sin, curse and wrath, by his complete 
redemption ; but that somewhat is to be found and trusted to in 
nature and self, to. entitle us to God’s grace, and secure to us a 


crown of glory. Blessed admonition! “Let no man beguile you,” 


judge against you, ye frec-born, heaven-born souls, concerning the 
perfect freeness, and infinite fulness of your prize, your reward, 
Jesus. For by this they would weaken your fuith, disturb your 
peace, and oppose your comfort. So they would beguile you to run 


-uncertainly ; as though your hopes were suspended on your own 


faithfulness to grace, your fulfilling terms and conditions,’ whereby 
to secure the prize. Ever reject such selfish, mercenary, base, 
compounding notions with detestation ; as contrary to covenant love 
and gospel, grace ; dishonoring to our precious Saviour, and grieving 
to the holy, sovereign Spirit, who bears witness, that “ there is a 
remnant according to the election of grace ; that the prize is ad- 
judged to them “by grace, not of works; otherwise eeaee is no 
more grace ; but if it be of works, then it is no more of grace; other- 
wise work is no more work,” Rom, xi. 5, 6- 


Firm as the earth thy gospel stands, His honor is engag”d to save 
My Lord, my hope, my trust ; Whe meanest of his sheep 5 P 
Kf1am found in Jesus’ hands, ' All that his heawnly Father gare, 


‘My soul can ne’er be lost, Eis hands se 7" keep. 


. 


184 JUNE 20. 
Verily thow art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israél 


the Saviour.—lIsa. xiv. 15. 


Movryrne under a sense of sin, and complaining of inbred 
corruptions, are consistent with faith in Jesus, and rejoicing in his 
salvation. Sorrowing under the painful sense of an absent God, has 
been the experience of saints in all ages; few, if any; have been 
exempt from it. And this is an evidence that’ they have felt his com- 
forting presence, enjoyed the smiles of his love, and rejoiced in the 
light of his countenance. So the life and love of the soul is mani- 
fested.’ A christian is known by his sorrows, as well as joys. He 
sorrows after a godly sort. 

But why should a God of love hide himself from his dear children? 
We may say, he is a sovercign, and answer in the words of Ehhu, 
Job xxxiii. 13, “ He giveth not account of any of his matters.” But 
it is most sweet to say with David, «Continually let the Lord be 
magnified, who hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servants,” 
Psalm xxxv.27. Therefore when God hides himself from the souls 
of his believing children, it is in love, wisdom, and faithfulness. to 
them ; it is to advance his own glory, and to further the prosperity 
of their souls. But he never leaves himself without a witness in. 
their hearts, for we see the church addresses him though he hideth 
himself—sweetly applies to him as Jesus the only Saviour, and 
utters her complaints before him, “« Thou hidest thyself,” and T am 
troubled. So the withdrawing of the comforting warmth of the sun, 
makes vegetable nature droop and languish, and it mourns in silent 
sadness. But the root is still alive, and it will, when the sun returns, 
bring forth its fruit in due season. Backward springs, often produce 
the most plentiful harvest. So the Lord teaches his sovereignty, 
roots the soul in humility, prevents the growth of spiritual pride, 
reproves a careless walk, chides for worldly-mindedness, causes 
great searchings of heart, embitters sin, excites to holy mourning, 
calls forth earnest longings, restless seekings, and fervent prayings. 
“© Saw ye him whom my soul loveth {” will be the restless enquiry of 
a loving, deserted heart. I cannot live without him: his presence is 
heaven ; his absenceis hell, Soul, ever beware of lending thine ear 
for a moment to any base suggestion, contrary to this sweet declara- 
tion of an unchanging God of truth and love: “Ina Litre wrath I 
hid my face from thee for a MoMEN'’, but with everlasting kindness 
will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord, ray Redeemer,” Isa. 
liv. 8. : 

a 5 
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¢ How boundless is our Father’s grace, . What tho’ f mourn an hiding God, 
‘Inheightanddepthandlength: -——-His fuithfulness I trust, 

{ He made his son our righteousness, | His word, his love, can never fail 5 
¢ His Spirit is our strength,’ The Lord Tserve--{s just. IM. 
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God is no respecter of persons: But inevery nation he that 
JSeareth God and worketh righteousness, is accepted with 
him.—Acts x. 34, 35. 


Ir is acommon, artful device of thy adversary to insinuate, 
“ one part of scripture opposes and contradicts another.” Hereby he 
aims to distress the minds, weaken the confidence of disciples, and 
to render the doctrines of grace of no esteem. The unlearned and 
unstable in the truths of free grace salvation, “wrest this, as they 
do also other texts of scripture, to their own destruction.” It was 
farthest from St. Peter to make this declaration) to subvert the fun- 
damental truths of the gospel, and the one ouly way of salvation taught 
by himself; namely, by “election, according to the fore-knowledge . 
of God the Father, through the sanctification of the Spirit unto obedi- 
ence, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ,” 1 Pet. 1. 2. 

But he now perceived of a truth that this blessing came equally 
alike upon Gentiles as well as Jews. “ God is no respecter of per- 
sons.” This isa most comfortable truth to the vilest of the human 
race. There is nothing that claims respect in the person of one man 
above another in the sight of God. “ All are alike corrupt and 
become abominable. There is naturally no fear of God betore our 
‘eyes. There is none that doth good; no not one.” There is no 
difference. Jew and Gentile, publican and pharisee, outwardly 
devout, and openly prophane, are all upona level in point of justi-. 
fication before God. Enlightened souis see and own this in deep | 
humility, and self-abasement : while proud pharisees:chalienge and 
claim respect from God, because they think their persons and cha- 
raters are more amiable in his sight than others. 

But saith Moses, “ The Lord your Godis a mighty and terrible 
God, who regardeth not persons, nor take the reward,” Deut. x. 17, 
‘What reward can poor sinners give to procure God’s regard, bribe 
his justice, or avert his wrath? Do they naturally fear God and work 
righteouspess in order to this? Lay thine hand upon thine heart, 
O soul; judge as in the sight of God. Say, was this thy natural 
conduct and patience towards him ? God knoweth, to hite him and 
svork wickedness is the natural state and practice of thee and of all 
But yet he that feareth God and worketh righteousness, be 
is accepted with God. For this is a iull. 
the beloved Jesus.” The Lord puts his 
g to covenant promise, Jer. xxxii. 40, 
ur practice 


Tt 


men. 
he who or what he will, 
proof of being “accepted in 
fear in one’s heart accordin 
He renews us in righteousness and true holiness. Hence o P 
is agreeable to our state. Prayers and alms come up belore the 
Lord as a memorial of what he has done on the heart. And “ the 
— Lord over all, is rich in mercy to all that call upon bim, 
Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord; shall be saved,” 
Rom, x. 12,13. 


186 “FONE 22. ane 


Which " nok another (gospel), but there be sohee that 
trouble you and would pervert the gospet of Christ.— 
Gal. i. 7. 4 


!.  Trovsze us indeed ! it is our wisdom to hear preaching with an 
attentive mind, an humble heart, and a godly jealousy over what is 
spoken. The sweet sound of the gospel is joy to the heart, and-as 
marrow and fatness to the soul ; for it bis ig nothing but good 
news of glad tidings. This is its name: its nature and proper ties 
perfectly agree therewith. Here it is called, Acts xx. 24, The 
gospel of the grace of God; or good news of his free favor. And 
Ephes.i. 13, “ The gospel of salvation; or glad tidings of salvation 
by Christ only.” It was the wisdom of Adam to distinguish and give 
va proper name to every creature of God. Every christian should 


imitate him in knowledge, to distinguish the law from thegospel, and 


to call each by its proper name. For when the law of works and gos- 
pel of grace are blended together,it puzzles the mind and disturbs the 
eonscience. We may say of the gospel, as Tertullus said of Cesar, 
s By thee we enjoy great quietness,” Acts xxiv. 2. For by it the 
mind and conscience of the believer is filled with peace and comfort. 
From hence springs his love to God, and holy conformity to his will. 
But preaching terms and conditions to be performed by us, in order 
to entitle to gospel grace, hath a native tendency to distress the mind, 
weaken faith, damp love, deject hope, and of consequence make the 
believer less zealous of bed works. Yet, through blindness and 
ignorance, some call this gospel ; but Paul denies it: he says, “ It 
is not another,” he won’t mention gospel. It‘deserves not the name; 
itisa mere system of man’s devising. O butif there is great talk 


’ ef the interest of morality, and a specious pretence to holiness, this 


makes a great shew in the flesh, so-as to trouble some, and deceive 
many. But such “prevent the gospel of Christ; the everlasting 


gospel.” For that proclaims eternal election, everlasting love, an 
established covenant of grace ; brings everlasting consolations to the 


soul, by an everlasting righteousness through faith: and sure and 


“certain salvation to every believer. The gosjel, like some stately 


ship, is richly laden with the most munificent blessings of the patri+ 
mony of our Father; the last will and testame:-: of our precious 
Saviour, freely consigned under the testimony of the Spirit, to us 
poor, lost, perishing sinners. O believer ! study the immense value 
and riches of the gospel: be on thy guard, lest any deprive thy mind 
ofits freencss and fulness. Gospel-perverters are conscience-troub= 
Jers,” ‘Listen not to their specious guiles, lest thy mind be perplexed... 
Glory. to our God, here is our mercy; though false teachers shall 
arise, though they may trouble, yet “it is impossible, saith our 
Saviour, that they dhould wrote the elect of God,” Matt.xxiv.2 4. 


, 


’ 
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Yind the counsel of peace shall be betw 7 hem: both 
Zech. vi. 13. ; fe ene Wek 


Wirn what rapture and ecstacy of soul the good old patriarch 
Israel heard of his son Joseph? Not only alive, but also governor of; 


‘the land of Egypt. “ Z¢ is enough,” said he. As though he could 


enjoy no more. How then ought the hearts of poor sinners to be 
filled with joy, and fired with transport to hear that their friend and 
brother, Jesus, lives for evermore ; that “ the government is upon 
his shoulders: that he is their King and their Priest upon his 
throne: that the counsel of peace is established, fixed and unalterably 
established, between the Father and him on their account! Surely, 
if we believe this, as verily as Jacob believed the report concerning 
his son, we shall also cry out with him, J¢ is enough, perfectly suf- 


ficient. More joyful news cannot be heard. More comfortable truth - 


cannot be believed. Fuller evidence cannot be desired. Stronger 
proofs cannot be given than is revealed of the covenant-transactions 
of the adorable trinity, in behalf of sinners of mankind. 

Here is the Lord of hosts, and the man, the blessed man, who 
is called the branch. And see we not the third person in the divine 
essence? For the establishing of faith, be it ever remembered, 
though the Father and the Son only are often mentioned in scrip- 
ture, yet the Lord the Spirit in his office is evidently to be seen and 
clearly to be known. For whatever is covenanted and agreed between 
God the Father and Son, is manifested and revealed and enjoyed in 
the heart by the holy Spirit. We had never heard of this blessed 
‘peace, had it not been by the Holy Ghost through the word of truth. 


Therefore it is “the Spirit that bears witness, because the Spiritis © 


truth,”.1 John v. 6. Ever bear this in thy mind, disciple. As 
thou hadst not known sin, but by the daw: so thou couldst not have 
any knowledge of peace and pardon, but bythe gospel through the 
Spirit. He is the revealer, sealer and applier of all grace, peace, 
love and holiness. The love of the Father is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us.” “ He shall testify of'me,” 
saith Jesus: all my members shall be taught of him: “He shall. 
glorify me,” John xvi. 15. Here is a peace established between 
heaven and earth: between the righteous Lord and sinful man, frm 
‘as a rock, durable as the ages of eternity. * 


God the Father is the author of this peace. Jesus hath obtained 


this peace by the blood of his cross. . Rebels and traitors against God, 


are made the subjects of this peace. The Spirit begets faith-in the 


heart. He applies the grace of God which passeth all understanding 
to the soul through the faith of Jesus. And though all in nature, 
sin, satan, and the world are‘at war with us; still this is our glory, 
%* Jesus isour peace,” Ephi fi. 14.0 °  # 
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188 JUNE 24, 


In the multitude of my thoughts within me, thy comforts 
delight my soul.—Psalm XCIV. 19. hee 


Vain thoughts and carnal reasonings, fike impertinent visitors, 
often intrude upon the christian’s mind, In this depraved state it 
cannot be otherwise. ‘Though born again of the Spirit, and our 
minds renewed by grace ; still our old friends, our present foes, the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, will furnish us with various exercises 
from troublesome thoughts. That they do cause grief, are prayed - 
against, and resisted, is a blessed evidence of a regenerate soul ; 
which is also fed, delighted, and oeeaipnin with the spiritual truths 
ef God’s gracious word. 

' There are frequent seasons when’ God’s dear children are exercis- 
ed with distressing, gloomy thoughts. Afflictions are painful and 
eriévous to the flesh; then how naturally do these murmuring and 
repining thoughts arise ? « Are these the tokens of God’s love? how 
gan I who am thus visited with such sorrow, pain, and trouble, think 
the Lord loves me with the love of a tendér father, or that I am his 
child ?” The sight of our vile polluted nature, corrupt lusts, sinful 
passions and affections, sink and discourage our spirits. A multi- 
tude of thoughts arise within ; how can T have faith in Jesus, love to 
him, ‘and delight in his ways, while I find so much in me contrary 
to his will, and unconformed to his image? If the Lord hides away 
his face, and withdraws the comforting sense of his presence, then 
these dejecting thoughts beset us: God is acting in wrath against 

us—his mercy is clean gone forever. And with the church we are * 
apt to think, “The Lord hath forsaken me: ny Lord hath Forgotten ' 
me,” Isa. xlix. 14. 

“This is all very natural. But what says the voice of grace ? Most 
cheering, mostdelighting to the harrassed mind. «+ Many are the 
troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delivers out of them all :” 
““As many as‘I love, I rebuke and chasten,” Rev. ili. 19. “ Can 
a woman forget a sucking child, that she should not have compassion 
off the son of her womb? Yea, she may forget; but I will not forget 
thee,” Isa xlix. 15: «This man (Jesus) receiveth sinners,” Luke 
xv. 2. His blood cleanseth from all sin,’ 1:John‘i.7. 

God’s immutable love, unchangeable: covenant, eternal truth, sa-— 
ered word, precious promises, and solemn oath, all stand engaged for 
the sefety and salvation of souls redeemed by Jesus: who saith, « He 
that believeth on me shall sever perish,” John iii. 15. Shall any 
or all the powers of earth and hell make J esus, the God of tr uth, a 
liar ?. The bible‘is the christian’s charter. It is our wisdom to study 
that, and to judge of God’s love from his word and promises, not by 
our circumstances, trials, frames and feelings :,For, . 

Whate’er thou found’st him at the best. Christ rests forever in his love; 

He’st at the worst the same. He never lost his fame. 


4 


JUNE 25, 189 
When my soul fainted within me, Iremembered the Lord; 


and my prayer came in unto thee, into —" holy tem- 
ple.—IJonah ii. 7. at 


In the prophet Jonah’s conduct we have a true picture of human 
mature, in its strong opposition to the power and grace of God. 
Though Jesus clothes his-saints with rightcousness, and the Spirit 
sanctifies and renews them in the spirit of their minds; yet pride, 
obstinacy, and self-will still dwell in their corrupt, fallen nature. 
The Spirit of truth and wisdom hath discovered the vile sins of his 
eminent prophets and faithful people; as well as their holy graces. 
This proves asa touch-stone to us, to try whether we have received 
the true grace of God in our hearts. A regenerate soul will never 
draw any encouragement to indulge himself in sin and rebellion 
against God, because he reads of David’s complicated sins of murder 
and adultery ; of Jonah’s fleeing from, and provoking behaviour to 
God; or of Peter’s sad denial of Jesus with abominable oaths and 
curses. If scripture truths proves as poison, it is only to reprobate. 
minds. They are ever wholesome food to sanctified hearts. Such 
behold in the fall of the saints of old, the evils to which themselves 
are ever liable. Ifthey are kept, they are humble; and give the 
dear Saviour all the glory. Ifthey are fallen low, they remember 
the Lord. “I remembered the Lord,’”’ says Jonah. Grace creates 
a good heart-memory, where there is a bad head-memory. The 
soul can never forget the Lord Christ. It calls to mind the Lord’s 
loye, and how he dealt with his people of old. They see his loving 
kindness, faithfulness and truth, never failed them. 

Hence the Holy Spirit stirs up and encourages poor, broken heart 
ed backsliding souls to trust in a God of covenant love. A sense of 
pain brings the body into a weak, fainting state. Soa sense of siny ~ 
fear of God’s wrath, the hidings of his face in Christ Jesus, makes 
the soul faint and languid. But in the lowest ebb of hope, and under 
the weakest frames of soul, the sanctified memory, though it bears 
a faithful record of past sins, yet it is also a precious repository of 
God’s free-grace truths, and most precious promises in Christ Jesus. 
His human nature is the temple, in which God and man meet; to _ 
which sinners look ; and through which grace is bestowed. Hence » 
the poor soulis excited to mourn under the displeasure of an offended 
Father; and yet to cry to him in hope against hope ; to pray to him 
in faith, though it has not one encouraging symptom in nature and 
self: but looking forall in Jesus. O most blessed words frem the 

‘Father to humble believing souls; “1 will remember their sins no 
more,” Jer, xxxi, 34. , 
Vou. f. Z 
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And now, little ildcen abide in him ; that when he shall 
appear. we may have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming.—1 John ii. 28, 


‘A purnr child dreads the fire :’ so a soul who has fallen inte 
any snare of the enemy, when rescued by grace, fears the same evil 
and wisely cautions his brethren against it. - I fell, do you beware. 
So it was even with the beloved disciple John. He did not abide by 
J esus in the day of trial; but, with the rest of his discipies, forsook 
him and fled. But who can tell the sorrow of his heart? who can 
paint the distress of his mind and the shame of his face, when Jesus 
appeared to them, and John said, “ It is the Lord?” John KK 7a 

And is Jesus gone but for a season? will he assuredly come again 


_and take all his little children home? and do we expect his eppear- 


ance ? do we believe we shall shortly see him in the glory of his 
Father and of his holy angels? What constancy and courage should 
‘this inspire us with! how ought christian soldiers to abide in Jesus 
the captain of their salvation; abide in a steady profession of his 
hame; in a firm reliance upon his death and atonement; in a con- 
fident hope of being righteous in him; “accepted in him the beloved git 
in an uninterrupted obedience to his will, and an earnest endeavour to 
follow his example ! and above all, to abide in child-like dependence 
upon him, loving to be near him, conversiig freely with him, pour- 
ing out our hearts before him, simply telling him of our weakness 
and dangers, our troubles and sorrows, and praying him to keep. us 
from falling. This is sweet and pleasant, thus always to abide in 
the faith of our Lord. The more we thus delight ourselves in the 
Lord, the more we grow dead to all things beside him. But, souly- 
be assured that conforming toa vain world, complying with its sinful 
customs, gratifying the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life ; as this is not abiding in the teachings of Jesus, it 
will weaken thy confidence in him, and bring shame upon thy soul 
before him. Thou findest it so even now, when thou dost approach 
unto’ his throne of grace. How often, from thy foolish forsaking 
thy master and his ways, have thy hauds been made to hang downy. 
thy knees feeble, thy heart faint ! O how hath holy boldness in Jesus 
forsaken thee, and shame and doubts and fears overspread thee ! O 


~ then if thou hast any regard for the glory of thy Lord, any concern 


for thy present peace and joy, study and pray to live and walk so as 
to enjoy the presence of thy Saviour. P 


i cannot bear thy absence, Lord ; I was not born for earth er sim, 
IMly ite expires if thou depart ; .. Nor ean Itive on things so vile ; 


Be thov, my heart, still near my God, "Yet will I stay my Father’s time, 
And thon, my God, be near my heart, And hope and wait for heav’n awhile: 
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And shall not God avenge his own elect, which ery day and 
night to him, though he bear long with them ?—Luke 
XVill. 7. oe 
Turis question implies the strongest assertion. Thus our Lord 
concludes a parable he had deliveved to this end, “that men ought 
always to pray and not to faint.” Our Saviour well knew how ready 
his disciples” hands are to hang down and their hearts,to grow languid 
and faint, so as to be remiss in thisduty. Therefore his loving 
heart would stir up and encourage them to a constant perseverance 
in prayer ; assuring them that God’s ears are ever open to their cry, 
and his omnipotent arm would most certainly avenge the enemies of 
his own elect, and surely deliver them from all their troubles. Hath 
the Lord loved his people with an everlasting love? hath he chosen 
them in Christ Jesus from before the foundation of the worid? hath 
he given them the precious faith of his own elect, and the cry of his 
children, Abba, Father? and shall an unjust judge deliver one whom 
he cares not for, and the just and holy Lord leave any of his beloved 
little ones to the power of any adversary ? Q, believer, never indulge =“ 
such an hard thought of thy heavenly Father! Doth sin make thee 
ery? satan cause thee to call? the world excite thee to complain ? 
‘Blessed be God for a throne of grace to go to, and an all-powerful 
King to protect and conquer for us. Duty is thine; be careful not 
to neglect it. Deliverance 1s the Lord’s ; be assured in his own time, 
way and manner, thou shalt receive it. Remember, one moment be- 
fore thy Lord’s time would not be thy mercy. 
Thy prayers, however frequent or fervent, do not influence the 
- Lord to elect and chuse thee to salvation. No; but the cry of a. 
heart believing in Jesus is an evidence of election. Therefore thou 
artin Christ always acceptable to God; so are thy prayers through 
him: “The prayer of the upright is his delight,” Prov. xv. 8. 
Though thy comfort may be often damped through the coldness and 
deadness of thy prayers ; yet art thou to persevere conscientiously "Ss 
in thy duty. Why? To profess thy subjection to the Lord: “ Heis 
thy Lord, worship thou him,” Psalm xlvii. 11. Therefore prefer 
a cold prayer before none at all. Beiter to bring words that wanta ~ 
soul, than neglect to bring our bodies which have no souls in them ; 
« Take with you words,” Hos. xiv. 2, and say, if you cannot take 
the spirit and pray. This is the only foundation of hope of being 
heard, not our frames in duty; but the prevalency of Christ’s in- 
tercession for us before the throne, and the faithful promises of God 
in him by the word and spirit ef uth. “ Continue in prayer,” 
Cal. iy. 2. ; : 
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Straitis the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto 
life; and few there be that find it.—Matt. vil. 14. 


So Jesus taught. But teachers in every age have taught a broad 
way and wide gate. The greatest part of professors have readily re- 
ceived their doctrine. This isa melancholy truth, Therefore Jesus 
adds, “ Beware of false prophets.” Itis the sole prerogative of the 
king of saints to open a gate and make a way to his own kingdom. 
Glory to our God, who in sovereign grace and everlasting love hath 
done this. The gospel proclaims, “(free welcome : come who will ¢ 
enter freely, without money and without price. Jesus is the strait 
gate of God’s love, the only gate of righteousness: by him we enter 
with access to God, stand perfectly justified and graciously accepted 
beforehim. Jesus is thenarrow way. By the blood of his crosshe hath 
made peace, atoned for the sins of transgressors by one offering. 
Hence called strait and narrow, because the only way to life is by one 
man, one righteousness, oze atonement. Thus it is a gate of love: 
away of grace. Too strait a gate for blind men to see: too narrow 
a way for proud, natural men to submit to walkin. Hence “few 
there be that find it.’”? . But it is very awful to think of, whoever takes 
any other way or aims to enter by any other gate, goeth in the broad 
toad to everlasting destruction. His boldness and confidence is no 
proof that he is right ; buta melancholy sign that he is blind and de- 
ceived. For “the way of a fool is right in his own eyes,” Provi 
xii. 15. And “there is a way which seemeth right untoa man; but 
the end thereof are the ways of death,’ Proy.xiv..12.. But whoever 
enters the kingdom by Jesus, feeds in the pastures of grace, truth. 
and love ; he drinks of the river of consolation, and shall be nourishe 
ed up to eternal life. Like a person who takes up his residence for 
life, ina more delightful kingdom than he was born in; so the believer 
is conformed to the laws, speaks the language of the New- Jerusalem, 
and “hates the garments spotted with the flesh.” Thus the Holy 

Spirit leads the blind by the way they knew not, even the right way 
to peace, love, holiness, happiness, eternal life and salvation. Thus 
to a “little flock itis the Father’s good pleasure to give the king- 
dom.” By his word he directs them: by his Spirit he guides them : 
by his love he comforts them : by afflictions he profits them : by con« 

" viction of sin he humbles them : by the prospects of hope he animates 


them. All this is to make them walk steadily in Christ, who ie 
the way. 


Christiis the sure foundation stone, Chosen of God, to sinners dear, 
Which God in Zion lays, And saints adore the name ; 
To build our heavenly hopes upon, They trust their whole salvation kexe; 
And his eternal praise. - Nor shail they suffer shame. 
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The Lord is in his holy temple + Let all the earth keep 
silence before him.—Hab. ii. 20. 


Wuart God’s people of old were favored with in type and 
figure, we now enjoy in reality and substance. The temple of old 
was an eminent type ‘of the body of Jesus. In it Jehovah made his 
presence known. Here troubled conscience sought relief. The 
mercy-seat was set up for poor sinners to approach to. Here Jeho- 
vah was consulted From hence he spoke in grace and love to his 
people, and silenced every guilty fear. Thus God was in his holy 
temple : thus God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself. 
Was this ministration glorious in the eyes of spiritual worshippers ? 
How doth ours exceed in glory? The fulness of the godhead dwelt 
bodily in Jesus. This is the temple in which God delights to dwell. 
Hence grace is dispensed, peace communicated, mer¢y bestowed, 
life and salvation freely given.” 

Here, christian, believe and adore; behold and wonder; look and 
admire ; admire and love! Jesus is the Lord thy God, worship thou 
him—Hear the gracious words that are spoken from this living cem- 
ple. efi silence, at the last and most joyful words Jesus spoke, 
Itis finished: my Father’s work is done, my dear member’s  saiva- 
tion is completed. | Hear'this with joy, meditate on it with love, let 
the voice of pride and self-righteousness be exalted no more, hear 
the voice of Jesus only. So shali words of legal terror and wrath be 
silenced : conscience shall be at peace ! the murmuring cry, and the 
Tustful desires of the flesh shall cease Thus attend the voice of 
Jesus. Silence every carnal cavil: every iofty word and proud 
imagination, which exalt themselves against him. é 

Doth the Lord thus speak in and from his temple to his children ? 
Yea more, he dwells in them. Each sanctified member of Jesus is 
also called his holy temple, 1 Cor. iii. 17. What exalted honor 
are believers called to! “ Your bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost !”? chap. vi. 19. Most powerful motive to holiness ! Be atten- 
tive to the voice of Jesus within. The temple of thy heart is the 
throne of his residence. Here he speaks comfort to the troubled 
conscience: like as Jesus spoke to the tempestuous sea, “ Pvace, 
be still.’ And as‘he called to his affrighted disciples, “Itis I, be 
not afraid :” so to the listening soul, who saith, “ I will watch to hear 
what he will say”—-to every waiting heart at his fect, Jesus will 


° 


speak silence to the clamors of the law, the commotions of sin, and 


. UE. © 


the accusations of satan. hell 


- 
Send comforts down from thy right hand, And in thy temple let us see 
“While we pass thro’ thisbharrenland, A glimpse oflove, a glimpse of thee, 


\ 
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He will guide you into all truth.—Jobn xvi. 15. 


Our Lord here gives his disciples a farther exhibition ef the 
ébvenant of grace, and a fuller display of the grace of the covenant. 
Here isa full proof of the personality of the Holy Spirit, and also of 
his sovereignty in his operations and influences upon his members. 
Christ did not tell his apostles, as some ignorantly talk, “If ye will 
but be yielding and tractable, and suffer my Spirit to lead you, ye 
shall enjoy his kind assistance.” No: this were to degrade the glory 
of this divine agent, to exalt the pride of the creature, and render 
the gracious guidance of the Spirit dependent upon the will of the 
flesh. As though instead of being the cause of life, he was to be 
only a mere auxiliary to aid and assist man’s pious motions and -good 
dispositions. Far be such thoughts from our hearts. All glory 
fo this heavenly paraclete, “ he will work, and who shall let him ?” 
He will guide into the whole truth of covenant-love and salvation 
by Jesus Christ. This is the adorable person the Spirit is to testify 
of, and to glorify in the sight, heart and affections of his people. 
‘The apostles themselves were at this time in much ignorance about, 
and strong prejudices against many things concerning Jesus. As to 


‘the nature of his kingdom, they still dreamed of the grandeur of a 


temporal one. heir prejudices were great in favor of their own 
nation, and they thought “God was a respecter of persons :” of 
Jews above Gentiles; and were very hardly brought to give up the 
types and shadows, particularly the sign of the covenant-circumcision, 
as not fully seeing that Jesus the substance was really come, who is 
essentially the truth itself. 

There is no hope for poor guilty sinners but in the truth. For 
when the Lord declares his name to Moses, this is a part of it, “I will 
by no means clear the guilty,” Exod. xxxiv. 7. This must be 
-very distressing to sensible sinners. ‘I know one who has found it so. 
My poor soul has been sadly distressed with this text. But the Spirit 
teaches that the truth of God is inviolably preserved, while the guilty 


_ sinner is perfectly saved in the Lord Jesus, with an everlasting salva- 


tion. Jesus stood as our guilty substitute. The Lord laid-all our 
iniquities upon him. He suffered as our surety all the wrath due 
to our transgressions, “and with his stripes we are healed,” Isa. 


lili, 5. The reputed guilty died. The real guilty become guiltless. _ 


“ His blood cleanseth them from all sin,” 1 John i. 7: “God is 


Just while he is che justifier of the ungodly sinner who believes in 


Jesus,” Rom. iil. 26, Glory tothe condescending Lord, who leads 
us out ofthe destructive paths of natural pride, self-will, and self- 


_ vighteousness, “ and gives us repentance to the acknowledging of the 


truth,” John xvii. 17, 


truth,” 2 Tim. ii, 25—¢ that we may be sanctified through the 
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Let us hold fast the profession of ‘our faith without waver- 
ing: (for he ts faithful that promised ).—Heb., x. 23. 


Poor christian! thy profession is envied by the malice of devils; 
itis the scorn and ridicule of natural men ; and is contrary to thy 
carnal reason. Hence thou hast the combined force of a threefold 
alliance in. arms against thee ; if that by any means they may rob 
thee of thy hope. Happy christian ! who like thy blessed master, 
in the face of every adversary, hast “ witnessed a good profession,” 
4 Tim. vi. 13. What an animating exhortation backed with a most 
precious assertion is this! Thou must expect to be assulted.by the 
rage of devils, treated with scorn and contempt from wicked men 3 
and often put toa stand by the carnal reasonings of thy flesh. Here 
is thy duty: “hold fast’? in spite of all opposition: hold fast the 
truths of God. “It is written,” is sufficient to silence every carnal - 
argument, to support thy soul against every attack from the wisdom 
of this world. ‘With this weapon thy blessed master put satan to 
flight. - Thus defend thyself with the sword of. the Spirit against 
every foe. Thus encourage thy soul daily to “ hold fast its profes- 
sion.”. God’s revealed truths are faith’s objects, faith’s confidence, 
faith’s security ; for God’s foundation standeth sure. “ He is faith- 
ful that promised.” Why then should thy mind at any time waver, 
agitate, or be tosted to and fro? The foundation of God standeth 
sure. To confide in the word, promises, and oath of a faithful, 
covenant-keeping, promise-fulfilling God, is the glory of thy soul 
and glorifies thy Lord. Is Jesus thy profession? is all thy hope in 
him? all thy expectation from him? Is he thy all for pardon, for 
righteousness, for sanctification, for wisdom, and eternal redemp-- 
tion? dost thou profess him thy alpha and omega ? Then be careful 
for nothing but to please him—fear thou nothing but what may 
offend him. Whilst thou lockest to him only, thou wilt be of good 
courage. Remember thy foes are his conquered enemies. When 
they oppose, attack, assault, it is to try thy faith, that thou mayest 
glorify him the more. What hast thou already ? Hast thou not thy 
Lord’s faithful word; his precious promises ; his solemn cath, all 
pledged for thy safety and salvation? Hast thou not found peace of 
conscience, comfort of heart, joy of soul in Jesus? Then cleaye 
close to him: hold fast by him. Eyer plead (not thy own) but his 
faithfulness. Attend his sweet call from heaven above to all his 
conflicting members below: “ That.which ye have alzeadyyyhotd 








fast till I come,” Rev. il. 25. ‘ ; + 
: > 5 a 

The fearful soul, that tires and faints, * Lord, let not all my hopes be vein, f 

And wallss tle ways of God no move, aCreate my heart entirely new, 

Ts Itt esteem’d almost a saint, eee Which hypocrites could ner attain; ‘ 


And mates his own destenetion sure. “AWW hich base apostates never knew. 


196 JULY 2. 


A new heart also will. I give you, and a new spirit will I 
put within you: and I will take away the stony heart 
out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
——Hizek. xxxvi. 26, 3 


Wuar absolute declarations are here ! all display the sovereign 
will and almighty favor of a covenant God. As God’s heart of Jove 
is towards his people in Christ, so his spirit of power works in them 
according to the counsel of his will. Hence they know, love and 
serve him. By the blood of Jesus their sins are pardoned and their 
consciences cleansed from guilt. By the Spirit of Jesus they are in- 
wardly sanctified from their filthiness and idols: a new heart and a 
new spirit is put within them ; and they ate enabled to walk in his 
statutes, and keep his judgments. Thus “all things are of God, who 
hath reconciled us unto himself by Jesus Christ,” 3 Cor. v. 17, TS. 
“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. Old things are past 
away ; behold, all things are become new.” 

‘A christian,’ as Luther says, ‘is anew creature in a new world.’ 
He has a new heart; he is under a new government; serves a new. 
master, obeys new laws; is actuated by new fears, influenced by new ~ 
_ loye, animated with new delights and new joys. « Ah,’ says a disciple, 

‘this is sweet in theory and true in doctrine ; but in experience I find 
and feel to my grief an old nature of sin and unbelief; and groan under 
a body of death.’ This is also very true : yea it is perfectly consistent 
with a state of regeneration. Saints of God in all ages found it so, - 
The Lord in this very text, accounts for it: «] will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.’* 
Naturally thy heart is hard asa stone. Thou couldst neither feel sin, 
raourn for sin, nor be humbled undera sense of sin, but through the 
biood of Jesus applied by the Spirit in believing the truth: thou hast 
a soft, tender, yielding heart, a heart of flesh, susceptible of impres- 
sions, looking to Jesus by faith, melted by Jove, and mourning for sin. 
Though the king's daughter, the lamb’s wife is all-elorious within, 
though her clothing is of wrought gold; yet she is unhappily allied 
to a base, wretched, churlish Nabal. Hence, though “ thou hast no 
confidence in the flesh, and in it dwells no good thing ;” yet thou dost. 
: ‘delight in the law of God after the inward man; and hast continual 
cause of rejoicing in Christ Jesus, “Phil iii, 3.00 


Our heart, that flinty stubborn thing, “And every motion of our souls 
Phat terrors cannot move, To swift obedience draw. - 
That fears no'threat? nings of God’s wrath, 


Thus will } ur salvati 
Shall be disgolv'd witags, us will he pour salvation down, 


aes : ! And we shall vender praise ; 
There shall his saered Spirit dwell, We the dear people of his love, . 
And deep engrave hislaw, _ And he our God of grace. 


, 
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ys meee hear my she I know them, and they follow 
me.—John xX. 27. . 


. 


ALL our mercies in time and eternity flow from tcbad ‘knowing 
us as his sheep. To all such salvation is certain; both asto present 
_ grace and future glory: As a shepherd knoweth every sheep com« 
mitted to his care; so doth our good shepherd. All his sheep were 
everlastingly beloved of the Father, “chosen in Christ before the 
foundation of the world,” and given to Jesus in the eternal counsel. 
He became surety for them, he redeemed them to God by his own, 
blood. ‘Hence he calls them “my sheep,” mine by gift—mine by 
redemption. Thus he hath a distinct knowledge of them, and 
Special property in them. “ For “died Jesus as a fool dieth ?” spilt he’ 
his precious blood at uncertainty ? paid he the dreadful debt of law and 
justice at a peradventure, whether any soul would receive the eternal 
benefit or not ? Surely no : for his undertaking was in infinite wisdom 
and counsel, as well as wonderful in grace and love. Jesus well 
knew the nature-state of his sheep. They were all gone astray and 
turned every one to his own way. They would all count their shep- 
herd an enemy and fly from him asa destroyer, if left to themselves. 
But Jesus saith, Iam the good shepherd. He inclines their ears to 
hear, and their hearts to believe in him; ‘to come to him as such 5 
and tofollow him. They have the properties of his own sheep: 
they give evidence of it. They live upon his word and feed upon his 
love. O alas! what deplorable circumstances were we all in when 
this’ sweet voice first reached our ears! when this powerful voice 
affected our hearts! It was a sound of glad tidings, love, and salva 
tion to lost sheep indeed. *It proved effectual to recall our souls from. 
the dangerous and destructive paths in which we had lost ourselves: 
Truly we also may say of Jesus, “never man spake like this man.” 
.The power of his voice begets obedience ; and, like the blind man 
restored to sight, we follow Jesus as the shepherd and bishop of our 
souls. We know he hath the words of eternal life. To whom them 
should we go but to him? and it is the delight of our souls to see the 
footsteps of our shepherd, that we may tread therein. Though, O 
soul, thou canst not see whether thy name is wrote in the Lamb’s 
book of life; yet in the light of the Spirit thou mayest read thy name 
in the book of grace, if thou hast heard the voice of Jesus, and art 
following him. Thou mayest safely conclude, “ the Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want,” Psalm xxiii. 


f 


The Lord my shepherdis, _ He leads me to the place 
Tshall be well supply’d; Where heay’nly pasture grows, 
Since he is mine, and I am his, _ Where living waters gently pass 
‘What ean I want beside ? And full salvation flows. 


Vou. I, Aa 
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Lf we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.—— 
lJ ohn i, 9. 

Dovsrttess there are many confessions of sin made by the lips 

of men which are vain and fruitless. Yea, a man may be under a 
sense of legal terror and wrath in his conscience ; and, like Judas, 
in the anguish of his spirit confess that he has sinned, and yet never 
obtain forgiveness from God... But every believer in Jesus is made 
a priest unto God, to offer spiritual sacrifices by Jesus Christ. And 
as the high-priest under the law laid both his hands upon the scape- 
goat and made confession of sin, Levit. xvi. 21; so the christian, 
every anointed one, lays both his hands of faith and hope on Jesus 
Christ, confessing the evil of sin, the desert of sin, the sin of his 
nature, and the sin of his life, and pleads for forgiveness. The 
sacrifice of Jesus is the alone object of his faith. And the blood of 
the Lamb is his only hope for pardon. This will be, the daily exer 
cise of believing souls; for we have daily need both of pardon and 
cleansing. . ' ” 

» Such souls, thus confessing sin, are not left in doubtful suspense. 

Do not argue, God is merciful and perhaps he may forgive sin: but 

through the perfection of the one atonement of Jesus, y the word 

of truth they are fully assured, God the Father absolutely will par-" 
don; not merely as an act of mercy, but because he is faithful and 
just. Faithful to his own word, his oath, his counsel and his 
covenant promise. Just to fulfil the engagements entered into with 
_ Jesus, and to bestow what the precious blood of his Son hath pro-* 
cured for poor sinners. The blood of Christ was the stipulated price 
for ail our sins. This, Christ as our surety hath paid to God. Te 
demand payment for that debt of the debtor, which his surety has’ 
paid, is not just. But God is just, he doth not this. And. thus 
through the faith of his heart the sinner is brought to make _con- 
fession of sin with his mouth, with godly sorrow and holy shame 
for sia; and sincere. abhorrence and detestation of sin. And lest 
such a soul should be “swallowed up with overmuch sorrow,” God 
the Spirit is just, he will assuredly “cleanse him from. all unrigh- 
teousness”—sprinkle his heart froma guilty conscience—cleanse his 
mind from'every guilty. fear, through the application, of the.blood of 
Jesus. So that the soul. shall have, “ the oil, of joy for mourning, 
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness,” Isa. Ixi. 3... 


And now the scales have left mine eyes, - When justice seiz’d. God’s only Son;j 


Nowl begin tosee; | tar, And put his soul to pain? 
ere) pee eth. a asian 5 Bb ig eo 
O the.eur s’. deeds Ty: sis have done :) Forgive my guilt, O prince of peace, 
What murd’rous things they be ! Norlet me wotindthee more; 
What, is’t for erimes that I had done, Hence from my heart, ye sins, be gone, 


My dearest Lord was slain, For Fesus I adore. 
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Wherein ye greatly rejoice, through now for a season (if 
~ need be) ye are in heaviness through aaeneors tenipta- 
' tions.-—1 Pet. 1. 6. , 


Tuover a christian be not always in a joyful frame, yet he has 
abundant cause to “ rejoice always.’’? Though many things may rob 
him of’ his frame, yet nothing can deprive him of the foundation of 
his comfort. Happy for us, this is permanent and abiding for ever: 
for itis founded in the love and truth of an unchangeable God. These 
disciples to whom the apostles wrote, “rejoice greatly.” Why? 
was it because they were perfectly delivered from a body of sin and 
death? that they were not like thee and me, O disciple, sinners? 
No; but the matter of their joy, the cause of their rejoicing was, 
their “ election according to the foreknowledge of God the Father— 
sanctification by the Spirit—sprinkling of the blood of ne ; being 
begotten to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus.” and the 
assurance of being “kept by the power of God through faith, unto 
salvation.” Wherein, “in these ‘soul-comforting truths ye Pathe 
rejoice,” saith Peter. 

Thus, believer, thou seest the streams that make glad the citizens 
of heaven, flow from the ocean of God’s everlasting love. The 
more thou drinkest of this water, it will allay the thirst of pride and 
self-righteousness, and make thy soul glory and rejoice in Christ 
Jesus alone But here is afull conviction, that these joyful souls 
were imprisoned in a body of sinful flesh: they had their heavy 
seasons ; were assaulted with manifold temptations; there was a 
seasons for them, and a need be also. So there is now. Wilt thou 
not be content to go the same path? canst thou expect freedom from 
such exercises? Deceive mot thyself. It-is all the.children’s lot; 
and the Father sees it as needful as our food: yea, he makes it 
profitable also. Whilst thou artin the flesh sin dwelleth in thee, 
temptation. will assault thee, heaviness and affliction will bow thee 
down. Soul-exercises are faith’s trials. In the issue they are made 
world-conquering, creature-humbling, Jesus-endearing heavenly- 
longing blessings. “Iam oppressed,” said Hezekiah: What then? 
doth he sink under it? No; it called forth the exercise of his faith 
and prayer to the Saviour: “ Do thou undertake for me.” So the 
Psalmist—Ps. cxvi. 3, “I found trouble and sorrow.” What was 
the blessing of it? Self-despair. He saw no help elsewhere : “ Then 
called I on the name of the Lord.” Verily thy faith must be tried, 
thy patience exercised, prayer excited, as well as rejoicing of soul. 
Thy Saviourfloves to have it so. The government is upon his 
shoulders. ¢Here is thy mercy, while the wicked, like Saul, seek 
to the sorcery and witchcraft of the world ; Jesus, “the eternal Gog 
is our refuge,” Deut, xxxiii. 27, 
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But Tsayunto you, Love your enemies, blessthem that curse 
you. do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use youand persecute you —Miatt. v.44. 


~ Love is the very badge and characteristic of a disciple of Jesus. 
Love is of God. All tempers and passions which are contrary to 
love, “are earthly, sensual, and devilish.” Let no disciple say, 
This is an hard saying, who can obey it? Nay, but it is the com- 
mand of thy loving Saviour; he practised it; he has left thee an 
example. To this end art thou born from above of the oe of love 5 
and art possessed with “ faith, which worketh by love.” Ther efore 
though hard and impossible it may seem to carnal reason, and to flesh 
and blood ; yet we are under the indispensable obligation to follow 
the steps, and obey the commands of that Jesus, who loved us and 
died for us, though his enemies. He hath blessed us, and prays ~ 
for us, and does good unto us, though we have rebellious natures 
which are at enmity and hatred against him. Never, never till thine 
enemy’s hatred ‘and variance against thee exceed thine to thy Lord, 
art thou at liberty to dispense with this command. Itis forthe health ~ 
and profit of thy soul. In keeping this command of love, verily 
‘there is a great reward of inward peace and consolation from the Got 
of love So shalt thou enjoy the witness of his Spirit, of thine 
‘adoption. Tell thy Lord of thine enemies and pray for themby 
name. Behold the blessed effects of love upon the heart of amost 
bitter and implacable foe, 1 Sam. 24. See how David, the man 
after the God’s own heart acts—how his faith works by love. When 
his ‘persecuting’ foe, Saul, was delivered by his' hand, love, would 
hot suffer him to do him any hurt. Yea, love’smote his heart for 
only cutting off the skirts of his robe. Hear the pathetic cry of the 
bloody-minded Saul ; struck with astonishment, and melted by love, 
he said, “Is this thy voice, such thy conduct'to me, my son David? 
and he wept. Thow art more righteous than I; thou hast rewarded 
» me good for evil; the Lord reward thee for it.” Admire and imitate. 

Love is the weapon of thy spiritual warfare ; by it thou art sure to 

"prevail against, and conquer thine enemy | Therefore, “if he hunger, 
feed him ; if he thirst give him drink; for in so doing, thou shalt 
heap coals of fire upon his head.” So strive to burn up his wrath, 
and melt him into affection. But suppose it hath not this effect, upon 
him : it shall turn to the blessing and comfort of thy own soul. Mike 
— enjoy peace and love which is in Aas Jesus. 


toed, shall thy r bright example shine The Lord shat on my side engage, 
In vain before my eyes? — . Andi in.my Saviour’ 8s name r 
Give me a soul akin to thine, . Petit Ishall defeat their pride and rage, | 
Tolove my enemies, Who slander and condemn. 


Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of en- 
tering into his rest, any of you should seem to come 
short of it ——Heb. iv. 1. 


Fear without faith enslaves the soul to wrath and bondage. 
Faith without fear tends to licentiousness. But a loving, filial fear 
of offending our dear Father and precious Saviour, ever accompanies. 
the grace of faith in the heart. Jesus is the rest of his people. This 
rest is by promise: and therefore it is sure to all his spiritual, seed. 
They now enter into it and enjoy it by faith. But, from awful instan- 
‘ces of others falling away from the hope of Jesus, the apostles ever 
exercised a loving fear and a godly jealousy over their dear converts, 
lest any of them should even seem to come short through unbelief. 
The Lord only knoweth who are his elect according to the covenant 
“of grace. This did not lie open to the eyes even of his ¢hosen 
apostles. It could only be made manifest by their faith and its fruits. 
‘Hence they were continually exhorting disciples to give all diligence * 
to make their calling and election sure.. To work out their own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling... Not with a fear of suspicion of the 
Jove and faithfulness of a covenant God; but nothing doubting the 
“finished work of Jesus’ salvation, or the safety and security of every, 
believer in him. These are truths of the greatest certainty and are 
to be held with the strongest confidence. But so to fear, lest their 
own souls should at any time be so captivated by the devices of satany 
so enslaved) by the snares of the world, so allured by the lusts of the 
“flesh, and the pleasures of sense, so kept from Jesus by the. work- 
ings of unbelief, that their conduct should give sad evidence of their 
state. Lestit should seem they sought other lovers but Jesus, other 
rest but in him, other hope and other comforts beside those which 
the gospel affords. 
_ . So the apostels were excited to a godly fear over their professing 
_ brethren. Blessed also art thou, disciple, who thou fearest contin- 
ually. By this evangelical fear, verily thou shalt be kept from de-_ 
parting from the Lord. Count not this fear /ega/, as though it 
tended to bondage. Nay, but it is a fruit of thy Father’s love, a 
grace of the gospel-covenant. It is as essential to the health of thy 
_ soul as faith is to thy being a disciple of Jesus. “ Be thou iti the fear 
of the Lord all the day long.” If at any time this fear is cast off, 
thou art that moment in danger of falling. But “in the fear of the 
Lord is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of 
refuge,” Prov. xiv. 26. , 


. 


Praise, everlasting praise be paid — Praise to the goodness of the Lord, © 
To him that earth’s foundation laid ; Who rules his people hy his word ; 
_ Praise to the God whose strong decrees And ‘here, as strong as his deercesy 
; Sway the creation as he please. ‘Fe sets his kindest promises, 


——a 
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Here now ye rebels ; must we fetch you water out of this 
- rock ?——-Numb. xx. 10. 


Ir is most probable that this harsh, severe speech of Moses, 
cut many of God’s dear children to the very heart and struck terror 
to their souls. Here we see the true nature of the holy law. It 
demands attention with power and authority, hear. Its voice is of. 
terror; it speaks nothing but wrath to poor sinners’ consciences ;- it 
calls them by their proper name, rebels. And what can the poor 
guilty trembling soul do to oppose its terror and escape the wrath to 


come ! ? Nothing. Alas, it “‘ cooncludes him under sin,”’ and leaves _ 


him as much without hope of mercy, as he has of drawing liquid 
streams from a barren rock. But by the gospel eye of faith we see. 
that spiritual rock, Jesus, whom the law struck, and thirsty souls in 
all ages drink living water from this rock of their salvation. J ehoyah. 
loves his people ; from the affection of his heart (notwitstanding | 
their murmurings) he commands his servant to procure drink for 
them. But meek Moses reproves the children in wrath and in anger 
strikes the rock twice. The Lord resents his conduct and expressions 
towards them. Because the dear Lamb stood up in theip behalf, and 
spoke in effect what Paul wrote to Philemon concerning Onesimus: 
“ What my people owe to law and justice, put that to my account; 


‘I will pay all; ” Therefore the sword of divine justice « awoke: 


against him ;”” he was Struck by the severe rod of the law ; and. 
hence cooling streams of mer cy, refreshing streams of peace, reviv- 
ing streams of love, richly gushed out to parched, thirsty, dying 
souls. Yea, the water of this rock follows believing souls, asit did. 
the children of Israel, all the way through the wilderness of this 
world. They all drink the same spiritual drink at the hands of the, 
Spirit. What consolation to disciples, to consider that our spiritual 
rock ever stands stedfast and unmoveable! that all who are built upon 
him are safe and secure from every danger! The storms of tempta- 
tions, the waves of corruption may dash against them; but can never 
prevail. Jesus sustains them; everlasting love secures them; omni 
potence surrounds them ; and even justice and truth are engaged j in- 
their defence. Yes, poor believing soul, though the law rates thee 
a rebel, and speaks in wrath against thee as such: though thou 


‘dost exceedingly quake. and fear; yet ever remember, precious 


« Jesus hath received gifts for the rebellious.” Waters of salvation 
flow ] plenteously from Jesus.. It is thy mercy daily to 6 drink of this - 
spiritual a 1 Cor. x. 4. 


And nail’d the curses to the tree. A sea ofj joy without a shore, a 


Rebels, we broke our Maker’s law : The law proclaims no terror now, ae 
He from the thr eat’ning sets us free, And Sinai’s thunder roarsno more: — .« ie. 
Bore the full vengeance on his cross, From allhis wounds new hlessings flow, bi 
3 ~ 
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But faith which worketh by love.--Gal. v, 6. 


Iw the ‘religion of Jesus, every hope of salvation is excluded, 
-but what springs from faith. For faith receives every blessing of 
covenant love of a gracious Lord. The faith of God’s elect hath 
Jesus for its authors his truths for its object, his word for tis warrant, 
his power for its support, his glory for its aim, and love for its 
inseparable companion. Thus the faith of the gospel, is ever dis- 
tinguished from natural notions. But it is natural to us all, to mis- 
take error for truth, fancy for faith, the heat of animal passions for 
love. Yea, and also to be very confident herein. But true faith 
ever worketh by love ; even that “love which rejoiceth in the truth,”’ 
1 Cor. xiii. 6. Jesus is essentially the truth. All the love which 
God hath to us centers in him, and flows to us through him. Hence 
“God hath chosen zs in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy, and without blame before Godin love: hav- 
ing predestinated us to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of 
the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted z7 the be- 
loved, and blessed us with all spiritual blessings of heavenly things 
in Christ,” Eph. i. 3. 6— and we are made the righteousness of 

God in Christ,” 2 Cor. v. 21. 

Thus faith hath truth for its foundation, and from the knowledge 
-of the truthit worketh by love. Love to the God of truth, and to 
our brethren, (not as being of this sect or that party, but) “ for the 
truth’s sake that dwelleth in them,” 2 John, ver. 1,2. There is no 
fellowship in love, but what consists in the light of the truth. Thus 
our Lord and we « have fellowship one, with another,” 1 Johni- 7. 
Take away any part of God’s truth, you subyert the foundation of, 
faith, and prevent the operations of love. If we reject the truth, 
that we are elected to salvation in Christ, redeemed by the blood of 
Christ, sanctified in Christ, righteous by the righteousness of Christ, 
and safely kept by the power of God through the faith of Christ to 
eternal salvation, faith is made void. Then love ceaseth to exist. - 
Truth and love are equally precious. “The belief of the truth,” is 
the precious love of a christian. Love, is the blessed fruit of faith. 

Herein consists thy blessedness, O christian! “ What God hath 
joined together, letno man put asunder.” Therefore we are ex- 
horted, “ Hold fast the form of sound words, in faith and love, 
which is in Christ Jesus,” 2 Tim. i. 15. So by “speaking the 
truth in love, we grow up into him in all things, who ‘is the . 


head, even Christ,” Eph.iv. 15. & 

Happy the heart where graces reign This is the grace that lives and sings, 
Where love inspires the breast: | When faith and hope shall cease ; 
Love is the brightest of the train; Tis this shall strike our joyful strings - 


And strengthens all the rest. Tn the sweet realins of btiss. 
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Iwill not leave you comfortless.—John xiv. 18. 


WE are born into this world crying ; we live in it complaining ; 
and we go out of it sorrowing, for any comfort it can yield us. When 
cardinal Woolsey was cast off by his king, he said, ‘Had I served 
my God’ as faithfully as I have my prince, he would not have treated 
me thus.’ The more we know ofthis world the more we see its 
folly and vanity.. The more we enjoy of its smiles and friendship, so 
much the more. sorrow and reluctance we have in leaving it. But 
with our heavenly friend it is quite otherwise. “He never leaves 
nor forsakes: whom he loves, he loves unto the end,” Nor will he 
ever leave his dear-disciples in a comfortless state of sorrow and de- 
jection: like poor orphans, cast upon a wide world of sorrow and 
woe, without any kind heart to pity them, or kind hand to relieve 
them for when all other comforts forsake us, still Jesus abides by 
us: his Spirit comforts us, by shewing what he is to us; what he 
has done, is doing, and will do for us. The apostles had iull expe- 
rience of the promise of their gracious Lord. “He comforteth us 
in all tribulations,” 2Cor. i. 4. “In me ye shall have peace.”? And 
why doth our’ Lord alsoassure us, “ In the world ye shall have trib- 
ulation ?” John xvi. 33, truly he loves us too well to suffer us to 
take up our rest init. If with, Paul at iphesus, “ after the manner 
ef men we fight with beasts,” 1 Cor. xv. 32, all this is suffered to 
render the world more inhospitable ; to make us loathe swines’ food, 
the husks of this world ; that the bread of life, the comfc s of Jesus, 
may be more sought after and enjoyed. Why is sin suffered to 
dwell in us, and to make us groan, and distress us? ’fo make it 
more hateful to us ; to put us out of conceit. of oullliies and our 
owif righteousness; and to endear the atonement and righteousness 
of Jesus to our souls, that all our comfort should spring from him. 
Why is satan suffered to harass and perplexus? That as the sheep 
of Christ's pasture we should keep close to our shepherd; or like 
frighted children, when surly dogs bark at them, fear keeps them 
near their father’s protection and within the bounds of his habitation. 
So we find the comforts of living near our Saviour. Do we carry 
about a weak disordered body? Here is our comfort, “ We faint 
not, knowing that the outward man-decayeth, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day,” 2Cor. iv. 16. ‘Thus, glory to our loving 
Lord ! “he comforts us concerning our faith, and causes'us to re- 
joice in hope of the glory of God; ‘and to glory in tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience, patience experience, ex: . 
perience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed, because the love. of 


God is shed abroad i in our heats by the Holy phot Rom. v. % 3, 
4y Se 
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We know that ail things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose.--Rom. viii. 28. 


A voor sensible sinner would naturally be ready to make one ex» 
ception here, and say, “ How can sin, which I know and feel to be 
the very worst of all evils, work for any good /”’ But the Holy Ghost 
hath not excepted even this. Will any one say, Then let us do evil 
that good may come? St. Paul makes a terrible, application to such, 
“© Whose damnation is just,” Rom. iii. 8. Therefore such cannot 
be ‘the language of a believer’s heart, for his salvation is sure, «he 
that believes shall be saved.” Such, and only such, most assuredly 
know that all things work together for good. They love God, and. 
this love inspires them with hatred to sin. But yet they are sinners, 
both by original sin and actual transgression ; nevertheless, through 
the all-wise over-ruling power of a gracious covenant God, even the 
worst of evils, sin, shall work for his glory and their good. Is the 
art ofa chemist able to extract the most salutary medicine from 
noxious and poisonous ingredients ? and cannot the infinitely wise 
Jehovah, who at the beginning spoke chaos and confusion into beauty, 
and order and darkness into light, make evil to work for good? He 
hath done it. Hetwill doit. Canst thou think of that world of sin 
and evil which was produced by the fall of man? Dost thou not 
know thérstill greater good which it has been made to work for man 
by Jesus cis If man had not sinned the glorious attributes of 
Jehovah had not been so eminently displayed. As this is true of a 
world of sin m general, so also of every sin in particular. Sin is 





natural to To make it work for good is the supernatural power 
of God. Sin should never have entered into the world, nor should 
it continue in God’s people, was it not to magnify his grace and ad=- 
vance the glory of his name. Judas delivers Christ to death for gain: 
the Jews for envy : Pilate for fear. The devil provokes each through 
enmity. God makes all work for the spiritual good and eternal sal- 
vation of his people. Peter’s fall shall be made to work for his humi- 
lity and self-diffidence and to strengthen his brethren. 

«Sin, saith St. Austin, first wrought sorrow, and now godly sor- 
row works repentance unto salvation, not to be repented of, to the 
death of sin; so the daughter destroys the mother.” “O the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God? how un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out,” 
Rom. xi. 33... wie 
Sin for my good does work and win; For all my sins my heart is sad, 


Yet ’tis not good for me to sin. Since God’s dishonor’d ; “yet I’m glad, 
My pleasure issues from™my pain; - Tho onee I was aslaye to sin, * 
My losses still inerease my gains» . Since God doth thereby glory wie, . 
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Likewise the Spirit. also dem cine our infirmities.——-Roms 
vii. 26.) . ; ’ 


How reviving to the soul! how encouraging to the mind of a 
disciple, is it to hear the experience of his brethren and companions 
in the faith of Jesus ! To this end the blessed Spirit hath caused the 
saints of old to. leave on record his dealings of love with their souls. 
Thus is the word of God most valuable for our instruction, .edifica- 
tion, and comfort. Let no poor follower of the -Lamb think he is 
singular in feeling an insupportable pressure of infirmities. No; the 
children of God in all ages knew and felt the same. Whether pro- 
phets or apostles, none were perfectly free from inward distresses, 
temptations, fears, dejections, &c. All which arise from our still 
possessing a fallen nature which subjects us to these sensations and 
feelings. They are our burdens. We cannot but fee] them and 
groan under them. O sad and dreadful fall, which has so terribly 
maimed and bruised the royal offspring of God! Though we are 
kings’ sons, yet like Mephibosheth we are lame in our hands and 
feet. Our infirmities are the effects of our fall. Shortly we shall 
be perfectly freed from them. This is our glorious hope. 

But alas ! how oft doth present distress deject our hopes ; infirmi- 
ties bow down the soul; faith grows languid ; love declines ; hope 
seems at the last gasp, just as if giving up the ghost. And” ‘indeed 
-all would. end in gloomy dejection and melancholy despair, if the 
Lord was entirely to forsake his new creation. Butt never can 
be while the Father loves, the Lamb pleads, aha % pirit hath 
power to help, Therefore when the Spirit sees the souls of his 
charge pressed above measure in themselves, a wee to sink 
under their burdens, he reaches forth a tender Ran assistance ; 
helps against infimities, by enabling the soul to look to the adorable 
Jesus, to an everlasting covenant, to pr ecious promises, toa recon- 
ciled God; and puts this sweet cry in the heart, Abba, Father. 
Then confidence revives ; hope springs afresh ; love is excited ; the 
power of prayer breaks forth in the heart, and ascends in sweet fervor 
from the soul. Whatever flesh and blood may alledge to the “con- 
trary, infirmities are made profitable 1 to the soul ; or St. Paul would 
never have declared, « ‘most gladly therefore will I glory i in my in- 
firmities.” Why? is there any good i in them for which they ee 
be desired ? ? No; Pee «“ that, the pont of Christ may rest | “pon us,” 
2 Cor. xii. 0. 


Sa 4 mane side ms 4 s 
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Eternal Spirit! we confess Thine inward teachings make us know 
And sing the wonders of thy grace _. Our danger and our refuge too. 

‘Thy power conveys our blessingsdown  Thetroubled conscience knows thy voice, 
From God the Father and the Son. Thy char‘ming views awake our joys; 
Hnligh ten’d by thy heawnly vay, - Thy words allay the stormy wind, 


Our shades and darkness turn to day: And calm the surges of the mind. 
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The Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart and the heart 
of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest diane a 
Deut. “XXX. 6. yee? gaa ea ah 


Even Moses, who delivered the fiery law of-wrath and terror, 
preaches like a Barnabas, a son of consolation. In this chapier we 
have a precious enumeration of new-covenant blessings and evar ge- 
lical promises, all settled in the eternal counsels between Jehoveh, 
Father, Son and Spirit; all founded in infinite wisdom, everlasting love, 
and immutable faithfulness ; therefore sure to all the seed “ who are 
chosen in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world * Such i is 
the solid foundation of gospel faith and hope. The happy heirs of it 
the Lord God sets a special mark upon. Hereby he owns them as 
his peculiar ones. This is also an evidence to them of their special 
relation to him. As the Father loved his people before time, and 
gave them to Jesus, to be redeemed in the fulness of time ; so 
also, at the appointed time, the Lord the Spirit performs his office 
upon them—he circumcises their hearts. ‘his power belongeth to 
God only. This St. Paul calls “the circumcision made without 
hands,” Col. ii. Tie Outward circumcision was a painful operation 
to the flesh. By it was signified the cutting off all carnal hope and 
legal confidence in the flesh ; and was a sign and seal of new-covenant 
blessings by Jesus. The circumcision of the heart brings the expe- 

rience ard i yment of hope in Jesus, peace and joy in Jesus, and 
a longing expectation of the full enjoyment of Jesus in glory to the 
soul. . 

When eM tenees and hardness of the heart is ‘cut off, then it 
gladly hears and receives the love of God its crucified Saviour. This 
love, known and believed, begets love to God ina circumcised heart. 
And though there is all comfort in love, yet there is a painful sensa- 
tion atténds loving souls. This is the fruit and evidence of love. 
They mourn and grieve at feeling the sins and corruptions of their 
natures: they are pained at the sight of them—groan under a sense) 
of them—are filled with shame: for them, and detestation against 
them. O how do they strive against them and cry to Jesus for vic- 
tory over'them! To “love the Lord with all their heart and with 
all their soul,” this is their one desire on earth; that they may bei in. 
love, wholly devoted to him who bought them with his bload. Of 
all such souls the Spirit of inspiration declares, “Happy art thou, O 
Israel ! who is like unto thee, O'people, saved by the Lord !”* Deut. 
xxxiii. 29. “We are the circumcision who worship ida in the 
Spirit, se in Christ Jesus, and have no ee in the flesh,” 
Phil. i aero ver Ss as eek le tot 5~ 


But this man,.after he had offered one. sacrifice for sin, 
for ever sat down on the seo hand of God.—Heb. 
x. 12,, 


Tue cross of Christ is the christian’s glory: ’ Yet the small 
‘share that Jesus hath in the cbristian’s affections is his shame. 
‘Really disciples of Jesus do not love their Saviour as they ought. 
“Why, because they are slow of heart to believe his love to them and 
- his sufferings for them. How little are our hearts in meditations upon 
“the Jabors of love, toils of sorrows, and agonies of soul, which 

Jésus in our nature sustained on our account. Ifa friendly arm is 
reached forth and snatches a poor mortal from the jaws of approach- 
ing death, how does it call forth love to his kind deliverer! when 
he reflects on his danger, how does it excite his gratitude | he can- 
‘not think of his preserver but he remembers his mercy. But where 
is our warm affection, our fervent love to that precious man, whose 
heart was a flame of love to us, and who willingly offered himself 
as a sacrifice for our sins? how was he straitened till this baptism 
was accomplished! how did his soul long till it was finished! But 
alas! we think too little of our danger. We are too prone to look 
upon sin as a matter of small moment ; because the sacrifice of Jesus 
is not so constantly upon our hearts. Disciple, dost thon not see 
cause of mourning for this? hast thou not cause to pray daily for 
more heart-affecting views of Jesus by the Spirit? Othe infinite 
value of this ome: sacrifice! Sin, how malignant its@Mature ! how 
deep its stain! nothing but blood divine could atone for it. How 
prevalent this one sacrifice! it hath for ever put away ail our sins. 
BrnoLp TuHE MAN! gaze, wonder, adore, and. loves, Jesus on the 
cross, fully atoning for sin. This work being for ever done ; behold 
this man for ever sat down on the right hand of God. There he 
pleads the sinner’s cause and presents the perfection of his. sacrifice. 
What singular consolation is this! A sense of sin is distressing to 
the cenverted soul. But O, when the» one sacrifice by this ove 
man is beheld by the eye of faith, how does it revive the drooping 
heart, give peace to the troubled conscience, and excite joy in the 
sorrowful mind ! Poor sinners have nothing else to look to for hope. 
Pardon and peace can be had from no other » “object but the blood of 
Jesus. Of this we can never glory too much. Nor can our con- 
fidence be too strong, our expectations too great, our triumphs in 
Jesus over sin, satan, the law and death, be at any time unseason- 
able, These precious truthsare our never-failing springs of consola-. 
« tien, © * The blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sins If we sin; we 
have an advocate with the Father,’ 1 Johniii le) 9 9 


‘Our faith adores thy bleeding love, We hope for heavenly crowns above 
And trusts for life in owE that dy’d; From a Redeemer erueify’d, 
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nd to. an horror of great darkness Fell onhim—Gen. 


‘eyo YQ jor 
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TuereE is somewhat very gloomy and awful in what is called ¢a 
total eclipse ofthe sun.’ When the earth is darkened, creation puts 
on a-melancholy aspect and seems to mourn in silent sadness. But 
the surprise and astonishment which naturally affects us on these 
accounts are greatly abated, as these are not uncommon appearances 
in nature ; and as they are foretold and accounted for. As in the na- 
tural, so it is in the spiritual world. . The children of God in all ages 
have experienced darkness of soul : therefore none should think this 
peculiar when they are exercised thus- “as though some strange 


thine had happened to them,” 1 Pet. iv. 12. We see Abraham, 


the friend of God, and father of the faithful, under an eclipse of the 
bright shining of the sun of righteousness. The consequence of this 


- darkness was an horror, yea an horror of great darkness fell on him. 


‘And this too, after an extraordinary appearance of the Lord himself 
to him, who called him by name, bid him fear not —assures him, 


“Lam thy shield and thy exceeding great reward : then gives him the 
“€omfortable promise of the seed that should spring from him. 
. Upon which, Abraham “believed in the Lord, and he counted it to 
- him for righteousness ;”” and. he offers a sacrifice as the Lord com- 


manded. But, alas, how soon did his bright sun of comfort disap- 
pear! How soon did darkness and horror fall upon him ! How 
changeable are our frames ! Extraordinary manifestations of comfert 


-and joy are often succeeded by darkness. of soul and trials of faith. 


So it was with our dear Saviour after the Father’s: deglaration, 
« This is my beloved Son :” after the visible descent of the Holy 


Ghost upon him, he was led into the wilderness, to undergo the 
most sharp and trying tempttions. Thus again St. Paul, after he 


- sent to buffet him. *" 


ew 


had been caught up to the third heavens, a messenger of satan was 


*° Hence, O believer, under spiritual darkness and distress cf soul 
_cwrite not bitter things against thyself. Think not God ceaseth to 


Jove thee and visitsin wrath. No: God ever rests-in love; he - 


changeth not ; his love is ever the same. Thou art equally as safe 


in his hands in the dark, though not so comfortable as in the light. 


al 


thy nothingness; cuts off all glorying in thyself ; strengtl 


Nay, love itself enquires after souls in such a state and gives precious 
advice to'them. See and study Isaiah. '0. Now the Lord teaches 
his sovereignty ; instructs in humility ; excites patience jhe: vsthee 






trust in him ; draws out thy hope from thyself to him ; and sh: 
thee that all the promises center in Jesus, and shall be fuifilied in 
God’s own way and manner. Saith Jesus, «“ He who followéth me, 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the. light-of life,” John 
vill. 12. 


210 JULY 16, 


No man can say that Jesus is the: Lord, but os the ited 
Ghost.—1 Cor. xii. 3. 

“© As the heavens declare the slory of the Lord, and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handy-work :” so every page of his sacred word 
proclaims his grace to his people, reminds them of the insufficiency 
of their natural power and free-will to any saving purposes. Formal 
professors say, that Jesus is the Lord. The confession is easy. . It 
is common to the openly profane, and the most decent Pharisee ; 
but is no more profitable to salvation than the true declaration from 
satan, “ Thou art the Holy One of God,” Marki. 24. But saving 
confession of Jesus with the lips procceeds from inward believing on 
Jesus with the heart ; and this from spiritual discoveries to the mind 
by the Holy Ghost. ‘O believer, know thy distinguishing blessing ! 
Esteem not this a common privilege, but special grace, that thou 
canst see, canst own, canst come to, trust in, and call the despised 
Nazarene, the once sin-bearing, sin-atoning, curse-sustaining Jesus, 
thy Lord and thy God; in whom is all thy hope, and from whom 
is all thy salvation. This is truly the faith of God’s elect. 

Hear what thy master proclaims of such a confession; “ Blessed 
art thou; for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven,” Matt. xvi. 17. This is the mys- 
tery of the Father’s kingdom: this is given only to his children to 
know. Therefore the Holy Ghostis sent into their hearts to make 
it manifest. Most blessed confession | May it be ever uppermost. in 
our minds, on our lips, and evidenced by our lives,. that Jesus i is 
Jehovah. That J esus is the Lord, the. Saviour, -the man, and 
Mediator—our atonement on the cross; our righteousness in his lifes 
our intercessor at the right-hand of glory ; this, this is our plea to 
all that are against us. We are sure it is a godly, righteous plea, 
for it is given us by the Holy Ghostin the word of truth. By it the 
Father is glorified ; Jesus is honored; drooping, fainting hearts are 
revived and. comforted ; faith is established, hope confirmed, love 
increased, holiness advanced, satan vanquished, sin subdued, the 
law answered, the world overcome, death conquered, and we sharers 
in the triumphs of glory and immortality. 

Christian soul chear up. With this truth in thine ene : with 
this confession in thy mouth, go on thy way rejoicing :, nor men nor 
devils can harm thee. Jesus thy Saviour is the Lord almighty to 
protect, ever-loving to save. Only fear to offend against love itself. 
ffer a doubt of Jesus*love in thy mind. Grieve not the Holy 
Come, afew more days to prove thy. allegiance to Jesus thy 
Lord on earth, and thou shalt reign with him in glory. Ever re- 
member thy Lord’s blessed promise, “Whosoever shall confess me 
before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven,” Matt. x. 32. 





j JULY 17. ss 21k 
Jesus said, will ye also go away ?——John vi. 67... >», 


Tuts, O soul, is the voice of thy beloved. Thy friend ‘put this 
question to his ‘own disciples. Ou captain keeps no prest) men in 
his service. All his subjects enter as volunteers. They are made 
Willing to come to him, believe on him and greatly esteem the day 
of his power, to follow and cleave to him. Force, restraint, and 
compulsion act not on their ingenuous minds. But what they find 
in Jesus now, present peace; what they expect from Jesus hereafter, 
glory and salvation, endears him to their souls. 

Daily observation furnishes with instances of many who profess to 
own Christ and to follow him for a season; but anon, through not 
understanding his doctrine, not seeing their own misery and wretch- 
edness, and not knowing his love, they are offended, forsake Christ, 
his truths and his ways. They go back again to the world, to the 
enjoyment of their lusts, and take up with carnal preachers, who 
cry peace, peace unto them. Thus they make shipwreck of faith 
and a good conscience, which they professed to have ; and the last 
end of such is worse than their first. They forsake their own mer- 
cies, by turning their backs upon precious Jesus ; and are left. to 
perish without hope or remedy. He CVF slit Ldn 

But a true disciple, who knows Jesus in spirit and truth, our Sa- 
viour keeps from such folly. The sight of others falling off and 
leaving him is made of blessed use to such. It excites humility-and 
gratitude—quickens to holy jealousy and godly watchfulness. Such’ 
a tender expostulation put to the soul, “ Wilt thou also go away ?” 
© how it kindles a spark of fire, and blows up a flame of love in the 
poor sinner’s heart ! As when a tender, indulgent parent says to his’ 
dear little child, Wilt thou go’away and leave me? How does it, 
draw forth the love and affection of its heart! and the little thing, 
with eager embraces, clings the faster to its parent. O, by this: 
question our dear Saviour has often roused my sluggish. heart: and’ 
called forth aholy fear ; and excited an earnest cry, “ Lord keep me 
—O never, never let me forsake thee !? pis 

When the aged Polycarp was joyfully going to seal the truth of. 
his faith with his blood, being threatened by his pro-consul with death 
in various shapes, answered, ‘ Why tarriest thou? Bring forth what 
thou wilt : we christians are fixed in our minds not to change from, 
good toeyil” Then the pro-consul promised him liberty if he would. 
reproach Christ. (O, the affecting reply! how ingenuous! how 
full of love!) ‘Eighty and six years (said he) have Iserved my Lord 
Christ, and he has never done me the least wrong : how, then can I 
blaspheme my King and my Saviour?’ How victorious is faith | how. 
powerful is love ; Lord, increase our faith ! Jesus inflame our love! 


“To whom should we, go ? Thou hast the words of eternal life,” 
John vi. 68. 


CC ae JULY 18! 


All scripture is given by mspiration of God; and is pro- 

- fitable for doctrine, for reproof; for correction for in- 
struction in righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect. thoroughly furnished unto all sia works.—— 
- 2°Tim. ii. 16, 17. . aa 


THE poor sinner who writes this, hens 3 in a dangerous illness, 
wasin a very dark and comfortless frame of mind for two days. 
The third day, light, peace and joy overspread his soul by these 
words being brought to his mind: “After two days he will revive 
ws, in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his 
sight.’ On this he called for abible. O how was his inexpressible 
joy increased when he read these words in Hosea vi. 2. On being 
asked, If he had done with the bible? he answered with a flood of © 
joyful tears, ‘ No: never, never shall I have done with that blessed 
book, till I change time for eternity.” The Spirit of inspiration ever 
honors his own word of truth. All peace, comfort and joy are deriv- 
ed from it through faith. We shall suffer no loss, if we suspend 
judgments on comforts, till we have tried them by this touchstone of 
truth. Be on your guard against the flatteries of ele peace and 
the delusions of unscriptural joys. _ 

Revealed truths are inspired of God: they are the objects of faith. 
By the knowledge of them the Spirit consolates the soul, lovingly 
reproves and corrects what is amiss ; profitably instructs in the fun- 
damental truths of Jesus’ righteousness unto justification of life ; and 
the believer’s obedience unto righteousness. No one doctrine of 
God’s word should be slightly regarded. In this sense, he that re- 
jects one point of truth is guilty of all. This is to impeach the wis- 
dom of the Spirit, as though he had made known any one needless and 
insignificant doctrine. This, instead of being doers of the word, is 
to judge andcondemn the werd. Jesus is the sum and substance of 
the scriptures. . All the promisesare in him. All the doctrines of 
grace lead to him and centre in him. These are the furniture of 
faith while Jesus is the chief object ‘of the soul, So disciples go on 
to perfection in knowledge, love and holiness ; therefore they should 
prize the scripture as their companion; consult it as their familiar 
friend ; and pray over itas their constant guide. To these ends they 
are given of God: when received by us, we shall also be “ edi- 
fied, and walk in the fea the Lord, and in the comfort of the 
ek Ghost,” ‘fee ix. ge a 















The yolume of my Father’s grace 
Does all my grief assuage 3 
Here I behold my Saviour’s face 
_ Almost in ev’ry page. 


Laden with guilt and full o! 
Efly to thee, my Lord, 
nd not a glimpse of hope a , 
Butin thy written word 


JULY. to. 213 


We have not an high. priest who cannot be touched with the 

JSeeling of our infirmities ; but was in-all points tempted 

hke as we are ; yet without sin.—Heb. iv. 15. 

“ Wirnovt sin!” O, cries the sanctified soul, that this was my 
happy state, And verily, as sure as the word of God is true, thou 
shalt enjoy this perfect freedom from thy worst enemy. But thou 
must be content to wait God’s time, and live in God’s way ; that 
is, by faith upon thy best friend Jesus. Thy present blessedness is 
to understand and rejoice in this great mystery, that Christ who 
knew no sin was made..sin for us. Therefore, by faith we glory, 
knowing that God looketh on us, blesseth us as righteous in Christ, 
and deth not impute sin unto us. As the head is without sin, so are 
all the members, viewed and beloved in the sight of God. And this 
is the evidence that we are born of the Spirit and have the mind of 
Christ, that we hate all sin and long for entire deliverance from it, 
and aspire after full conformity to the image of God. But this we 
cannot enjoy in the body. We must first sleep in Jesus ere we 
awake up after his perfect likeness. 

In the mean time we have a loving, sympathizing high-priest 
before the throne of God. This is our comfort. That very human 
nature in which our sins were expiated on earth, is now crowned 
with glory in heaven. This is very refreshing. Christ can as soon 
forget his own glory as any part of his suffering body. He feels 
for them. He is touched with the most tender concern and affection — 
towards them. He knows what sore temptations mean, for he hath 
felt the same. Temptations, even though most violent, cannot 
harm us; nay, they do not defile us unless we enter into them. 
Therefore, they should not deject us. And need we ever be over- 
come by them? Doth not Jesus live ? ? Have we not free and familiar 
access to him, as the glorified man and Mediator? Is not all power 
in heaven and earth given unto him? Believest thou this, O soul ?- 
Think on Calvary’s proof of his love. Remember Bethany’s proof 
of his resurrection. Call to mind his tender love to, and affectionate 
care for his sheep, when Saul was worrying them. O he called, 
“ Why persecutest thou me 2” Thou canst not hurt them, but I feel 
it. He ever lives at the right-hand of glory to ye for and save 
us poor sinners. And let thy distresggbe 
advice suits it. Call upon me in the’ 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me,” Psalt 






With joy we meditate the grace ned feels afresh A 
Of our high priest above ; i Ma ey Sranen ber bears. 
His heart is made ot tenderness, Then le Rumble faith address 

His bowels melt with love. . Tis me his pow’r ; 
He in the days of feeble flesh ah @ sliv’ring grace 


Pour’d out his cries | and tart, 
Vou. I. 


214 7” SCAG. 


Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.— 
1 Tim. iu. 9. “yy eB Yahi iA 4b eae 
From a seeming zeal and regard to the ark of God, when it 
shook, and as he thought was in danger of falling, Uzzah put forth 
his hand to save it. It seems a very rational act, but it argued dis- 
trust of God’s power to preserve what was for his glory and honor ; 
therefore the Lord highly resented it. ha ef 
If the displeasure of Jehovah was thus displayed in regard to the 
type of the covenant, how jealous is the Lord of hosts of his own 
glory, contained in the truths of the everlasting covenant, laid up in 
the sacred ark, Jesus; for all his people ! If a trembling ark, touched 
by an officious hand, was death; one should fear and tremble to 
attack the revealed truths of God’s everlasting love to his people, 
power to preserve them, and grace to enable them to persevere in 
the faith unto eternal glory., Human efforts often spring from unbe- 
lieving hearts. The hand of nature is often stretched forth to assist 
when it only counteracts divine purposes. Carnal reason ever oppo- 
seth the mystery of the gospel, but faith is supported by God’s 
truths. The conscience can only be purified by Jesus’ blood. 
This mystery of faith is only known to enlightened minds. To 
hold by it, and to hold it fast in the conscience, is the life and joy of 
our souls. So the Holy Spirit maintains vital, living union between 
Jesus and his members. So love is excited to him. A life of de- 
‘pendence maintained on him. A throne of grace is delightful to 
“such. Sin becomes more and more hateful in their sight, and the 
fruits of righteousness are increased to God’s glory. O, this is an 
amazing mystery of our faith! That we, who are guilty sinners in 
ourselves, yet are in Christ pure and free from all sin; unrighteous 
in ourselves, yet in Jesus clothed with perfect righteousness ; filthy 
and polluted by nature and practice, but in Jesus, all fair, without 
spot, beautiful and comely in God’s sight. In ourselves, no right to 
.God’s love, no title to his inheritance ; but in Jesus our right is clear, 
our title legal, our enjoyment of it infallibly certain. Hold fast this . 
mystery of faith: all thy peace and comfort depend onit. Thus, 
‘disciple, fix thy steady eye on Jesus; daily view the promises in him; 
look constantly for the Spirit’s power through him. So shalt thou 
conscience towards God by the resur- 
21. Hold thou me up, and I shalt 
ct unto thy statutes continually,” Psalm 


‘ 


’ 


have “ the answer of a good 
rection of Jesus,” 1 Pete 
be safe ; and I will hay 
cxix. 117. 












Awake our hearts, adore the grace: — 
ee? |, That buries all our faults, = 
Pajeste your And pard’ning blood, that swells above 
* (faith, Our follies and our thoughts. 


Bd 


“Why does your face, 
Those mourndal colow 
What doubts: are t¢ sé 
And nourish yoar de 





~ We . 
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Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and .God even our 
Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlast- 
ing consolation, and good hope through grace, comfort 
your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and 


work.——2 Thess. ii. 16, 17. Mt 


Bzuievers in Jesus know that “the remembrance of sin is 
grievous, and the burden intolerable.” A sight and sense of sin 
affects their conscience with sorrow and distress. There is daily 
need that their poor hearts should be comforted: and also that they 
should be established in every good word and work. But fr om whence 
shall they derive this? from striving to forget, paliate, or excuse 
their past sins? by promising to be more stedfast for the future in 
the truths of God and obedience to his will? Alas! he who truly 
knows what a sinful nature is, who is really acquainted with his own 
weakness and insufficiency to that which is good, and his proneness 
to all evil, will not, cannot thus deceive his own soul. But the con- 
‘verted soul will ingenuously confess his sins to his God and Saviour, 
lay them opédn with their aggravating circumstances, mourn over 
them with a godly sorrow, own his just deserts for them ; and in the 
exercise of ep foo “to the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
sin of the world. Here is the everlasting spring of consolation 
which God hath given us, “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean- 
seth us from aii sin.”” Here is our good hope, through the grace of 
Jesus we are completely righteous in Christ. We stand perfectly 
accepted in God’s beloved Son. Faith ahd hope are inseparable. 
We believe the truth as in Jesus; we hope daily for more and more 
of the consolations of it. In this way, disciple of Jesus, thou canst 
never believe nor hope too much. Nay, is it not thy distress and 
heaviness that thy faith is weak, thy hope languid, and thy love so 
cold? But why is this? Not for want of a foundation for faith and 
hope ; for “ oe Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father ; 
hath loved us.” Who? only the prophets, apostles, holy men of 
old, righteous persons ? Nay, but sinners of mankind: such was the 
character of all those whom the apostle includes in the pronoun us, 
And as the consequence of this love “he hath given ws everlasting 


consolation.” Not the effect of aa ; not subject to mutability; 


but solid, perpetual, and eternal. Fou ded in the everlasting cove- 
nant, established in everlasting righteo sness, i issuing in everlasting 
salvation, revealed in the everlasting gospel, and applied to the soul 
by the everlasting Spirit. Consolatic a are enjoyed in 
stability in the good word of God, an ‘good works of fith, 
“to the praise of the Ray of God’s grace; ia ; 
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This is the true God and eternal life. . Keep yourselves 
from tdols. Amen.--) John. v. 20, 21. Dix 


Ir is acommon objection with the men of this world against the 
ministers and members of Jesus: “ You can preach and talk of no- 
thing but Jnsus.” Truly we “ consider him as the end of all our 
~ conversation,” Heb. xiii. 7, 8. Conscious of what he hath done for 

us, what heis to us, and what he hath done zm us, verily Jesus is 
allin all to our souls. We know that the Son of God is come in our 
flesh. We are sure that by the blood of his cross “he hath made 
an end of sin, finished transgression, made reconciliation for ini- 
_ quity ;”” and by his holy life “ hath brought in an everlasting righ- 
_teousness,” Dan. ix. 24. Allthis we poor sinners wanted. No- 
thing short of this could save us. Yea, eternal life we have in our 
wonderful friend, the God-man,. Christ Jesus. Blessed be his 
infinitely precious name! he hath given us an understanding heart 
toknow him. We desire to be eternally indebted to his name, his 
grace, his love; for we see our union to him, and oneness with 
him. Marvel not then, that we speak so highly of our beloved $ 
“ for if we should hold our peace, the very stones in the street 
would cry out against us.” Say, ye first-born sons of light; say, 
ye children of grace, of whom should we glory, if not of Jesus our 
true God and eternal life ? We disclaim all other gods. “ We know: 
and believe that the Father is in him, and he in the Father,’ John 
x. 38. He teaches. us the Father’s love in him to us; and he sends 
the comforter, which proceedeth from the Father, to shed his love 
abroad in our hearts. . cial ben 
_ But alas! how did we live before we knew Jesus, the only true 
God !, Truly, though we talked of God, though we knew God, wore 
shipped and feared him; yet we wer all the while like the rest of 
the whole world, “lying in wickedness :” fast asleep in the arms of 
the wicked-one ; for we were without Christ, Atheists : «‘ without 
God in the world ; and consequently shad no hope,” Eph. ii. 12. How 
_ deluded are the wise and learned of this world with their notions and 
worship of an unknown God ! While little children are truly wise 
and best learned, who know Jesus as their Lord and their God, and 
abide in him. The truth of their faith, the uprightness of their 
‘hearts, and the sincerity of their Jove, are best evidenced by keeping 
themselyes from the ensnaring yanities and bewitching idols of time 
and sense, “ Adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, 
Looking for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing of the great 
God, even our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, &c,” 
Tit. i. 10, 13, 14, crip eae ee 


» be ? 


Jeous my God, I know hisname, - Nor willhe put my soul to shame, 
His name is all my trust, Nor let my hope be lost, 


, TORY, ‘27 
0 wretched man that Tam! who shall see me _ the 
body of this death ?-~—Rom. vii. 24. RAEN ey, 


SPIRITUAL sense and feeling are peculiar to regenerate, meen: 
born souls. While in a carnal state, “ dead in trespasses and sins ;? 
ome the law thunders out its dreadful curses against us, we hear 

Though by nature children of wrath and deser ving hell, yet 
our eat we see not. Though our sins are gone over our heads, 
~ and are like a sore burden too heavy for us to bear, yet.we feel them 
not. But when the soul is alive to God, we groan, being burdened 
with a body of sin, and pant after deliverance. ‘This was the expe- 
rience of holy Paul. Such the experience of saints in all ages. But, 
thanks be to our God, though ever so deeply distressed and greatly 
depressed with sin, we sorrow not as without hope. We are not 
ignorant of our deliverer, but know him, even Jesus Christ. None 
“But Jesus is able: : and he hath, he doth, he will deliver. He hath 
delivered from the curse of sin: by his death. He doth deliver the 
conscience from the guilt and dominion of sin through faith. He 
will deliver the soul perfectly from the being of sin, when the body 
of flesh is “ sown in dishonor, to be raised in glory.” The last enemy, 
; death, is pr destroyed yet. None are so perfectly exempt from 
that which brought death into the world, siz. But present deliver- 
ance thou hast, O believer! and perfect deliverance thou canst not 
but pant after and long for. . 
' Think not, that feeling a body of sin) (which, like thy niigeandl 
body, consists of many parts and members,) groaning under it, th- 
wardly breathing out ardent desires for deliverance, inscribing 
“ wretched man” upon thyself, like a criminal who-is compelled to 
carry about a dead, putrified, stinking carcase ; think not all this 
to be inconsistent with a” blessed state, and being blessed “ with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus.” No: thou art not singular: it 
was once the lot of all thy brethren now perfect in glory. - It is the 
lot of all thy companions in the faith and patience of Jesus on earth. 
When Paul, in such spiritual ecstacy and joy, was caught upto the 
third heavens, he did not know whether he was in the body or not ; 
he might then think he was entirely freed from his burden, that he » 
was perfect ; but a little time after, experience convinced him tothe 
contrary; and we find him “as sorowful, yet always rejoicing,” 
2Cor. vi. 10. Blessed be our compassionate Saviour, who reaches 
; out reviving cordials of consolation and refreshment : these cheer our 
drooping spirits under our burden ; this favor no kind hand adminis- 
tered to him, when worn out and sinking under the ponderous load 
of our sins on the cross. O the joy of faith ! Sin, though felt, griev- 
ed for, mourned over; yet “ there is no condemnation to them that 


are in Christ Jesus,” Rom. viii. 1. 


218 JULY 24: 

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: 
he shallnever suffer the righteous to be moved.——Psalm 
lv. 22. ee or , 


Tux soul, having lost its innocency by the sin of the first 
Adam; can never be happy till it knows righteousness is restored to 
it again by Jesus, the second Adam. Sensible sinners would be 
truly miserable when they see their nakedness and feel their want 
of righteousness, was not righteousness revealed as God’s unspeak- 
able gift by Jesus Christ. By hima glorious robe of righteousness 
is wrought out and imputed to naked and destitute sinners. Grace 
reigns through his righteousness. All the mercy and favor we receive 
from God is in a way of righteousness. We enjoy the knowledge and 
comfort that we are righteous before God through faith. If this 
point is not clear and settled in the mind, it is because the clouds of 
ignorance and unbelief are not chaced away ; the sun of righteous- 
ness hath not yet arose upon such hearts ; therefore they are per- 
plexed and distressed touching the hope of salvation. For this is the _ 
essential and leading point in christianity. We may toil all the days 
of our life to get righteousness, but we shall go to bed in the dark 
without it, unless we are made righteous 7 Christ. Infinite are the 
blessings, most precious the promises which abound in God’s word 
to the righteous. When we read of the righteous in scripture, we 
ate ever to remember Jesus, and give glory to him who is our righ- 
teousness by faith. ae 

God “will never suffer the righteous to be moved from their hope.” 
There is also a holy boldness and sweet familarity between a righ- . 
teous Lord and such righteous souls. As he has clothed them with 
the garments of salvation, they have always a sympathizing friend — 
in their hours of trouble to flee to. This is the hope that supports 
them; Jesus will support their weak souls and sustain their heavy- 
burdens ; they cannot sink though they may be often ready to faint. 
But why is this? Truly we are apt to struggle with this difficulty 
and toil with the other load upon our poor minds, instead of casting 
all upon Jesus who careth for us. Sense opposeth faith, hence 
- Jesus is forgotten, and the mind remains troubled. But here is the 
wisdom and glory of faith ; whenever we feel our souls are bowed 
down on any account, to refer all our griefs and cast or roll all our 
burdens off from our own minds upon Jesus, and simply to cry out 
with Hezekiah, “O Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me,’, 
Isa. xxxviil. 14, ; * 


But I with all my cares, sige » His arm shall well snstain 
Willlean upon the Lord; 5 | The children of histove: 
Pll cast my burdens on his arm, The ground on which their safety stands 


And rest upon his word. No earthly pow’r can move. 


JULY 25, 1219 


Zpress toward the mark, for the prize of the high saledp 
of Godin Christ Jesus.——Phil. iii. 14. 


By effectual vocation the soul is called from a death in sin to a 
life of righteousness. By spiritual illumination the most desirable 
objects are discerned ; the faith of God’s elect manifests itself to be 
an. operative grace in the heart by the conduct of the life. Blessed 
Paul, though such a zealous champion for sovereign operations and 
free-grace truths, though so averse to the pride of free-will and the 
confidence of human righteousness i in his writing and pr eaching, yet 
his life and exhortations are equally opposite to all licentious practices 
and unchristian sloth; he had a race to run, a prize to win, the end of 
his calling to attain. Thus it is with all who are partakers of like 
precious faith; folding the hands, sitting down contented, resting 
in ease and indolence, may suffice when doctrines are only received 
as notions in the head. Truth may be assented to in the judgment 
as ‘dry speculations, so as to engage the tongue, without warming 
and influencing the heart, and producing the fruits of holiness in the 
life. If sitting still and talking, or walking contrary to the hope of 
the gospel, be to imitate the apostle’s blessed conduct, followers of 
him abound greatly every where ; but the truth received in the love 
of it excitesito activity. 

Says the christian, “1 press forward,” like a racer who considers 
the mark before him, turns his back upon the place he set out from, 
and is solicitous so to run that he may obtain the prize. Jesus is the 
christian’s mark, he presses towards him, he is solicitous to enjoy 
much of Christ below, he longs for full enjoyment of him above ; 
this is our glorious high calling. What can be put in competition 
with it? the world, with all its sinful customs, vain pleasures, and 

carnal delights ? ? No; we forsake these, and leave them behind us. 
We fear being entangled with the objects of time and sense, prefer- 
ing Jesus above all. Earthly things grow more and more mean and 
contemptible tous. The more we see our all in Jesus, and expect 
all from him, so much the more we press towards him. Hence 
means of grace are prized, ordinances attended to, Christ’ s word is 
precious, the prize is glorious. Thou man of God, ever exercise a 
godly jealousy of being brought into bondage to the world or the 
flesh. Remember how unloving, how hishonorable thou actest 
when any object engages thy attention and rivals thy Saviour ati ‘So 
_run that you may obtain.” 


How vain are allthingshere below! , Dear Saviour let thy beauties be 
How false and yet how fair? My soul’s eternal food ; 
Each pleasure hath its poison too, - And grace command my heart away 


And ev’ry sweet a snare: From all created good. 


4 


290 JULY 26. 


Uf any man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him.—1 John iu. 15. it 


‘Tye voice of carnal reason cries, “ Cod hath created passions 
within us, therefore gratify them.” At this bar, inconsistency is 
pronounced upon scripture ; but the voice of inspiration proclaims, 
«The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, are 
not of the Father ;” therefore teaches, crucify them. Let no dis- 
ciple of Jesus think thisahard saying. Nay, but the soul can find 
no happiness but in the love of God. Ifother objects attract our af- 
fections to seek happiness in them, as they stand in competition with, 
so they will keep us from the sense of the love of God; where the 
treasure is, there will the heart be. When the love of God lives in 
the heart the love of the world dies. If the love of the world gains 
the affections the love of the Father subsides. We can no more love 
two such contrary objects with 2 supreme love than we can exist in 
time and eternity, in heaven and on earth at one and the same time 3 
one will necessarily give place to the other in experience and enjoy- 
ment. ~The carnal gratifications of the flesh, vain indulgences of 
pleasing the eye, with whatever promotes the pride of nature ; the 
riches, pleasures, honors of this perishing world, are all contrary to | 
the love of God in the heart, which is the essence of all true holiness 
and real happiness. These things war against the soul. Alas! awful 
instances we see of many professors being bewitched and ensnared 
by the enchanting allurements of the world to forsake Jesus and the 
hope of the gospel. Melancholy complaint of St.Paul: « Demas 
hath forsaken me, having loved this present world,” 2 Tim. iv. 10. 
Saints are delivered from this evil world; they are redeemed from a 
vain conversation by Jesus: they are forbid by his Spirit to be con- 
formed to the world. ©, it isa blessed thing to die to the world 
before we die init. ‘The men of this world are declared enemies to 
God’s children ; itis our wisdom ever to be on our guard against 
them ; though it is our duty to behave with all kindness and courtesy, 

to do them all the good in our power, yet let us beware that they do 
us no harm. “ Can aman take fire in his bosom, and not be burnt?” — 
Prov. vi. 27. Close intimacy with carnal friends expose to danger ; 
alluring smiles from them often wound deep where open opposition 
could do no harm. “What is all the gain of the world to the happy 
sense of God’s love ? He who buys a fine suit of clothes, though ever 
.so cheap, infected with the plague, hath no great bargain. » = 


The brightest thin gs below the sky ; Our dearest joys and nearest friends, ; 
Give buta flatt’ring light ; rn _ The partners of our blood, — 

‘We should suspect some dan gernigh, — How they divide our wav’ring minds, 
Where we possess delight. © =~ And leave but half for God. ** ° 


+ 
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In the way of thy judgments, O Lord, .have we waited 
for thee: The desire of our soul is to thy name, and to 
the remembrance of thee —Isa. xxvi. 8. 


Herein appears the wisdom and glory of our Lord. He hath 
ordained the way wherein his people should walk, as well as the 
end which they shall surely enjoy, salvation. Thus is it manifest, 
by perseverance in grace and holiness, that any sinner is effectually 
called to the knowledge of Jesus and salvation by him. 

Though in regeneration the carnality and corruption of our nature 
are not destroyed, yet by the word and Spirit the soul is possessed. 
with a desire after Jesus, and the sweet remembrance of his name - 
is fixed inthe heart; he is all their desire and all their salvation ; - 
they know and feel themselves to be poor and lost ; they are humbled... 
in soul; hope from every object but Christ is cut off. But yet some 
cannot speak of such manifestations of joy and tokens of comfort 
which others tell of. Hence they distress and disquiet their minds, - 
are ready to question whether they have any true knowledge of love - 
to, and interest in the Lord. But this is not right; for it is plain 
and evident, where there is a desire of soul to the name of Jesus, 
and a remembrance in the heart of his salvation, as our only hope, 
this ariseth from a degree of knowledge and faith ; and love ‘also in 
proportion is drawn out after precious Christ. Such will be found 
waiting upon the Lord, for they see his grace. _ 

There. is something in the name of Jesus that is attracting ; that 
in the nature of his work and salvation which suits their desperate 
state, and which they love to hear of and wait for.. The secret power 
of the Spirit inclines the heart in the way of God’s judgments, in 
the ordinances of his house, in private duties, secret meditation and 
‘ reading, &c.. Yea, though in distress and affliction, still they wait 
upon, yea wait for the Lord, for more knowledge, stronger faith, 
greater love. Therefore such who lightly esteem, yea speak con- 
temptibly of such “ good desire,” speak unadvisedly with their lips; 
they “make sad the heart of the righteous, whom the Lord would 
not have made sad.” Jesus doth not despise “ the day of small 
things,” he loves the weakest lamb in his flock, he delights in the 
smallest work of his own Spirit, he doth not despise the least desire 
of the soul towards him, his loving heart will not “ break the bruised 
reed, nor quench the smoking flax, till he send forth judgment unto 
victory.” | 


God is mine all-sufficient good, » — [bless thy grace, that eer my soul 
My portion and my choice ; Had one desire to thee. 
In him my vast desires are fil?’d, No name so sweet whereon to hope, 

And all my pow’rs rejoice, As Jesus is to me. 


Voted. Dd 


, 
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Lam with you, saith the Lord of hosts: According to the 
word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of 


Egypt, so my Spirit remaineth among you: Fear ye 
not. —Hag. lis Ay Se 


Wuen the Lord calls his people to great work, or grievous 
sufferings, he animates them with strong consolations; for as their 
day i is, their strength shall be. This passage shines bright, as it 
manifests the most comforting views and clearest discoveries of 
covenant-grace and Jove to saints of old, engaged in a very arduous 
work of Jehovah. “ Whatever things were written aforetime, were 
written for our learning, that we might have hope,” Rom. xv. 4. 
Our hope is established and strengthened through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures; and as they encourage our hope, they 
also forbid our fears ; as if salvation was precarious and uncertain, as 
though the foundation of hope rested upon conditions we fulfil to 
secure it. Blessed be God faith hatha surer anchor-hold, even the 
word, the covenant, the oath of Jehovah, Father, ‘Son, and Spirit. 
The knowledge of this, under all the discouraging views of nature 
and sense, lifts the believer above himself, and makes him triumph 
in the everlasting, unchangeable love and sovereign grace of the 
glorious trinity. So children of God in every age feed upon one 
and the same bread of life, Jesus. He is the Logos, the word; with 
whom the Father covenanted for sinners. According to this, the love. 
of the Father is towards us even while we are in our natural state, 
in Egyptian bondage $ = a the love of the Lord of hosts is the cause 
of our deliverance from it, and conversion to his blessed ‘self; so alse 
his Spirit remaineth with us. By his sweet agency and power our 
blind eyes are enlightened to see the glory and suitableness of Jesus, 
our deaf ears opened to hear the loving voice of this dear charmer, 
and an understanding heart is given us to disclaim all other hope, 
aad to know and choose Jesus, believe in and love him‘as our only 
precious: Saviour, What blessed confidence is this! We are ex- 
horted to “hold it fast.” “ Hear ye not,” saith the Lord, “I am 
ever with you.” Fear and distrust are most unreasonable ; pride 
and self-glorying most abominable ; sin and disobedience - most hate- 
ful; love, humility, and gratitude, most powerfully operate upon such 
highly favored hearts. Hence faith in a covenant God, and his loving’ 
_ declarations, ever excite the most generous expressions from the 
heart. “What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits 
towards me! Thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling. 1 will rails nek the Lord 
in the land of the living,” Psalm CXYi.'8, 9,12. 






JULY 29. 223 


The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we 
“are the children of God. —Rom. } vill. 16. a 


THESE words dropt not from the pen of a saint in a state of sin- 
less perfection ; nor is this invaluable privilege, this heavenly bles- 
sing, peculiar to the experience of Paul the apostle, but to Paul, 
less than “the least of all saints, and chief of all sinners,” as he 
confesseth himself to be. It hath been enjoyed by poor sinners, 
through faith in Jesus, in all ages ; it is the common privilege of all 
christians. We may well cry out in astonishment with Soloman, 
“ But will God in yery deed dwell with men on the earth? Behold. 
heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee,” 2 Chron. 
vi. 18. Amazing condescension! “Lord what is man, sinful, hell- 
deserving man, that thou shouldest thus visit him” with thy com- 
forting presence ! Delightful to think of. There is a sweet relation 
subsists between the high and lofty one and wr etched miserable 
sinners. In Jesus they both unite. The fulness of the godhead, 
and the misery and curse of the manhood state of his people 
meet in him. From the head Jesus, the Spirit proceeds, and like the 
oil on Aaron’s head descends to all the members. To their spirits 
he bears witness, agreeable to the word of truth, of their covenant- 
relation as children, adopted sons of God by faith in Jesus Christ. 
Let no believing soul be distressed or deluded by the deceiving of 
others, so as to expect a vision, manifestation, or revelation that 
may be seen, heard, or felt by the outward senses. No; the Spirit 
bears witness to our spirits, not to our senses! even as the law bears 
witness to the conscience that we ate sinners, and works wrath © 
there ; so the blessed Spirit bears an inward witness to the mind, 
that we are the righteous children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus ; 
that “he died for our sins and rose again for our justification ; that 
in him we are chosen, beloved, accepted, justified, pardoned and 
shall be glorified with him. Thus saith Jesus, “ He shall glorify 
me, forhe shall receive of a and shall shew it unto YOY. John 
xvi. 14. : _ 

See, O believer, the riches of covenant-grace ! Adeiixe ae ihre 
_ the wonderful love of the trinity ! Hast thou received the witness of 
the Spirit of Jesus in the word through faith ! Happy, highly favored 
art thouamong men. Art thou waiting and longing for the promise 
of the Father? the joyful testimony and assurance of the Spivi it to: 
thy heart that thou art his child? It is sure ; not because of any good 
thing naturally found in thee, but because Jesus intercedes’ before 
the throne. Therefore thou mayest pray in the assurance of faith, 
having this promise to all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus, “ Your heavenly Father will give his Holy Spirit te them that 
ask him,”’ Luke xi. 13. 


- - 


924 JULY 30. 


And yet for all that, when they bein the land of their ene- 
mies, Iwill not cast them away, neither will I abhor 
them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my covenant 
with them: for Lam the Lord their God.—Ley. XXvi. 44. 


Can any child of God read his Father’s awful threatenings in- 
this chapter, and think light of sin? Can he count it a small thing 
to walk contrary to God’s revealed mind and will? Indeed one would 
think it impossible ; nor can we hardly believe any one who has 
known the true grace of God could read this verse and ever dare 
open his mouth and shoot his arrows of bitter words against the doc- 
trines of everlasting, electing love, sovereign grace, and the certain 
salvation of every redeemed soul. But alas ! when the mouth of 
protd man is not held in by the bridle of humility, what awful, what 


horrid speeches will he dare to utter, even against the plain and 
express declarations of Jehovah himself! The rank weeds of natural 
notions are offensive to gracious souls. Pride, unbelief, and corrupt 
‘reason, mutually strengthen each other in carnal hearts, in enmity 
and opposition to free-grace truths. But what is a bone of contention 
to such, is wholesome comfortable food to self-emptied and humble 
souls, through the faith of Jesus. ; 

To eyery self-abased soul, who has no hope but in the word of the 
Lord, no confidence but in the covenant-love of Jesus our Mediator, 
the Lord our God speaks thus comfortably ; ‘ Though in the land,” 
yea as thou often fearest, in the hand and under the power of thine 
enemy, O hear and rejoice ! thy Lord saith, “ I will not cast away, 
abhor, utterly destroy.” Though thou hast broken the covenant, yet 

God will not. It is firm as the mountains; unshaken as the rocks. 
God will visit for sin, chastise for provocations, correct for backslid- 
ing. All this is covenant-love ; but to cast away his children he will 
not: to abhor them he cannot; to destroy aud punish them in hell is 
contrary to his truth, his,justice, his promise, his oath, his covenant, 
established in love, and ratified by the blood of Jesus, his Son, our 
Saviour. What tongue saith, Is itso? Come then, let us sin with 
an high hand! Poor soul, thy speech bewrayeth thee. The sound 
of grace has only reached thine ear; but where it is known and felt 
in the heart; it speaks otherwise. God’s free, loving, absolute decla- 
rations attract to love and obedience. The grace of God that brings 
salvation, teaches to deny all ungodliness, &c. Tit. ii. 11, 12. 


The promise of my Father’slove ~ To this dear cov’nant of thy. word 
Shall stand for ever good : Iset my worthless name ; 

Re said, and gave his soul to death, Iseal th’ engagement to my Lord, 
And seal’d the grace with blood. And make my humble claim, : 


JULY 31. 225 


“They shall put you out of the synagogues.—John xvi Dh 


So it must be in all ages. The scriptures cannot be broken. 
But what are the crimes of the ministers of Jesus, to deserve such 
usage? Is it for a life of intemperance and lewdness, of sin and folly, 
in frequenting play-houses, card-tables, routs, assemblies, horse- 
racing $ &c. No; friends of the Lamb have done with all such vain 
paltry matter. Their hearts feed upon infinitely higher delights, 
and their time is too precious to be devoted to sacrifice upon the 
altars of heathenish vanities. For these things they might gain no 
censure, but keep their places in the synagogues, and their characters 
in the world as good, honest, orthodox preachers, and stand free from 
the charge of mopish, dreaming enthusiasts; chief priests themselves 
being judges. | * 

But they stand arraigned of crimes of the highest nature, even of 
inverting the very order of things; “ turning the world upside down;” 
7 preaching one Jesus who was hanged upon a tree,” Acts x. 39, 
as the sinner’s only hope and salvation. That hence glory is given to 
God in the highest; peace on earth, and good-will to men is pro- 
claimed :—that the whole of salvation is of God’s free grace and 
unmerited love. From this charge faithful ministers of Christ will 
not desire to be acquitted. Love to their precious master, to his 
blessed truth, to his dear people, inspires them with boldness. Itis 
the highest honor, the greatest glory Jesus puts upon them, when they 
are called to suffer for this. “ Yea, saith our Lord, the time cometh | 
that whosoever killeth you, will think he doth God service.” Zeal 
for God is a pretence for persecution. But what is our Lord’s rea- 

son? “ These things will they do unto you, because they have not 
known the Father nor me.” But he observed that on hearing these 
things, sorrow filled his disciples hearts. Spmpathizing Lord! he » 
instantly gives them a promise—of what? Power to call fire from 
heaven to destroy their adversaries? No; quite the reverse ; of a 
‘blessed, inward comforter, the dove. He was to teach them to act 
with meekness, and in patience to posses their souls. See the 
Spirit’s influence in the conduct of Peter and John, and their courage 
and constancy in the cause of their dear master—Acts iv. Their 
very enemies, who commanded: them nor to preach in the name of 
Jesus, saw their boldness with wonder, and were silenced with their 
reasoning. Admire arid imitate, O ye suffering servants of a once 
suffering Lord. “ How forcible are right words!” Job vi. 25. 
How prevailing is a meek spirit! Peter and John said, “ Whether it 
be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, . 
judge ye !” “ Ar: the apostles departed from the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame, for his name,” 
Acts v. 41. 


226 AUGUST 1. 


For what shall it profit a man, f he shall gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul? Or what shall aman give 
in exchange for his soul ?—Mark viii. 36, 37. 


Hast thou heard the voice of thy beloved ? art thou a willing 
disciple of adespised master? But does the flesh shrink from, mur- 
mur and reason against taking up the cross daily, ‘and suffering the 
loss of all things?’ Listen, O soul, to the reasonings of wisdom. 
Though the followers of the Lamb are counted fools and madmen, yet 

their dear master here teaches them such reasoning and argument, 
drawn from the nature and fitness of things, as will in a dying hour, 
and at the judgment-day, silence the tongue of every adversary. 
Ever use thy master’s weapon. Reason daily, O christian, upon 
thy spiritual gain, by the knowledge of Jesus. Study to look with 
contempt upon thy trifling worldly loss.. What is all the wisdom. of 
this world but folly ? the righteousness of the whole world, but filthy 
rags? the hopes ofa fallen world, but miserable delusion? the plea- 
sures of a gay world, but vanity ? the riches of the world, but deceit- 
fulness? the honors of the world, butan empty sound? All these, 
though possessed and enjoyed, cannot profit the soul. 
Nay, rather like Job’s friends, they often only prove miserable. 
comforters, distress the mind, but can never bring comfort to the ~ 
soul. Though often set by the enemy before our eyes in the most ; 
conspicuous view and advantageous light, as satan tempted our Lord; 
yet, is there any comparison between an eternal gain and a temporal 
loss? Verily, one moment’s communion with Jesus by faith, infi- 
nitely transcends a whole life of threescore years and ten, spent in 
all the glory and happiness this whole world can yield. ©, this one 
word, “thou fool, this hour thy soulis required of thee,”’ is adeath- 
stroke to all worldly enjoyments. ‘Fee 
What then can be placed in competition with an “exceeding and. 
an eternal weight of glory ?” How great is the worth of the soul ! it- 
is immortal. How rich the love of God! it is everlasting. How : 
transcendent the love of Jesus! it passeth knowledge. How amazing 
the grace of the Holy Ghost! it proceeds from both. | Itis through 
his power any poor sinner is able to say, “ What things were gain 
to me, those I count loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless ; and I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowled ge of Christ Jesus . 
my Lord; for whom] have suffered the loss of all things, and count 
Rip mess that I may win, Christ and be found in him,” &¢c. Phil. 
TL, Fi Be Oxy aye ' . 
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pains survey the wond rous cross © Were the whole nealm of nature mine, 
ae “sii bi oe of glory dy’d, ' That were a present far too small; 
My richest cain nazi ivi 

1 g count but loss, Love so amazing, so divine, 


1 ie! ae . 
And pour contempt on all beside. _ Demands my soul, my life, my all. 


AUGUST 2. Sy 


God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world ts crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world.—-Gal. vi. 14. . 


Saran is very busy to hinder the christian’s glory in Jesus 
only. As anadversary to the truth, he objects, by the men of the 
world, and it is frequently suggested to the belieyer’s mind, “ Jesus 
is ever uppermost in your heart and tongue ; you ascribe no glory 
to God the Father, and to the holy Spirit.” But thisis vain and 
ignorant; for in our crucified Jesus we behold the great love of the 
Father. Our glorying in the cross of Christ alone, is by the grace — 
and teaching of the Holy Spirit, whose office it is to testify of Jesus 
only, and of salvation by none other ; so saith our Lord, He shall 
. glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you,” John xvi. 14. adh 3 

God forbid that any man upon earth, all the devils in hell, all the 
lustsinour nature, or unbelief of our hearts, should corrupt our 
mindsfrom the simplicity of Christ, or prevent our glorying in our 
ever dear, ever lovely Jesus of Nazareth; for he hung on the ac- 
cutsed. tree, with all our guilt, and sin, and shame in his naked, 
exposed body. Was he ashamed to own our vile characters, or love 
our sinful persons? No: shall we be ashamed to own and confess 
his innocent person, his glorious name, his gracious words, his ac- 
cursed death, his perfect salvation? Surely then the very stones in the 
steet would cry out against us. And Jesus says, ‘“‘ whosoever shall 
be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful gene~ 
ration, of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels,” Mark vil. 38! Te - 
expect salvation from no other, and all salvation from this man Jesus, 
this fellow, this malefactor, as the Jews accounted him, as suffer- 
ing, dying on the cross, a gibbet, a gallows ; this is the very essence 
of the gospel, the glory of God’s grace, the wonder of angels, and 
the envy of devils; this is the only hope of a poor humble sinner, 

and the triumph of faith. , 

- Who can fully describe the blessedness of Jesus-glorifying souls! 
As they find and feel new life from his cross, they experience a ~ 
crucifixion and death to all legal hopes and vain confidence, which a 
self-righteous world glory in. From the cross of Jesus they view 
the world with allits pomps and pleasures, riches and honors, glory 
and happiness, as accursed, sentenced and devoted to destruction. 
Therefore, as crucified persons by the faith of Jesus, we die daily — 
to the world. “Christ is our life,” Col. ii. 4. 


Our faith adores thy bleeding love, Let the vain world pronounce it shame, 
And trusts for life in one that dy’d ; And fling their scandals on the cause! 
We hope for heavenly crowns above, We come to boast our Saviour’s name, 
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228. ' AUGUST’? i 
And Iwill brine the third part through the fire, and will 


refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as 
gold is tried : they shall callon my name, and I will hear 
them; I will say it is my people ; ; and they shall say, 
the Lordi is my God. ——-Zech. xu 9. 


-O, c1ve me comforts or I die, eae the soul ! for surely was I 
a child of God, should not be thus tried, afflicted, and distressed. 
Nay, saith the Saviour, “ye know not what ye ask.” Dost thou 
forget the exhortation which’ speaketh unto you as unto children ? 
« My son despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him,” Heb. xii. 5. Did I bid thee believe on 
me? Believe also my words: “it is through much tribulation thou 
must enter my kingdom,” Acts xiv. 22. This profitable lesson, 
though grievous to the flesh, must be learned. Like Peter, we pray 
to be excused being washed by our Lord. But we consider not his 
love, nor our own advantage. “If I] wash thee not, thou hast ne 
part with me,” saith Jesus. “If ye are without chastisement, then 
are ye bastards and not sons.” “I will bring thee through the fire ; 
I will refine thee; I will try thee.’ Why? Because thou art not 
reprobate silver, nor counterfeit metal ; therefore I will take pains 
with thee. “Iwil/ purge away thy dross. and thy sin, and purify 
thee in the furnace.” Verily, thy graces shall shine brighter, thy 
faith grow stronger, thy love burn more fervent, and thy. obedience be 
more cheerful. Therefore “I chasten whom I love,” saith the 
Lord.. be ei 
Nothing can reconcile tile to afflictive allotments, am looking 
en them as covenant-dispensations. The loving Father's promise is 
the beloved children’s portion. “I will never turn away from them 
to do them good,” Jer. xxxii. 40, Suchis the covenant-love of our 
covenant God. Here faith fixes its hold, and waits the promised. bles- 
sing. Though saints desire to be passive, yet they cannot be silent ; 
* for they shall call-on my name,” even the’ name above all other 
names, J esus the precious Saviour. Saith the Lord, “I will not only 
hear, but answer.” “tis I,” saith Jesus to the terrified disciples, 
“be not afraid.’”? “Itis my dear people that call,’ saith the Lord. 
As the affectionate mother knows the voice of her own dear child, 
she listens, she runs to its relief. So the Lord speaks with affection 
_ and love, “ my people”? So souls reply in faith, with Thomas,. my. 
Lord, my God. O, happy to live, not so much on comforts as on “the. 
God ofall comfort,” 2 Cor. i. 3. ‘ 
Blest is the man thy hands chastise, But God will ne’er forsake his saints, 
And tovhis duty draw 5 ; Nor his own promise break ; 
Thy scourges make thy children wise, He pardons his inheritance 
hen they forget thy law. For their Redeemer’s sake. 


AUGUST 4, . oe 


And-Hazael said, But what, is thy servant aidog, that he 
should do this §reat thing 22 Kings vill. 13... 


O, rue treachery of the human heart! both scripture and expe- 
rience prove this melancholy truth, that it is “deceitful above. all 
things, and desperately wicked.” Who can fathom the depths of its 
deceits ? who can understand the misery of iniquity which lies con- 
cealed in the nature of sinful man? “Alas! presumptuous confidence 
that our nature’ is not so totally corrupt and abominable, too, too oft 
deceives and betrays even the children of God. This wretch Hazael, 
who had premeditated rebellion and murder in his heart, yet starts 
at the prediction of these crimes which as yet had no real existence. ‘ 
Doubtless he thought Elisha judged very hard of him; he could 
almost stare the prophet out of countenance; and, as though he 
charged him with degrading the dignity of his human nature, he 
demands whether he looked on him no better than an unclean beast, 
a fierce devouring dog, that he should commit such abominable 
wickedness? His very nature even shuddered at the very thoughts. 
But the history assures us “ lust had conceived, and it brought’ forth 
sin ;” which ended in the murder of his royal master ! Hazael fully 
verified all the prophet’s prediction. ; 

Boast not of thyself, © christian ; say not, Iam a converted man, @ 
believer in Jesus, not an unclean wretch like this Hazael ; therefore 
I shall not fall into that and the other sin. Be not high-minded, but 
fear. -Thou standest not by thine own strength, but by faith. This 
grace ever léads out of self to its object, Christ. Flatter not thyself, 
that thy cérrupt nature is in any-wise better than another; know there 
is no difference. Deceive not thyself with conceits of perfection in 
the flesh, or with the deluded dream, that the root of sin is entirely 
destroyed in thy nature. Ever remember, « that in the flesh dwells 
no good thing;” that it is and ever will be prone to evil continually. 
Happy for thee that thou art new-born, MO deride in the Spirit of 
thy mind. Tt is thy privilege'to live under the influence of grace and 
love. But still'thy fallen nature is ever the same, the old man is still 
alive ; there is the tinder of corruption, which may take fire from 
the devil’s sparks of temptation. What thou art least “suspecting, 
yea when thou art most confident of standing, thou mayest be in 
the greatest danger of falling. ‘What’ thou fearest not to-day, to- 
morrow may overcome thee. Think not more highly of thyself 
than thou oughtest to think. Be sober; watch unto prayer. “God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble,” 1 Pet. v. 5. 


Sin hath a thousand treach’rous arts, . She pleads for all the joy she brings, 
To practise on the mind ; {hearts, And gives a fair pretence ; 
With flatt’ning looks she tempts our But cheats the soul of heav’nly things, 


But leaves a sting bebind. rs And chains it down to sense. 
Vou. f, Ee 


* 


Bs, AUGUST 5. 


Let us runvwith patience the race set before us.--Heb. 
Xi. ly 
A uivexy faith begets a cheerful heart. A joyful hope makes a 
resigned soul. An humble mind produceth a patient spirit. So we 
run with pleasure our short race, “ looking unto Jesus.” But alas! 
shame to us, there is a sin which easily besets us and which draws a 
train of burdens and distresses along with it. Why are poor dis- 
ciples’ minds harrassed by frequent murmurings and impatience? 
Why their tempers soured with evil passions, and they utter hasty, 
angry, unbecoming speeches ? Verily, unbelief is the cause of all 
this. Their minds are clouded ; they do not see Jesus ; they do not 
consider Jesus as seeing them; they do not look to Jesus for patience: 
hence satan gets an advantage over them : pride begets impatience of 
spirit. Then, with fretful Jonah they cry out, « I do well to be angry.” 
Well, soul, and how do you find your mind after doing thus well? 
what is the frame of your soul after thus’ gratifying the will of the 
flesh, your proud self-will ! what hast thou gained hereby but dejec- 
tion of spirit and sorrow of heart? what hast thou lost? Even the 
comforting view of Jesus). and the sweet sense of peace: thus the 
feet are entangled in a snare ; and, instead of running with patience, 
we sit down in sorrow. Tossed by stormy winds, in a tempestuous 
ocean, the poor bark.seems driven back many degrees from the 
haven of rest and peace. So we suffer loss of patience by looking 
from Jesus to other objects. While. our beloved is viewed, patience 
possesses the heart, the feet run with delight the way of God’s com~ 
mandments, and we look forward, with cheerful hope. Patience 
sweetens afflictions and improves exercises and trials. It keeps the 
heart from envy, the hand from revenge, the tongue from evil- 
speaking, and overcomes enemies without weapons ; for it draws all 
its strength from Christ’s leve, the sweetness of his presence, and 
hope of his glory. A Partyr tormented by infidels, was asked by 
way of reproach, what miracle his Christ had done? He replied, you. 
now behold one: he enables me to bear your reproaches, and suffer 
your tortures with patience. Iam not moved. Is not this a miracle 
worthy your notice ? Whatever befals our souls is. the wise allotment 
of our loving Father! We are exhorted to “run with patience,” 
that we may not lie down in sorrow. The sun of consolation shalt 
‘shine bright on our souls; while “we press forward towards the 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus,” 
Phil. ui. 14. : Week 


i 


Olet my thoughts be humble still, The patient soul, the lowly mind 
And all my carriage mild, f Enjoys a sweet reward ; 
Content, my Father, with thy will, ~ Let saints in sorrow be resign’d, 


And quiet as a child. he And trast a faithful Lord. 


AUGUST ‘. = 
fle that believeth on the Son of God, hath the witness in 
himself-—1 John v. 10. Nap 


Many of the weak lambs of Jesus, are ene perplexed in their 
minds about the nature of faith. From the corr uption of their hearts, 
the workings of the enemy, unscriptural notions they have -been 
taught, and opposings of unbelief to the weakness of their faith, 
they are often ready to question, nay, sometimes to conclude they 
have not the “ faith of God’s elect.” Here is a certain rule to deter- 
mine by: this, if clearly understood in the light of the Spirit, will 
satisfy and comfort weak hearts. Mind, the apostle doth not say, 
he that believeth hath no sin, no doubts; knows his sins are for- 
given, and hath full assurance of his own salvation. No: “but he 
hath the witness in himself.” What is this but an inward testimony 
of what is outwardly revealed in the word? As the Spirit bears wit- 
ness in-the word to Jesus the incarnate Son of God, the only true 
and all-sufficient Saviour of guilty, perishing sinners, so he, who 
thus believeth on the Son of God, hath this divine, satisfying, ex- 
perimental testimony brought into his mind and conscience by the - 
Holy Ghost. He hath an evidence in himself which neither men nor 
devils can destroy. Though he finds and feels himself a lost crea- 
ture, a helpless sinner; so weak that he can do nothing to save him- 
self; so vile that his nature is at enmity against Jesus and his sulva- 
tion ; yet he believes the Son of God came to seek and to'save such— 
that there is all salvation in him and in no other such. Thus believ- 
ing, he hath the witness or testimony of the love of the ever blessed 
trinity in the salvation of sinners in his heart. The love of the Fa- 
ther in the gift of his Son ; the love of Jesus in coming to save, and 
the love of the Spirit in testifying to this in the word, and by the faith 
of it in his heart. 

Happy would it be for poor sinners; if instead of poring over them- 
selves, they looked more steadily to the xk of Jesus ; considered 
more constantly the fulness of his redemption, the freeness of his 
salvation, and regarded the outward witness to the truth in the word, 
Faith in this would bring comfort to the heart ; so would their doubts 
and fears yanish ; the fruits of faith more evidently appear ; and their 
minds, in God’s own time, would be fully satisfied about their own 

“interest in Jesus, and the knowledge of forgiveness of their sins by 
the witness of the Holy Spirit through faith: for faith in the Son of 
God, above all other things hath the pre-eminence. If the soul is 
filled with peace and joy, it is in believing ; if with assurance of par- 
don of sins, it is through faith in Jesus ; if sealed with the Spirit, it 


is in believing. “ And this is the victory that over cometh ‘the world, 


even our faith,” 1 John v. 4. 3 “4 POR EET 


232 AUGUST #. 


I fear, lestby any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtiliy, so your minds should be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ.—2 Oor.:xi.. 24 


By a godly fear in the heart, the Lord keeps his people from 
totally,departing from him. But there is ever danger from satan, 
from mex, yea and from brethren too, of our minds being corrupted 
and beguiled, so ds to suffer the loss of that singleness of eye and 
simplicity of heart towards our dear Saviour, by which the soul is 
only kept happy. If the Lord’s prophet had been more jealous over 
himself, and more simple to his master’s voice, the fair speech of 
his brother had not betrayed him to disobedience and death, by the 
mouth of the lion——See 1 Kings xiii. 24. . 

Could satan so beguile Eve as to make her an instrument of death 
to herself, to the dear partner of her life, and to all their'posterity ? 
O disciples, “take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye 
not in any brother, for every brother will utterly supplant, and every 
neighbour will walk with slanders,” Jer. ix. 4. But how comes all 


this? Alas! because “they are not valiant for the truth upon the 


earth,” verse 3. Satan’s subtilty hath robbed them of Christ’s sim- 


plicity. The abiding, comforting presence, the sweet fellowship of 
Jesus are obscured to their mind. Jesus is not simply and con- 
stantly lived upon. The living actings of faith, the constant outgo- 


ings of the soul, the continual looking to, and daily hanging upon 
Jesus for salvation from hour to’ hour, isnot enjoyed in the heart. 


Corrupted minds grow clouded. Hence they lose sight of our 
beloved friend; sweet simplicity departs, and other objects too oft 
become the subjects of converse and meditation. This is an infec; 
tious disorder ; it rages among the children of God; itis easily 
catched ; simple faith in Jesus is bewildered by perplexing notions ; 


love to Jesus grows coldyby keeping at a distance from him; and 
_ once humble, simple heafts get into doubting-castle. Satan cries, 


“ There, there, so would I have it.”’ Though Jesus will never 
forsake them, yet he suffers their own folly to correct them. By 
their smarting he teaches them to be wiser. -Chaste virgins are 
jealous over their eyes, their tongues, and hearts lest they give 
encouragement to unlawful love. We are equaliy to be on our guard 
against the corrupt principles of proud self-righteous Pharisees, as 


‘against the licentious principles of Antinomians. Both draw from 


the simplicity that is in Christ. The light of the body is the eye; 
“if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of 
light,” Matt. vi. 22, _ 


Satan appears almost divine, Fly from the false deceiver’s tongue, 
Like mnocenee and love ; Ye sons of Adam, fly ; 
But the old serpent lurks within, Our parents found the snare too strong, 


When he assumes the dove, Nor should the children try. 


AUGUSE® . ~~ By 


Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: Be ready always 
togive an answer to every man that asketh you areason 
of the hope that is in you, with meckness and fear.— 
1 Pesan b5. | ' Bi. 

Wuen the Lord Jesus is the glory of the soul, it is the soul's 
glory to sanctify him, and him only. How joyful to have one’s 
heart detached from every other object and hope, and its whole 
delight to glorify our Savieur ! How ravishing to dwell on the won- 
ders of his love, the riches of his grace, the greatness of his suffer- 
ings, the fulness of his redemption, the perfection of his righteous- 
ness, the prevalency of his intercession, and all issuing in the eternal 
life of such vile sinful wretches as we are ! Verily, under such views, 
most chéerfully does the believer sanctify the Lord Immanuel in his 
heart. Hence, how powerful is his soul animated with holy bold- 
ness against the fear of man! Yea, inflamed with love to the truth, 
how ready to give a reason of his hope! Perhaps, through the 

‘warmth of his zeal, and the heat of his affections, he does not always 

act wisely herein ; but does what he is fordid by his Lord, “ casts his 

pearls before swine.” Hence he finds, as they were ignorant of the 
worth of his jewels, they turn upon him with wrath. The apostle 
seems to guard against this. ; | 
Christian, thou art to be always ready to answer, and to give a 
‘yeason of thy hope. But to whom ? Every man that asks with meek- 
ness and fear: meek to receive instruction ; fear of error; and desires 
to know the truth as itis in Jesus. As the christian has freely 
received, soit is his delight freely to give to others. He hopes the 
Lord may make him the happy instrument of conviction, conversion, 
and edification to other souls. Faris it from the nature of a chris- 
tian “to eat his morsel alone.” He is to imitate the meckness of 
the lamb in his temper. The boldness of the lion is to accompany 

‘his concern for God’s glory and the se of his truth. Meek in 

speech, but not with timid fear to answer. When God’s truth. is 
the subject, the strongest confidence and the greatest courage are 
our glory. What is thy hope, O christian? Is it ‘any other than — 
«“ God’s mystery, Christ im you, the hope of glory ?”” Col. ee Oe 
Dost thou see such infinite charms, such inestimable glory in that 
despised Jesus, who was hanged upon a tree as an accursed malefic- 
tor? that he is the only hope of thy soul? the only glory of thy } 
heart? O, blessed, highly favored art thou! Is it not thy joy to say, 

Come and hear, all ye that fear Gop, and I will declare what he 

hathedOtie for my soul?” Psalm Ixvi. 16. otek y Paar 


With joy we tell the scofiing age, 
He that was dead has left the tomb ; 
Fle lives above their utmost rage, 
And we ave waiting till he come. 


Let the vain world pronounce its shame, 
And fling their scandals on our eanse ; 
We glory in our Saviour’s name, : 
And make our triumphs in his cross. 


234 7 AUGUST 9. 
Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing 
shall offend them.—Psalm cxix. 165. - 


Aut inward peace and tranquility of mind are from the know- 
ledge and love of the law of the Lord. Buthath not the apostle told 
us, “the law worketh wrath?” Rom. iv. 15. Have not believers 
experienced a sense of wrath in the conscience, through “ the know- 
ledge of sin by the law?” Yes, verily. But this law, the moral law, 

is subservient to the everlasting law of love, the eternal covenant of 
grace and peace ; therefore in time “it was added because of trans- 
gressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made;” 
even Jesus, the seed of the woman, in whom the law of peace and 
salvation centered ; of whom the ceremonial law was a shadow; and 
by whose holy life, the moral law received perfect obedience to all 
its demands, and a full satisfaction for all its curses and penalties by 
his sin-atoning sacrifice. : ; . 
This eternal law, or purpose of God, was manifested by promise 
from Jehovah himself to. the sin-convicted pair immediately after 
their fall; and confirmed again both by promise and oath to Abraham 
and his seed, which is Christ. “ This law or covenant that was 
confirmed before of God in Christ, the law which was four hundred 
and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the 
promise of none effect,” Gal. iii. 17. No; this law of life, by 
promise, is “ sure to all the seed,” Ttis immutable, it is unchange- 
able, therefore not one of them can perish. Hence this law of sal- 
vation is the delight of believers. They have great peace from: it. 
For with Paul, they know “the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made us free from the law of sin and death,” Rom. viil. 2. Hence 
with David they say, “O how love I thy law! it is my meditation 
all the day.” Though many things from within and without grieve 
and offend them, yet nothing from the law of grace and truth which 
eame by Jesus Christ shall. Christ is not “a stone of stumbling, 
and arock of offence to them; they stumble not at the word of his 
grace.” They are not offended because it teacheth that salvation is 
all of grace, according to election, through the blood and righteous- . 
ness of Christ; applied to their souls in faith by the Holy Spirit. 
No; all this is their consolation and joy. ‘The commands of J esus do 
not offend them, “they are allin love: “ His commandments are not 
grievous,” 1 John v. 3. Thus, all ‘their joy and rejoicing is in 
Christ Jesus only, while they confidently and comfortably hope for 
eternal life, by God's purpose and grace, according to the everlasting 
law of love, and his free gift by Jesus Christ, Rom. vi. 22. 


*. 


AUGUST 10. ' 935 


The wisdom that is from above, is first pure, then peace- 
able, &c.—James iar 7 rok, BRE Le A 


True knowledge centers in this one point, namely, that Jesus 
is our wisdom; evenas the sun is the only source of all light. From 
hence light is communicated to the earth freely. As that hath no 
power to influence the sun to shed forth its comforting beams of light, 
so neither are we able or willing, while in a state of sin and folly, to 
exert any power to procure wisdom. But unasked, unsought, un- 
merited’; Jesus, who is emphatically stiled wisdom, come down 
from above, that wisdom might once more be found in our nature. 
In him most conspicuously shone forth every perfection of purity, 
peace, gentleness, &c. é 
This is our gospel to believe, that thus Jesus hath “ abounded 
towards us in all wisdom,” Eph. i, 8. Soalsoitis the rich expe- 
rience of his members, that “ out of his fulness we all receive.” 
Hence we are made wise unto salvation, for we know, love, and 
approve of Jesus, as «made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sancti- 
fication, and redemption.” This is our chief glory, to glory in Aim, 
who is our greatest glory : this our highest wisdom, to glory in him 
who is our wisdom. 

Nature with all its powers is averse to this; but wisdom seeks and 
apprehends us ; causeth us to hear her voice, to be in love with her 
beauty ; or we should never have had so much as one desire after her. 
They cry after wisdom, is wisdom in the heart.. A desire after Jesus, 
is from Jesus being known to the soul. Thus Christ prevents us: 
he first cometh from above to us, then we soar from beneath towards 

This is the purity of true wisdom : ithath no mixture with any 
thing from beneath. All the human systems and carnal schemes 
which the “ wise of this world” call religion, as well as the impurty 
ef the flesh, it turns from. It brings purity of affection to’ Jesus only, 
like a chaste virgin who thas but one object of love: it brings peace 
to the soul through the same object. Thus where Christ ‘dwelleth 
in the heart by faith, that soul dwells in wisdom, and is united to 
purity and peace, &c. When the soul hath but once tasted this wis- 
dom that cometh from above, there is an insatiable thirst after more ; 
that so from this uncorrupted fountain the pleasing streams of purity, 
peace, gentleness, mercy, and good fruits, may incessantly flow. 
« Thus wisdom is justified of all her children,” Matt. xi. 19. 


Nature with open volame stands , Here, on the eross ’tis fairest drawn 

To spread ber Maker’s praise abroad: In precious blood and evimson lines. 
Andev’ry labour of his hands O, the sweet wonders of that eross,  s 
Shews something worthy of aGod. @ = Where God the Saviour lov’d and dy’d ! 
But in the grace that reseu’d man Her noblest life my Spirit draws 

Ilis brightest form of glory shines ; Frem his dear wounded bleeding side. © 


ss 


236 _ AUGUST 11. 


Now I know thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not with- 
held thy son, thine only son from me.—Gen. xxii. 12. 


So spake Jesus to his friends of old. What ! did not God know 
that Abraham feared him before this? Doubtless he did. Butnow 
in the exercise of faith and love he approved himself to God. He 
gave full ‘evidence that God’s comtnandments are not grievous : that 
it was his joy and delight to obey his God. Lord, give what. thou 
commandest, and command what thou wilt, is the breathing of faith 
and love ! "Thus was the faith of Abraham justified by its fruits. 
Seest thou how his faith wrought by his works? And by works he 
gave full proof that he possest the fuith of God’s elect. Thus he 
obtained this glorious testimony to his own soul from the mouth of 
the Lord: “ Now I know that thou fearest God with a loving, filial 
fear. Thy faith worketh by love ; it has influenced thy heart to this 
eminent act of cheerful, unreserved obedience to me.” His faith 
consulted not flesh and blood ; it surmounted carnal reason. The 
command of the Lord was the only rule of his conduct. He both 
sacrificed and enjoyed his Isaac. Thus saith Jesus to every believer, 
“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you,” John xy. 
14. The Spirit of God, by St. James, stiles him a “ vain man,’’ who. 

‘thinks he may have faith destitute of works, James ii. 20. 
- It is the wisdom of a christizn to know that his justification in the 
sight of God, through the blood and righteousness of Jesus, is “per. 
fect and entire, lacking nothing.” This is received by faith only. 
But this. belief cannot exist without its object, Jesus; therefore it 
cannot be alone in the heart without love. Faith works by love, and 
love lives by faith. This inward principle manifests itself by obedi- _ 
ence, As.an'outward evidence. ‘Thus the believer’s works are mani- . 
fest thatithey are wrought in Ged,,and that the soul walks in the light 
of God’s truth andlove. But ales ! it is an awful case amongst pro- 
fessors, as Paul said on another occesion, “ Many are sick and weak. 
among you, and many are fallen’ asleep,? through the intoxicating 
draughts of the love of this world, and living after the flesh.. Such 
have no inward testimony that they please God. They possess not 
joy and peace in belieyin g. They give no outward evidence that they 
are married to the Lamb, and live by faitli on bira.. « k-xamaine thy- 
' self, O christian, whether thou art in the fuith 3 prove thy own 
self. Knowest tow not thine own self, how that Jesus Christ is in 
thee,except thou be ar probate,” 2 Cor, xiii. 5. _ 


Grace, like an uneorrapted seed, Not by the terrors of a'slave,” 
Abides and reigns within 5 Do they perform his will; 

Im mortal principies forbid . But with the noblést pow’rs they have, 
Thesonsef Gedtosin,  §° - * re iissweet commands fulfil, — 


- 
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AUGUST 19. 237 
Whom he justified, them he also glorified. —Rom., vill. 30. 


War poor scanty thogphte do we too often entertain of the 
love and beneficence of our covenant God! At best our conceptions 
are too contracted: we are straitened in our own bowels, while we 
have no cause to be straitened in the super- abounding grace of our 
Lord : we have little reason to borrow contracted thoughts of God’s 
love from Egyptian task-masters. Our own cor rupt nature too, too 
eften furnishes with carnal pleas and unbelieving suggestions, which 
weaken our faith, cool our love, damp our zeal, deject our spirits, 
and grieve our hearts. Simple hearts should have nothing to do but 
with the plain simple truths of God. Hath the Lord said it? He will 
also do it. Faith defies satan’s power, and smiles at human con- 
tradictions. Thouch humbled souls lie low in self-abasement, yet. 
their views are exalted to the highest confidence, by God’s purposes, 
declarations, and promises in Christ Jesus. So they are established 
in the truth. 

All the blessings of grace and glory are sure to every believer ; 
for all such are in Jesus beloved, justified and saved in the sight of 
God. So also in themselves, they are discharged from guilt, abe 
solved from punishment, acquitted from the curse of the law. When 
the comforter brings the sweet knowledge of this to the conscience, 
then how do they triumph in Jesus! Satan cannot see this without 
envy. Then he stirs up all the powers of nature and corrupt reason 
to stop their glorying. Some miserable teachers are not aware 
whom they serve, when they talk of Jesus’ righteous, justified mem- 
bers being consigned over to eternal damnation. Justification by 
faith is a fruit of electing love. All suchas are chosen to salvation, 
they can never perish. Says St. Austin, “Ifany of the elect perish, 
God is deceived; but God is not deceived, therefore none of the 
elect can perish ; for the Lord knoweth who are his.” In Jesus they 
have a sure right and title to glory. And the Lord the Spirit glorifies 
every justified soul. The church, the King’s daughter, he makes 
all-glorious within now. So each member hath a meetness. for glory 
above. The glory of God lies near the hearts of sanctified souls. 
The way of truth and the paths of holiness are their delight. Sanc- 
tification of the Spirit in inseparable from belief of the truth. Both 
spring from the electing love of God the Father, and shall most 
assuredly issue in certain salvation of every happy subject. This is 
the challenge of Jesus: “ Father I wil/ that those whom thou hast e 


given me, be with me where I am,” John xvii. 24. 


To God the only wise, + " Soon all the chosen seed 

Our Saviour and our King, Shall meet around the throne, 

Let all the saints below the skies Shall bless the conduet of his grace, 
Their humble praises bring. _And make his wonders known. 


Vato so, Ff 


o 
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238 AUGUST 1S, 

Learn of me, for Tam meek and lowly in heart + and ge 
shall find rest to your souls.—Matt. xi. 29. 

Tuvs, with tender affection, speaks Jesus our prophet to the 
ambs of his flock. He well knows we stand in need of daily instruc- 
tion from him: he teaches us in the truth as we are able to bear > 
he knows the weakness of our understandings ; he is “ touched with 
‘a feeling of our infirmities.” Therefore, lest our poor hearts should 
“at any time conceive thoughts of him contrary to his nature and 
office, he says, “Iam meek and lowly of heart.” You find that 
-you are poor sinners ; ignorant of many truths ; exercised with many 
conflicts, trials and temptations : do not think of me only as the high 
“and lofty oné who inhabiteth eternity, but as dwelling also with hum- 
“ble hearts. Look not on me asan austere master, a terrible lawgiver, 
‘a severe judge, who watches over you for evil, and is ever ready to 
‘take all advantages against you. No: Iam your condescending, 
meek and lowly Saviour; your loving friend and kind instructor ; 


“therefore come and listen to my words : “ Learn of me.” 


. 


“What sweet encouragement is this! Art thou, O soul, tossed 


“with temptations? Harrassed with corruptions? Beset with sinful 


‘passions? Do these bring disquiet upon thy mind, distress to thy 
‘conscience, and are a wearisome burden’ to thy spirits, so that thou 
“dost not enjoy settled ease and composed rest? Remember thy 
“Saviour’s lowly character and kind advice. He hath an ear for thy 
‘complaints, a heart of Jove to pity thee, a powerful arm to relieve 
“thee. With sweet familiarity pour out thy heart to him: as a bosom~- 
friend tell him of thy sorrows, thy complaints, and fears. Always 
‘bear in mind his kind invitation ; the loving meekness and'lowliness 


i of his heart, and the blessedness of his promise. He hath spoken it, 
~and will he not bring it to pass? He hath said it, and will he not fulfil 


it? “Ye shall find rest to your souls: sweet tranquility and inward 
composure as can be found in no object besides Jesus. Could the 
children of this world persuade us there is no evil in their vain diver- 
“sions and carnal delights, still we know we cannot expect our Lord’s 


add , . : 
_ ‘presence, nor shall we find rest to our souls from the bewitching 


‘scenes of the play-house, &c. No; but the more rest we find to our 
‘souls in Jesus, the more we are delighted with him, and become dead 
“to all things that are contrary to spiritual peace and joy from him. 


He's bia aie 2 
es We who have believed, do enter into rest,’ Heb, iv. 3. - 


+t 3 


Let me but hear my Saviour say, I glory in infirmity, ° 
Strength shall be equaltothyday,. That Christ*s own power may rest on me} 
Then I rejoice in deep distress, _ When I am weak, then I am strong, 


Leaning on all-sufficient grace. Grace is my shield and Christ my song. 


3 
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Ewill bring the blind by a way that they know not ; I will 
lead them in paths that they have not known; I will 
make darkness light before them, and crooked things 
_ straight: These things will Ido unto them, Gi not 
forsake them.—Isa. xiii. 16. ' € 


Herz is a full proof of the personality of the divine Spirit, the 
third glorious.person in the adorable trinity ; and also the nature of 
his office in the ceconomy of the covenant of grace for the salvation 
of the elect. He will lead them into all the paths of truth. Truth 
is of the very essence and perfection of Jehovah. The Father 
“hath chosen us from the beginning to salvation, thr ough sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit, and belief of the truth,” 2 Thess- ii. 13. Jesus 
is essentially “the way, the truth, and the life,” John xiv. 6—by 
whom we are saved; and the Holy Spirit performs his office as our 
guide to him. alt 
“We poor sinners “are all gone out of the way :” we are blind 
and see not the way, ignorant and know not the way, proud and 
have “turned every one to his own way;” and if left to ourselves, 
through the darkness that is in us, should seek death and destruc- 
tion in the error of our lives. But, adorable grace! the Spirit of 
love prevents this. He will guide to Jesus, the way, and into “ all 
the truth, as it is in him.” So we enjoy life from him: a life of love 
and holiness now, and eternal life and glory hereafter. O the loving 
condescension of this heavenly guide ! yet it is natural for us to resist 
the Holy Ghost, to grieve the loving Spirit, and quench his blessed 
motions. This is our chiefest grief. Yet such is his amazing love, 
such his sovereign power, that, like a most. affectionate friend, a 


benign comforter, he takes us by the hand, yea takes our hearts into | 


his hand, and wd guide, counsel, and direct us. This he doth out- 
wardly by his word, and inwardly by his secret but powerful influences. 


In the light of his word of truth, we see how sinful, miserable, and 
wretched we are in ourselves. But why doth he teach us this? Be- 


cause we should fot trust in ourselves that we are righteous, and | 


deceive our souls into perdition. By the word of his grace, he 
teaches us the knowledge of Jesus. In him he shews us the love of 
the Fathér, the super-aboundings of grace over the aboundings of sin. 

He turns us from the crooked paths of pride, self-will, and seif- 
righteousness, into the straight paths of grace, tr uth, and holiness. 

Here, O believer, is thy mercy. “ He wil? work and none shall let 
it? O, this is the crowning mercy of all, “ I wé//not forsake them.” 
Here are four absolute declarations, I wild. Bow proud free-will te 
thy Lord’s wills. He will certainly guide thy soul through all the 

mazes of a sinful world to eternal glory. ‘As many as are Jed by 

the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God,” Rom. vill. 14. 


* 


20 .. AUGUS YS - 

Consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners 
against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds.—Heb. xii. 3. 


Cones christian, look up, look forward, and be of good courage. 
Though thy exercises are many, and thy conflicts great, though 
weary in, yet grow not weary of, the ways of the Lord. Verily, in 
due time we shall reap an harvest of eternal felicity, after all our 
present toil and labor. Faint not; continue to the end; persevere 
in the work of faith, labour of love, and patience of hope. The battle 
is the Lord’s ; thy foes are all conquered ; : victory is obtained; the 
crown is held forth by thy conquering Lord. Press on. Butalas! 
thou findest contradiction and opposition from every quarter, from 
within and from without: numerous are thy foes which rise up against 

thee ; thy strength is small ; thy power weak :-most true ; but know 
thy calling ; study thy privilege ; behold thy comforter holds forth 
a reviving cordial this day to thy drooping spirits: “lest thou be 
weary and faint in thy mind,” consider Jesus. Here is faith’s mystery, 
the christian’s triumph: hence derive fresh life and vigor to thy 
fainting mind. Consider Jesus: in bis divine nature, thy covenant 
God: in his human nature, thy redeeming brother : as God and man 
in one Christ Jesus, thy salvation; thy Almighty Saviour. Con- 
sider Jesus in his innocent life, enduring contradiction of sinners 
against himself on thy account ; fulfilling all righteousness for thee ; 
that thou art perfectly wiohtenns before Godin him. Consider Jesus, 
on the cross bearing thy SIns ; amidst taunts and j jeers, while making 
atonement for thy transgressions. . Consider Jesus entered into 
heaven, and appearing in the presence of God for us. Consider Jesus 
infinite in wisdom to know thy wants ; infinite i in loye to sympathize 
with thee i in all thy sorrow ;: infinite in power to support and strength- 
en thee under them: consider what infinite riches of grace he has 
in glory to supply all thy need. QO, | consider the fulness of grace that 
dwells in him for needy sinners ; live upon his fulness day by day, so 
_ as to receive out of his fulness grace. for grace. Iti is said “ the blood 
_ of martyrs was the seed of the church ! 2 Confident we are, the life and 
death, the blood and righteousness of Jesus are the life of our gTAces, 
the spring, of our comforts, the support of our weary mindsy and the 
only reviving cordials for our fainting spirit its. Are we panting sin- 
ners at his footstool? Considering Jesus makes us joyful, before his 
throne now, soon we, shall stand eternally happy in his presence. 
Imitate the Father of the faithful ; _be not weak in faith ; consider 
not thy own body, which is “dead because of sin. ete the Spirit 
is life, because of. the rightcousness ¢ of Jesus,” Rom.. viii, 10, 
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Wa sé 


And they laughed him to scorn.—Miatt. ix. 24. 


© Wonperrut indeed is our master in patience, meekness, love, 
and goodness, under such insult and scorn. “ When Herod saw, 
Jesus he was exceeding glad: he desired to see him of along season, 
for he hoped to see some miracle done by him.” Miracles may 
satisfy the curiosity ; they do not of themselves convert the heart to 
‘the truth. This is plain. Herod saw in Jesus a most astonishing 
miracle. Behold innocence itself arraigned and accused—death in 
its most cursed and ignominious from threatened. Amazing to con- 
‘sider! Jesus stood mute; his tongue locked up in silence. His 
mighty arm, which could have dealt destruction at a blow, he suf- 
fered to be bound ; himself set at naught, mocked, ahd in derision 
‘arrayed in a robe of mock royalty—white, ‘saith Beza. So Herod, 
‘though undesigned, gives him a token of his innocence ; as Pilate, 
contrary to his judgment and intention, gives him a title, “ This is 
the King of the Jews.” Though requested to alter the words, he 
‘was constrained tobe inflexible; replies, “ What I have written, I - 
will not revoke.” ; 

See your calling, brethren: it is to confess and follow a once 
laughed at, scorned, ridiculed Jesus: never once dream of being 
excused pledging our Lord in the same cup. So sure as thou dost 
<< witness a good profession” of faith in J esus and conformity to him, 
thou also shalt not escape laughter and scorn from the carnal world, 
nor of being arrayed by them in the contemptible garb of a fool’s cap 
and a madman’s coat. Time was when we acted as they do. Think 
‘of this, and be humble, Give him the glory who taught us better. 
But what harm can this do us! Harm? itis our greatest glory on 
earth. “ Such honor have all his saints.” An honor angels share 

“not in. Sinners only are called thus to glorify their master. True, 
it is galling to the flesh ; but “ they that are Christ’s have crucified 
the flesh with its affections and lusts.” By the world’s scorn, pride 
is mortified, while the soul is joyful; and the Spirit of Chirst and 

“glory rests uponus. The world laughs us to scorn; Jesus, smiles 
and approves. Shall we be uneasy and grieve at it? No; our master 
bids us rejoice, and be exceeding glad. Thus, follow Christ and fear 
‘not men. ! 

In former times it was a proverbial expression, to shew the im- 
possibility of a thing, “ You may as soon turna christian from Christ 
as do it.” Stedfastness here is our glory. In the things of God, 
‘said Luther, I assume this title cedo nulli, “1 yield to none.” 
As God’s election is irrevocable, so let our confession of Christ be ; 
striving to imitate him in love and patience. “ Puton (as the elect 
of God, holy and beloved) humbleness’ of mind, meekness, long- 
suffering,” Col. ili. 12. 


249 | AUGUST . 5 
Thou hast received gifts for men.-+Psalm Ixviii, 18. - 


Tue dedication of this Psalm, according to Beza, is to him that 
excelleth, even Jesus, the excellent one. It contains a glorious dis- 
play of the Redeemer’s kingdom. The royal prophet was highly fa- 
vored with clear and comfortable views of the ample provision which 
is made for poor rebellious sinners in the settlements of the everlast- 
ing covenants of ‘grace and’ love. Jesus is the rich’ treasury; all 
grace is laid up in hime’ So it pleased the Father, | so it rejoiced the 
heart of all his members, like Joseph’s brethren, to receive ail gifts 
from his hands. Jesus is the unspeakuble gift of God the Father to 
us, John iv. 10. “All his members were given to™him : in-him Je- 
hovah loves us, delights in'us, ahd'\rejoices over us to do us good. 
Alas ! too, too often we are apt to’ think vainly, and talk arrogantly ; 
t0 ascribe what we are, and what’ we hope for, to something: us, or 
done by tis. So Ab rele Cig own poverty, forget our kind 
benefactor, and pres ly this fey er of pride issuccéeded by an ague 
of heartlessidejection } ot > hanés“ha 





( tevhang“down' and ‘our knées grow 
feeble) ‘Fo? everblessed be God, salvation from first to last is all of 
free gift by fréergrade 5 secured by Ree promises in Christ. ‘So it is 
- effectual to the hear’ of inners ; ‘belfévers ascribe’all the ‘glory 
to the ever-blésséd trinity by Jesus. Are mine eyes opened to see 
the exceeding sinfulniessiof sin ? Am F sensible ‘of my deserts, my 
ruined, helpless side haiabiaaieaae Tsée the purity ands iritmali: | 
ty of God’s righteous law? Do T despair ofall Hope ‘thd Kelp iv any-— 
self? Is Jesus my refuge’? Do I sée'the glory of his Tighteousnéss, 
and perfection of his aténement "Is the triumph ‘of his cross, the 
victory of his death, the foundation ‘of ‘my ‘faith,: the support of my 
hope from day to day ?'These are love-tokers from Jesus. He sheds 
them on us as the free gifts of the Hch- Spirit. fo our hearts are. 
enamoured with him, and knit to him/in love. ‘And, for our farther 
consolation and joy, he still lives to bestow innumeérébly. more and 
infinitely greater gifts than what Wwe have yet received ; for if we 
have received the first fruits of the Spirit the harvest is sure J every . 
enemy shall be conquered, every lust subdued. Nothing less than | 
perfects holiness and perfect happiness await us. Is sin atoned for 
by the blood of Jesus ; and shall his members live without a sense of 
pardon? No: « Ask,” says our munificent benefactor, “and receive, | 
that your joy may be full,” John xvi. 24. Jesus is glorified ; the 
Spirit is given to bear witness of love and salvation to us, to comfort 
and'sanctify us. This is the joyful reasoning of faith. “If God be 
for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but 4. 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely > 
give us all things ?” Rom: viii. 31, Sas ; 
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rete » AUGUST 18. 243 

Then said I, Woeis me! for Iam undone: because Iam 
aman of unelean lips :~—for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of Hosts.—-Isa. vi. 5. 


Wuev the glory of Jesus is manifested to the soul in the light 
of the Spirit, how doth it stain the pride of all human glory! The 
prophets of the Old Testament, and the apostles of Jesus under the 
New, were men of like passions, sinners like unto ourselves: by na- 
_ ture there is no difference : they were all saved by the same precious 
Saviour of sinners: a sight of themselves in the light of truth hum- 
‘bled them to the dust. “O wretched man that lam!” cries Paul 

the apostle. “Woeisme; I am unclean, I am undone!” cries 
Isaiah the eect prophet. “ God will suffer no flesh to glory in 
his presence.” Jesus the Saviour alone shall be exalted ; man, the 
simner, though the subject of grace and salvation, shall be laid low 5 
every hope in himself cut off; the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and 
his deserts as a sinner confessed, Such, are the saving effects of 
Jesu’s love; such the humbling views of his Spirit.,, Butit is very 
natural for the sensible sinner to write bitter things against himself ; 
£0 pronounce a woe upon himself, and to cry out of his own undone 
state, and unclean, polluted condition : as when. the sun shines we 
see innumerable motes and atoms which were invisible before. But do 
we think this strange, after. a soul has been favour ed with a spiritual 
sight of Jesus, faith in him, and hope from him, to be sensible of, and 
ery out of our undone state? We should.not think it strange. We 
shall carry this view of ourselves with us all our journey through, 
a even till we come to the banks of Jordan’s streams. aibcion 
The most exalted saint, while in the body, is in himself, according 
to the flesh, carnal, sold under sin ; burdened with a body of sin and 
‘death. But though, as thus considered in himself, he is ina woeful, 
undone state, yet being in Christ Jesus, a member of him, a believer 
on him, anew creature in him, there is no woe, no, wrath, no condem- 
nation ; but peace, pardon, love, and salvation from God the Father 
tohim. This is manifested to our souls by the ministry of the word. 
of grace ; the Spirit of truth, like the seraphim, by the prophet, takes 
a live coal from off the altar, the sacrifice of Christ, and saith, “ Lor! 
this hath touched thy lips, thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin is 
purged.” Let this comfortable truth ever dwell in thy heart, make 
confession with thy mouth unto salvation; the bloody, sacrifice of 
Jesus hath purged thy sins. “Be not faithless, but believing,” 
John xx. 27. 


244 AUGUST 19. 


A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shalt 
he not quench, till he send forth pigeons unto as ig 
_-—Matt. xi. 20. 


Turoveu a sight of their sinful state, a sense of strong corrup- 
tions, weakness of faith, and small degree of the knowledge of Jesus, 
young converts, like David just come to the throne, are apt to sayy 
“Tam’‘this day weak, though anointed king ;” and to fear with him, 
“the sons of Zeruiah be too hard for me,” 2 Sam. iii. 39. The ac- 
cuser of the brethren is ever an adversary to Jesus and the truth ; he 
is always busy with souls, to stamp upon their minds the blackest 
impressions. He paints the Saviour, not as loving, gentle, and mer- 
ciful to relieve distressed and comfort wounded, afflicted conscien-. 
ces; but as arigid, austere, and cruel exactor. When carnal rea- 
son joins in with false accusations, it is sore distress and conflict to 
the mind. Butto the law and to the testimony. How readest thou, 
O soul? “It is right thou shouldest bear the indignation of the 
Lord, because thou hast sinned against him,” Micah vii. 9. The Sa- 
viour sees it fit. By thishe teaches the exceeding sinfulness of sin, 
that thou shouldest abhor’ it, be humbled for it. Yea also, as the 
greatest blessing above all, that thou shouldest look to him, believe on 
him, and Jove him. But this thou never wilt do, while thou dost not 
consider him as a precious Saviour for the lost and guilty. True, in 
thyself thou art like a bruised reed, shaken with the wind of tempta- 
tion ; oppressed with sin and distress ; weak and helpless, ready to 
fall into despair, and perish without hepe. As smoking flax, thou 
seemest to smoke, but not burn; rather offensive to thyself, because 
ef the vapours of corruption: theseblind thine eyes, and are a stench in 
thy nostrils : and so poor sensible souls are apt to think themselves to - 

-be to Jesus. But saw he any amiable dispositions in the sinner’s char- 

acter to invite him from heaven to earth? Being come to seek and to 

save the lost, and to be the physician of sin-sick souls, waits he for 

their health and soundness ere he reacheth forth his healing hand ? - 
Doth the friend of sinners break in pieces with a rod of iron the sin- 
wounded, heavy laden soul? That be far from the loving heart of 
Jesus ; far be that from any poor sinner’s heart to conceive. Nay, 
but he pleads thy cause, he will execute judgment for all such over 
every adversary. He shall not break, he shall not quench, till judg- 
ment is denounced and victory proclaimed. Satan’s accusations, un- 
believing suggestions, shall be condemned and cast out by the word 
ef truth, and the power of the Spirit ; and the weakest believer “ shall 
overcome and obtain victory by the blood of the Lamb and the word 
ef the testimony of Jesus,” Rev. xii. 11. 
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The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 


gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance : 
against such there is no law.——Gal. y. 22, 23. 


Tas numerous issue is of super-natural generation ; like Isaac, 

_ who sprang from the dead body of Abraham and barren womb of 
Sarah. Though believers love to bring forth such fruits, delight to 
see them, yet through humility they are backward in speaking of 
them, and averse to glory in them as productions of their own. 
Hence when these fruits of the Spirit appear inward or outward, 
like the bride of the lamb on another occasion, she cries out in 
lowliness of heart, “ Who hath begotten me these?” Isa. xlix. 21. 
But is any thing too hard for God? “.He maketh the barren soul to 
be a joyful mother of children,” Psalm cxiii. 9. To this very end 
believers are “married to Jesus by faith, that they may bring forth 
fruit unto God,” Rom. vii. 4.. There is no member of the church 
of which Jesus is the husband, barren. Some bring forth more fruit 
than others—some more eminent for one kind, and some for another. 
Every one “according to the measure of the gift of Christ,” 
Eph. iv. 7. But it is by the same Spirit that dwelleth in’all: each 
esteem other’s fruits better than their own. The graces of a true 
christian shine brightest in the sight of his brethren. With the plea- 
sant fruits of his Spirit, which his members bear, Jesus our head is 
delighted and God our Father is glorified. Will not this be the prayer, 
the daily prayer of every believer? O that I may bring forth more fruit 
to God! So let thy all-comman ding voice pronounce on me, “ be fruit- 
ful and multiply.” Thus is “ the bride, the Lamb’s wife, all-glorious 
within.” But yet, conscious of what she was, of. what she still is 
by opposing nature, which brings forth contrary fruits, she wears a 
-cohscious blush, and dares not glory in herself. She knows she is 
wholly indebted for the root of all grace, Jesws, as well as for the 
fruits of the Spirit, to unmerited grace and sovereign power. Thus 
holy Paul says, “Iam become a fool in glorying,” though compel- 
led to it. That holy, faithful, loving, tender-hearted martyr of 
Jesus, ever stiled himself < the unbelieving, unloving, hard-hearted 
Bradford.’ Yet, « against such thereis no law.” The law cannot 
accuse or condemn those who believe in Jesus; “ for the law of the 


‘Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath made them free from the law of | 


sin and death,” Rom. viii. 2. Indeed the law may trouble and terrify 
the conscience ; but Christ, apprehended by faith, vanquisheth all its 
terror and threatenings ; “for Christ is the end of the law for right- 
eousness to every one who believes,” Rom. x. 4. They are as right- 
eous in him, as if they had fulfilled the law themselyes. ‘ Ye shall 
know them by their fruits,” Matt. vii. 16. we 
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246 AUGUST 21. — 


That no flesh should glory in his presence: He that glori- 
eth, let him glory in the Lord.—1 Cor. 1. 29, 31. 


Hunt, self-abased souls, who drink deep into self-knowledge, 
sensible what human nature is; whose eye of faith is to the Lord 
Jesus, and to what he is made of God to them; are as jealous ‘of 
the pride of the flesh aswthey are of its sinfulness. This is a safe 
state ; such have little reason to murmur because they do not expe- 
rience high flights. and ravishing ecstacies which appear to arise 
from nature and sense, because they lead to glory in the righteous- 
ness of the flesh. Flesh is proud and prone to glory, even in the 
presence of God; but faith in Jesus cuts off all glorying i in the flesh, 
as viewing all salvation out of ourselves in Jesus. This is the very 


_essence of the faith of God’s elect. Yet, while we are in the flesh, 


we are daily exposed to the workings of pride, which darken the 
views of Jesus, and tend to self-exaltating and self-glorying. What 
pains doth the loving Spirit take to humble us! he testifies of Jesus, 
only he shews us, by line upon line, and precept upon precept, 
by prophets and apostles, that “zn Jesus all his Go ed shall be 
justified, and shall glory,” Isa. xlv. 25. 
Am I made wise unto salvation ? Glory to Jesus, this i is from him ; 
he is my wisdom. Am I righteous in the sight of God? Glory to 
Jesus, his life wrought it o it is mine: not obtained by my 
works, but by God’s free cio Mites is my righteousness. Am I 
sanctified ? Glory to Jesus ; it 1s through the faith of him, by the 
Spirit, that I have any drops from the fountain of Jesu’s blood to 
wash away my guilt, and to cleanse my soul. Have I aa in, and 
hope of complete redemption from all misery, to all Beene: ? Glory 
to Jesus, he is my redemption; he hath bought me; he hath con- 
quered for me. In whom then should I glory but in Jesus alone ? 
Jn hirn all my wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption 
center. “It pleased the Father, that in him all fulness should dwell.” 
It pleases the Spirit to bear witness of, and to glorify Jesus only. 

Shall we glory i in the fruits of the Spirit as the foundation of hope, 


a 








and the cause of our acceptance with God? That were to deceive 


ourselves. The Holy Spirit produceth no fr uits in us to this end. 


; This i is contrary to his office ; ; inverts the ceconomy of the covenant ; ; 


makes faith yoid ; and turns the eye of the soul from the only object 


of hope and salvation, Jesus, to somewhat within us,-instead of Christ 


crucified for us: but by the Spirit we glory in Christ alone. By 
faith in precious promises, we pray to. be filled with ss fruits of | 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ.” To what end? ? That we 
should glory in these ? Glory in the flesh bedause of these ? ? No; but 
“unto the glory and praise ef God,” Phil, i. lI. 


~ 


AUGUST 92, 247 


Gideon said, Alas! O Lord God: for I have seen an angel 
of the Lord face to face. The Lord said, Peace be unto 
thee: fear not ; thou shalt not die.—J udg. vi. 22, 23, 

“ Jesus is the same Lord over all, rich in mercy to all who call 
upon him,” Rom. x. 12. There is no difference between Old Tes- 
tament saints and New,. in regard to ae | t of salvation ; “ Jesus 

the same yesterday, to-day, and for evel oor Gideon thought a 

sight of the Lord must surely be present death ; for saith the Lord, 

“ There shall no man see me and live,” Exod. xxxiii.20. But the 

Lord appeared to him, as the angel of the covenant, the Mediator, the 

interposer. Not in terrible’ majesty and fiery wrath to strike him 

dead, but as the Saviour, the merciful one. This sight was attended 
with life to his soul and death to his fears. So Gideon found it, when 
he heard that ever-dear and most precious word, feace. This is ever 
the word of the bridegroom to his church. His birth is ushered in 
with ‘ feace on earth.” His dying legacy to his children is feace. 
Nothing but love dwells in his heart; nothing but peace is heard from 
his lips. This was his affectionate salutation to his beloved though 
dejected disciples, when he first appeared to them after his sufi@rings 
and death. His tender heart well knew how troubled their poor 
minds were: therefore over and over he repeats, “feace be unto 
you,” John Xx. 21. As it was in the beginning, so it is now. _Se- 
sus silences guilty fears and perpléxing doubts in disciples’ hearts. 

Woe is me, saith the poor sinner, I am undone, I am unclean 3 mine 

eyes have seen the Lord of hosts in the purity and spirituality of his 

law, asa just God and a holy ; a consuming fire, and who will by no 
means clear the guilty: I shall die. ear not, saith Jesus to every 
such trémbling, repenting, believing heart ; thou shalt not die, but 

-live ; neither shalt thou want my peace. _ Look unto me and be sav-. 

ed: inwardly listen to my word; treasure it up in thine heart. Wait 

in faith for the sweet and still voice of my Spirit: I create the fruit 
of the lips. ‘Peace, peace to him that is afar off, and to him that is 
near, and J will healthem.”’ Such shall not only hear Christ’s voice 
but feel his power. - Their fears shall be taken away, and their sorrow 
removed. So shall their souls be joyful inhim. Thus Jusvus is pre- 
cious to them, He delivers them who through fear of death, were | 
all their lifetime subject to bondage,” Heb. ii. 15. “ Haying made > 
peace for us through the blood of his cross,”’ Col. i. 20. 





My groans and tears, and formsef woe, My tongue, the glory of Christ’s name, 
Avettenl@ joy and praises now;  Shallne’erbe silent ofhis fame, [heay’a 
I throw my sackloth onthe ground, His praise shall sound through earth and 
find ease and gladness gird me round. For sickness heal’d, and sins forgiy’n, 


é 
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~ his voice, the affections of the s 


248° AUGUST 23, 
Marvel not that T said unto tides Ye must be born again. 

_=John iii.7. 

- Sprrrrvas doctrines ever appear to the judgment of carnal rea- 
son, foolishness. Marvel not to find the wisdom of natural men ever 
crying out, How can these things be ?” and explaining away their’ 
spiritual meaning by ' pt reasonings. We are not to expect a 
total freedom from our bw carnal objections. The old man is yet 
alive ; the kingdom of his residence, the flesh, is at war against that: 
kingdom into which the soul is spiritually born. Many souls see 
clearly the nature of the doctrine of a new-birth of the soul, and are 
convinced of the necessity of it, in order to see the kingdom of God. 
But how are they straitened, pained, and perplexed to know whether 
it be accomplished in them or not! And indeed, many have so 
unscripturally treated of the new-birth, as sadly to puzzle and 
grievously distress simple hearts: Is it not marvellous to find 
men gravely telling us how many steps a dead sinner must take, in 
order to get into this new birth? ‘The time when, many are uncer-. 
tain of; for the kingdom of God cometh not with observation. “The 
manner how, none can explain ; “ for the things of God knoweth no 
man, but the Spirit of God.” But the effects are visible and evident. 
_As sense and motion are the properties of natural life, so when the 
soul is born again of the Spirit, there is a sight of Jesus, a hearing of 
‘go out after him, believing him to 
be the way, the truth, and the life. Hence, St. John lays down this 
infallible mark, “ Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is © 
born of God,” 1 John v. 1. This isa simple, plain truth, Am I 







‘sborn of God? This must be answered by inquiring, do I believe that 


Jesus is the Christ, the anointed Son of Gop to the office of a Saviour, 
for lost and perishing sinners? Does this truth enter inte my hea rt 
-and mind? Is it received and believed as a matter which can only and 
alone bring relief to my guilty conscience, peace to my troubled mind, 
and hope to my dejected spirit? Ifso, I do believe in Jusus—he is 
the object of my faith and the hope of heart. I am born again, born 
of Gop, born to seé, to enter into, and enjoy the kingdom of Gon. 

- The evidence of this, the soul, gets more and more strongly and 
clearly settled in the conscience as faith grows and increases. For its | 
fruits will be manifest and abound in seeing sin’s filthiness, feeling its 
burdens, hating and resisting it: striving to maintain’ a holy fellow. 
ship with God the Father, and his Son J esus, through the Spirit. — 


i] 
Who can describe the joys that rise The Soi with joy looks. dawn and sees 
Tho’ all the courts of paradise, * The purchase of his agonies. 
To see a prodigal return, ms The Spirit takes delight to view 
To see an heir of glory born? The holy soul he formed anew 3 — 
With joy the Father doth approve The saints and angels join to sing 


\ 


The fruit of his eternal lave ; The growing empire of their King. 


AUGUST 24. 249 
The flesh lusteth against the Spirit—Gal. v.17. | 


Curistran experience fully proves this apostolic truth. Hence 
the children of God cannot do the things that they would: nor have 
we any authority from God’s word to conclude this lusting ever ceas- 
ed in any of the saints till they got to glory; none are delivered 
from it while in the flesh. For, as the a. soul or spirit loves 
to enjoy spiritual and heavenly objects, 1e flesh, or unrenewed 
part, lusts after those objects it is naturally conversant with, and from 
which it derives its happiness. Here is thy conflict, O christian. 
Hence the necessity of thy Lord’s PAS: 66 Wistel spi ssiasnt +, 
This is the use of the doctrine. 

_ What woeful effects have fulfilling the lusts or eas of the flesh 
produced in eminent saints! Thou standest by faith, be not high- 
minded, but fear. The conceptions of lust are the productions of 

-sin, James i, 15. The commission of sin contracts fresh sense of 
guilt. This is the malady and sickness of the soul. Hence, the 
many symptoms attendent on guilt, legal fears, terrors of con- 
science, accusations from the law, triumphs of satan, dejection of 
soul, distance from God, backwardness to duty, coolness of affection 
to Jesus, shyness at orneglect of a throne of grace. 

Alas! poor souls, when they have fallen, and are sensible of the 
melancholy effects, they feel the hurt they have received. Verily 
their hearts know the bitterness of ft: Awfui effects of fresh con- - 
tracted guilt! How much to be deplored! how carefully to be 
watched against, and prayed to be kept from! But whilst there is «a 
fountain opened for sin and uncleanness,” whilst the Mediator’s 
‘¢ blood cleanseth from all sin,” whilst the glad tidings of the gospel _ 
proclaim salvation by grace for the chief of sinners; there is no 
ground for black despair to any backsliding children, though they 
have revolted from a God of love. Here is all encouragement—to 
what? To love to live at a distance from Jesus, and lie down; nd 
wallow in the mire of sin because grace abounds? No godly soul can, 
do this; for “the Spirit also iusteth against the fiesh ;” the Spicit: : 
renews again to repentance. Thus Luther: ‘The more godly aman; 
is, the more doth he feel this battle between the flesh’ and the Spirit. “ff 
Hereof cometh those lamentable complaints in the Psahns and ae | a 
scriptures. It profiteth us very much to see sometimes the wicke 
ness of our nature and corruption of the flesh, that by this means we 
may be waked and stirred up to call upon Christ. So a christian is 
made to see Jesus a wonderful Creator, who out of heaviness can 
make joy ; of terror, comfort ; of siny righteousness ; and of death,. 
life. This is our ground and anchor-hold, that Christ is our “ o7ly 
ae henfect righteousness.” 
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And Joash said unto all that stood against him, Will ye 
plead for Baal? Willye save him 2—Judg. vi. 31. 


WHEN the Lord Jesus appears and manifests himself to the soul, 
it isso struck with his glory and grace, that it cries out in holy ecstacy, 
« What have I to do any more with idols ?”’ Hos. xiv. 8—and an altar 
for spiritual worship is ete set up in the heart, and consecrated 
to Jehovah-Shalom, the Lérd of peace. In this chapter is a sweet 
view of the zeal of Cideon for the true worship of Jehovah. He 
instantly obeyed the word of Jesus, the angel of the presence, the 

_man, the peace who appeared to him, and at his command he threw 
down. the altar of Baal. He expected opposition from his Father’s 
household and from the men of the city, therefore he did it by night. 
A. blessed instance of the obedience of faith joined to sanctified rea 
son. As to the consequence after the work done, he « conferred not 
with flesh and blood;”? he was “in nothing terrified by his adversa- 
ries.’ They demanded his life ; but Joash his father was raised up 
like the fire of zeal fromthe Lord to argue with them. Will ye, 
ye men of Israel, ye professed people of Jehovah, will ye plead for 
Baal? will ye serve anidol?” Be zealous, O disciple, for thy Lord; 
fear no consequences. The Lordis on thy side, what hast thou to 
fear from those who are against thee? Be not discour aged, though 
thou dost find great professors ; children of the visible church, thy 
mother ; yea the children of thyFather’ s grace also join in pleading 
by word or practice for Baal. This name signifies he that rules or- 
subdues ; a master, lord, or husband. This ;may most justly be 
applied to sin in general, and every idol lust in particular. So saith 
Paul, “ His servants ye are to whom ye obey, sade of sin unto 
death, or obedience unto righteousness,” Rom. vi. Thou free 
man, thou heaven born son of the Lord, know thy a study 
thy liberty. Strive by the Spirit’s aid to live up to thy pr ivilege, (in. 
spite of all that professing men or opposing devils plead against it) 
above the domineering power of lusts, the galling yoke of sin: thy 
Saviour has all power in heaven and earth! Plead with him; expect 
power from him; thou canst do all things through Christ strength- 
ening thee. Faith surmounts every difficulty ; it silences carnal rea- 
sonings and vain pleadings from every quarter. While Jesus is 
viewed, sin is abhorred and holiness loved, desired, and shall be i in- 
creased i in the soul. 


~ 


Thou art my portion, OmyGod; — — Notall the riches of the earth: 
Make me to know thy way : ~ Could make me so rejoice. - 

© cause my heart t? obey thy word, . The testimonies of thy grace | 
And that without delay. I set before my eyes? a 

I chose the path of heav’nly truth, ' Thence Iderive my daily strength, 


And gloryin my choice; > ~ And there my comfort lies. 


AUGUST 26. 251 
Brethren ye have been called unto liberty: only use not 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh.—Gal. v.13. — 


PETER was grieved because his Lord asked him the third time, 
«‘ Lovest thou me ?” Sure it ought to be matter of concern and grief 
to the loving, generous hearts of disciples, to think they yet need 
this caution of the Spirit. But, verily we all'do. . The most sanctified 
is yet in the flesh; and the flesh with its affections and lusts are alive: 
they are ever lusting and striving against the Spirit. The holy, happy 
soul, who is set at liberty from sin, satan, and the law, in his con- 
science, is hereby liable to be brought again under bondage to the 
law and thraldom to sin. Know thy danger; dread thine enemy ; 
yea, rather fear and love thy best friend Jesus; cry to him, Lord 
keep me continually. « Thou hast delivered my once captive soul 
from the power of the enemy : thou hast brought me out of the hor- 
rible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and 
established my goings, and put a new song in my mouth of praise to 
thee my Jesus and my God,” Psalm xl. 2, 3. Keep, O keep me 
from the deceitful workings of carnal reasonings of my corrupt, sin+ 
ful self, the flesh! What is this liberty we are called into? Not a 
perfect freedom from the being of sin, but a perfect deliverance froma 
every curse of the law, from all the wrath of God denounced in the 
law, from the bondage of being under the law, to do any thing to 
gain God’s love, recommend us to his favor, or entitle us to his 
kingdom. All this liberty we are called into by the faith of Jesus. 
He istheend or fulfiller of the law for righteousness to us whobelieve. 
O, what a elorious liberty we are called to! Even a freedom from all 
sin in the conscience ; so to live upon Jesus, as to consider ourselves 
in him, as perfectly free from all sin, entirely dead to it, and our 
conscience so cleansed by his blood, as to be ever easy, serene, and 
comfortable, as though we were innocent and never had sinned. O, 
this is heavenly liberty to new-born souls ! This creates a paradise 
‘upon earth. This is daily to be prized and enjoyed through the 
Spirit. Now, how base and ungrateful ever to use, or rather abuse 
this liberty as an occasion to the flesh ! But even the Lord’s own free- 
men are in danger of this through the vileness of their natures, the 
deceitfulness of their hearts, and the subtle devices of satan, else 
the apostle had not thus addressed the brethren. The doctrines 
of grace, the love of Jesus, and living on hint by faith, lay the flesh 
under bondage and restraint. We cannot walk i in the liberty of the 
“Spirit, and. yet fulfil the lusts of the flesh. We cannot serve God 
and Mammon. Thou free-men of the Lor d, canst thou barter peace 
‘ with Jesus for the gratification of thy lusts! O rather « stand fast 
* in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made thee free,” Gal. v, Ls 


- 
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LT have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him 
also, and restore comforts unto him,—Isa. lvii. 18. 


* 


Wuar a glorious declaration of free grace is this! Here is an 
absolute promise of mercy, not excited: by the worthiness of the crea- 
ture, but proceeding solely from the loving heart of a covenant God. 
Well might David say, “In thy word doI trust: I rejoice at thy 
word, as one that findeth great spoil,” Psalm cxix.162. The life of 
the soul is supported by the word of the Lord. This is the object 
of faith, the encourager of hope, and the exciter of love. Jesus is, 
the essential word by whom Jehovah speaks. ‘The scriptures are re- 
vealed truths by the Spirit of God’s purposes, promises, and grace. 
Behold, be astonished and humbled, O soul, at thy apostacy, back- 
slidings, and rebellion ! Behold, admire, adore, and love the infinitely 
gracious procedures of the Father of all mercies. 

Here is the criminal arraigned at the bar; iniquity charged upon 
him ; God’s displeasure at it repeatedly declared ; his chastening 
hand smote him for it. This reclaims not. The Lord hides his lov- 
ing face—withdraws the light of his countenance. What is the 
effect ? A froward behaviour—still walking in his own ways, contra- 
ry to the Lord. Might one not expect the next words should thunder 
curses and damnation? Be astonished,O heavens! What readest 
thou, O man? Is it Ihave seen his ways, and will damn him? O, no, 
But, though I hate his ways, yet I love his soul. My super-abound- 
ing grace shall reign and triumph over all the aboundings of sin. I 
will heal his soul ; I will pardon him. Thou poor doubting soul, with 
_ thy legal frames, go and learn what that meaneth, « I will be gracious 
to whom I will be gracious, and I will shew mercy on whom I will 
shew mercy,” Exod. xxxili. 19. I will have mercy and not sa- 
crifice.” The blood of my people shall not be sacrificed to my ven- 
geance, saith the Lord. Here.is the glory of grace. This the tri- 
umph of faith. Mercy proclaimed, shews the munificence of God ; 
but the dejected heart may stilibe in suspense. Is it forme? Yes, 
if thou believest on the Son of God. As Jesus is thy salvation, his 
Spirit assures thee‘of thine interest in his love. Where the truth 
is received by faith, the comfort shall be enjoyed. When God par- 
dons in his heart, he leads the pardoned sinner to the knowledge and 
enjoyment of it, and restores lost comforts to the backsliding soul. 
A sense of pardon is the essence of gospel-grace and comfort !: the 
_ result of Jesus’ atonement, the gift of the gracious Spirit, and the) 

privilege of believing souls. It is presumption to expect what God. 
has not promised. It is injurious unbelief not to plead when the 
Lord bids us “ ask and receive,” John xvi. 24. ieee: okies 





O may thy pard’ning: grace be nigh, =. Thusshall our better thoughts approve 
Lest we should faint, despair snd die! The methods of thy chast’ning love. 


. AUGUST 22. 953 
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee: in whose 
heart are the ways of them.-—Psalm |xxxiv. 5. 


WHEN hearts are united in love there is a mutual complacency 
and delight in each other. Presence increaseth pleasure, absence 
begets uneasiness, jealousy of displeasing and fear of offending mu- 
tually subsist in each party. In some sense this holds good between 
the beloved soul and the loving Lord. All love is from him; and ° 

_ as rivers from the sea return back to the great ocean, so the love 
which comes from God naturally flows back in complacency and 
affection of soul to him. To know God is to love him; both for 
what he is in himself, and what he is to usin Christ Jesus. The 
poor sinner who knows that he is in himself “ without strength,” re- 
joiceth at his very soul to know that the omnipotent Jesus is his 
strength ; that all his might and power to strive against sin, to resist 
satan, to overcome the world, is from above ; it is treasured up in 

Jésus, and out of his fulness he is strengthened by the power of the 

Spirit throug, faith. “ 

But is the converted heart a mere vacuum, like an empty vessel ? 
No, truly ; Jesus dwells there by faith. It is a fit habitation for the 
Spirit, and the love of the Father is shed abroad in it. “The ways 
of them,” even ‘Father, Son, and Spirit dwell in the heart. -Then 
the way of everlasting love and eternal election is delighted in ; the . 
way of free grace and complete salvation by Jesus is glorified in; the 
way of atonement by his precious blood, the way of justification and 
clothing of poor sinners by his perfect righteousness are wholly trust- 
ed to and rejoiced in. The gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, as 
flowing from Jesus’ finished work, in making the soul inwardly holy, 
and outwardly obedient to the Lord; in comforting and rejoicing the 
heart by the testimony of Jesus, are more and more sought after ; 
and the hopes and views of glory in this sovereign, free, gracious way, 
are longed for and expected. Blessed, O man, art thou indeed! 
Blessed of thy God! Blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ 
Jesus! Blessed, not for days, months, and years ; but loved from 
eternity, and blessed to eternity ! Thy Lord hath blessed thee and he | 
will not reverse it. Real godliness consists not merely in a system’ | 
of notions in the head, but in the in-dweiling presence of Jehovah in 
the heart. Is this thy happiness, O sinners? What love hath th¢ 
great God to vile man! He dwelt in flesh for ws. He saith also, 
s¢ Y will dwell zm them, and walk zz them, 2 Cor. vi. 16. 


* 


‘How well thy blessed truths agree! Should all the forms that men devise, 
How wise and holy thy commands! Assault my faith with treach’rous art, 
Thy promises how firm they be ! > | Yd eall them vanity and lies, ’ 


How firm our hope and comfort stands! And bind the gospel to my heart. 
Vou. j, ; t H h 


254 AUGUST 29. ‘ 
The ee 1s. my shepherd; I shall. not want. _Psalm 3 xxii. I. 


Az comfort is derived to the soul from the knowledge of what 
Jehovah is to us. This we know by the word of truth, and enjoy in 
the sweet exercise of faith. “Iam the ‘good shepherd,” saith Jesus 
—John x. iJ. Thouart my shepherd, says the believing soul. Thus, 
whatever a P ovr character Jesus sustains, it is the glory of faith 
not only to view the Lord as such, but to draw sweet peace and com- 
fort from it to one’s own heart: that thou art me. David knew the 
duty of a shepherd by experience. How watchful to preserve from 
danger, and how careful to guide and feed the sheep committed to his 
trust! But herein is the perplar love of the shepherd of our souls ; 
he “ gaye his life for his sheep.”’ And after such love manifested to 
them, shall they want either, his. power to protect, or Bis grace to 
supply their need? No; that i is impossible. 

Buta sheep is a silly weak creature ; it often bleats and makes a 
noise when jt wants nothing ; so do we. Though it knows its ‘shep- 
herd, and: hears his voice, “still it is naturally prone to wander from 
rich and green pastures, to break out of the fold, and, if left to itself, 
would leap into the very jaws of its enemy : 3: SO foolish are we also. 
Hence arises our distress ; for when we look to what we are in our- 
selves, and lose sight of the love and care of our dear shepherd, we 

cast our eyes around us, and call in this distressing though tand the 
other distracting care. Hence we often send forth the bleatings of 
unbelief, and oy out, “ We shall cer tainly perish for want of supply 
and.assistance.’ But where is the Lord our shepherd? Alas! we 
forget his dying love, his covenant engagements, his watchful care ; 
we listen not enough to the sweet voice of our shepherd, but to the 
-enemy, who speaks terror ; and our poor hearts are affrighted and 
‘tremble. But in opposition to all that sin, satan, and the law can say 
or do against us, “ The voice of the ore isa mighty voice : the voice | 
of the Lord hath the pre-eminence.” And Jesus our shepherd saith, 
SI give unto my sheep—what ? Grace, upon condition that they will 
continue to be my sheep, hear my voice, and follow me ?” Infinitely 
more :. security stronger than the mountains. ; comfort more un- 
. fathomable than the great deep. “I know my sheep ;” my Father 
gave them unto me : I Jay down my life for them. Shall the enemy 
rob me of one of my purchased ones, or my dear Father of one of the 
objects of his love? No: they shall never want my Spirit to keep, 
_to quicken, to comfort, and enable them to ‘persevere “til they receive 
the end of their faith, the salvation of their souls. «I give unto them 
eternal. life ; and they shall. never perish, neither shall any Plu cle 
them: out of my hand,’ John &.,28. 


AUGUST 30. 255 
Blessed are the poor in spirit ; ig et «i is the weir eos 
of heaven.—Matt. v. 3. 


In the day of the Spirit’s power “the lofty looks of man are, 
humbled, the- haughtiness of man is bowed down, and ‘the Lord 
alone is exalted in that day,” Isa. ii. 11. Then aman’s own right- ~ 
eousness, wherein he trusted, is seen as filthy rags. His strength 
he boasted of, is found to be perfect weakness; his heart, in which 
he gloried as 004, i is found to be deceitful and desperately wicked. 
‘Then he becomes in his own eyes a fioor sinner. He knows his 
poverty ; he feels his wretchedness. ‘Thus, when Jesus alone is 
exalted in his sight, he becomes little, vile; and mean in his own 
eyes ; then he is poor in spirit, a mere beggar, who must be wholly 
indebted to free- -grace bounty and free-gift mercy. Though he sees 
his state to be guilty, wretched, and desperate,y et he is blessed: Why 
so? Merely because he sees and knows himself to be wretched, poor, 
miserable, . blind, and naked? Alas! this knowledge, like Job’s 
friends, would prove but a miserable comforter to his soul. He can 
no more trust in his known poverty and rags to entitle him to the 
kingdom, than in his fancied robes and riches. But such are blessed 
or happy, because the grace of the kingdom is in their hearts now, 
“and theirs is the kingdom of heaven in glory.” Most joyful con- 
‘sideration ! They are chosen to it by the love of the father; they are 
blessed in Christ Jesus with all spiritual blessings; and as an-evidence 
of this, the Holy Spirit bestows on them “ wisdom and revelation in 
_ the knowledge of Jesus : he enlightens the eyes of their understand- 
‘ing ; then they know what is the hope of their calling, and what is the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, Eph. 1. Wy V8. 
How unspeakably blessed ! How immensely rich are the poor in 
spirit! ‘* Having nothing in themselves, yet possessing all pone ii in 
Christ Jesus.” 

It is usual, in worldly commerce, where a person’s €redit is not 
‘established, to value himself upon the credit of some rich person : 
* so he gains credit and repute. Thus the poor sinner values himseif 
upon the riches of Jesus Christ for all esteem and acceptance in the 
sight of God, and hercin we have confidence for all things. Who is 
our wisdom? Jesus. Who is our righteousness? Jesus. ‘Whois 
our sanctification? Jesus. Who is our redemption? Jesus. He is 
our glory, our crown, our howea: and our daily rejoicing. Here, oO 
soul, is thy precious inventory ! Read it, and rejoice at thy riches. | 
“ All things are yours: :? ministers, the world, life, death, things 
present, things to come, are all yours. Why? because you are 
faithful to grace, and have fulfilled terms and conditions’ te’ gain'ot 
secure the favor of God? No: infinitely higher cause’; “ Ye ‘arg 
Christ’s, and Christ is God’s,” 1 Cor. iii. 23, 


256 AUGUST 31. 


Likewise reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin : 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ.-—-Rom, vi. ll. 


Tuere isa death im sin which we are all naturally under. 
There is a death for sin ; this our dear Saviour (we can neyer think 
of it too much, nor mention it too often) suffered for on the tree. 
And there is a death unéo sin, which every believing member of Je- 
“sus partakes of, by virtue of unionto him. For when Jesus died for 
sin on the cross, all his members were mystically considered in him 

and dying in him, as their covenant head and representative, unto sin. 
And, by communion with Jesus, the same Spirit which raised up Je- 
‘sus the head, dwells in the mortal bodies of his believing members, 
quickening them to newness of life. From hence the apostle would 
have such reckon, infer, or conclude themselves “ to be indeed dead 
unto sin.”? And on the same account, and for the same reason, 
_ “alive unto God, through Jesus Christ.” 

Now, believer, how dost thou reckon, reason, and. conclude of thy 
spiritual estate? because thou dost not find all sin dead i in thee, but 
feelest the motions of sin stirring and raging for the mastery over 
thee, dost thou from hence judge of thy staie, and conclude thou hast 
not the faith of God’s elect? Alas ! this will distr ess thy soul, weaken 

thy confidence of faith, administer life and vigour to. thy sins and 
lusts, and bring death upon thy spiritual life of comfort, loye, and 
holiness.. The word of God is the only rule of our faith ; ; by that we 

_ are to determine of our state. Though sin be alive in thee, yet thou 

‘art to reckon thyself dead to that, soas to have nothing to do with it. 
Though thou groanest under “a body of death, ? yet thou art to” 
conclude thyself “ alive unto God through J esus Chr tag Reckon 
thyself dead to that sin of sins, UNBELIEF. This is the life of all 
other sins. Be deaf to its reasoning, dead to its pleas. Both dis- 
honor thy Lord, and rob thy soul of its comfort. 

Here isthe mystery of faith. This is to be held in a pure con- | 
science. Thereis afreedom from sins; of access to God with bold- 
ness. Here is the victory of saints. Here is the triumph of truth 
against all our enemies, to the death of sin and the life of holiness. 

. Hence, through the Spirit of truth springs our daily comfort, con- 
tinued growth in grace, in the knowledge of J esus, and in personal 
holiness of life and conversation, 


Do we not know that solemn word, So from the grave did Christ arise. 
That we are bury’d with the Lord, _ And lives to Ged above the skies. : 
Baptiz’d into his death, and then ; No more let sin and satan rei 

- Pat off the body of our sin? — Ove rive 

‘G eis or r o2r mortal flesh again ; ; 

ur souls receive diviner breath, The various lusts we ‘serv’d before 
s _ ~ 


Con ; , 
Rais’d from corruption, guiltand death; Shall haye somoien noW no more, 
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or if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life-——Rom. v. 10. = 


NEAR twenty years ago, upon hearing a certain preacher vehe- 
mently assert, “that souls might be justified by faith in Jesus, and 
yet afterwards burn in hell,” my soul was brought into great dark- 
ness, perplexity, and distress. Glory to my dear Lord, by this very 
text he again restored light, peace, and joy to my soul, and clearly . 
taught and comfor rtably established me in the scriptural doctrine of 
the certain per severance of all God’s saints to eternal glory. Ivecord 
‘this to the praise of our dear Lord, and to the comfort of his people. 

«If when we were enemies : :?’—to whom ? Our worst foe, satan? 
: No: : but to our best friend, God : the God of our salvation : to Jesus 
our God and Saviour: to God the Spirit our sanctifier ; to the gos- 
pel of his grace, and word of our salvation. O, what a precious word 
is this ! “reconciled to God.” God in Christ was reconciled to us. 
O, what love and grace ever dwelt in his heart to us enemies, trai- 
tors, and rebels against him! this he manifested in reconciling us to 
himself. How? “ By the death of his Son.” O, my feilow sinners ! 
at every step let higher wonder rise in your hearts and mine. T - 
cross of Jesus, what hath it done for us! Jesus dying on ‘the cross } 
O, what hath it effected in us! Here we view, believe, and know 
the love God hath to us. This belief slays the enmity of our rebel- 
Yious hearts; bows our stubborn wills, and attracts our alienated 
affections. We throw down our arms, embrace our reconciled God, 
desire for ever to cease ail hostility against him. “ Much more being 
reconciled” to God’s purposes, providence, and grace ; his way of 
salvation by his Son Jesus, submitting to his righteousness for ia 
~ fication, to his sceptre to be governed, to his Spirit to be led, 
his gospel to be saved and ruled. What then? Being thus r 
ciled, may we not be cast off at last, and burn in hell for ever? 
Jesus can die, perish, and be annihilated ; but not otherwise. For, 
“ how much more shall we be saved by! his life !” By fgith we receive 
the atonement of his death. This is the life of our souls. By his 
life o intercession for us, we are as safe and as sure of glorypas 
though we were already seated in the heavenly m: ‘nsions : “unless 
Christ shed his blood in vain, God reconciles us to himself in vain ; 
our faith is vain ; the work of God’s Spirit is in vain; and all the pro= 
mises of God are in vain, and of no effect. But all this is utterly 
God’s purpose according to election shall stand, not of 


ho 






‘Sy if 


impossible. 
works, but of him who eon Rom. ix. }1, 


» 


258 SEPTEMBER 2. ° 
He shall glorify me.—John xvi. 14, 


Tus gospel of Jesus is suited to our indigent state and distress- 
ed circumstances ; but we are averse to receive the truth in the love 
of it, because of our loftiness of Spirit and pride of heart. A system 
that tends to exalt and glorify us in our own eyes and in the sight of 
others, we are naturally very fond of. . This notion sticks close to us, 
we do not easily part with it. To imagine ourselves possest of some 
inherent good dispositions and amiable tempers, which put us upon 
more respectable terms in the sight of God, and gain his favor, this 
we are apt to mistake for the work of the Spirit, upon the heart. 
But as this notion leads from the faith and hope of the gospel, oppo- 
seth the glory of Jesus, lays another foundation than that which God 
hath laid, and tends to plume the creature with pride and vanity, we 
are taught to reject it as a spirit of Antichrist and delusion. This 
God severely reproves his church of old for: “ Thou didst trust in 
thine own beauty and playedst the harlot, because of thy renown,” 
Ezck. xvi. 15. But the blessed Spirit, who effects the marriage- 
union between the Lamb and his bride, doth nothing upon the heart 
that it should trust in, so as to attract the affections from Jesus, or to 
produce incontinency of behaviour to our rightful Lord. No: “the 
Spirit shall glorify, not himself as the agent, not yourselves. as the 
subject of his operations, but he shall glorify me,” saith Jesus, in 
your sight, heart, and affections. He shall bear witness tomy per- 
son and offices of the relation I stand in to you; that justification is 
solely by my righteousness, atonement for your sins by my own 
sacrifice, and pardon of them by my blood: that I am your priest, 
ever before the throne, representing your persons, and pleading 
your cause. So shall you find peace in me, live daily upon me, and 
rejoice only in me. So be hors 

‘Thus by this work of the Spirit, Christ alone is exalted and glori- 
fied ; our hearts comforted in truth, and sanctified in love, to the 
honor and service of our heavenly King. Thus, to them” that 
believe, Jesus is precious; because we see the Father’s love. centre 
in him, and diffusing ‘itself through his pierced heart to ours, by the 
Holy Ghost given to us. Hence we become alive in cur spirits and 
_affections to God, and dead to self-seeking, self-righteous, self-elo- 
rying views. We die daily to carnal lusts and corrupt affections, 
which we know tend to dishonor our dear Lord, and contrary to his 
will, degrade our souls, and rob us of sweet, heart-felt communion 
withhim. The more Jesus is thus glorified, and we abide in him, 
so much the’ more are we enabled to bring forth: the fruits of the 
Sprit to the praise and glory of him. “ As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God,” Rom, yiii.14,09 0) © 


tM 


| SEPTEMBER 3. 959 
who maketh thee to differ from another ?--1 Cor. iv. 7. 


| Peruars few will reply, in the very words of a haughty Armi- 
nian, “I of myself, made myself to. differ; since I could resist Ged 
and divine pre-determination, but have not. Why then may I not 
glory in myself?’ Yet such is the language of all our proud hearts 
by nature, we are so fond of vain-glory. - Awful declaration ef our 
Lord’s! “ Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give an 
account of in the day of judgment.’’? Who then can be saved? I 
_ humbly conceive these idle words imply preud, self-righteous, self- 
- sufficient words, maliciously spoken in contempt of the sovereign, 
distinguishing grace of God, free justification by the righteousness 
of Jesus, and full salvation by his finished work onty. So Mal. 
il. 13—“ Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord.” 
The whole of that in Matt. xii. seems to prove this sense, andthe 
conte xt confirms it—< By thy words thou shalt be justified,” i. e. 
By the confession-of thy mouth, arising from the belief of thy heart 
of salvation by grace, through the Son of God, thou shalt be justified, 
«sand by thy words thou. shalt be condemned.” i. e. Thy words 
betray the pride and unbelief of thy heart, in not submitting to the 
sovereignty of God’s grace and free salvation by his beloved Son. 
For this thou shalt be condemned. By line upon line, and precept 
upon precept the Holy Ghost testifies of, exalts and glorifies the 
Lord Jesus, as all our salvation, and beateth down all self-confidence, 
and all self-glorying. “bad, 
Yet we dare not deny what the Holy Spirit hath done. in our hearts. 
By this we differ from others, and are distinguished from our former 
selves, when in our natural state of pride. But this is all of the 
_ sovereign grace of God. Hence we are made to differ as to our 
sfieech. We dare not speak of ourselves but as poor, sinners, who 
nor never could do any thing to make ourselves differ 
We are made to differ in Judgment. We 
r so lightly esteem the. 


never have, 
in state or in practice. 
‘no longer set our dear Saviour at nought, 0 
love of God as to think we can gain an interest in Jesus, and procure 
a title to God’s favor by our own works. But we firmly believe 
«God hath made us accepted in the beloved, to the praise of the 
glory of his grace,” Eph. i. 6. Hence our affections are turned 
to God in Christ by the power of the Spirit; Jesus is the delight of 
our souls and the glory of our hearts. He is to us the chiefest 
among ten thousand, and altogether lovely. His love, person, 
offices, and work, so enamour our souls and endear him to our 
hearts, that we are continuallydonging to know him more. Also, 
our practice is hereby influenced to hate and forsake the trifling 
- conversation, the vain amusements, sinful vanities of a wicked 
world. “For our fellowship is with the Father and his Son Jesus 


Christ,” 1 John i, 3. 


260 SEPTEMBER 4.’ 


Yor all the promises of God in him are. yea, and im him 
Amen, unto the glory of God by us.—2 Cor. i. 20. 


Turovcu the workings of our carnal frames, it is natural to us 
all to seek comfort from legal work, instead of gospel promises: © 
_ When a poor sinner is taught by man to believe, “ unless he performs 
the condition, he cannot receive the blessing of the promise :” from 
this mistaken notion he labours and toils fora season, but finding 
himself unable to reduce the doctrine to practice, he sits down in de- 
jection, and gives up all hope of mercy in this way.: ‘This’ will al- 
ways be the case where sincerity is not suffered to give way to self ~ 
deceit. But when the sun of righteousness ariseth with. glory on © 
the soul, these mists of ignorance flee away. When the free-love of . 
the everlasting covenant is made manifest toa sinner’s heart; by the © 
Spirit, he cries out in wonder and ecstacy, “This is all my salvation ~ 
and all my desire.” When by faith he beholds Jesus the surety of — 
the covenant, sees all the promises of life and salvation center in him, © 
Jesus becomes the hope of his soul, and the promise; the joy of his — 
heart. Blessed be God for a precious Christ; precious promises, and 
Precious faith. What could our God do more? What could he give 
more to his people than what he hath graciously done for them, and ~ 
freely given to them? Disciple, wherefore dost ‘thou doubt? Why | 
_ art thou reading a gloomy lecture over thy fallen state ? Why sitting * 
with folded hands, and dejected look, because thou feelest the corrupt 
workings of thy sinful flesh? What have thy legal thoughts brought © 
forth but that black monster, unbelief 2 ‘This dares’ to ‘gainsay the 
truths of God, deny his promises, set the Saviour at nought, ‘and rob’ ~ 
him of his glory, | What ! because thou canst not find nor feel any 
thing in thyself to deserve God’s love, or for which’ he should make 
one promise of mercy, wilt thou therefore conclude against the great-) 
ness of his love and freeness of his promises? Yea, but it is for that - 
very reason, because thou hast nothing in thyseif/but sin and misery, — 
thy God will have all the glory of his own grace in saving: thy’ soul, 
according to his promise in Christ Jesus. The Lamb, who spilt -his' 
blood for sin, who hath righteousness forthe naked, and a tongue to © 
plead the cause of the destitute, has all the promises in his. hands, ‘to® 
bestow the blessing: of them’on his needy members: Therefore out. 
of his fulness we receive, and grace for grace: So the Holy Spirit 
giveth us to believe and come to the ‘inexhaustible fulness of Jesus‘ 
for our every supply. Here we may ‘fix our faith, and-in the assu-0 ’ 
rance of truth be confident. we ‘shall want nothing. For’ this very” 
end is connected with our comfort, “the glory of God.” ‘Therefore’ * 
every promise of grace here and glory hereafter are’ stire : yea and 
cmen, so be it; according to God’s purpose and ‘grace in Christ - 
Jesus, 2 Tim. i, 9. ; 


SEPTEMBER 5, 261 
Fear not, thou worm Jacob.—Isa. xli. 14. 


In the light of truth, and under the teaching of the Spirit, every 
believer in Jesus loses sight of the once fancied dignity of his human 
nature, and sinks in the view of himself to the meanest reptile. Pro- 
bably the church, i in Isaiah’s days, had been considering her weak, 
helpless state; surrounded with trials and difficulties ; exposed con- 
tinually to the power of enemics on every side; in great danger of 
being trodden under feet and crushed to death; and had been laying 
her case before the Lords confessing the words of David, “I ama 
worm, and no man,” Psalmexxii. 9. Well, the Lord condescends 
to reply to such humble souls in their own language. “Though 
thou art as mean in thine own eyes, and as despicable in the sight 
- of others as a. poor, base, insignificant, crawling worm of the earth, 
yet thou art precious in my sight. Though thou hast no power in 
thyself to resist thine enemies, no strength to support thyself under 
thine afflictions and distresses, though satan threatens, troubles bow 
thee down, corruptions rage, and all the combined force of earth and 
hell is enraged against thee, yet fear not, thou worm, saith the Lord.” 

‘Thou soldier of Jesus, “fear not,’ is the word of command from 
_ the captain of thy salvation. Scarce any phrase so frequently occurs 
in the word of God as this. . Consider it as an antidote against all thy 
despondings, doubtings, and dejections.. Thou canst never fall into 
any exercise, be under any temptation, be visited by any afiliction, 
come into any straits or difficulties, but what the power of God can 
support thee under, and bring thee safely through. Consult not 
- human probability; judge not according to appearances; say not, 
* Worm as I am, I shall surely be crushed.’ Nay, but is any thing 
too hard for God? He saith, “I will help thee ;” I will succour; I 
will support thee ; I will strengthen thee ; my grace is sufficient for 
thee. Can aGodof truth promise in vain? Will a God of love ever 


fail to assist ?; Doth not a God of wisdom know when to deliver? Suf- ~~ 


fice it, we have his promise. That engages his truth, and that de- 


mands our faith to honor bim. » But, “Tam with thee,” saith the un 
Saviour. He is present; though perhaps thou thinkest otherwise,“ = 


and feelest not his comfortable presence. Thy most secret sigh; as 

well as every distress, lies open to ,his view. The cr afty designs of 

thy subtle foe, afid all his vile. stratagems, are without a covering 

before thy Lord. Terrify and distress thee he may, but prevail over “ 
thy soul he shall not! “For he that keepeth Israel, neither slumbey+ 

eth nor sleepeth.”” He is ever watchful to guard, and powerful’ to 

keep: and he hath given us this absolute promise, “ No weapon that 

is formed against thee shall prosper ; and every tongue that shall rise 

against thee in judgment, thou shalt condemn,” Isa. liv. 17. 

Vou. I. rt 
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062 SEPTEMBER 6. 
If a man think himself to be seme when he is nothing’, 
he deceiveth himself.—Gal. vi. 3 Se 


Tur leayen of Phariseeism, pride, delgeieincoumess, and self- 
sufficiency, is interwoven with our very nature. In the beginning 
- that arch-deceiver, satan, poisoned | the minds of our first parents 

with that corrupt doctrine, « Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 
evil.” ‘This infection hath tainted the wholehuman race: naturally 
every man deceiveth himself: he thinks ‘himself to be that which in 
reality he is not. Hence is rooted enmity to the salvation of Jesus 
and the grace of the gospel : : here man is nothing ; here the creature 
is annihilated. As Paul saith of an “idol, it is nothing in the 
world :” so that idol, a man’s self, is nothing, ' “hows nothing, can 
do nothing in the great work of salvation. Fallen nature, with all 
its boasted goodness, affected piety, devout efforts, contributes 
nothing ; for “all is of grace,” rich, free, and sovereign grace. Man, 
with all his vaunted «“ ‘knowledge of good and evil ;” his free will to 
choose the good and refuse the evil, his rectitude to perform his 
duty and secure his salvation, by fulfilling terms and conditions of 
the gospel ; all these are mere non-entities ; lighter than vanity 
when weighed in the balance of the sanctuary. 

O believer, when thou thinkest thyself nothing, knowest nothing 
of thyself, then thou thinkest and knowest right. But when thou 
art led to think, “now Fam something i in myself ; now I know some- 
thing by myself; now I can do something of myself, to keep myself 
in the favor of God, and to be faithful to his grace,” verily thou 
deceivest thyself. This is acting like the church of Galatia under 
spiritual witchcraft, “beginning in the Spirit, and ending in the flesh.” 
This, in the strict and proper sense, is “falling from grace.” So 
nature’s pride exalts one’s self, and censures other christians as car- 
nal and unfaithful. This pride of the flesh opposeth our growth in 
grace, and is contrary to the humbling knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
To know the grace of God in truth, is to own its sovereign operations 
upon the soul, to be steady as the sun in its course, uncontrolable 
as the wind in its power, unfrustrable | as the tide in its motion, and 
as unyielding to the power of nature and the will of man; as the proud: 
waves of the great ocean. ‘To “put on the Lord Jesus,” i is to put 
off the old man with its deceitful lusts,” and pride. To « rejoice in 
Christ Jesus,” is to “have no confidence in the flesh.” The Lord 

“will “ suffer no flesh to glory in his presence,” “ Let him that glori- 
eth, glory in the Lord, ” 1 Cor. i. 31. Happy for us, with Paul, “most 
gladly therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power 
ef Christ ee rest upon me,” 2 Cor. xii. 9. 


SEPTEMBER a 263 


Be ~— jor nothing : but in every thing, by prayer add 
supplication, with fae Hs let your requests be 
made unto God. —Phil. iv. 6 


Aut anxious: ‘cares which torture and distress the mind arise 
from unbelief; they are contrary to our profession, dishonorable to 
our God, and hurtful to the peace and comfort of our souls. ‘There- 
fore they are forbid by the gospel of grace, in love to the children 
of God. But, believer, thou hast not so learned Christ as to pass 
away a life of careless indolence and thoughtless inactivity. No; 
vigilance, industry, and fervency of spirit, is a suitable frame ever 
to be found in. Not slothful in business, but fervent in Spirit, serv- 
ing the Lord. Careful and diligent in the use of all means in thy 
power, both to procure the subsistence and welfare of thy body, as 
well as to keep up the liveliness and vigour of thy soul. Careful 
and diligent, yet without care that hath disquietude and distress. As 
to the things of this life, it is sufficient to anéwer all thy anxiety, and 
silence thy every fear and doubt ; your heavenly Father (saith J esus) 
knoweth you have need of them.” Hie feeds the birds. ‘Will he 
suffer his babes to starve? Thou shalt have all things needful for 
life and godliness. If such a sinner as I may speak of himself, under 
worldly losses and disappointments I have thought, “ Well, though 
Thave not what I expected, I can very well go to heaven without | 
at “This consideration, thanks to my dear Saviour, hath often 
brought a heaven of contentment to my soul, in a world of ao 
p ointment. 

As to spiritual blessings, “He that spared not his own Son, but 
freely gave him up- a sacrifice for our sins; how shall he not with 
‘him also freely give us all things. *? ‘The Father that hath ‘ blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings i in Christ Jesus,” will hand them out 
to us by his holy Spirit in number, weight, and measure, just as his 
wisdom sees best ; and it is our wisdom to be content and opie: bei 
Here i is encouragement for faith and prayer, 

_And canst thou look within, without, around, above) and see no 
cause for thanksgiving and praise, O christian? Are not what thou 
hast in hand, and what thou hast in hope, the free-gifts of the grate 
of thy God ? Call to mind his mercies to excite gratitude ; reflect on 
his promises to quicken in prayer. Under all thy trials, distiesses, 
sorrows, fears, doubts, and difficulties, here is sweet encour agement 
for thy soul; speak them out freely: make thy requests familiarly 
unto God. And what shall be the happy consequence ? Hear and re- 
joice, thou shalt have more « abundantly ip either thou canst think 
of or ask for,” Eph. iii. 20, 


Me wae J Te oy: et eee ee 


Christ ever lives to intercede Content, my soul, thy cause he’ll plead, 
Before his Father's face ; Nor doubt thy Father’s grace. 


my 


264 SEPTEMBER 8: 


My grace is s sufficient for thee: for my wir eb is apie 
perfect in thy weakness.—2 Cor. xii. 9. | : 


_ Sprrirvat conflicts with the enemy of souls are the lot of all 
God's children. Holy Paul was under deep and afflicting distress of 
soul. Satan the adversary assaulted him very powerfully. He 
groaned” under it; he frequently besought Jesus that this grievous 
and painful’ messenger of satan might be made to depart from him,. 
and that his conflict might be at an end. O, age distressing exer- 
cises.God’s children undergo from the enemy !. The hearts of such, 
only know the bitterness thereof. But is the captain of their salvya-. 
tion regardless of them * Is he deaf to their prayers when they calh 
on him? ‘No : he he ever hears, he always answers in Jove. But did 
the Lord giant his dear servant’s request ?. No; then the design of. 
love would hot have been answered. Paul was in danger of being 
“exalted above measure.” This was to be prevented. He was “to 
glory in infirmities.” This was to be effected. Satan’s design was 
for his evil. J esus makes it work for good. But that he might not 
faint in the combat, this comfortable answer is giveh, “ My grace is’ 
sufficient for thee ; for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Let it suffice, my love and favor is ever towards you ; my almighty 
strength is engaged to preserve you. ‘Though you are weakness it- 
self to withstand such an enemy, yet my’ hee irs nee shall up-. 
hold you ; in this you shallconquers  * Ss 

Here is the strongest assurance for the sisting of faith,. avian 
most solid ground for the rejoicing of hope. The grace and love of 
Jesus opposed to the malice and hatred of satan; the strength of Je- 
hovah triumphing in, and made illistriously glorious through saints* 
weakness, QO, what an ever-loving, all-sufficient, omnipotent Lord 
is Jehovah Jesus! The Lord whom thou servest, believer, .knows 
thy every-distress and conflict of soul. He will strengthen thee in, 
support thee under, and bring thee safe through and out of all thy, 
exercises and troubles. ‘Thou shalt lose nothing in the furnace but 
the dross of nature’s pride and cortuption, and the vanity of self-elo- 
rying, | self-sufficiency, and self-righteousness. ‘God by ‘his Spirit 
will teach thee to profit in humility and Selfsdifiidenory and to glory 
in and exalt the Lord Jesus more and more.’ Sweet and encouraging, 
-is that promise to God’s church and people in general : strong and 
comforting is God’s declaration to Paul, im particular: “ Fear not, 


for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I'am thy God: 1. will 
_ strengthen thee; yea I will help thee; yea I will: uphold thee with 


i right hand, of : my ida il Isa. =i 10: 


re can dé all things, or can bear + But ifthe Lord he once withdrawn, } 
Allsufferings if my Lord be there: And we attempt the work alone : 

Sweet pleasures mingle with the pains, When new temptations spring my rise, 
While his left hand my head sustains. We find how great our weakness ig, 


‘ 2 


_ SEPTEMBER 9. 265 


— not aecording to the a, pearance, but judge faeces 
Jjudgment.—John Vile 24,00 


By acting contrary to this advice of our prophet, the ein of 
God . often distress their poor hearts. Perhaps in no one instance 
more than this. “ My feet were almost gone, my steps had well 
nigh slipt,” said the Psalmist. Why? What was the case? Alas! ! 
alas ! he had been looking at the outward appearance of the wicked. 
How happy, gay, and joyful they seemed? .So that corrupt nature 
and carnal reason had erected a tribunal in opposition to faith and 

‘truth, « Verily,” says he “Ihave cleansed my heart in vain,” &e. 
But he was soon undecgived and brought to “ judge righteous 
judgment.” from the records of truth in the sanctuary of his God, 
Psalm Ixxiii. Professors of old had a severe check (Mal. iii.) for 
thus judging, . “ Your words have been stout against me, saith the 
Lord ; ye have said itis vain to serve God,” &c. “You call the proud, We 
. that is, the self-righteous, but. disobedient persons, whom y resist 
and abhor, “happy.” Christian, beware of judging of men. Be 
cautious of determining of matters by appearances. They are very 
deceitful. ‘Judge of no man’s state by appearances ; evil actions we 
may condemn; good actions we should applaud. | But to judge and 
determine the eternal state. of any by appear ‘ACES, we have no 
authority. It was a judicious speech of St. Austin, “If Isee a 
wicked man die, shall I say he is gone to hell ¢ ? I dare not. Shall I 
say he is gone to heaven? I cannot.” is 

_ How awful were the falls of David and Peter! Yo what dreadful 
lengths of oy persecutions against Christ, his truth, and members, 
did Paul run! Yet how did the rich grace of our God triumph in 
their repentance and salvation ! Therefore, believer, even as to thine 
own eternal state, judge not from present sense and appearances 
though all things seem against thee. Oppose not thy jrames and 
feelings to God’s truth, love, grace, promises, and oath in Christ 
Jesus. And they all point-—to whom? Even to sinners, lost and 
perishing sinners. Whatever else thou hast lost, a sense cf sin is 
with thee. True, sayest thou, and a dreadful sense itis. I alsa 
know the same; Ihaye a fellowship with thee in the sa me. sorr owful 
truth. But still, “this is a faithful saying, worthy of all atecP Hap , 
at all times, that. Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.’ 

“Ts there a. doubt in thine heart, a fear in thy mind, a sin upon thy 
conscience, but he is able to relieve and cleanse thee fr om ? ae * Be not 
faithless; but unbelieving,” saith thy Lord, John Xx. 27, 


N ot diff’rent food or diff’r Ase dress, _ When weaker christians we be pa 
Compose the kingdom of our Lord ;- We do the gospel mighty wrong, 97 iG 
But peace and joy and righteousness, For God, the gracious and the wist ae iat 
Paith and obedience to his word. Receives the feeble* with the str ong. S * 
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266 SEPTEMBER 10. 


And the children struggled together within her: and she 
said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to in- 
quire of the Lord.—Gen. xxy. 22. ot ante 


VeERy uncommon and extraordinary was the case of Rebekah : 
inward commotion and strong contention, between the fruit of her 
body, alarmed her greatly: each thréatening death to the other,’ 
and herself also. Happy her conduct. In this distress she seeks 
satisfaction from the Lerd. A noble instance of faith and familiarity 
with the God of Israel. This also was written for our learning: a 
very just and striking emblem is this of the christian. As verily as 
Jacob and Esau were in the womb of Rebekah, so is the christian 
the subject of two contending parties, the old and new man, flesh 
and Spirit. ‘The life of each is opposite to the other; each is striving 
for the mastery over the other. Here is the daily conflict of dis- 
Aig ea. See tow tastes ds 5 alee ak ty Peo ah, Bal 
To good and evil equal bent; 

Sinfulin nature, yet a saint. 
“How does the poor groaning, burdened sinner act? Like himself, 
a believer on Jesus. With Rebekah, he goes to his counsellor, 


“he enquires of the Lord Jesus. Is he like Paul in conflict of soul 


crying*out, “O wretched man thatI am??? Yea, like Rebekah; is he 
sometimes weary of his life, because of the daughters of Heth, the - 
numerous progeny of corrupt lusts of the flesh ! Here is an evidence 
of his spiritual life: this isa full proof of ‘the strugglings of a sanc- 
tified soul. Though the poor heart may cry out, “Ia saint, Ia 
member of the Holy Jesus, Ta child of God! O, surely it cannot be. 
If so, why am I thus?” Know, O soul, that it pleased the Father 
that all fulness of grace should dwell in Jesus. He suffered thy fall 
into this state that he might raise thee’ by Jesus ; and he is pleased’ 


. to leave thy sinful nature vile and corrupt as he found it, until it 


shall be “sown a vile body.” “Thou art like Rebekah groaning and 
waiting to be delivered. Suffice it, that thou live by faith in. Jésus ; 


wait in hope for the adoption, namely, the redemption of our bedy,* 


Rom. viii. 23. Know thou art called in love, | daily to “ put off the 
old man with his deeds—to mortify the flesh with its affections and 
lusts.” But yet always to reckon th yself after Christ, in thy new 
state, possessed of perfect righteousness and true holiness. Ever 
accepted IN HIM, God’s beloved Son; thy beloved head, surety, and 
Saviour: in him ever acceptable to thy God. Thus the Lord thy God 
ever delights in thee, and rejoiceth over thee; sees no spot of sin, but 
adorned with perfect beauty. ‘Such are the glorious views of faith, in 
opposition to all sense and feeling. So, ‘shortly shalt thou be pre- 
sented to the Father by Jesus, perfectly holy. and without blemish 
“not having spot op wrinkle, or any such thing,” Eph. v. 26. eH 


l 
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SEPTEMBER 11. 267 


We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.—2 Cor. v. 1. 


Ir is the grand device of that arch- deneWen: sean, to represent 
the religion of Jesus as tending to melancholy, gloom, and sadness; 
but daily experience proves the reverse; for under asense of a crazy, 
disordered body, from views of, its approaching dissolution, with 
thoughts of its being shortly committed to the silent grave, who can 
put on an air of composure, joy, and delight, except the christian? 
Who’'such cause for continual felicity, as he who knows his lease is 
well nigh expired of his present house, that shortly itis to be pull- 
ed down ; but yet, through the kindness and love of his heavenly 
Father, a free grant of his eternal inheritance is gven him, “of a 
house not made with hands ?”? What comfort mustit yield to him 
to know the nature of the purchase, the certainty of its being obtained, 
the price fully paid, the deeds signed and sealed, the conveyance 
legally made, his trustee, Jesus, actually being in possession; yea and 
«“ the earnest of his inheritance in his heart, by the Holy Ghost given 
unto him :”-O, the in expressible j joy of this knowledge ! All this we. 
assuredly know by faith. Come, my brother mortal, is thy house 
like mine, ruined, crazy, and just ready to fall? O, let us daily be 
looking by faith, from Pisgah’s top to the pr omised inheritance. 
Let us daily consider our approaching dissolution, that our hearts 
may more and more love and live with our dear Saviour, who has told. 
us, “I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again to receive. 
you to. myself: where I am, there shall you be also,” John xiv. 2, 3. 

Vain and trifling is all this perishing world has to-offer, compared. 
with the glory which shall shortly be revealed in us; yea, not to be, 
set in competition with the grace that is Now upon us. And what, 
can deprive such an heir of his inheritance ? ? Shall sin? No; thatis 
fully atoned by the blood of Jesus. Shall the world? No; he hath 
victory over that, by the faith of Jesus. Shall tort 2? No; the, 
« God of peace will bruise satan under his feet shortly,” Rom. xvi, 
20. Shall the corruptions of his nature and the workings of unbe- 
lief? These may distress and make him groan; may deject with. 
doubts ; but shall not disinherit. For unbelief also.is included in that 
precious promise, “ Sin shall not have dominion over you, for ye are 

under grace,” Rom, vi. 14. And all such are “kept by the aie 
of God through faith unto salvation.” 


Phere! is a house not made with hands, Shortly this prison of my clay 
Eternal, and on high, Must be dissolv’d and fall ; 

And here my spirit waiting stands Then, Omy soul, with joy obey 
Till God shail bid it fly. Thy heav’nly Father’s eal. 


268 SEPTEMBER 12. 
They who feared the Lord, spake often one to another 
the Lord hearkened and heard it.-—Mal. iii. 16. 


Tue tongue, though but a little member, yet is capable of being: 
employed to the best services, or to’the worst purposes. Weare as- 
sured he is a perfect man who offends not in word. He is aman after 
God’s own heart who prays daily, “ Let the words of my mouth, and 
the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my Redeemer,” Psalm xix. 14. “Who is a wise 
man and endued with knowledge amongst you? lethim shew out of a 
good conversation his works with meekness of wisdorn,” James iil. 
13. Thus perfection, real godliness, and true wisdom are ascribed to 
our words and conversation. « By thy words thou shalt be justified, 
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned,” Matt. xii. ‘37. Most 
weighty considerations ! Let us take heed that we offend not with our 
tongue. But most encouraging assurance, our God hearkens to his 
dear children when we converse together about his kingdom and glo- 
ry, and our peace, edification, and holiness. Yea more : O conde- 
scending love! “ A book of remembrance was written before him of 
them who feared the Lord, and thought upon his name.” Is such kind 
notice taken of our converse ? Then what emulation ought to fire us, 
that our tongues may edify and provoke each other to love and good 
works ! What shame to christians, that they too often meet and talk, 
and their poor hearts are neither edified, ‘warmed, or comforted ! 
Why is this ? Truly the end of their conversation, “ Jesus the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever,” was not considered. He is always 
most worthy to be uppermost in our hearts and tongues. This, like 
a live coal from the altar, is the only fire to make _cold hearts glow 
with love, and warm hearts burn with affection. The best news of 
the day, the fittest subject for conversation, is the rich, free, sove- 
Teign grace of our God, the love of Christ, the glad tidings of the 
gospel, the joyful news of salvation finished by Jesus. This we are 
going fully to enjoy. What then should we talk of by the way but 
this? O disciple, dost thou find a dull frame and a sad heart? there- 
fore, sayest, I am unfit to converse of these things? This is really 
like staying from the fire, because cold, or. abstaining from food, 

because hungry. Consider the conduct of the disciples, “« Jesus 
drew near to them, and asks, what manner of communications are 
these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sap ??? Luke ‘ 
xxiv. 17. Though they had lost sight of Jesus; though their hearts 
were sad about it, yet they refrained not talking and communing 
about him. And he soon made their hearts burn within them. 
5 Let your conversation be as becometh the gospel of Christ,’ Phil, 
1. 27. 4 ged Oi ge bagnereens 
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SEPTEMBER 13. 269 


Twill allure.her,,.and bring her. into the wilderness, and 
speak comfortably unto pie —Hosea. il. 14, | 


Carwnat ease begets spiritual sloth. Outward tatewet often 
brings leanness of soul. Worldly joys, vain pleasures, and sensual 
gratifications, are contrary to the spiritual delights, holy comforts, 
and godly conversation of the soul. Of this observation we have 
awful evidence. Woeful experience proves it. It is seldom seen 
that the church of Christ in general, or individual members thrive 
and prosper in soul, when all without is easy, prosperous, and joyful 
to the flesh. Like “ Jeshurun, we wax fat and kick, forsake God, 
and lightly esteem the rock of our salvation,” Deut. XXxil. 15. 

But the head of his church, ever jealous for his own glory, ever 
watchful in love over his own members, wili not suffer them to perish 
with a surfeit from worldly kindness. They shall rather bleed by the 
loving stroke of his hand, than fall a sacrifice to the world and the 
flesh. Earthly plants droop and wither by too great heat from the 
sun: so spiritual plants hang their heads and decline under the warm 
sunshine of prosperity. “ But,” saith the Lord, who delights in the 
spiritual prosperity of his people, “I will allure them to myself; I 
will persuade of the evil of forsaking me, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewing out to themselves broken cisterns that will hold 
no water.” The world, with allits gaudy show and glittering vani-. 
ties, I will persuade them from. I willallure to myself the fountain 
of real happiness, the source of solid comfort, the centre of all felicity. 
The Saviour, who was led into the wilderness to be tempted for the 
soul, will lead the soul into the wilderness to wean it from its carnal 
delights. In a solitary, desolate wilderness, there is nothing grows 
to please the flesh, but all is irksome and disagreeable to nature. 
Here no path to direct from danger and invite to safety is found. 
Here wild beasts of prey roam: Here the welcome footsteps of the 
traveller cannot be traced. Here nought but dreary dread and con- 
stant fears haunt the mind. Just so is a wilderness-state of soul ; 
O, what fears and sorrows pursue it! How perplexed about the way, 
from danger to safety ! How gloomy, sad, and dejected is the heart ! 
O, in such a state how ready the soul to hear! O, how doth God 
there teach the soul the profitable lesson of consideration ! Former. 
follies are reflected on with shame, past conduct is nyourned over, 

worldly objects rejected with contempt, the soul brought again to 
thirst after God; Jesus and salvation becomes. its cry again. O, 
that it were with me as in months past! This is right. The Saviour 
loves to hear his members thus bemoaning themselves. Then is 
their ear open, and their heart atttentive to his voice ; and he will 
speak, not what she deserves, wrath ; but ss epdiprudinenie unto her heart; 
«Fear not, I am thy God, and thy great salvation.” 
Vou. I. Kk 


270 SEPTEMBER 14. 


And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, 
_and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, saith the Lord.—Jer. xxx. 34, 

Tuer outward teaching of the word is to be prized. Diligent 
attendance on gospel-preaching is by no means to be neglected. 
Faithful ministers of Jesus are to be esteemed highly in love for their 
works’ sake. Christian conversation is to be valued: none of these 
are here spoken against by our Lord. No; his appointing teachers, 
the Spirit’s owning and blessing the word by them to the instruction 
and conversion of souls, plainly prove the contrary. But Jesus, the 
substance, being come, teaching by types and shadows should be no 
more. Men shall not teach one another by pretended revelations z 
but the ministration of the Spirit should take place of the ministration 
of the letter. Such should be the effusion of the Spirit after the 
ascension of Jesus; that he should enlighten with his power and 
teach: with his- energy all the children of God. . Every believer in 
Jesus has this unction of the Holy Spirit, which teacheth him all 
things—1 John ii. 20. Hence the babe in Christ, as well as the 
father, is taught by the same divine Lord to know Jesus as the only 
and.alone Saviour, the virtue of his precious blood, the perfection of 
his atonement, the glory of his righteousness, and the completeness 
of his salvation ; taught to believe in his blessed name, and love his 
adorable person. O believer, is this absolute declaration, « they 
shall. all know me,” thy mercy? Jehovah speaks with the voice of 
omnipotence. The Lord effects by the power of his sovereignty. 
They shail all know me: are ail men thus taught of God? Do ail 
men know the Lord? We cannot say so. We dare not think so. 
The contrary is too evident. This teaching, this knowledge, ‘is not 
general.and universal, but special and peculiar to God’s people only. 
Therefore his grace proved. effectual to thy calling, thy teaching. 
How vain, how fruitless would all other teachers have’ proved !: 
but the work is his, the comfort thine. Ever reflect on the pride of: 
thy nature, the obstinacy of thy will, the blindness of thy understand- 
ing, the desperate wickedness and unbelief of ‘thy heart, and bow to: 
lis. sovereignty. Give the’ Spirit all the glory for what thou know- 
est of. Jesus as thy hope and salvation. Now there is an essential: 
difference between believing and knowing.’ All) men believe there’ 
is a.God.. But +to know God is peculiar to. regenerate souls, And: 
this is the comforting criterion, to know him as our own sin-forgiv- 
ing God: for he adds, « Iwill forgive their iniquity ; I will remem-- 
ber their sin no more.” fs . ‘ as 


We bless the prophet of the Lord. ‘Hosanna to thy glorious name,. 
‘Ehat comes with truth and grace :° Who call’d us by thy grace ; 
Jesus, thy Spirit and thy word: Thy mercies lay a sov reign claiti’ 


Doth teach usin thy ways. Té our immortal praise, 


SEPTEMBER 15. 271 


~ man having put his hand to the plough, and looking 
- back, is fit for the kingdom of God.—Luke. ix. 62. 


THE eye, though a little member, yet perhaps of all others is 
the greatest inlet to temptation. The first motion to sin entered by 
seeing. ve saw the fruit was good and pleasant to the eye. Look- 
ing begat longing ; so lust was conceived, and brought forth sin. 
Sin when it was finished brought forth death upon and all her pos- 
terity. When satan dared to tempt Jesus, he began the attack by 
presenting to his view the kingdoms of the world and the glories 
.thereof.. Seeing this, what reason is there, with Job, to make acoy- 
enant with our eyes! with David, to pray daily, “ Turn away mine 
eyes from beholding vanity !’? No state more awful than to set out 
in the best cause, and to turn back for the worst enemy. The last 
end of suchis most dreadful. Most deplorable indeed, to turn away 
from following Jesus, and make shipwreck of faith and a good con- 
science. . 

Whether he be minister or disciple who hath put his hand to the 
gospel-plough, if his eyes are attracted to, and his heart allured after 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, these 
will render him unfit for the kingdom of God. For these are as 
-contrary to the Spirit, frame, and genius of Jesus and his kingdom, 
as heaven isto hell. No mancan serve two such opposite masters. 
If thou hast chosen Jesus for thy portion and'thy all, wherefore dost 
thou look back to the world? What slight and contempt doth sucha 
conduct pour upon blessed Jesus! It is a sad evidence the heart is 
not whole withhim. Such conduct speaks loudly, as though there 
was somewhat desirable in Christ and his ways; but not enough ta 
win the. heart wholly, engage the affections entirely, and fill the. 
mind with happiness completely. “If any man draw back, my 
soul, saith the Lord, shall have no pleasure in him.” And verily 
such a soul can have no pleasure in God. Whither then will he 
fly ? to what refuge betake himself in the hour of calamity, and i in 
the day of distress? Oh! a forsaken Jesus, a slighted gospel, and 
neglected salvation, will wound the conscience with the keenest 
sting. See to it,O professor; watch over thy lustful eye. It is ever 
looking back’ to, and longing after more from this world than thou at’ 
present possesseth. O, beware of thy deceitful heart, lest that turn. 
eth from Jesus to the world. If-so, thy hand will soon let go the 
gospel-plough : and yet you will find carnal pleas for your ‘conduct. 
‘Many poor, dry, barren professors, have ever a reason (such as it is) 
at their tongues-end for their coyetous, worldly-minded spirit : :, when 
itis easy to observe, like Lot’s wife, they face about to Sodom, and 
are become a standing monument of God’s displeasure. “ But,” 
saith the apostle, of all the faithful members of Jesus, “ beloved, we 
are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salva- 


tion, though we thus speak,” Heb. vi. 9 


272 _ SEPTEMBER 16. 


Search the scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life, and they are they which testify of me.—John v. 39. 


Ir was an excellent reply of achristian lady to a scoffing infidel, 
who vented profane banter upon the scriptures, and asked, What 
proof she could give of the truth of holy writ? ‘ Yourself, Sir, 
said she, ‘is one ;’ for it is written, “ There shall come in the last 
days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,” 2 Pet. iii. 3. Even 
satan, when he tempted our Lord, though he dared to pervert, yet 
he never once attempted to deny holy scripture to be the truths of 
God. Shame to professors who are ignorant of God’s word. For 
Jesus and eternal life are revealed therein. Even devils, who have 
no hope from the scriptures, seem well versed in them. But may 
not Jonadab’s question to Amnon be put even to some of God’s chil- 
dren, “ Why art thou, being a king’s son, lean from day to day ?”” 
2 Sam. xiii. 4. I.eanness of soul comes on many through neglecting 
the nourishing truths of God’s word. It is the rich feast of the Fa- 
ther’s love. By it the soul is fed and nourished up to eternal life. 
Verily, when we lose our appetite for the scriptures, and they are not 
savoury food to us, it is because our souls are distempered. 

“They testify of me,” saith Jesus. Is not that word enough? 
What so sweetly, so powerfully engaging to the soul, as when some- 
what of our dear Saviour is to be learned from every page? The 
more we are acquainted with his precious person, his amazing love, 
his wonderful humility, his astonishing sufferings, his finished work 
on earth, so much the more will he be endeared in our hearts. We 
shall prize the word that testifies of him, and the Spirit that glorifies . 
him: we shall think of him, love him, live upon him, live to him, 
long to be with him from day to day. So we shall beguile all our 
troubles and trials below ; our hearts will be simple and happy; our 
conversation and conduct will be more like the meek Lamb of God. 
Thus shall we grow as Pharaoh’s “ kine, fat-fleshed and well-favored, 
while we feed in God’s meadow,” Gen. xli. 18. If we neglect the 
scriptures that testify of Jesus, no marvel if we enjoy not the com- 
fort of the Spirit’s witness of Jesus. ‘Says Luther, ‘Let the Lord 
take me out of life this hour, or when it pleaseth him, I leave this 
behind me, I will.own Jesus Christ for my Lord and my God. This 
I have not only out of the scriptures, but by manifold experience 
also, for the name Jnsus hath often helped and comforted me, when 
no creature could.’ “ Holy scriptures are able to make us wise unto 
salvation, through faith, which is in Christ Jesus,” 2 Tim, iii. J5. 


Great God! mine eyes with pleasure look, Let the false raptures of the mind,’ 
On the dear volume of thy book; ~~ -——-Be lost and vanished in the wind : 
There my Redeemer’sface Isee, | ~—Heredean fix my hope secure ; 
And read his name who dy’dfor me. — This is thy word and must endure, 


‘ 


SEPTEMBER 17. Ris | 
Ye are come to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of sprinkling.—Heb. xii. 24, 


Wuen from zeal and affection for their beloved master, the 
‘discipies would have called for fire from heaven, “ He rebuked them, 
saying, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.” In young dis- 
ciples there is often much heat of zeal which is not according to know- 
ledge ; they know but little what evils they are called from, and what 
Privileges they are come to. It behoves all to be diligent in reading, 
hearing, and studying, the truths of Jesus. So the Spirit makes 
wise heads and joyful hearts. To see, taste, and feel somewhat of 
Jesus from the law, the types and figures, the prophesies, promises, 
and the gospel, is the chief concern of simple souls ; so their hearts 
are daily more and more established in faith ; and they know more 
assuredly that they are really come to Jesus. .When we read of 
Moses sprinkling the people, and crying out, “ Behold the blood of 
the covenant,” Exod. xxiv. 8—this comfortably reminds us of the 
pardon of sin by the precious blood of the dear Lamb; and how 
the sprinkling of this blood purifies the heart from sin, and the con- © 
science from guilt, by faith. 4 
The acceptable sacrifice of Abel, by which:he diésined witness 
that he was righteous, brings to our minds the most excellent sacri- 
fice of our dear Saviour. This speaks righteousness, peace, love, 
and salvation to our souls ; this silences all guilty fears ; this revives 
and comforts drooping, trembling hearts, knowing that Jesus is our 
dear and ever-loving Mediator before the throne. This gives bold- 
ness and confidence of free access to God, and freedom of heart to 
draw nigh to, love him, and rejoice in him.’ Whatever our various 
‘cases, frames, and circumstances are, our only wisdom and comfort 
lies in simply commending all, to Jesus, knowing that we are come 
to him, and live comfortably, by daily coming to him. Is sin our 
sorrow, grief, and burden? Jesus has a plea for it; he does not 
extenuate or excuse it. Nor should we; but confess it with all its 
aggravations : his blood speaks before the throne ; the Spirit bears 
witness to it. When the voice of sin and terror is heard in thy con- 
science, Christ’s blood speaks pardon from God, freedom from con- 
demnation, peace of conscience, joy of heart, and a hope full of 
immortality. Happy to be come to Jesus, and joyful to believe in 
him as our Mediator. ©, how full of the richest consolation is this 
word? «If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness,” 1 Johni. 9.- 


t* 


Our Jesus call’d and bade us come Christ is our Mediator dear 
To him for ease and rest; i" Before the throne of God : 
Qur souls obey’d his heav’nly voice, Our conscience finds sweet peace with him 


And,we in him are blest. ' af Now sprinkled with his blood. 


Q74 SEPTEMBER 118. 
My little children, of whom I travail in bith going until 
Christ be formed in you—Gal. iv. 19. | 


Many ‘sincere disciples, who are convinced of sin, hope in 
themselves cut off, and have fled to Jesus for refuge, are often dis- 
tressed because they have not been under such dreadful terrors of 
legal wrath which others talk of, and are mistaken for the pangs and 
travail of the new birth. But there is no authority from scripture to 
conclude we must have such great terrors of hell and damnation ere 
we come to and believe on Christ. Nay, the law may work great 
wrath in the conscience, and yet the soul never be. converted to 
Jesus and the holiness of the gospel. The Spirit is a sovereign agent. 
Enlightened, convinced souls are differently wrought on; some feel 
more, others less terror; but each see the sinfulness of sin, their lost 
state by nature, the spirituality of the law and the preciousness of 
Jesus, before they will come to him. On-such the dear Saviour 
“sees the travailof his soul, and is satisfied,” Isa. lii.,.11... Zion, 
the church, in her living’ members, travails in faith and prayer, and 
by her, as the mother, children are brought forth, Isa. Jxyi. 8. 
Ministers, in their painful labours omit endeavours, travail that nos 

a born to‘Jesus. 
Thus laborious and affectionate Paul travailed in birth again for 
the apostatizine Galatians. . He had been in pain for them till they 
were brought forth, at first as a holy seed in their conversion to 
Jesus; butnow his soul was-pained at their turning back again to 
the law. Children of God, though little in knowledge, and weak 
in faith, areas dear to Jesus as adult christians : so are they to his 
faithful ministers. But they are fearful of believing too much in, 
and trusting too much on, the finished work of Jesus. Their poor 
legal hearts are ever, now and then, looking to the law, and leaning 


~« to-something of their own; but the Spirit will not leave such to abide 


ina feeble, infinite state. Ministers labour and travail for their 
growth in grace, by the knowledge of Jesus: the gracious Spirit, by 
the word, forms Christ more perfectly in them; he increases more 
perfect knowledge of his finished salvation, in the full atonement of 
his blood, the perfection of his righteousness, and the prevalency of © 
his intercession for their justification and acceptance with God: and 

_ #lsoin their sanctification, he more perfectly forms the image of 
“Christ in them, as to the disposition of, their hearts and conformity 
of their lives, “ We are changed into their image by the . Spee of 
the’ niin 3 Corsi ih, 485 


Glory to God the Spirit give, Dear Lord, thou Spirit, with us stay, ti 
From whose almighty pow’r, And let us not thee grieve ; vis 

Our souls their heav’nly birth derive,  O, guide us thro’ our desert way, 
And bless the happy hour. é ‘ < And never, neyer’ leave. ma 


r ; we by, 


SEPTEMBER 19. 275 
Jesus said unto him, ie didst. eee: doubt 2~— 
Matt. xiv. 31. 


_ Tue best of men are but men at the best. The most eminent 
saints of God have experienced doubting, fearful frames, as well as 
believing, joyful ones. We have many instances of this in the bold 
and courageous Peter. Now, at the command of his master, we 
behold him walking safely on the surface of the great deep. Here he 
honored his master’s word, was very safe and comfortable while he 
believed his power. Tp see Peter walking upon the liquid ocean, 
is not more beyond the power of reason to comprehend and account 
for, than to see a poor sinner comfortably living and walking by faith 
on the Son of God, in spite of all the raging waves of unbelief, lust; 
and corruptions. 

But as it was with Peter, so it is often with the believer. The 
workings of Peter’s natural senses, the suggestions of his carnal 
reason, opposed the actings of his faith; he heard the roaring winds, 
he saw the boisterous waves, he considered the bulk and weight of 
his body, and then, up reason, down faith. Reason assures him — 
fluid water cannot support him. Hence’ he doubts, he fears, he 
sinks, So the poor sinner, who hath heard the inviting voice of 
Jesus, and obeyed the word of his grace, to believe on nim, walks 
sweetly and comfortably for a season; but anon, corruptions like the 
surging billows, lift up their threatening. heads ; temptations, like 
the stormy wind, blow violently upon him ; the thunderings of a fiery 
law are heard; he thinks incensed justice pursues him, and that the 
face of majesty looks stren upon him. Hence he reasons upon 
what he ‘is, what he has done, and what he may expect ; and all in 
nature, sense, and feeling is against him. O then, he doubts in 
his mind and sinks in his spirit! But when he reflects, Jesus is above 
all, he is mighty to save; then, seeing all hope im him, and none 
beside him, he cries, “Lord save, orI perish.” This is right. 
Our Sayiour loves to hear his poor disciples cry to him.. He is near 
them, and, as Peter was, they are always within the reach of his 
arm. He loves their persons, approves their crying, but reproves 
their doubting. Wherefore didst thou doubt? Though thy sins 
have reached to heaven, yet my blood is before the throne. Who 
shall lay any thing to thy charge? Itis God that justifieth, who shall 
condemn thee? I have died, what shall destroy thee, seeing lam 
able to save to the very uttermost /—Verily, O Jesu, to the poor 
and needy in their fps thou art a refuge from the storm, Isa. 
xxv. 4. 


What tho’ the host of death and hell, ~ A friend and helper so divine, 
Allarm/’d against me stood, Does my weak courage raise ; 

Why should their terrors shake my sowl? He makes the glorious viet’ry mine, | ~ 
My refuge is my God. And his shall be the praise. 


¢ 


276 SEPTEMBER 20. 


Tfye know these. things, happy are ye if ye do oo. 
John xiii. 17. 


Jususis a prophet to teach, a priest to atone, anda king to 
reign by love in the hearts of all his subjects. So a christian receives 
the Lord Jesus. Faith in him begets an ear of love to his doctrine, 
and aheart of obedience to his commands. Letno one call evangel- 
ical obedience, legal bondage. For every precept that drops from 
the mouth of Jesus, flows from love to us. When he saith, “ Do 
this ;” it is for thy happiness and good, O soul. “ Avoid that ;” love 
is careful of thee, “ Do thyself no harm.” “This is pleasant to the 
renewed soul to hear, his happiness to obey. Faith in Jesus makes 
allthings easy. “ His commandments are not grievous.” To know 
them is our privilege. To do them is our happiness. 

Say, O christian, is not this thy experience! Art thou not happy 
in doing the will of Jesus who died for our sins? Art thou not de- 
lighted in obeying Jesus, who hath made peace between God and thy 
soul? Art thou not joyful in glorifying thy Father, by bringing forth 
the fruits of righteousness, which are by. Jesus Christ? Verily i 
keeping thy commandments, O Lord, there is great reward of grace ; 
in peace and happiness of soul now ; and hereafter such shall hear 
that joyful sentence from our loving Saviour, “Come ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world,” Matt. xxv. 34. Then shall the works of the 
righteous be owned and proclaimed by the Judge. ' They are called 
to inherit the kingdom. Why? Because blessed of God the Father 
with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. Hence the kingdom is 
prepared for them from the foundation of the world. But it consti- 
tutes no part of the believer’s happiness, to do any work whatsoever, 
whereby to entitle himself to the favor of God ; or to make the work 
of salyation more effectual than the blood and righteousness of the 
Son of God hath.. No; thisis to be rejected as the vilest slavery, 
the worst of drudgery ; contrary to faith; inconsistent with chris- 
tian love ; and derogatory to the salvation of Jesus. Luther was 
wont to say, ‘ifpicking up a straw would save me, I would not do 
it ; it would be an act of unbelief of my dear Lord’s salvation; but 
being already saved by Jesus, through his grace, I would go through 
fire and water to obey his commands.’ Where Jesus is the life of 
the soul, this will be manifest, in obedience to his commands. “ Bles- 
sed is the man who delighteth greatly in his commandments,”* 
Psalm cxil. 1, 


t 


I hear thy word with love, For ever sure thy promise, Lord, 


And I would fain obey : Here I securely trust. 
Send thy good Spiritfrom above While of thy works I sing, | 
To guide me lest I stray. Thy glory to proclaim, - 


How perfeet is thy wordti)apwiny ot Accept the praise, my God and King, 
And all thy judgments just, In my Redeemer’s name. 


LJ 


: |. SEPTEMBER 21. 277 
Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for 
him in God. Selah.—Psalm iii. 2. 


Hap David’s foes said of him, He deserves no help from God ; 
he would readily have owned this as a great truth. As God’s chil- 
dren are comforted by the truth, so the enemy advances lies to dis- 
tress them. When he attacks their faith and comfort, he boldly 
impeaches the love and faithfulness of their God. « No help for me 
in God !” O my soul, wilt thou listen to this suggestion? Canst 
thou indulge such a thought one moment’? Art thou beset with dis- 
tress of soul, and surrounded with troubles and difficulties? Art thou 
singing a melancholy note ? Selah, saith David : pause, consider this ; 
lift up thy mind to attend; how dishonorable to thy God, how de- 
structive to thy faith, peace, love, and holiness, is this! Know the 
voice of thy enemy. Hear the voice of thy Saviour. His word is 
adapted to thy circumstances, however distressing or desperate. 
“Thou hast destroyed thyself!’ What is added? Perish in thine 
own undoings, take it for thy pains? No: for almighty love proclaims 
its own triumph ; “ But in me is thine help,” Hos. xiii. 9. ° 

“Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward.” When born 
again he finds more enemies and troubles than ever: a sinful nature 
burdens him, carnal lusts perplex him; satan tempts and accuses him, 
unbelief besets and dejects him ; but, most joyful truth, God is his 
dear Father, Jesus his precious Saviour, the holy Spirit his loving 
comforter. Where should the poor sinner look? To whom should 
the exercised, afflicted soul go? Happy for him when with David, 
he goes with childlike simplicity, and tells his sorrowful complaints 
to his dear Saviour; “Lord, how are they increased that trouble 
me! Many rise up against me.” They say of my soul, “ There is 
no help for me in God.” The Saviour loves to hear his members? 
complaints ; he delights to redress them. Thus, when driven from 
all hope and help from within and without, then they honor him in 
faith and prayer. As when the little child is affrighted with lying 
' stories, it flies to the arms of its father for safety, tells him of its 
fears, and thus its little heart gets ease ; so David found it; his ex- 
perienced heart cries out, “ Thou, O Lord, art a shield for me; my 
glory, and the lifter-up of my head. Salvation belongeth unto the 
Lord; thy blessing is upon thy people.” Thus, though a mournful 
complaint ushers in this Psalm, yet it concludes in the joy and tri- 
_umph of faith. “Though weeping may endure for a night, yet joy 
cometh in the morning,” Psalm xxx. 5. 


Tho’ weeping for a night endure, O, listen then unto his word, * 
And foes distress my heart; - Th his sweet promise trust : 
Yet in the morning joy is sure : _ Thy foes shall flee before thy Lord, 
Our Saviour takes my part. Who faithful is and just. M. 


Vou, I. Ll 


278 SEPTEMBER 22. 

I beseech you therefore. brethren, by the mereies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, whichis your reasonable service. —— 
Rom. xi. 1. 


Jusr before our dear Saviour left his apostles, he gave them 
‘this commission, “ Preach the gospel ;” glad tidings of the everlast- 
ing love and mercy of God, in Christ, to poor sinners. By this truth, 
‘through the power of the Spirit, souls are brought to repentance, 
faith and salvation ; and by the sweet force and constraining influence 
of the same truth, believers are to be exhorted, animated, and stirred 
up to glorify God in their souls and bodies which are his. This was 
the apostlés’ practice. With what affection and love do they address 
the members of Jesus! The sound of wrath and terror, the thunder- 
ings of hell and damnation are not used to soldiers in the camp of 
Jesus. No; they are exhorted by Jove and mercy. So we delight 
to hear: and from these most powerful motives we cheerfully obey. 
We present our bodies a living sacrifice upon that altar which conse-~ 
crates the gift, even Jesus. We are holy in him, acceptable unto 
God through him. We own it “our reasonable service ; 3° we are 
not our own. We acknowledge it our bounden duty. Christ hath 
bought ws with the price of his own blood. Lord, give power to 
obey, and command what thou wilt. Consider, O christian, while 
thy poor soul was dead in trespasses and sins, thy body was a wretch- 
ed slave to the drudgery of Satan and thy vile lusts. Now a better 
master demands its service. It is of God’s mercies in Christ thy 
soul is quickened, and by the same mercies thou art ‘required to 
yield thy body as a living sacrifice. It isnow the temple of the Holy 
Ghost, therefore to be consecrated. to holy purposes, 

Was David so struck with the distinguishing favor of being a king, 
as to dance joyfully before the ark? 2 Sam. vi. 14. O, consider our 
eternal mercies in Christ, being kings and priests unto God! Medi- 
tate daily, hourly on this. How should it affect our hearts with love, 
raise our spirits in triumph, inflame our affections with zeal for God’s 
glory ! Our spiritual mercies are not common to all. Carnal men 
are ignorant of, and despise them. re) study then to approve your- 
selves as the peculiar, highly distinguished favorites of heaven. As 
the elect of God, be clothed with humility ; 7 yet, as kings’ ‘sons, live 
upon heavenly food ; and act as those who dare not demean them- 
selves by a practice etolr’ their royal dignity. “He that saith he 


abideth in Christ, ought himself’ also so to walk, even as he walked,” 
1 John ii. 6. 


The tender mercies of thy God -. Thy soul and body offer up 
Daily recount, my soul, , A living sacrifice, | i 
O live and spread his praise abroad, Holy to God thro’ Jesu’s love; _. ; 


While love thy pow’rs controul. Let nothing less suffice, M. 


SEPTEMBER 23. 279 


Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righte- 
ousness ; for they shail be filled.—Matt. v. 6. 


To thirst after happiness is natural. Toseck it from wrong ob- 
_ jects is natural. To desire to escape a hell of misery, and enjoy a 
place of happiness, is equally natural. Ifthis may be called salvation, 
all men wish to besaved. The most wicked may wish to “die the death 
_ of the righteous, and that their last end may be like his’? This every 
man is capable of as a rational, intelligent being. And many are striv- 
ing to make themselves righteous in order to be saved. But to de- 
Sire salvation in God’s way, to hunger and thirst after Christ and his 
righteousness, is peculiar to the quickened only. The dead hunger 
not. Spiritual appetites spring from spiritual life. A natural man 
can as soon seek to fill his belly with the east wind, or allay his thirst 
_with the sun-beams as do this. ‘ 
« Te know ourselves to be miserable sinners, destitute of righteous- 
ness, to believe Christ has obtained it for us, and to hunger and thirst 
after it, this lies at the foundation of true godliness; this enters into 
the very essence of our religion. Such self-emptied, hungry, and 
thirsty souls are blessed: for they shall be filled; filled with ail the 
blessings of Jesus’ everlasting righteousness ; acceptance with God, 
pardon of sins, and peace from God ; filled with the fruits of right- 
eousness which are by Jesus Christ ; with all the graces of God’s 
Spirit on earth, and with all the fulness of Godin glory. “This is 
the heritage of my servants, and their righteousness is of me,” saith 
precious Jesus—Isa. liv. 17. “ The skies pour down righteousness, © 
the faithful open their hearts and receive it,” Isa. xlv.8. O, what 
delightful fellowship and intercourse subsist between heaven and 
“earth; hungry souls and righteous Jesus! Says Bishop Hall, <if 
Jesus had not said, “ Blessed are those who hunger,” I know not 
what could keep weak christians from despair. Many times, all I 
“can do is to find and complain I want Jesus; I wish to enjoy him. 
Now this is my stay, he in mercy esteems us, not by having, but de- 
siring also. There never was a soul miscarried with longing after 
grace. O blessed hunger that always ends in fulness ! Tam sorry I 
can but hunger, yet would not be full 5 for the blessing is promised 
to the hungry.’ As verily as the righteous man, J esus, wrought out 
righteousness for sinful map, all thirsty souls who come to him shall 
“be filled with righteousness: For he “ fills the hungry with good 
“things,” while “he sendst he rich (the self-righteous) empty away,”’ 
Luke i. 53. Ponts 
Our new-born souls do ever crave Lord, fill our hungry, thirsty souls, 
For righteousness we’ ve lost ; With satisfying food ; 
That se in Jesus may be found, Blest in thy merits may we be, 
And by him be made just. And‘pardop’d by thy blood. 


a¢%.* 


980. SEPTEMBER 24, 


There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus.—Rom. yiii. 1. ? 


Mr. Burxitrt observes, ‘ this chapter is a summary of evangel- 
ical duty, and a magazine of christian comfort: it begins with no con- 
demnation to believers, and ends with no separation from the love of 
God.’ It is natural to conceive, if we had never sinned there would 
be no condemnation against us : but, that now we are sinners, and nat- 
urally under the condemning sentence of God’s-holy law ; that yet 
there is now no condemnation to us; this our carnal reason cannot 
conceive, and therefore opposes it. But it is God’s truth and. the joy 
of faith. This unfolds the great mystery; that we are one with Christ: 
viewed, beloved, and ehosen in him. This gloriously displays . the 
attributes of Jehovah’s justice and holiness ; while a full and ample 
discharge from all condemnation is obtained from his righteous law, 
to all Christ’s members. Therefore, that blessed name Jesus is 
above every name tous. In this, and every other matter of salyation, 
to him every believer’s knee will bow, and his heart confess, Christ 
is all in all. Rich privilege to be in Christ Jesus ! Unspeakable-hap- ~ 
pinéss to be freed from all condemnation! Blessed effects of coven- 
ant-union with Christ ! Joyful experience of the grace of faith in him! 
To have such a knowledge, and pass such a judgment upon thy soul, 
O christian, is just and right. It is thy duty and biprivileges at all 
times. Practice it. 

As to Jesus, how readest thou? “ The Lord hath laid upen him 
the iniquity of us all,” Isa. lili. 6. “ Christ bore our sins in his own 


“body on the tree,” 1 Pet. ii. 24. “Christ suffered, the just for the 
Anjust,” 1 Pet. iii, 18. “ We have redemption through his blood, 


the forgiveness of sins. He was made sin for us, who knew no sin.” 
Can we read all this without singing a triumphant challenge, “Who 


~ then shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? God that justi- 


fieth? No: Who is he that’condemneth? Christ. that died,: yea, 
rather that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us?” Rom. viii. 33,34. Here is the 
glorious triumph of faith. Thou art “carnal, sold under sin,” Rom, 

vii. 14. In thy flesh dwelleth no good thing ; though thou hast no 
reason for confidence in the flesh, yet always abundant cause to rejoice. 
in Christ Jesus: for in him thou art perfectly righteous; in him for 
ever fr eed from all condemnation. Oo believer, thou art called ever 
to rejoice in this liberty, and to ev idence i it by ean ee © net ee the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.” $ 


Str oe mystery of wond’rousgrace! —- Q,_may tbe precious faith of this, 
Pm full of sin, yet not econdemi’d! Daily enliven all my pow’rs, ; 
| stand i in J esti’s TR ipOtanE ES: "| "Torun the road to heav’ ‘nly bliss, : 
“By, him fro ev'ry sin redeern' as: In Christ rejoicing all my hours... M. 
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SEPTEMBER 23. 281 


f will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not de- 
. part from me.—Ser. xxxii. 40. 


»  Twiniand they sary. Such is God’s gracious way of saving 
his people: while proud legal hearts and self-righteous spirits, puft 
up with notions of free-will, are ever contending for terms and con- 
ditions to be performed by dead sinners in order to be saved; or by 
creatures, insufficient of themselves to think a good thought, to secure 
and make effectual salvation to their own souls. But this fear of God 
is a blessing of the covenant of grace. Naturally the fear of God is 
not in our hearts. It is one black mark of an unregenerate person, 
“he has no fear of God before his eyes.” How awful! how deplo- 
rable is this! Yet, naturally we fear not the power of the Lord, nor 
dread his wrath: nor are we at all sensible of our danger. What 
wonder of love! What matter of thankfulness, that the Lord hath 
put his fear in thy heart, O christian! The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom. It is perfectly consistent with the strongest 
faith, the most inflamed love, and the highest spiritual joy. Though 
by faith in Jesus we are delivered from a servile, slavish fear of God, 
which fills us with legal terrors; yet we are possessed ofa filial, loving 
fear towards him, as toa tender and affectionate father. 

This fear shall dwell in the hearts of saints all their days. This 
fear keeps souls from sinning against the God of love. ‘The blessed 
‘effect of it is, “ that they shall NrvER depart from me,” saith the 
Lord. Thy soul, believer, being rooted and grounded in the truth 
as it is in Jesus, by the holy Spirit, expecting life and salvation, 
through faith in him, shall never defart from this good old way 
of the Lord, into bye-paths of human errors and destructive ways of 
total apostacy and final pnbelief. The Lord’s fear shall preserve 
thee in thy Lord’s truth. © Though ‘thine enémies, the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, should surprise thee into sin against thy Lord ; 
should draw thee from sweet communion with him; yet shalt thou 
fear to “lie down in thy shame, while confusion covers thee.” Thou 
shalt remember, Jesus ever lives to save to the uttermost al! sin- 
ners who come unto God by him. Thou shalt fear.to seek to any 
other object but him ; so shalt thou return by faith and repentance ; 
to hint. “ Happy is the man that feareth always,”” Prov. XXvidi. 14, 

. Freee eee ‘ re ‘ 


oe a Ps 
ke : 
- Galvationisfor ever nigh, = ~——— Chrrist’s righteousness is gone before, ’ 
‘The souls that fear and trustthe Lord; To give us free access to G ad : ® 
And grace descending from on high, “Our wand’ring feet shall stray no more, 


- Fresh hopes of glory shall afford. "But mark his steps and keep the road. 


, 282 SEPTEMBER 26, 
Lor we which have believed, do enter into rest.--Heb. iy. 3 


Wuen Christ is known and believed on in the heart, ease and 
rest are enjoyed in the conscience. , Therefore Jesus is esteemed a 
precious Saviour. The operations of the Spirit prove that he is the 
comforter, by thus leading us to Christ. Hence faith and experi- 
ence go hand and hand. ‘There remaineth for the people of God a 
rest, perfect and uninterrupted in glory. We have the earnest of 
the inheritance of it on earth: by faith we enter into it: and while 
we abide in Jesus we enjoy rest. Who is able to conceive? Who 
can describe the tumult. of conscience, the distress of soul, under a 
feeling sense of sin and fear of wrath? None can, but the heart which 
knows its own bitterness. Who can express the sweet peace, the 
calm repose of that soul who finds rest in Jesus? Itis a joy which 
a stranger intermeddles not with. 
It was God's command under the’ law, “ When a man hath kek 
a new wife, he shall not go out to war for one year,” Deut. xxiv. 5. 
This is sometimes the case with the children of faith. When they 
are first married to the Lamb, and have just entered into his rest, 
the sound of war is not heard in their camp fora season. Jesus keeps 
their souls in undisturbed repose: no enemy is suffered to annoy 
them. The joyful sound of the jubilee-trumpet proclaims in their 
beart full freedom and sweet liberty from the guilt of sin, ‘the bon- 
dage of the law, and the tyranny of satan. Hence they are apt to 
conclude their enemies are’ all dead, and they shall see warno more ; “4 
but it is not so; our enemies live and are mighty. BlessJesus for 
rest; fear not thine’enemies; know thou must continue in. the 
militant state whilst in the esis ; but here is the mystery of faith, 
to triumph in the victory of Jesus. Whilst all are in arms against 
the soul, though troubled, distressed, perplexed, on every side ; 
fightings without, fears within: although there is no rest from any 
other quarter, yet itis the sweet privilege of disciples to rest in 
Jesus. Saith Paul to his dear children, “ You, ‘who are troubled, 
rest with us,” 2 Thess. i. 7. Abide in Jesus; rest satisfied: shoptly 
your Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, to destroy all your ene- 
mies, and to make you forever happy in his rest in glory. Disciple, 
indulge not a murmuring thought against thy sovereign; ; expect no 
rest any where butin him. If the world smiles, it is pleasing to the 
fiesh, but it often proves a snaré to the soul; therefore: saith thy 
ever-loving Jesus, “In the world you shall have tribulation ;” that 
ishis legacy. Here is thy rich, thy never-failing portion, “ In ME 
“you shall have peace,” John xvi. 33.0 


SEPTEMBER 27. . 283 

Thus saith the Lord God, Behold I lay in Zion for afoun- 
-. dation, a@ stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a 
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

' —-Isa, xxviil, 16. 
A pay is coming when every man’s work shall be tried. The 
foundation of the Lord stands sure ; but every other foundation shall 


be destroyed. He who is built on Jesus, and derives all his hopes of 
life and salvation from him, is safe in time, and secure to all eternity. 


Before men begin to build, they draw a plan ; and every wise builder | 


looks carefully to the foundation; for on this depends the safety of the 
super-structure. 4 cate 
. The plan of salvation was drawn in the eternal council. It is 
founded in the love of the Father; effected .by the obedience and 
sufferings of the Son, Jesus. Hence what was contrived in infinite 
wisdom above, is laid as.asute foundation in the church below, by 
the love and power of the Spirit, the comforter. It is his peculiar 
office to lay this foundation in Zion, and manifest and make known 
to'the prophets and apostles, teachers and saints, that Jesus is the 
‘enly foundation. Avs a'stone, for strength ; a tried stone, approved 
of by the Father, and by his children in all ages, a precious corner- 
stone: the ornament and beauty, as well as strength and security 
of the whole church. Precious is Jesus in all his offices to them that 
believe ; a sure foundation, sure to all the seed ; certain to all the 
purposes of their salvation. | And as the Lord the Spirit lays this 
foundation: in the church, in the truth’ of, doctrine, so also in the 
faith and experience of redeemed souls. a 

\ ‘What the word speaks of Jesus, that we prove and. find him to be. 
This is our mercy. “ He that believeth shall not make haste,” 
Such is the serenity and composure of mind, that he shall not be 
frightened in times of distress and calamity, to quit his confidence 
Gn Jesus—he shall not be ashamed of his hope m the Lord, Being 
avell satisfied that Jesus reigns, that the goverment of his church 
is upon his shoulders, and the residue of the Spirit is with him, he 
will patiently wait, and quietly hope for the fulfilment of every 
promise. Sin and satan shall not overcome the believer in life; in 
the awful article of death, he shall not be confounded, because his 
heart standeth fast, believing in the Lord. and when Jesus his friend 
‘appears, he shall stand forth with boldness, and shall’ find an abun- 
dant entrance into the presence of God and the Lamb, to live, and 
love, and reign in glory for ever and ever. © 


O, for astrong and lasting faith, To build upon God’s only Son, 
To eredit what th’ Almighty saith, And call his righteousness my own. 


. 


284 . SEPTEMBER 28. 

But the Com .forter who is the Holy Ghost, whom the Fath- 

er will sendin my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you.—John. xiv. 26. 


Our blessed Lord here gives us. the clearest discovery of the 
eyer-glorious threé persons, in covenant, for the salvation of lost 
sinners. In this knowledge lies all our hope : from this belief springs 
all our comfort. In the love of this, our heaven is begun upon earth; 
for the knowledge, belief, and love of this truth in our hearts, we are 
wholly indebted to the comforter. He teaches all things. Not by 
any new lights or fresh revelations ; but he graciously instructs our 
minds and comforts our hearts by the same light of truth and love 

- which beamed forth in the first promise, and which shone brighter 
and brighter in prophecies, types and shadows of the covenant, umiil 
the substance, Jesus, was come. Then the canon of revealed truth 
was completed by the apostles, under the teaching of. the Holy 
Spirit; the substance of which is, the things which Jesus spake, did, 
and suffered on our account, as our substitute, and for our. salvation. 
. Itis the peculiar office of the Spirit to glorify Jesus,. and to sanc- 
tify our souls. . This he doth by the word. of truth ; teaching our 
minds the Father’s electing love, as centering in Jesus, and directing 
our eyes to him, as made of God to us, wisdom, righteousness, sanc- 
tification, and-redemption.. Let no man deceive us with expectations 
of any new revelation from heaven, of. new truths tocomfort us: but 
ever hear Paul, « Though we or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accurs- 
ed,” Gal. i. 8. Let us prize and ‘study God’s word ; in. and, by 
that the Spirit teacheth and -comforteth our, minds ;.in everlasting: 
Jove and the most ancient truth he establisheth us; we are poor sin- 
ners from day to day : we feel many things in and around us to de- 
ject and distress us... When we remember what sin hath done to us 
brought upon us, and exposeth: us to, our hearts are in fears and 
doubts what will become of us., O then the comforter brings to our 
minds and consciences the transcendantly rich love:of Jesus ; what he 
undertook, spoke, and did in life, suffered in death, and still lives to 

‘Plead in our behalf before the throne. ..O the heart-felt joy of this! 
So he relieves our minds and refreshes our spirits, through, hae cea 
of Jesus, in the knowledge of the truth ; so he teaches us seif-despair, 
animates us with courage to goon in the. path of holiness, and forti- 
fies our minds to withstand all that.is against.us. “ Grieve not. he 
holy Spirit of God, whereby ye. are sealed unto the day of redemp- 
tion,” Ephes. iv. 30, ; ) 


be x hoes | : r " ‘oa 


SEPTEMBER 29. 285 
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 
live after the flesh._-Rom. vii. 12. . 


_ Cwristranity teaches us to owe no man any thing. He isa 
prudent man who keeps his accounts clear and knows to whom he is 
indebted ; he is a grateful man who acknowledges favors with just 
sentiments. If this is necessary and commendable in the ceconomy 
of this short life, how much more so in things of a spiritual and 
eternal nature ! How wise, how just is it to render to all their dues! 
If we are debtors to the flesh, let us serve that ; but if debtors to the 
Lord, it is then our duty and privilege to serve him. What owest 
thou, O christian, to the Hesh? Verily, neither suit nor service < 
but alas! thou hast obeyed its sinful motions, gratified the corrupt 
lusts thereof, and what hast thou reaped for it but shame and sorrow? 
These are the only fruits that sin and folly bear. The flesh with its 
corruptions and lusts is at enmity to thy God, and at war against thy 
soul. ‘Willingly to give place to such an enemy to fulfil the lusts and 
live after the sinful desires of the flesh, will most assuredly weaken 
thy confidence in Jesus and bring death upon thy peace and comfort 5 
yea, ‘if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die.” ~The Lord strengthen 
us daily to deny its demands, and to mortify its lusts | for we are not 
debtors to the flesh, but to the Spirit ; debtors, in an immense sum 
of love and gratitude a time can never discharge it. “With inexpres- 
sible joy and delight we shall ever be paying, but never discharge 
this deot through a never-ending ete rnity. . 
- ‘The gospel of the grace of God is no licentious doctrine ; it sets 
at liberty it is true’; bnt it is from the most galling yoke and most ser- 
vile drudgery to sin and lusts ; but yet it binds the soul in the sweet- 
ést bonds of grateful sérvice and loving obedience to Jesus, the best 
of masters. What owest thou to the Spirit, O christian? Write 
upon thy heart, even all my present peace, all my future hopes ; for 
he it is who convinced thee of sin, revealed to thee the love of God in 
Christ, gave thee power to believe on Jesus, grace to repent. He 
fills thee with joy and peace in believing’; he bears witness with thy 
spirit, and assures of thine adoption to be a child of God; and it is 
through his influence only, thou art able to mortify the deeds of the 
flesh, to love thy God and Saviour and live to his glory ; and canst 
thou deliberately grieve the Spirit, this blessed inhabitant, this living 
comforter, by yielding service to thy inbred enemy? O, with what 
fire of indignation against lust ! ‘with what warmth of affection to his 
God doth Joseph cry out, under the solicitations of a_strong tempta- 
tion, How can I do this great wickedness? and what ?—sin against the 
best of masters? against my owa soul? no; but against my most kind, 
most loving, and eternal friend, the Lord my God !—Gen. xxxix. 9. 
Vox. I. . Mm ; 


\ 


286 SEPTEMBER 30. 


As sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 


our Lord.—Rom. v. 21. 


Sry, like some mighty conqueror, hath obtained a victory and 
reigns over the whole human race. All men are naturally under, and. 
well pleased with its reign and government; but sovoreign, almighty 
grace dethrones this usurping monarch in the hearts of the elect; 
triumphs over its spoils and conquests, delivers their captive souls 
from its dominion, and reverseth the sentence of death they were un- 
der: and all this effected in a just and righteous way. For though 
salvation is all of grace to poor sinners, yet eternal life is a just debt 
due to the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ : he hath a right 
to challenge it from the hands of justice ; and he doth so by promise, 
“ Father, I w2d/ that they whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am,” John xvii. 24: ; aay 

_ To think of doing something to procure the favor of God and en- 
title ourselves to eternal life; this we are prompted to from the 
pride of our natures and unbelief of our hearts. But such notions 
ever oppose the gospel of grace, resist the Spirit of truth, degrade 
the glory of Jesus, depreciate the perfection of his finished work, 
and make the God of trutha liar. But thou, O believer, art.not sa- 
ved without a perfect righteousness, in perfect obedience to the law 
of God ; and through faith in Jesus thou hast a just challenge, and 
humble claim, founded upon his righteousness, to eternal life! O the 
rich triumphs of abounding love! how glorious is the victory of 
sovereign grace ! Soul, thou must sink into nothing at its discovery, 
yet rise into a glorious subject, from the knowledge and experience of 
it. Grace reigns over all the aboundings of sin ; here is our hope, 
through the righteousness of Christ, over all unrighteousness ; here 
is our justification in God’s sight unto eternal life ; hereis our tri- 
umph over the wages of sin and death. O sinner ! destitute. of right- 
eousness in thyself, grace demands the daily study and those of thy 
heart; grace demands the whole devotion of thy life. .Give all the. 
glory where only it is justly due ; to the F ather, for everlasting love ; 
to the Son for everlasting righteousness ; and to the Spirit, for ever- 
lasting consolation and good hope through grace. The more thou 
art enabled to live upon the divine truth and faithfulness of the cove-. 
nant, as revealed in the word, and shining with full lustre in the per-. 
son of Jesus, theu wilt become dead to every hope but him ; out of 
conceit with all righteousness but his, and. thou wilt be singing in tri- 
nmph with the church, « I will greatly rejoice in the Lord ; my soul 
shail be joyful in my God ; for he hath clothed me with the garments. 
: ekrer he hath covered me with the robe of righteougness,” 
Sa. Ixi. 10, oT 


OCTOBER 1. > 287 


Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.-— 
1 .Petiey, 7%. 


WE are now called to confess Jesusin a day of mildness ; the 
fury and rage of persecution is restrained ; bonds and imprisonments 
do not await us; yet we must not think to be exempt from trials and 
difficulties of various kinds. The adversary is not dead ; nature’s 
lusts and corruptions are alive, and daily fight against us. The love 
of Jesus is ever accompanied with the world’s hatred. Disciples of 
Jesus are not mere stoics ; they feel the exercise of these things 
more or less. Sometimes it may be their lot, like the disciples to be 
in the midst of a sea of troubles : tossed with the wave of difficulties, 
the wind of providence seems contrary to them: and to the eye of ha- 
ture and sense, Jesus seems asleep to their sorrows; as though he 
intermits in his kind love to them, and tender care over them. Here 

is the trial of faith ; but this grace never consults nature and appear- 
ances ; it looks through all, to the everlasting love and almighty pow- 
er of Jesus, knowing he can save from the uttermost depth of distress, 
to the uttermost height of comfort... i a eee Recoil 
So triumphs the church under all her tribulations; “I will look 
unto the Lord: I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God 
will hearme. © Rejoice not against me,O mine enemy: when 1 fall, 
I shall arise ; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto 
me,” Micah vii. 7, 8. Sweet confession of faith under very dis- 
couraging: views. - But while the Lord cares for us, what can harm 
us? and while we cast our every care on him, we obey his will, hon- 
or his word, and gather from that heavenly plant the blessed fruit of 
heart-ease. How composed did the three children of faith stand be- 
fore the wrathful monarch ! How easy their minds under the dread- 
ful threatening of a fiery furnace! How calm their reply | “ O king 
we are not careful to answer thee in this matter |’? the Lord careth 
for us; we cast all our care upon him. Ever judge of Jesus’ care 
for sinners by his love to them. Ever remember while we were ens 
emies, his blood atoned for our sins. Can we believe his love to us, 
and doubt ofhis care for us? O how unreasonable is unbelief! But 
if we had no corruption to conflict with, no troubles to exercise “us, 
no burdens to bow us down, no cares to beset us, no fears to attend 
us, great part of God’s word would be useless. As we are not td 
expect total freedom from these things, the exhortations of the word 
are suited to our state, and direct toa loving friend, whom we are t¢ 
believe and honor by obeying his kind invitations : under every dise 
tress Jesus saith, “ Come unto me,” Matt, xi. 28. 


"cleave to Jesus’; they love to hear of his precious name and. 


288 - OCTOBER 2. 


At that day ye shall know that I am in. my ees and ye 
in me, and I in you-—John xiv. 20. 


“ To every thing there is a season, and a time for every purpose 
under the heaven.’ ‘ God hath made every thing beautiful in his 
time.”—Eccles. iii. 1, 11. Th the beginning of time God created 
all things by Jesus Christ. In the fulness of time the Son of God 
was made flesh, dwelt among us for a time, and at the end of .it 
finished salvation for Jost sinners... The man Jesus ever lives in 
glory, and therefore his members must be made spiritually alive 
upon earth; to him they must all be gathered.. There is a day of 
grace appointed them: a time, a set time to favor them—Psalm 
cx. 3. A day of power, .wherein they are made willing to come to 
Jesus, and choose him for. their only Saviour, and. trust in him as 
their only hope and their all. © Various are the spiritual statutes of 
God’s children: Different are. their degrees, of light, faith, know- 
ledge, and love.. As in the creation of nature, incon haa meat 
light was producéd, perhaps small’ ind glimmering ; 
luminary the sun, was not until the“fourth day: ef re ari 

creation of souls. Our Lord’s first disciples had light enough t to sce 
him as. the true Messiah, to come to hin, ar and follow him ; yet i itis. 
» nie to. ead: ala ares en tess shir camara about _ 









it is just the same now. panes: are bite sincere | digkinieesbabeceyeey: 

- weak in faith ; know very little of this great: mystery; that Christ . 
and his Father are one, that Christ is in the Father, that they are in 
. Christ and that Christ is in them. Hence they are often sadly. per- 
_ plexed and harrassed in their minds with. Anlst ody | 





salvation ; their hearts can be satisfied with nothing else. . Hence itis 

plain the igh hath shined, and the glory of the Lordis risen-upon 
them: but they must follow-on to know. the Lord. — _There,shall bea , 
day of Pentecost, a day of meridian light, wherein ‘they shall, know’ 
-eyen as they. are known—assuredly know that there is a amntual 
in-dwelling of « Christ i inthem, and they in Christ, and the § Spirit 4 
will bear witness to their spirits, that they are the children of God, Be x 
‘Rom. viii. 16. Most sweetly says Mr. Rutherford, ‘Tam sure . my B 
_ well beloved i is God. And when I say Christ is God, and maysGhr 
-is God, Ishave said all things, 3 I can say no more. J would Icould. 
‘build as much | ‘on this, my Christ is God, as it w dedlieash suk cates 
sa all the Bios on it. is. I Ww c nothing to. fo with a3 absolute 
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And the work of righteousness shall be peace ; and the effect 
of righteousness, quietness, and assurance for ever.-—. 
Isa, xxxii. 17, 


Tue light of this day assures us the sun is risen upon the earth, 
That is nota more evident truth in nature, than. this is. in reason ; 
that righteousness, once lost, can never be regained by all that sin- 
‘ful man can do. Consequently no peace can subsist between a holy, 
righteous God, and guilty, unrighteous man. “There is no. peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked.” But who are the wicked? Even all 
those who through unbelief reject the truth as it isin Jesus. It is 
the essence of wickedness to oppose a righteous God, to reject the 
righteousness of Jesus, and to g¢oabout to establish one’s own inherent 
. righteousness, so as not to submit to the righteousness of God Jesus. 
. Hence the conscience is defiled with guilt, the heart impure, and 
‘the life is unholy. Yet pride blinds men’s eyes, and self-righteous- 
~ ness deludes their hearts witha false peace. For as there is but one 
atonement by which guilty sinners are pardoned, so there is but onn 
““vighteousness, even the perfect righteousness of Jesus, by which 
alone unrighteous sinners are made righteous in the sight of God: 
' he accepts no other; his law is honored by no other; the scriptures 
~yeveal no other; faith receives no other; the Spirit bears witness to 
no other; sinners have no other in which they can stand before God, 
"enjoy peace with God. But possessing the righteousness of Jesus 
- by faith, their minds enjoy a peace which passeth allunderstanding. 
“There are many things froma sinful. nature, satan, and the law, 
which tend to disquiet their minds daily. But this is the blessed 
"effect of Jesus’ righteousness ; it brings quietness to the conscience. 
This comforting thought, Tam righteous: my Father hath put on 
- me the best robe, which Jesus my elder brother wrought out forme, 
- This quiets my mind; Iam easy and satisfied ; I can seek no better 
righteousness ; I dare trust in no other. And this righteousness 
is presented with the clearest evidence, the strongest confidence, the 
fullest assurance. The triumphs of Jesus’ resurrection proclaim its 
acceptance with God. The Spirit testifies of it im the word) and 
gives assurance of salvation by it in the’ heart of the faithful. Hence 
the holy boldness and happy rejoicing of faith before a righteous 
~ God. David’s address to Jesus is “My mouth shall shew forth thy — 
fighteousness, and thy salvation all the day. I will make mention of 
thy righteousness, even of thine only,” Psalm Ixxi: 15; 16. As 
there is but one faith, so saints in all ages had but one object to took 
to for righteousness, even Jesus. ‘Therefore holy Paul prays, “ thot 
I may be found in him, not having mine own righteousness,” Phil, 
iil, 9. 
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All thing's are lawful unto me, but all things are not expe- 
dient ——1 Cor. vi, 12. ¥ 


THE constraints of love and jealousy of fear sweetly. unite in the 
believing heart. Where the faith of Jesus prevails, love constrains, 
It holds and keeps us in our station and duty, as soldiers are kept 
together aeer a banner or ensign displayed. What cheerfulness 
and activity of soul do we experience, when we can say with the 
ehurch in the Canticles, (ii. 4.) “ Jesus’ banner over me was love !” 
Then how sweetly do we judge and determine our conduct by the law 
of Christ, which is Love! This excites a godly fear lest we should 
allow ourselves a latitude in things in themselves indifferent, to the 
wounding and hurt of our souls or our fellow-soldiers.. Though all 
things of an indifferent nature, which are innocent in themselves, 
are lawful to us: yet the catise and interest of our dear Saviour, and 
the good and edifying of his beloved members, should be ever near 
our hearts, and make us consider the expediency of them. + 

How narrow is the path of duty! yet it is pleasant to the faithful | 
soul. For Jesus hath strewed it with the fragrant fruits of peace, 
love, and comfort. Peace from God, and with our brethren; love 
to God and one another. While we walk according to this rule, we 
‘bring glory to God who hath called us by Jesus Christ to glory, and 
will also assuredly glorify us together with himself. What circum- 
spection becomes disciples in their daily walk, that they give none 
offence, neither to the Jew nor: to the Gentile, nor to the church 
of God! The eyes, not only of God, angels, and devils, are upon 
us, but the eyes of men also, our brethren, and our opposers. Did 
the Rechabites wholy abstain from wine, because Jonadab com- 
manded “Ye shall drink no wine ;** Did the Lord honor their obedi- 
ence in this indifferent thing with his approbation? Jer. xxxv. 
How much more will Jesus honor his disciples, who, with an eye 
to his glory, and his members’ good, abstain from things that are 
not expedient! Thou free-man of the Lord, witha holy resolution 
asert the dignity. Iwill not be brought under the ‘power of any 
thing contrary to the love of Jesus. Happy is he who sceketh not to. 
please himself, but to profit others. How then can those answer to 
the Lord Christ, to their own souls, and to their brethren, who can 
indulge themselves at card-tables, play-houses, &c. and say, “ These 
are indifferent things ; I see no harm inthem!” Is this « following 
after the things which make for peace, and wherewith one may edify 
another?” Rom. xiv. 10. © Happy is he that condemeth not him- 
self in that thing which he alloweth,” ver. 22. ee ee 
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OCTOBER 5. 291 
What dost thou here, Elijah ?—\- Kings xix. 13. 


Tue prophets as well as the children of the Lord, are sometimes 
found where they ought not to be. Elijah had not taken up his 
residence in a cave in the wilderness. What work could he do for 
his master here? What glory could he bring to his name in a barren 
mountain? Here were no lambs of God’s flock to be gathered, no 
sheep of Christ’s pasture to be fed, no torn sheep to be healed and 
nourished by his word and doctrine. It seems as though he thought 
all his work was at an end, his zeal quite worn out ; and ina fit of 
fear, unbelief, and despondency, he retreated from public opposition 
to the dreary mansions of a mountainous cave for rest and quiet. But 
the Lord followed ,him, caused him to hear his voice, calls him to 
new work, endues him with fresh strength, and animates him with 
the, pleasing assurance that he had seven thousand faithful servants 
yet in Israel. But poor Elijah thought he was left alone. 

See the effect of judging according to appearances. Carnal reason 
is a bad judge in spiritual things. The wisdom of the flesh, ever 
determines contrary to the wisdom of God. _ Beware of your frames 
© disciples. If on the mount, in the sunshine of comfort, be not 
vain and confident, with “I shall, neyer fall.” If in the gloomy 
valley, where light and joy are obscured, be not cast down and de- 
jected. “The Lord, reigneth: rejoice in him.” _ Though clouds 
and darkness are round thy God and Saviour, yet “ righteousness 
and judgment are the habitation of his throne,” Psalm xcvii. Above. 
all, beware of thy conduct. Fly not to places of sinful vanities, and 
vain gratifications. These can never profit thy soul.. Nay, if dark 
and uncomfortable, what canst thou expgct but to be darker and 
more uncomfortable still?.This isa farther remove from the Sa- 
viour’s love and presence. What canst thou expect, but this cutt- 
ing reproof, this keen interrogation, “thou man of God, what, dost 
thou HERE?” If Elijah was reproved, for in a barren wilderness, | 
how canst thou answer it to God thy loving Saviour, for being 
- found on worse than barren ground ; where the alluring baits of sin; 
the poisonous weeds of satan grow in abundance, to beguile and des- 
troy unstable souls. O soul, hear the call of thy beloved Lord! 
“‘ Depart ye, depart ye, this is not your rest. » Know your glorious 
privilege. “Ye are the temples of the living God. God dwells in 
you, and walke in you.” Listen to his voice, speaking to your noni). 
«“ Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and I will receive you: and I will be a Father unto you, 
(ye shall enjoy the sweet knowledge of it,) and ye shall be my sons 
and err $s, saith the Lord Almighty,” 2 Cor. vi. 17, 12. 
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Let ius lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us.—Heb. xii, 1. 


Curistran thou art called to run a race: the eyes of innume- 
aable spectators are upon thee; the powers of many enemies are 
against thee ; but fear not. In the strength of Jesus, through the 
power of faith, thou shalt obtain the prize :-even the salvation of thy 
soul. Itis thy wisdom to know thy foes and to guard against them : 
to know thine own vileness and weakness, and te look to thy friend 
for power. Thou hasta heavy burden which hinders thy running. 
with alacrity and delight ; this, in the exercise of faith, thou must lay 
aside; therefore “put off the old man with his deeds.” This 
through the Spirit is to be thy daily work. Evéry sin is a weight : 
as such is to be laid aside. “The body of sin”? isa sore burden, 
therefore to be put off: but thou hast a besetting sin’ thine own 
conscience best knows its name and nature : this thou art called to 
Jay aside. In the nature of all men there is oné sin, a master ‘sin, 
the source and spring of every other sin, which even believers are 
not exempt from; but itis ready at all times easily to beset them. 
It is that monster of iniquity, wndelief. “Faith isthe substance of 
things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen,” Heb. xi. 1. 
Here we see what glory is given to God, and ‘what wonders were 
wrought by faith in that chapter. It is the nature of unbelief to deny — 
the substance of what i is hoped for, and to oppose the evidence of 
invisible realities. It tends to make faint hearts, weak knees, and 
feeble hands: it stops us in cur race: it puts us to stand; and we 
should give up all and give over all, unless Jesus prays for us, and 
we are endued with power from onhigh. But glory to our Jesus he 
does pray for us, therefore, our faith fails ° not ; we are strengthened 
by the Spirit’s might in the inner man to hold on. Yet shame on 
thee, oO soul, instead of laying aside this sin, how often dost thou 
treat i> a bosom friend! How frequently consult it as’ a’ sweet » 
counsellor ! especially when its arguments are backed by its con- 
stant companion, carnal reason. But being’asstired the matter of 
thy faith is the word of truth, the author and finisher of thy faith Je- 
SUS, thou. art not called to answer every cavil from ¢arnal reason, nor 
to silence unbelief by explaining the’ inysteries of grace and salvation ; 
but to lay i it aside ; ; putit off as David did Saul’s armour ; put it 
away as men do childish things ; ; cast it out as Abraham did the bond- 
woman and her son—and so run the race that is ‘set before thee, 
every step uF looking unto a. siden ses 


wel ee a ee 

By glimm’ring hopes and gloomy fears See the kind angels at the gates, 
We trace the sacred road; * Inviting us to come! 

Thro’ dismal deeps and daug’réus snares There Jesus the forerunner waits, 
We make our way to Ged, To welcome tray’lers-home. 


se OCTOBER 7. Nips 
That I may know him.—Phil. iii. 10. 


«“ Tyere are three things that are never satisfied, yea, four— 
the fire which saith not, it is enough,” Prov. xxx. 15,16. Sotrue 
is this of the fire of love when kindled in believing. hearts. It burns 
with insatiable desire towards Jesus. Amazing! Had Paul so long 
known, loved, and preached a crucified, risen Jesus, and yet now 
desires to know him? Yes. Such is the nature of faith, that like 
riches to a miser, the more they increase, the more the desires of his 
heart increase after them. His wants are greater than his posses- 
sions. So the living members of precious Jesus see such inexhaust- 
ible treasures in him their living head, and such numerous wants 
in themselves, that their hearts are ever crying after, locking to, and 
longing for more of his presence, blessings and comforts in know- 
ledge and experience. And, like a chaste virgin espoused to an af- 
fectionate lover, her desires will never be completely satisfied till she 
is brought into the nearest relation and closest embraces, when she 
takes up her abode, and enjoys the presence of the object of her love. 
Lovers of Jesus can never be satisfied with any other but him, nor 
will they be fully satisfied nor perfectly happy, till they are for ever 
present with their ever-loving Lord. 

But the knowledge of him, even now, creates a paradise of peace, 
a heaven of love and holiness in the soul. Hence there isa godly 
jealousy in espoused souls, lest other objects should steal upon their 
affections. If at any time their eyes have been turned from their 
Lord, there is a holy shame; they blush at their folly, and cry, O 
that I may know him who rests for ever alike ia his constant love to 
me a-poor sinner. In this consists the life and joy of the heart, to 
know that Jesus hath made peace for us by the blood of his cross; 
that he hath wrought outa robe of righteousness by the obedience of 
his life to adorn us; that he ever lives to pray for us. Yea daily, 
constantly to know him, as dwelling in my heart by faith, ever pre- 
sent with me to the joy of my mind, and to the peace of rigicon- 
science. And truly, beloved, if thou art not thus kept knowing 
Jesus, looking to Jesus, feeding upon him continually in thy heart by 
- faith, thou wilt know and feel other things, which will creep in and 
sadly distress thy mind. The voice of the law will be heard in thy 
conscience, backed by satan’s injections, and thou wilt find anguish of 
spirit and bitterness of soul. But by sweetly abiding in the know- 
ledge of Jesus, by faith, thou shalt manfully stand thy ground, and . 
courageously conquer and triumph. “So shall grace and peace be 
multiplied through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,— 
2 Pet. i. 2. ; : 

Vou. I, Na. 4 
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Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that a he 
alloweth. ~Rom. XIV. 22, 


THERE are many things of a civil, moral, ae religious nature, 
which are in themselves indifferent. aes as*to compliance or non- 
compliance with them, they are far from: being 1 matters of indiffer- 
ence to the mind of abeliever. As he-has an- ‘inward. consciousness 
of his outward behaviour, so he finds within himself a sentence of 
condemnation when he acts contrary to ‘the dictates of his own know- 
ledge and conscience. ‘It may be the disciple “of Jesus often finds 
some things of a doubtful nature, wherein he doth not see the word 
of God to be express and clear in determining. ‘The upright soul, 
the tender conscience knows not how to act; is afraid of doing wrong: 
he asks advice of ministers and christian brethren, but they can- 
not fully satisfy his scruples and set his mind, at bane, how he ought 
to demean himself. 

Here the apostles give a full and peremptory answer. The heart 
of every believer is purified from an evil. conscience by the blood of 
Jesus, and instructed in the knowledge of the truth by his word and 
Spirit. Hence there is an inward perception of what tends to wound 
and condemn it. Happy art thou, disciple, if thou dost not wilfully 
allow thyself in any thing for which thy conscience condemns thee. 

‘Never allow thyself in any outward practice, which is attended with 
inward condemnation. Is it of a trifling and indifferent nature in 
itself? pretend not to plead for it. Canst thou be content to make 
thy conscience thine enemy, to incur its censure, and to impair thy 
peace, for a trifle? Whatever thou takest in hand remember the 

, end, and thou shalt not do amiss. This advice is excellent; it is 
thy wisdom to follow it; it is thy privilege to plead for power ata 
throne of grace. Consider daily thy calling; it is to live-in sweet 
fellowship with Jesus, to enjoy peace in thy conscience, and holiness 
and ha ‘ae in life. '. Whatever is contrary to this, will make thee 
unhappy. As a son of the most high God, and a servant of the 
precious Jesus, thou art called not to please thy flesh, not to do thy 
own will, not to gratify thy own lusts, yea not to destroy thy own 
peace, but to glorify thy God and Saviour, in doing his will. It is 
most plain and evident from the apostles’ exhortations, that if be- 
levers’ walk and practice are not consistent with the truth they may 

“most certainly deprive themselves of the sweet sense and comfortable 
enjoyment of the peace and love of God. Consider deeply, weigh ; 
attentively the force and meaning of these words, “ keep yourselves 
in the love of God,” Jude xxi. .« Let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts,” Col. iti. 15. 


. 
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God hath from ‘the beginning chosen you to salvation, 

through sanctification of the Sake and belief of the 
truth.—2 Thess. ii. 18. : 


We live in a day when pride reigns, the creature is et 
Holy Ghost resisted, and truth is trampled under foot. The doc- 
trine of God’s distinguishing grace and electing love'in Christ Jesus, 
is now as it ever was, to men of corrupt minds, destitute of the truth, 
a bone of contention. They have railing accusations, great swell- 
ing words to utter against it; their ‘mouths are not stopped, because 
they see not themselves guilty before God, Rom. iii. 19. Saith 
Paul of such, “ They are under a strong delusion, they have plea- 
sure in unrighteousness, ” They are left to sport themselves with 
their own vain proud delusions. Then he adds, “ but we are 
bound to give thanks for Ged’s election of you brethren, beloved of 
the Lord.” True ministers of Jesus j join with blessed apostles, i mi 
giving praise to God the Father for his love to poor sinners in Christ 
Jesus. They know God’s love existed before time began. 

_ The doctrine of election is not a mere speculation, nor can it-tend 
to licentiousness ; but it is of the essence of vital godliness, and is 
attended with the most holy and blessed effects, where received into 
the heart in the love of it. For the same Lord who purposed to 
bring many sons to glory, hath also ordained the means, “ sancti 
fication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.” How could Paul 
know these professors were beloved and elected? Truly the effects 
proved the cause. They saw the fruits of electing love spring forth 
_ under the energy of the blessed spirit. They were brought to be- 
Jieve in, love and cleave to the sanctifying influence it had upon their 
hearts and lives. 

“Behold mine lous: in whom my soul delighteth,” said the Father 
of all consolations to his church, concerning Jesus, Isa. pd eM a 
He is the blessed object in whom we are chosen, who has finished 
our salvation, and to whom we are to look by faith. Yet, O believer, 
trace the streams of thy mercy to the fountain head; see thy obli- 
gations equally to. the. Father’s loye, the Son’s redemption, and. the 
Spirit’s operations. Thus all salvation is of God; thou hast nothing 
whereof to glory; all cause for deepest humility 5 the greatest reason 
for rejoicing day by day. What heights of love art thou called to! 
What inflamed affections should possess thy heart ! le Only let thy 
conversation be as becometh the gospel of Christ,’ Phil. i. 27. 


296 OCTOBER 10. 


Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling — 
Phil. ii, 12. | 
Tue salvation of lost sinnners, from first to last, is all of grace, 
not of works, Rom. xi. 16. It was planned in the covenant of 
prace ; by the grace of Jesusit is finished. The moment we believe 
on Jesus, salvation is ours; it is our own, salvation. Mind that. 
Why are we called to work it out? Consider, salvation implies deliy- 
erance from dangers and enemies. Are we not surrounded with 
these, without as well as within? The legality of our spirits, the 
pride of our natures, the lusts of the flesh, the carnal reasoning's 
of our minds, unbelief of the offspring of them, the rebellion of 
our wills, the self-righteousness of our hearts, the worldly mindedness 
of our desires, the carnality of our affections, the turbulency of our 
passions, &c. say, are not,these like a legion of enemies to our sal- 
vation? Is not satan, our grand adversary, ever working ‘by 
means of these enemies to bring us into dangers and distress, if by 
any means he may preyent our peaceably possessing, and eternally, 
enjoying salvation ? 
Judge them, O believer, is not deliverance from danger through 
these enemies needful? Is there not a necessity for thy working out 
thy deliverance from their ferce and fraud? Is there not need for 
faith to work by love, striving against sin, resisting satan, mortify- 
ing the flesh, perfecting holiness, fruitful in good works? The com- 
mands of thy God make the work of faith, the labour of love, and 
the patience of hope necessary.. The gospel requires, love con- 
strains to be much in prayer and meditation, searching the scrip- 
tures, and in all holy ordinances; and to encourage to this, ever 
remember, it is “ God who worketh in us both to will and to do.” 
« Be strong, for I am with you,” saith the Lord of hosts, Hag. ii. 4, 
Does all.thy happiness consist in the comfortable enjoyment of the 
full assurance of this salvation ? Then “ work it out with fear and 
trembling.” Fear to think of establishing thy works and duties as 
thine own righteousness, or to procure the favor of thy God. Trem. 
ble to entertain any hope of salvation, but by the atoning blood of 
Jesus, and the perfect righteousness of Jesus; any. way of access to 
God, but through his mediation. Fear and tremble, aboye all, after 
thou hast done all, to think I am ferfect. Know, thou art still 
“an unprofitable servant? Tremble to entertain the least notion 
that thy might, thy power, thy faithfulness, hath wrought any 
thing as terms and conditions to procure salvation. Fear ever to 
ascribe any glory to thyself. “© Whoso looketh into the perfect law 
of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 


but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed,’ 
James i. 25. 
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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in hea- 
ven.——Matt. v. 16. . 


Caw a lump of animated clay, a worm of the earth, a creature 
of a dey, glorify the infinitely great and eternally glorious Jehovah ? 
Yes: suchhonor, such exalted honor have all his saints. For his 
pleasure they were created at first ; for his glory they are born 
again of his Spirit. Jesus commands his members to it as their 
duty; the Spirit enables to it as their greatest privilege. “The 
Father accepts, and is well pleased with, and declares himself glori- 
_ fied by the practice of his children,” Psalm 1. 23. Did Samuel 
consent to Saul’s request, “ Honor me now, I pray thee, beiore the 
elders of my people ;” 1Sam. xv. 30. And canst thou, O son of 
the Most High, ever need‘a motive, or want an argument to glorify 
thy Father before men? Itis tobe the chief work of thy life. In 
this work, as Moses said to Pharaoh, so thy deliverer saith to thee, 
“ not an hoof is to be left behind.” With all that thou hast and art, 
thou art to glorify thy Lord. 

Thou hast but one thing only but what thou hast received from 
thy Lord; this is sin: by this thou dishonorest thy God; by every 
thing contrary to this, God is glorified. Happy souls, who study 
God’s word as the rule of their conduct, consider the enjoyment of 
God in Christ as their greatest felicity; and direct all their views to 
his glory. Thus the light of Jesus, when it shines into the heart, 
beams forth its evidence and glory in the outward iife and conversa- 
tion. When the light of truth is accompanied by the warmth of love 
and obedience of faith, men will see that we have been with Jesus ; 
that we not only have light in our heads, but love and zeal for God’s 
glory inour hearts. The former may acquire honor to ourselves of 
being good rarxers for God, but the latter only can prove that we 
are upright waLKers, as his obedient children; that we are his 
“peculiar people, by being zealous of good works.”—That we are 
really concerned for his glory, that we have itat heart, that we love, 
not only in word, but also in deed and intruth. Itis the genuine 
language of a converted soul, with Paul, “ Lord what wouldst thou 
have me to do? It is the burden of a faithful, loving heart, that it 
doth so little for the glory of God, and ever longs to glorify him more. 
While the light of truth is our glory, and the love of truth is our 
happiness, we shall study to “adorn the Coa fare of God our Saviour 
in all things,” Titus ii. 10. . 


298 OCTOBER 12. 
\ , * P 
Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.—Eph. iv. 30..° 
How affectionate and condescending is this address of the great 

God and our Saviour Jesus Christ to his children! Paul writes to 
Philemon, “ Though I might be bold to enjoin thee that which is 
convenient; yet, for love’s sake, I rather beseech thee.” So with 
infinitely higher authority, the Lord might command with terror, 
_ instead of beseech with Jove. Astonishing expression! Grieve not 
the holy Spirit of God. Hast thou? Canst thou, O believer, be 
guilty in this matter? It is easy te conceive that we may grieve our 
own spirits, and the spirits of good men by our sin and folly : but to 
think of grieving the Spirit of God, is enough to make us cry out in 
amazement, What mystery of love is this ? 0 

But verily, so dear are God’s children to him, that as in Jove to 
our souls he took on him eur nature, so in condescension. to our 
weak capacities, he borrows language from nature, and assumés to 
himself passions like unto ourselves: for he. was in all things like 
unto us, but without sin. So it is said, God delights in the pros- 
perity of his people, he rejoiceth over them todo them good. But 
when, through their sin and folly, they hurt their own souls, Jesus 
is touched with a feeling of our infirmities ; his Spirit is grieved at 
our conduct. ; ee Sh cisdy 

Who can tell in how many ways christians do this? Inwardly by 
giving way to unbelief; by low unworthy thoughts of Jesus, his 
blood, righteousness and salvation; his mediation and intercession, 
of whom the Spirit is the glorifier; so also by indulging vain, carnal, 
sinful thoughts: outwardly, by neglecting the gospel ef grace, not 
walking closely with Jesus by faith, not conforming to his will in our 
fives and conversations : and experience woefully convinceth, that 
when the holy Spirit is grieved, the poor soul is distressed. We 
never send the Spirit grieved to heaven, but he leaves our spirits 
grieved on earth. He is our comforter ; by him believers are sealed 
unto the day of redemption. Though we are sealed by him, as the 
Lord’s own possession, yet if he leaves us to ourselves; the view of 
Jesus is obscured to us, and his comforts are withheld from us, 
Then natural: fears, Jegal terrors, and desponding doubts seize on 
us, and evil spirits rejoice over us, with there, there, so would we 
have it.” Though he never becomes the Spirit of bondage to us, 
yet he leaves us to the bondage of our own. legal spirits. What 
redson have we to pray daily, “cleanse thy servant, O Jesus, from 
his secret faults ; and let not, O Spirit of grace, presumptuous sins 
get the dominion over me,” Psalm xix. 12,13. . 


The Spivit, like a peaceful dove, ‘Why should we vex and grieve his love; 
Flies from the vealims of noise and strie, Who leads our souls to heay’nly life? 


OCTOBER 13.: £99 


Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that ex 


alteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into seat every thought to the obedierce of lia 
—2 Cor, x. 5 


Ir is fit that soldiers of Jesus should have the sentence of death 
in themselves. They are hereby taught not to trust in themselves. 
Though armed with the spiritual Weapons of their warfare, yet they 
are no farther mighty and conquering butas aided by the power of 
God. Poor souls, by trusting to their graces instead of the God of 
all grace, have been foiled by the enemy, ‘and have fallen. «I will 


“nettrust in my bow, neither shall my sword save me: but, through 


the Lord, will we push down’our-enemies,” Psal. xliv. 5,6. This is 
the language of faith, this the confidence of humble souls: after 
believers have escaped the corruptions that are in the world through 
lust, and have been turned from their sinful courses to the Lord 
Jesus, then danger threatens from another quarter ; self-righteous- 
ness will exalt its baneful head against them. “Now I am somebody; 
Thave received inherent grace and strength, I am justified, my sins 
are pardoned, and I have got a clean heart.” Thus towering imagi- 
‘nations swell against God’s everlasting love, his election of grace, the 
imputed righteousness of Jesus, and final perseverance of the saints. 
When these evangelical truths are rejected, it argues that pride, 
self-sufficiency, and ‘self-righteousness prevail. Verily, O soul, 
“thou trustest.in thine own beauty, and playest the harlot, because ‘ 
of thy renown. Woe, woe, untothee.” Thisis a severe repr oof 
from the mouth of the Lord, Ezek. xvi. 30. St. Austin is peremp~ 
tory, “that it hath been profitable to some proud spirits to fall into 
gross offence ; for they have not lost so much by their fall as they 
have got by being down.” Itis better to be humble under sin, than 
to be proud of grace. God will suffer no flesh to glory in his pre- 
sence ; his truths tried at the bar of carnal reason will be rejected. 
But as free “grace truths are precious to that Spirit who indited them, 
so he will bring disciples to submit tothem. To reject the doctrines, 
of grace, under a specious pretence ‘to holiness, is to blaspheme the , 
God of wisdom. High thoughts of ourselves oppose the truths of God; 

vain: imaginations str engthen self-confidence, which is contrary to the 

faith of Christ. To see Jesus alli in all, and to see ourselves nothing ; 
at all, is to. see and know aright, in the light of truth, and by the 

views of the Spirit of truth. There is an Piouet obedience of the 

heart, a submission to the righteousness of God, as well as an out- 


‘ ward obedient walk. There may be much of the pride and holiness 


of the Pharisee without, where there is none of the simple faith and 
love of Jesus within.. 


- 300 ves OCTOBER 14.. 
I came not tosend peace on earth, but a sword.—Matt. x. 34. 


Is not our Saviour the prince of peace? Hath he not made 
peace between God and man, by the blood of his cross? Doth he not 
give peace in the conscience, and establish peace among his people ? 

Is it not the essence of the gospel to preach peace by Christ! All 
this is true. Why then doth my Lord say, “Icame not to send 
peace, but a sword ?”? Conceive not of the meek Lamb as though his 
soul delighted in war, and that the sword of slaughter should be drunk 
with human blood. No: he came not to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them. Therefore this swordis no other than the “sword of 
the Spirit, the word of God.” Itis rendered in St. Luke, division. 
This sword divides and separates a christian from his carnal friends 
and relations ; yea, divides asunder flesh and Spirit. Hence open 
war commences, and hostilities begin ; for there never, never can be 
any peace, harmony, and agreement, subsisting between carnal and 
spiritual men, no more than between flesh and Spirit in the christian. 
These are contrary to, and at continual war with each other. “ Wars 

_and fightings come from your lusts.” Sin is the cause of all con- 
tention and division among men: every christian is a soldier; the 
sword of the Spirit, the word of God is one blessed part of his armour. 
By this he is enabled to resist satan, subdue his lusts, cut down un- 
belief, and so stand his ground against every enemy from the world, 
flesh, and devil, which are always in battle array against him. : 

Thus the weapons of thy warfare, O soul, are not carnal, but spir- 
itual and mighty, through God, “to the pulling down the strong 
holds of satan.” Though earth and hell are at war against thee, yet 
strengthen thyself in thy God, he is on thy side. Fortify thyself by 
the word of his truth. This, for thy comfort, assures thee, “No 
weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue 
that shall rise against thee in judgment, thou shalt condemn,’ Isa. 
liv. 17. By “this sword of the Spirit thou shalt prevail : by the 
blood of the Lamb thou shalt overcome.” “ Not by might or power 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts,” Zech. iv. 6. Alas! the 
poor sensible soul is ready to say, my strength is small, my arm is 
weak ; though such a weapon is put into my hand, I have neither skill _ 
nor courage to use it aright; sin, satan, and the world will be too 
strong for, and overcome me at last. No: that is impossible. 
Though weak as infancy, feeble as childhood, this blessed word exact- 
ly suits our state, andis a cordial to our spirits, “Ye are of God, 
little children, and have overcome them.” Why so? Because 
greater is he that is in you, than he that isin the world,” 1 John iv. 4. 


OCTOBER 15. 301 


Jesus said unto them, Why ‘sleep ye? rise and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation.—Luke xxii. 46, 


Tue dull, sleepy frames of disciples though natural to them, 
are by no means commendable in them, nor are they to find excuses 
for them as though this was a sleepy state of the churches, and so 
we were to lie down and take our rest. This is injurious to the 
honor of our dear master, brings discredit upon his cause and interest, 
is very uncomfortable, and exposes sleeping souls to many and 
great dangers: though love may excuse it, yet will Jesus sharply 
reprove for it. Why sleep ye? wherefore do you indulge yourselves 
with sloth when you are called to activity? sleep is unreasonable 
when danger is near. Ye know, my beloved disciples, your adver- 
sary satan is ever wakeful, watchful, busy in plotting and seeking 
to rob you of your shield of faith. Is this a time to be sluggish? to 
fold your hands and cry, a little more carnal ease and worldly 
pleasures, a little more spiritual slumber? Most inexcusable to be 
taking sleepy opiates of pleasure to indulge the flesh, and intoxicat- 
ing draughts from the world to drown the Spirit. What meanest 
thou, O sleeper? “ arise and call upon thy God.” Say not “I am in 
an unsuitable frame, dull, and heavy.” Thou readest of no such 
reply from these drowsy disciples to their master. ‘Wilt thou stay 
till thou art rich before thou wilt.be industrious? He who calls to 
duty is both able and willing to give strength in duty, and power to 
perform it. ‘Take with you words and say, Jesus will give the Spirit 
to pray. Ever remember, prayers move God, not as an orator moves 
his hearers, but as the cry of a beloved child moves an affectionate 
father when we are out of the reach of danger, prayer will be need- 
less. But when will that be? not in this life; not till every enemy is 
destroyed; that will not be till death is swallowed up in life. 

Now there is danger from temptation. Temptation cannot hurt us, 
"but entering into the temptation will. Jesus was inall things tempt- 
ed like as we are, yet without sin; his temptations were all without. 
him; they could not enter in to defile him; but they may us: 
when the love of the world enters and prevails, the sense of the love 
of God is lost: when the lusts of the flesh get power, the consola- 
tions of the Spirit are not enjoyed; when ease and happiness are ex- | 
pected from any other object but Jesus, the precious Saviour is 
slighted and disesteemed: then our views of his love are eclipsed, 
and our souls miserably darkened. The end of all things is at hand 
be ye therefore sober and watch unto prayer,” 1 Pet, ig? i 


How precious is our Saviour’s love! _ He hates the sloth we’re subject to, 
How tender his complaint! But yet he loyes the saint, 


Vou. Oo, 


rie 


802 OCTOBER 16. 


I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great — 

Psalm cxix. 162 | 

‘Tus saints of God in all ages were taught by the same Spirit, 
looked for the same salvation, and were comforted by the same truths 
found in the word of the Lord; hence the word is so precious to 
them; it causes rejoicing of soul within them; thus it is of the 
written word of the Lord which makes known his everlasting, loving 
designs to sinners of mankind: this also is true of the essential, 
divine, and uncreated word, the Lord Jesus: he in person manifested 
God’s thoughts of love, as words declare what is in the mind: Jesus 
lay in the bosom of the Father from eternity; he has revealed the 
Father’s eternal love to us! O, he who findeth Jesus will rejoice, in- 
deed. With joy, says Philip, “ we have found him of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets did write,” John i. 45. “Hath a con- 
queror who hath obtained a complete victory over, and is enriching 
himself with the spoils of a wealthy enemy, cause of rejoicing? how 
much more has the christian daily from the word of the Lord. Alas? 
the joy of the one is but momentary and uncertain; what he hath 
gained in war to-day, to-morrow he may be deprived of; but joy 
thr ough the victory of Jesus, and the spoil the christian reaps from 
the word are durable and eternal: the wictory of Jesus is the chris- 
tian’s spoil; here he beholds sin subdued, death conquered, satan 
vanquished, hell overcome, and a crown of eternal life and glory 
fully obtained, absolutely ensured, and which shall most certainly be 
enjoyed. In the written word of the Spirit are given unto us 
“ exceeding great and precious promises.” In the essential word 
Jesus, “all the promises are in him, yea and amen, to the glory of 
God.” By the former we understand “ what is the hope of our call- 
ing, and what the riches of the glory of our inheritance in the saints. a 
By the latter, union with Jesus and faith in him, we obtain the happy 
assurance that all things are ours. “ Whether ministers, the world, 
life, death, things present, or things to come, ail are yours, and 
ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s,” 1! Cor. $1122), 23.. And “ no- 
thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus,” Rom. viii. 39. 

Blessed be God for the word of his grace, the bible’ reared be 
God for his unspeakable gift, Jesus. Here is thy treasure, O 
christian; where should thy heart be but in meditation and delight 
herein daily? For thou canst get spiritual joy from no object but 
victorious Jesus, set before thee in the gospel; and the clearer thou 
seest salvation by him, so. will thy faith be stronger in him; this 
creates spiritual rejoicing of soul continually. 


How doth thy word my heart engage st When nature sinks and spirits seas? 
» How well employ my tongue! Thy promises of grace 
And in my tiresome pilgrimage Ave pillars to support my hope; ~ 
Yields me aheay’aly song. And there I write thy praise. 


a 
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Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace.—Rom. vi. 14. 


Wuo are under the law? All who think they can fulfil it, seek 
to be made righteous by it, and expect salvation from it; all. such 
are under the dominion of sin and the curse of the law. Who are 
under grace? all who fly from the law as a ministration of condem- 
nation, embrace the gospel as a ministration of righteousness, and 
cleave to Jesus and expect righteousness and salvation in him only. 


Over such, sin has no power to destroy; they are out of its territo- 


ries, in another kingdom under another king: Jesus rules in and over 
them; and he says of every one of them, sin shall not have domi- 
nion over you. O, what a heart-reviving promise is this! how 
delightful to hear our worst foe, our bitterest enemy shall not lord it 
over us! Art thou, O disciple, ready to cry out, Would to God sin 


‘had no being in me, then I should be completely happy! Remember 
what thy Saviour said to his mother, “ Mine hour is not yet come,” 


John ii. 4. It is enough that thou art called to the marriage of the 
Lamb; the bridegroom keeps the best wine for the last; this is 
excellent wine on earth, sin shall not have dominion over us; in glory, 
sin shall have no being in us. i 

'. Be assured, O christian, thine enemies are all conquered, though 
sense and experience afford thee daily proof they are not ali dead. 
Never think of laying down thine arms, folding thine hands, and 
setting up thy rest here; thou art still in the camp; the enemy lies 
in wait to take all advantage; but here is thy victory, though sin is 
an enemy, whose life is commensurate with the life of thy flesh; 
though so nearly allied to thee that it is part of thyself; yet, being 
one with Jesus, thou hast a spiritual and eternal life, and the power 
of omnipotence is engaged to preserve and keep thee; therefore sin 
shall ngt maintain its usurpation, nor hold dominion over thy soul; 


- its empire is dethroned, the kingdom of Jesus is set up in thy heart, 


Christ dwells there by faith, thy heart is spr inkled from an evil con- 
science by his blood; he who hath conquered for thee will also con- 
quer in thee. 2 

Take heed of a state of independence on ‘ihn and vain confiderice 
in thyself; think not the root and being of sin are destroyed, and 


thyself in a sinless state; for then thou hast no need of Jesus, faith in 


him, hope on him, nor prayer to him. , if satan thus rocks any 
poor sinner asleep, it is in the cradle of, delusion, while he sings a 
sweet siren’s song: be ever active and’ vigilant to oppose and con- 
quer thy inbred foe. Daily attend this‘wholesome advice, “ Let not 
sin reign in your mortal body, that you should sees it in the lusts 
thereof” ver. 12. anit 


304 OCTOBER 18.) 


Wherefore we labour, that whether present or absent we 
may be accepted of him.—2 Cor. v. 9. 


«“ Tw all labour there is profit,” Prov. xiy. 23. The belief of 
this maketh the heart diligent, lively, and active. When Nehemiah 
was stirred up to build the wall of Jerusalem amidst the scoffs and 
opposition of enemies on every side, yet, in prayer, watching, and 
working he and his brethren wrought with one hand, a guard in the 
other, and this confidence of faith in their hearts, « Our God shall 
ght for us,” Neh. iv. 20. Thus animated they laboured till the 
work was finished. ‘ 

Thus the beloved brethren of Jesus are called to be “ stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord;” being con- 
fident that the Lord fights for them, and “ knowing assuredly that 
their labour is not in vain in the Lord.” The labour of love is 
pleasant, it is profitable to the believing heart; the work of faith is 
delightful to the soul while it exercises the. patience of hope. Most 
reviving consideration! we serve not a hard task-master; we labour 
not for a rigorous, severe Lord; we obey not from base, mercenary 
principles. No; every command of Jesus is in love; every work we 
do in his name is from love to spiritual good as well as to his glory: 
_ we have the fullest assurance that we ate “ accepted in the beloved.” 
We are not left to doubt of the way of acceptance, nor to do any thing 
to procure it; the truth, as it is in Jesus, forbids all this; but 
knowing our persons are accepted in Jesus, this is the most enliven- 
ing, powerful motive not only to do, but also to abound in those things 
with which God is well pleased; to study to please God in our walk 
and way, cheerfully to lay out ourselves in his service, unreservedly 
to give up ourselves wholly to the Lord; O, this is the sweet exer- 
cise of faith and love. Shall we pretend to believe that Jesus is our 
Saviour and that we are accepted in him, and yet not labour and strive 
that our works may please him? Not study and endeavour, as 
assisted by his Spirit, to avoid those things that are contrary to his 
nature and commands? Alas! this is‘ hail, master;”’ only like Judas 
to give akiss of hypocrisy, while faith in him and love to him are 
wanting. cans 

Thou disciple of Jesus, from that moment thou didst enter into the 
rest of Jesus by faith, thou art called to labour, that thy works thay 
please God, and be accepted of him; ‘and when the heart is whole 
with its Saviour and simply looking to him, need one forbid such 
a soul to refrain from the vain pastimes and sinful gvatifications, of a” 
catnal world? No;,he saith these things do not please my Lord, 
they cannot be acceptable to him, they shall not ensnare me, I can- 
not displease my Saviour. “ We love him because he first loved 
us,” 1 John iy. 19. : 


OCTOBER 19: ~ 305 

And he said, Iwill make ali my goodness pass before thee, 
and £ will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee ; 
and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
shew mercy onwhom Iwill shew mercy.—Exod. xxxiii.19. 


Carnat reason, pride, and unbelief, like a threefold cord, binds 
the soul under legal bondage ; each of these mutually strengthens 
the other, and all combine to oppose the sovereign goodness and 
erace of our Lord. Instead of believing in, se as to be comforted by 
free-grace declarations from our God, how apt ere we to consult flesh 
and blood ! How prone to reject them, because we cannot reconcile 
them to our carnal reason ! here is the grand source of that damning 
sin, unbelief. Marvel not, believer,. though the pride of thy flesh 
rises and rebels against distinguishing grace and discriminating love. 
This, though sweet to the experience of faith, is bitter to the sto- 
mach of rebellious nature ; but here is thy mercy; grace, which is 
sovereign in its nature, is saving in its operations ; all must be re- 
solved into this humbling acknowledgment, “1, a poor sinner, who 
could neither will nor run the way of salvation ; the Lord wills to 
shew me his goodness, to proclaim his name, to bestow his grace, 
and comfort me with his mercy in Christ Jesus, to the salvation of 
my precious soul. i i 

Thus the Lord speaks in love ; let all his children hear in faith, 
rejoice, and be humbled. Where, © soul, canst thou fix thy foot, 
but thou standest upon the ground of free grace ¢ Hast thou faith? 
It is of grace. Dost thou find pardon of sin and consolation of heart 
in Christ Jesus? Itis of grace. Dost thou “ love God? It is because 
he has first loved thee.” Dost thou hate sin as contrary to God’s 
glory and thy soul’s peace? What astonishing grace is this! Con- 
sider it. on thy knees ; reflect on it with meltings of soul. Why 
shouldst thou be singled out by the power of the word, marked by 
the grace of the Spirit for sal vation, when many hundreds perish 
everlasting ? Why are thine eyes opened amidst a throng of blind 
sinners? Why art thou watered, like Gideon’s fleece, while others 
are dry? Was thy nature better, thy desires holier? What con- 
tions hadst thou performed to procure this? Grace has taught thy 
soul otherwise than so to think ; all must be resolved into this soul- 
humbling, God-exalting truth, “I will be gracious to whom I will, 
be gracious.” Here is an inexhaustible source of comiort; this a 
never,failing motive to love and obedience ; that grace and mercy 
which God owes to no one sinner on earth, he has freely given to 
thee ; it is thy privilege to rejoice in it, thy duty to confess it, and 
to lie in the dust and be humble. “Tf by grace, itis no more of 


works,” Rom. xi. 6. 
, ¢ 


~ 
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This same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven. —Acts. i. 11. 


THE parting of dear friends is very grievous and affecting; but 
sorrow is alleviated from expectation of meeting again. O the joy 
of meeting our dear friends in glory, who are gone before! but 
what will heighten all, will be sight and enjoyment of our best 

_Aviend and dearest Saviour. The disciples were looking stedfastly to 
heaven, after their dear master ascended to glory, when they receiv- 
ed this assurance: they saw his human form, the same dear man, 
their beloved companion with whom they had so often eat and drank 
and taken sweet counsel, and who was lately crucified, dead, and 
buried ; this very man Jesus they saw ascend : the Son of God came 
from heaven in Spirit ; he assumed a body of flesh and blood; he 
lived init on earth; and having “ finished the work his Father gave 

‘him todo, he took the same body with him to glory: this same 
Jesus shall so come again in like manner.” Every eye shall see him 
in the last day in his human form. 

Thus in all the transactions of Jesus by faith, we “ behold the 
may.” View him in his birth, an outcast babe in poverty ; in 
advanced years of life; «a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, 
despised and rejected of men :” in death he died as another man; 
yea, an accursed death, asa malefactor; in his resurrection and 
ascension with a human body like our own; such was thy Saviour, 
believer, aman “like unto thyself in all things, but without sin :” 


and having perfectly expiated and atoned for all our sins, he is now 


at the right hand of God, the glorified may, still’in human form 
pleading our cause. And he is able to save them to the uttermost 
who come unto God by him, seeing he ever lives to make inter- 
cession,” Heb. vii. 25. God isin Christ; thou canst not come to 
the Deity but through the humanity of Jesus: mind that. Who can 
tell the uttermost of Jesus’ salvation? It is unto ail manner of per- 


fection both of soul and body, How sweet and encouraging is this: 


to faith, that our Saviour, our brother, our friend, is in our nature 
before the throne! “ He eyer lives; he is able to save.” And canst 
thou ever doubt of his love and willingness? O, remember Calvary ! 
think of his agony and blood-shedding there. And canst thou wanta 
proof of his love, poor sinner? If thou, whilst an enemy, Wast re- 


deemed and reconciled to God by his blood, how much more, being 


reconciled shalt thou be saved by his life ! ‘Tt is thy happiness to be 
ever looking upon and unto Jesus as the man and Mediator by whom 


thou comest to God; be looking for him tq see him in his glorified 


form. “He shall come again in like manner,” “to be glorified iz his 
Saints and to, be admired zm all them who believe,” 2 Thess. i. 10, 


- 


ay 
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Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 
James iv. 8. ' 


How sweetly is the children’s duty and the father’s promise 
joined together ! The latter is a most powerful encouragement to the 
former; though we were “sometimes afar of, yet being made nigh 
by the blood of Jesus,’ we are exhorted to pRaw nigh to God in 
prayer, in full assurance of faith, firmly believing that “ faithful is 
he who hath promised,” he will draw nigh to us to bless us. To 

- live near God is our heaven below ; to experience a distance from 
him is our, misery ; we cannot draw nigh to God but in the way he 
has drawn nigh to us, that is in Christ, in the humanity of Jesus his 
Son ; inall our approaches to God, consider this, Jesus is the object 
of our faith, and God in him; all other objects drawn nigh to, will 
leave the soul in a painful sense of distance from the true God and 
real comfort, Happy, only happy canst thou be, while thou art 
daily living in close communion and near fellowship with thy God 
and Saviour. While the terrors of the law drive legal spirits to 
duty to fulfil terms of peace and conditions of acceptance, evangelical 
promises ever sweetly F constrain and encourage to every duty those 
who “are not under the law, but under grace.” To live in neglect 
_of our duty and God’s ordinances, is devilish licentiousness ; but to 
be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, is true christian liberty : here 
is our mercy, we have a sure way of access; by Jesus we draw nigh; 
in him God and man meet ; the holy Spirit is our strength, “ praying 
in the Holy Ghost’ Asit is the office of Christ to intercede ror 
us, so the Holy Ghost intercedes 1n US; as an advocate within, he 
enables us to plead in faith what Jesus is to us, what he hath done for 
us; so we speak with confidence to our dear Father: he helps in 
prayer, ‘as 2 nurse helpeth a little child that is unable to go of itself, 
oras a weak decrepit person is upheld by the arm. 

Here is our encouragement, the word of promise, “ God will draw 
_nigh to you.” | This, O soul, is thy happiness below, thy heaven on 
earth, to have access to the God of mercies, and the Father of all 
' consolations draw nigh to thee; thou swectly findest it so; not 
merely to draw nigh to duty, but ‘to God in duty ; to find and. feel 
the special presence and blessing of the Lord ; without this, loving 
hearts cannot be satisfied; communion and fellowship with God, 
finding nearness of spirit, delightful intercourse, having to do with 
God, and receiving inward peace and love from him; QO, thisis the 
glory of the life of faith on Jesus! and this draws us away from, and 
makes us dead to all things beside. When God and Christ and 
- heaven is within, all without, becomes truly mean and despicable in 
comparison. “It is good for me,” saith Asaph, “ to draw near to 
God; Psalm Ixxili. 28. 


808 OCTOBER 22. 


Tam crucified with Christ : nevertheless lve ; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which now I live in 
the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who lov- 
ed me, and gave himself. for me.—-Gal. ii. PAD... 

4 - aa 


Tur state of a christian is a seeming gh No marvel the 
things of God are foolishness to natural men, and that we are account- 
ed fools for Christ by them ; for the truths of God, as well as the 
life of his children, appear to be absurd to them. But “ the life of 
Jesus is made manifest in our flesh,” 2 Cor. iy. 11. Hence he saith, 
“ Ifany man will come after me, let him deny himself,” Matt. xvi. 
24. Deny the pride of his own righteousness, the corrupt dusts of 
his sinful flesh, and own me as his life, and follow me oy Lord in 
the regeneration ; in this crucifixion of nature, this dea’ h to every 
hope but Jesus, this life of faith on him, consists the pe ce, love, ho- 
liness, and joy of our souls; this springs from love, excites to love, 
andis nourished by love ; so we enjoy heaven below. Thus is 
heaven above insured to us. © 

Blessed life! happy believer ! to feel Christ living in thee, to live 
on him by faith. Envy you, ye sons of folly and vanity ! we do not ; 
join with yewin your carnal delights we €annot ; joys. infinitely su- 
perior are ours ; pity you, indeed we do ; nor with you, ye ‘sons of the 

» bond-woman, can we live on our works and duties, derive life from 
terms we fulfil, and conditions we perform ; as if for so much work 
we earn so much wages: our God owes us nothing; yet he gave 
his Son freely, “that we might live through him.” The beloved 
Son of God hirnselats our life, our all ; though wr tched, guilty, 
damnable creatures by nature and practice, yet im ee. ae ‘, 

7% he loved us, and gave. himself for us.” Of this we are bold and 
confident ; this truth bears the divine impress; the Lord hath con- 
firmed it with an oath ;- ere to admit the least doubt is base and ‘un- 
reasonable : the life of faith springs from truth itself, and is as con- 
trary to doubting as it is to sensuality; * while inthe flesh, it willbe. 

opposed by both. But is every believer in Jesus Birea with Paul, © 

_ “Christ loved me, and gave himself for me 2” oO: though this knowl- 

ae is essential t6 the comfort of our souls, te 1 

fait ingge heart, nor is it the objéctof faith ; yet itis the joyf 

lege of ey 









privi- 
g : Ss y believer, apd as such is earnestly to be coveted, ‘a all 
diligence given to attain it; weare loved with the same love, saved 
by the same truth, the same faith given us by the same Spirit which 
Paul had, and to the same end to make us holy and happy ; and the 

_ comforter, who testifies of Jesus in the word, will sooner or later also 
bear witness to the,heart, and fill the soul with the fruits of faith and 
tite joy of assurance 3 every faithful, iting soul in the Lamb’ shall 
rejoice to says “ The Spirit itself beareth witness with my spirit, 
that Tam a child of God,” Rom.yitt T6, x po as 


ey 


OCTOBER 23. 309 
Then began he to étirse and to swear, saying, I know not 
the man.-—Matt. xxvi. 74. 


SELF-RIGHTEOUS hearts are ready to think, be ter - to have con- 
cealed Peter’s abominable wicked conduct. No; the Spirit of 
wisdom hereby stains * glory of all flesh, and exalts the super- 
abounding riches of Jesus’ grace over the aboundings of sin. He 
shewsy i in Peter’s denying his loving Saviour, what human nature 
is, and what ‘Set a hs of sin a believer may fall into when left 
nal nature and the buffetings of satan. ad- 

ful to hints of! ; Most arnestly to be prayed against ! Yet we see tl 
affectionate heart of Jesus is ever towards his wounded, fallen mem- 

“bers. Love i grithin, ie ve look of love, how as how ef- 

fectually did 

each attended igher aggravations, thoaet deddiniets tats a a 

of wrath, and a frown o hell; yet were followed with a look f 

Jesus wis brake Peter’s heart into affcCaan on, /and melted his pe 

soul into love. Amazing grace! Astonishing kindness! Let no dis- 

ciple think, I am not in danger of falling, after the like example of — 

unbelief; for every one is. 

If any poor lamb of Jesus’ flock is fallen, and has been worried and 

torn by the wolf, let him not say that his loving shepherd has cast 

~ him off forever, and has no more care for him or love tohim. | 
What! will the true shepherd who gay@ his life for the sheep, who 
bought every one of them with his own blood, will he suffer the 
enemy to 2 him of his property, and destroy an ¥ of his pur- 
chased “ae erily, this- ‘. never be > while es us is mighty 
to save. -T iy wae come’ to pass. Jesus ceaseth to 0 love, 
and he can as soon cease to exist; for Jesus is God,, and God is | 
love, 1 John iv. 16. O, how oft are our poor dul hurt and ‘ 
wounded! though not in denying Jesus to a fellow- creature w ith, : 
oaths and curses, yet too ‘oft are. we ashamed to confess his dear 


person, his precious cause, his despised cross. Yea, and when we aa 
&. hs of our Saviour, from the working of 





























entertain unloving 
unbelief in the heart, sere ‘tends to deny Jesus in | his office 
and character; leads to depreciate phe too méarily of his sal- 4 


vation, his blood, righteousness, intereession, and faithfulness is 
people. Hence we encourage guilty 's) our views of sini ee 
clouded, a sense of it in the heart grows cold, Ba the influence of — 
it on the life is benumbed. Is not this in effect to say, “I know not ~ 
the man? Such are the workings of nature and unbelief. O, he 
little do we consider what Christ has done, and is doing for us ! 
We have too mean and contracted views of Jesus i 3; and such 
at times as we are ashamed off when we are enabled clearly to view 
Christ in us our hope of glory,” Col. i. 27. 


Vor. I. Te? P 






s away; it teaches him to take h 


and as dead to God as Lot's, wife, when. si 


*y oa, the things of his: ‘lif 


: hedonged after enjoyment. O believer, Jesus is. thy object.. Here 


God, in love to thy soul, « Look not behind eal 


~ 
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Remember Lot’s wifeLuke mye 32, ot oh ee" 


Ir may d lo a disciple Rack good) it can do him no harm, te 
call to mind the judgments of his God, Hence he may learn from 
thers’ harm to be more wise and wary. If he’ s professors fall 
eed; it tends to lay him low i in humility 
atthe feet of Jesus, and excites gratitude love in his heart, and 
makes him cry out in astonishment, Why am I not fallen! How am 
I kept? “ Glory to grace ! 7? Tt is well, O believers ever to remember 
thou standest by faith ; « Be not high minded, but fear.” 0, fear to 
loo! k witha wishful eye, or a lusting heart, to the sinful vanities 
of a carnal world. “Remember Lot’s wife. What of her? She 
loitered ; she did not keep up with her husband ; she was behind him.’ 
So, soul; if thou dost, loiter, and not keep. close Ach Jesus thy 
hu pend thou wilt be in danger. “ She Jooked, back from behind 
























hi _Here was an act of folly, unbelief, and dise pedicnce : folly, 
in thinking, as.she wa hind Lot, he coupes see he « back. 
Uunbelief, in not stedfastly crediting God’ d. . Diso iente, in 


looking back toSodom, contrary to-his word, inst tead, of looking for- 
ward, and up to the Lord. O soul, forget not Jesus sees the looks 
of thy heart if they are to this perishing world.. He sees the unbe- 
lief of thy be ott; if thou forgetest him, and lookest toyany thing but 
him for happiness. He will punish disebedience to h voice, ‘‘fol- 
low me ‘ She became a pillar of salt,” Gen. xix. 26. A iasting 
of 


monument of God's judgment. Though we never see this pill 
salt, yety we may see such every day. How many seem to turn r 
ky $ upon, the world, and escape to Jesus, but their eyes look again 


Looking begets longing ; their. feet are he entangled i in its 
shares, their hearts bewitehed with its smiles, they are hugged to 









ent of God’s judg 
wife retained her natural shape in 
theres is all the appearance of the 
heart, ie spirit, the life and powers 
souls. Their yery hearts are giv 


nt upon their conduct. It is supposed Lot’s | 
nis pillar: so in such professors 
of religion kept up; but the 
in, ate entirely extinct in ts 

‘up ta world, and a s cold 
yecame a pillar 


death in the world’s ae and. become asa pillar of salt: a raonu- 



















of salt, | 





he eye ¢* a great inlet te 


d this ! David did. ‘He at hind 


' 


s haye woefully expe 


looking may beget love and longing, without danger of hurt; yeay. 
with the greatest Certainty of good to thy soul. Ever look to Jesus, 
remember him ;. so wilt thou, with Paul, “ forget the things that are. 
‘oehind, and a toward the mark of the prize of thy high calling in 
him. Thou Kast escaped for i, It is the command of thy 


‘ 


- ship and communion with him in our spirits. — 


— ae 


» OCTOBER 25. ¢ ~*~ SIL. 
How can ye believe which receiveih 
seek not the Horror’ aos comet 
ov. 44, _ “tals he 
« Tur reamgt man briageth a snare,” Prov. xxix. 25. It isja 
great enemy to the power of faith in the heart. The esteem of men. 
to be well spokén of, to have honor and applause from them, are pleas- 
‘ing to the flesh, but hurtful to the Spirit. The wisdom and learning 
‘of vec men, are contrary to the simplicity that is in Christ, in- 
compatible with tie ae of Christ, and withstands an open ¢6niess- 
‘26n of him who is an honor to us; for'/by ‘the fai 
honored of the Father to be his children. . 


r one of another, and 
God only?——John 


et 





4 


Mg: 







*- Here is the blessedness of the faith of cscs «“ It standeth not 
in the wisdom. of man, but in the power of God,” 1 Cor. ii. 5. 
Hence we we “call no man Rabbi, for one is our master, even 
oe are to suffer no man to re oA our faith; not to 
pin Sur f thon any man’s sleeve; x ere ‘to believe what any man 
says, be he rer so wisé and ‘earned. Some are fond of being at the 
head of a party ; others love to humour them, and become tails and 
tools to them ; and their poor heattgigre hereby sadly rent and torn, 
by disputes and divisions which s¢ h abound. But have we not 
the plain, simple teachings of our blessed’ prophet to look to? O, 
how often do disciples of Jesus give honor to men, in» exp 
teaching and that comfort from them which cometh from God only! 
Too oft is it the cry, I will hear what Such a one saith, what this and 
the-other teacheth, instead of « I will hear what 'the Lord God.will 
speak,” owhat he Bath taught in his word... I will abide by that only. 
This honor cometh from God only, to speak peace by Jesus Christ 
outwardly in his word, and inwardly by his Spee : therefore we are 









to search the word diligefitly, wait for the Spirit patiently, treasure 


up and ponder upon the sayings of Jesus in hearts continually. 
This is to honor him: whom t he Father honors, to be.the prophet of 
. hurch. - Believers have an ‘ unction from the Holy One. that 
teacheth them all thing a Surely they ought not to 
hear thosé who know =... truth } « Them that Hc: me, I will 
honor,” saith the Lord—1i, Sam. iih.30. Jehovah comman us, 
«‘ Hear'my beloved Son,” Mark ix..% In the face of all opposi- 
tion to believe the word, the promises, and the oath of the Lord 
concetning full and free salvation by hig Son Jesus only, this is the 






honor the Lord requires from his children : and this obedience of 
faith, God will honor with inward peace, and the witness of hig 


Spirit, with a life of love, and the sanctifying “gerne of the 
Holy Ghost from day to day. Sanciify the Lord Godin your hearts, 
s Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils,” Isa, ii. 22. 


¥ 


nature, which is contrary to Jesus; and 
Ways and love! Shame to us, we love him no more, nor serve him 
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Knowing, that of theLord ye shall receive the reward of 
the LEY 2 for ye serve, e.the Lord Arist. —Col. 
iii. 24. % 4 

_ Savine th, ledge is accompanied with humility, productive of 
ve to Jesus, and delight in his service. To desire to know more 

of the truth, in order to gain greater measures of dove, and more 
cheerful conformity to him, this is praise-worthy. “For whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he be- 
ha forgetful hearer, but a doer of the word, this man shall be 

di in his deed,” 49 r . 25. Christian, : art not called sto 

dream over dry disquisitior a a subtle refinements, merely to fill 

thy brain with nice Bfacoced ; but to have thy heart warmed with 







love, thy practice influenced to obedience, as well as thy yudgment 
established in truth. Remember thy calling, study thy reward, glory 
in being a servant of Jesus; his work is pleasant, his service perfect 
freedom, his wages infinitely great, reward in thy ins reward for 
thy work, and .an eternal’ inheritance when thy short.day’s work is 


-ended; and all of the = a8 favor and free | siace of the Lord Christ. 





Shall the. pleasures of sin, w which Wik a a teats the wile 
drudgery. of satan, which is miser 

cf a perishing’ world; shall these! 
service of Jesus? “ Knowing the 
how this sweeten duty, aor uaies every bi delightful! My Wionet 
thou oe one moment, when the question 4 choose you this 
day whom you will serve, Christ or Satan? No, verily thou canst 
not, if so be thou hast tasted of the infinitely rich grace of the eter- 
nally_ ; precious Christ. Hath he bought us with his’blood? Redeem- 






ed us to God ? Wrought outa righteousness to clothe and adorn us, 


and prepared mansions in heaven to receive us? And’shall our con- 
duct be contrary to our profession? Our@practice not conformable 


‘to our judgment? Or our walk inconsistent with our faith? Where 


hrist?) What evidence that 
expect the reward of his 
to our wretched, sinful 
ever opposing his ‘truth, | 


then is the proof that we serve the Lor 
we know the Lord is interested i 30 
inheritance? We may well cryout 








no better! Blessed be Jesus for the gift of his Spirit. O, that 
through his sanctifying and sin-mortifying operations, we may be in 
love, wholly devoted to his. service, eer ie wholly arco 


i 


himgelf for our salvation! sd ache Sid { 


rey strong thine armis, mighty Lord! He hasdone more than Moses did, 
Who would not fear thy aay Yo Our Prophet and our King ; 

Jesus how sweet thy gracesare! From bonds of hell he freed our souls, X 
We loveandservethe Lamb, Taught us to love and sing. ; 


‘ 


- Says the immortal . 


OCTOBER 27. © 813 


The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ,—J ohn i. 17, 4 oe 


Ir is natural to us all to say oe te moral law, as the king of » 
Israel said of that faithful prophet of the Lord, ‘Micah, “ T hate “is 
for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil,” 1 Kin 
Xxli. 8. Itis true, that the holy, spiritual law of God can yield no 
comfort, hope, or peace to any poor sinner of mankind. Yet the 
believer i in Jesus cannot hate the moral law; itisa transcript of his 
Father’s mind and will ; itis God’s good gift ; it answers very valua- 
_-ble ends and purposes to the souls of his children. We know sin by 
the law, as we “know Christ by the gospel : though the law was 
given by Moses, ameek prophet, yet itis full of fiery wrath, minis- 
ters condemnation, and denounces curses, yea eternal death and 
_ damnation to every transgressor. Yet why, O soul, shouldst thou 
hate thelaw? That is not the cause of all these evils; but thy sins, 


. thy violations of its holy, just, and righteous precepts. Here fix thy 


hatred ; here itis just. Believer, the law is thy friend ; it shews 
thee thy duty; 3 it cuts thee off from all legal hopes; it razes every false 
foundation, every expectation from thy own righteousness. The 
trumpet sounds its alarm louder and Jouder; ; the voRee of words is 
shriller and shriller: and it will ever be terrible in its sound to thy 
conscience, except thouwart under the grace and truth which came 
or Jesus Christ. _ 
Here, Oo behold and admire the transcendent excellence of Jesus 
full of grace andiruth. Grace, even the free favor on God to sin- 
ners, came by Jesus Christ. Trurn, in eyery accomplishment of 
the ceremonial, in perfect fulfilment of every righteous demand 
which the moral law could exact. Here is thy wisdom, to oppose 
the life and death of Jesus to every righteous demand, to every 
_ terrible threatening, and every dreadful curse of the jaw. As he is 
thy husband; all debts, dues, and demands he for ever satisfied, 
Jesus came “not to de Ser Oy the law, but to fulfil it,” Matt. v. 17, 
7 “Jesus is thé author of our faith, and 

the former of gur graces. is unpolluted life we see the pathy 
in his meritorious death the 2; and in his triumphant resurrection 
the proofjof bliss and immortality. If_we offend, and fall seven times 






- aday, he is the Lord our peace; if we are depraved, and our best 


deeds unworthy, heis the Lord our righteousness. If we are bru- 
tish in heavenly knowledge, he is the Lord our wisdom, his word 
‘dispels the shades, his Spirit scatters the intellectual gloom, his eye 
looks our darkness into day. In short we are nothing, and Christ 
is ALL» Worse than’ defective in ourselves, we are complete In 
nim. We act by strength, and ghpry in a righteoysness not our 
own.” ad 


B14 | “OCTOBER 28. 


bu ahi bay then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ.—Rom. viii. 17. : es: 


fi 
4 Ir a child, from a spirit of untowardness, runs into and rolls 
itself in the dirt, would not that parent be a monster of barbarity 
who, instead of cleansing it from its filth, should dash out its brains? 
Yet there are those who dare assert such to be the conduct of God 
towards,his children in Christ. For they say, though a man be a 
child of God, by faith in Christ Jesus, yet he may so fall into. sin, 
that God may consign him eternally to hell for it; but, like Paul, 
such speak “ ignorantly, and in unbelief.” While we wish them to 
‘be taught better ; from such miserable teachers, and such false doc-: 
trine, we pray “Good Lord deliver us.” What! Can any of God’s 
children be in sucha filthy, polluted condition, that he has net wisdom 
enough to know them? Is there not love and power enough in his 
Spirit to lead them to the fountain of Christ’s blood, that they may 
wash and be clean? Or has not the blood of Jesus virtue enough “to 
cleanse them from Aut sin?” It is plainy such netions come from 
the father of lies; for they deny'the reign of grace, and flatly con- 
tradict the glorious truth here asserted. 

First, “If children,’’ how come any sinners, who are by nature ~ 
children of wrath, to be children OF God ? “God prédestinated them . 
unto _the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,” &c. 
Eph. i. 5. They are begotten and born into this state by the Spirit ~ 
of adoption, and by faith in Jesus; they enjoy. the knowledge and — 
comfort of it. Secondly, “ Then heirs” to an immortal inheritance, 
of free gift by free grace. Thirdly, “ Heirs of God.’ Matvellous 
assertion ! Legality stand off ! Unbeliefavaunt! O, we never can. 
reach the height, fathom the depth, measure the length, comprehend 

_ the breadth of our heirship. In one word, wevare heirs to all that 
God is in himself; has engaged himself to do, to make us wise and 
happy in time aiid to all eternity. Is God our portion, then take 
thy pen, O every child of God, and thou,,my soul, and write ali 
things are ours—I cannot enlarge ; enumerate them at thy pleasure, 
dwell on them with joy that gratitwilé, ma: hy soul, and excite 
Jove and praise to thy. God. Fourthlygee fomt heirs with Christ.” ~ 

- O soul, if theu art one with Christ by faith, thou art one with him 
as co-hcirto all that his Father and thy Father has to bestow ; an 
heir of all things in God, in earth, in heaven. O believer, what: 
Piles a reasoning is here ! What glorious inheritance art thou born 
to! Bort again to possess by faith now ; hereafter in full sense and 
fruition in heaven. As well might satan deny the certain persever-" 

nee of the Sonof Cod; as soon pluck one of his glorified members 

_ out of glory, as to attempt to deprive any one heir of God of the - 
full enjoyment of his heayenly inheritance. . 


> 


, 






* 
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Master, carest thou not that we perish ?2--Mark iv. 38. > 


Saints in all ages have experienced, that their extremity of 
distress has been God’s opportunity to deliver; so these disciples 
found it; they were in the most eminent danger and in the great- 
est fears and distresses. Their vehement address to J esus-bespeaks 
it. ‘> Jesus wasjasleep.” We believe in our Saviour, as a MAN like 
unto ourselves: we adore him as the sovereign Lord whose} « cyes 
are over the righteous, and his ears are ever open to their prayers,” 

I Pet. iii, 12. OF this we have the clearest evidénce, the fullest 
‘pr of. Bi 3 awakes as a man, and with the power and sovereignty 
of Jehovah he rebukes the boisterous wind, and says to the raging 
waves, “ Peace, be still ;’? and instantly all nature obeys its Creator; 
all is hushed into a profound calm. 

While others are pleased with the feats of a Cesar, or the con- 
quests of an Alexander, it is our delight to meditate upon the won- 

* derful works of our God-man and blessed Saviour. Transporting to 
know this awful God is ours, our Jesus, and our friend! Butt rt 
thou not ready, O believer, sometimes to say, ‘* My Lord hath for- 
saken, and my God hath forgotten me!’ It seemsas though he 

” cares ndt; even though I perish.) Iam in the wide ocean of diffi-. 
culty and distress. Corruptions rage, temptations assault, the fiery 
darts of the enemy fly thick around me ; I groan under the sense of 

-a hard heart and anjabsent God. Hear the voice of thy Lord, “ O 
thou afflicted, tossed with tempests, and not comforted: for asmall 
moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather 
thee,” Tsa. liv. 7, 11. Judge not of God’s love by thy sensevand 
feeling, but by his word and truth, the stability of his promises, and 
the security of his oath. He may be battering down thy life of sense 
to make thee strong in faith, strongin the Lord, and in the power 
of his might. These disciples, though in a terrible storm, were 
safe, because Jesus was in the ship, though asleep 5780 isevery dis- 
ciple) where Jesus dwells in the heart by faith. The affections of 
God’s love never cease) though storms surround us, and the sense 
and comfort of love r son us as it were asleep; and as with 
these disciples, so shall it be with thee, O christian ; thou shalt find 
thy loving Saviour ever near to hear, and ever almighty to deliver 
thee; God’s moment is thy mercy; in the deepseof distress are 

God's wonders known. “In the moment of the Lord, Jehovah- 
‘jira (the Lord will provide) it shall be seen.” What saith the _ - 

ord? “ Call upon me in timé of trouble, and I will deliver thee, 
ta thou shalt glorify me.” It is the joy of faith to reply, “ Thou 
shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance,” Psalm xxxii. 7.. 


# 
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Go, tell his disciples and Peter, that he goeth before you 
into Galilee: there shall ye see him.——-Mark xvi. 7. 


How different isthe gospel from the law; one is the voice of 
condemnation, terror, and wrath; the other speaks nothing but 
grace, peace, and love. God’s children only murmured for water in 
the wilderness, and even the meek Moses is in wrath with them, and 
calls them rebels. Here, though the poor disciples had acted most 
base and ungrateful to their loving Saviour ; for they added sorrow 
to his distress, when they all forsook him and fled, and Peter mil 
all the rest ; for as though Jesus was the most aband 1ed wretch, 
Peter with oaths and curses denied that he even knew him. . What 
could they expect, but thgt the first message from their Lord’ should 
be full of upbraiding ? whis it, Go tell those apostate rebels I am 
risen from the dead, they shall receive their just deserts ; vengeance 
is mine, I will repay them? No: be astonished, O heavens! Hear, © 
wonder, and love, O ye backsliding children: devils are not permit- © 
ted to terrify, but angels commissioned to comfort them. Tellhis — 
disciples, amazing ! Disciples still! How unworthy of the very 
name ! Yet rhore, lest this message should prove a dagger to poor 
Peter’s heart, lest he should writebbiltter things all himself, “T am 
no disciple; though all the rest forsook and fled from Jesus yet not one 
of them sinned with so high ahand as me. I not enly forsook him, fed 
from him, but denied him, denied him with oaths, cursed and swore 
most bitterly that I did not know hitn. Ah! woe ism€# the Lord 
told me satan had desired to have me, so it must be.” No, no, 
Peter, “ whom thy Lord loves, he loves to the end ;” he hates put- 
ting away ; his loving heart cannot bear it. Not all that sin or hell 
can say can turn his heart, his love aWay. Peteris included in the 
commission of comfort, by name. Did Peter sin above the rest ? 
Yet grace super-abounds; therefore behold, he is parti¢ularized 
above the rest by’hame. “ He goeth before you to Galilee, there shall 
ye sce him.” 0, but for this comfortable message, poor Peter would 
have dreaded to meet with and see Jesus. O soul, Jesus is gone be- 
fore to glory, there shalt thou see him. But for the comfortable 
message our souls have had from him, of his love and salvation, we 
" might dread the sight of Jesus. But who shall set bounds to the 

love of Jesus? Will any poor trembling disciple say, the Lord hath 

forsaken me, my Lord hath forgotten me? ‘True thou mayest de- 
serve it; but thy Lord deals with thee not after that manner ; 
' though thou art a sinner, a backsliding sinner, a hell-deserving sin- 
ner, the chief of sinners, yet still his name is Jesus the Saviour, his! 
nature is love /and it is the joy of his heart and the work of his life 
“to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for them,” Heb. vii. 25. 


. 
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Tf the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be = 
indeed.—John viii. 36. : 

Our most glorious. sovereign Lord and King, Jesus, like some 
mighty conqueror whose subjects haye been taken captive by an 
enemy, delivers them from their captivity, sets them at liberty from, - 
the dominion and tyranny of their enemies, and restores them to all . 
therights andprivileges of his kingdomand government. Alas! inwhat) 

a deplorable state doth our great deliverer find our souls! taken cap- 
tive by thedevilat his pleasure, slaves and vassals to his will gnd power, 
under worse than Egyptian bondage, « tied and bound with the chains | 
of our sins,” bond-slaves to our corrupt ‘lusts and carnal passions. 

In this Hopeless, helpless, deplorable state, we all continue with 
out power, yea, without will or desire to be set at liberty. Nay, we 
are naturally pleased with the drudgery of sin and satan, in love with 
our bondage, fancying ourselves at liberty, and enjoying the most 
perfect freedom; but when our mighty deliverer comes, he makes 
us free indeed: he bursts our bonds asunder, and casts away 
cords wherewith we were bound. Jesus snatches our soulsasa he 
from the mighty, and the lawful captives are delivered. He inyests 
us with the “ freedom of citizens of the New J erusalem,” and gives. 
us the privilege of adoption, to be the sons of God through faith in 
him. . Then are we the Lord’s free-men; made free from sin, satany, 
the law, and death.. How great is Jesus’ power! how rich his. 
love! how freejjand sovereign his grace! it came unmerited and « 
unsought by us; it is a freedom unbounded in its nature, and ol 
happy subjeets of it shall find it so in a blissful eternity. . But he 
though free, made free indeed in our spirits, yet we shall find sd 
daily experience enemies and oppogers to our uninter rupted enjoy-. 
ment of it. Sin, though its guilt is washed away in Christ’s blood, 
and its power, destroyed in the soul, will yet rage and war in our 
members. Satan, though like a strong man armed, 18 0 overcome. 
and cast out, will often rally. his forces and wage ‘war against us. 
As Luther says, -¢ he who, hath Christ. for his King and God, let 
him be assured he hath the devil for his enemy, who will work him 
much sorrow, and plague him all the days of his life. But let this 
be our comfort and great glory, that we poor sinners have the Lord. 
of life and death and of all creatures, cloathed with our flesh and 
blood, sitting on the right hand of God, ever living, ever praying 
for us, who ever defends and protects us.’ The law, thoughits ~ 
demands are fulfilled, and its curse is taken away, though there, f 
is nolcondemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus; and death, « 
though disarmed of its strength and sting. through thevictory of . 5. 
Jesus, yet the sweet sense and comfortable experience of all this is 
enjoyed by us only while we “ stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free, and are not entangled with any yoke of 
bondage,” Gal.y. 1. Vou. I, Q4q . . 
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WP vpdetles bE phi vi 1B A HS 
Ir is too common for the children of God, when exercised with 
sharp conflicts of soul, to write bitter. things against themselves. 
But we do well always to remember we are travellers through the 
territories of an implacable and powerful enemy, whose malicious 
spirit delights in harassing and distressing us in every part, soul and 
spirit, as well as flesh. ‘That herein we are not alone; it is the com- 
mon lot of all the children more or'less. Take, my brethren, the 
- prophets and apostles as an example herein. We shall find them at 
times, under severe trials and sore conflicts of spirit. But know, 
satan our adversary, is a conquered foe; he can go no farther than 
dur own loving Saviour permits him. Our exercises last not one 
moment longer than our dear Lord sees needful; none of them shall 
issue in our destruction but in satan’s flight, our soul’s deliverance, 
and our God’s glory; and, like’ enery am else that ee — “4 rel 
yore together for our good.” wt 
~ Our enemies are spiritual powers, princes,’ edn eta for num- 
ber may be styled Zegion. “Their nearness to us, and easy access to 
our ‘spirits, in a way of striving and struggling for the mastery in 
order to cast us down, is justly styled’ wrestling. Tere the comba- 
‘tants are closely joined, and grapple with each other. Our greatest 
danger i is from our feet being tript off the ground; whereby we may 
‘be maimed and bruised by a fall. Happy for us, we stand by the 
power of God through faith. "We stand upon this sure foundation, 
* The Lord knoweth them who are his.” Jesus knows that his peo- 
ple will be exposed to onsets of the enemy, but no power, subtilty, or 
malice shall prevail. Says our dear preserver, “none shall. pluck 
‘them out of my hands:” I as man and Mediator; hold them by dove. 
* My Father is greater than 1; he keeps them by his irresistible and 
almighty power. , Yet, alas! it must be owned, that conflicts for the - 
season are grievous. To be attacked by a powerful, invisible foe, 
whose element where he rules, ‘as well as the time of battle, is always 
‘in darkness; therefore most afflicting to the children of light. “One 
blessed end of our trials, is to teach'us that we should not: trust in 
ourselves, but cry to the strong for strength. O, what a soul- 
str engthening, heart-r eviving, and spirit-refreshing voice speaks from — 
heaven to us! Hear, O soul, it is the voice of the captain of thy salva- 
tion. Wast fou réady to think ‘he had left thee to thy own weak- 
ness? No: “ ‘Fear thou not, for I am with thee. I will ge thee 
“with the right hand of n my ag eppiir ki xii. Yor 


ek ee A 


Jesus the Lord shal? guard me gale God is my everlasting aid, 
From evry illdesign, © « And hell shall rage in vain ; - 
And to his heaw’nly kingdom tlk _ + "Pohim be highest glory paid 


This feeble soul of mine, - And endless praise, Amen. 


NOVEMBER 2. S19 


Rejoice in the Lord always; and. again I say rejoice. 
Phil. iv. 4. 


Tue wise man saith, “ He thatis of a merry heart hath-a con-| 
tinual feast,” Prov.xv. 15. Every believer in Jesus hath a continual 
‘feast; therefore has always reason to be of amerry heart; when he 
‘is not, he lives below his privilege, and forgets the command of his 
loving Lord. Though we daily experience enemies to our spiritual 
Joy, yet none can destroy our ground of rejoicing; that is fixed asa 
rock; permanent as the mountains, and standeth fast for ever and ever, 
Paul well knew ‘this by his own experience: “ As sorrowful, yet . 
always rejoicing,” he describes the christian’s motto. Though with 
him thou art daily crying out, “O wretched man that Lam,” accord- 
‘ing to the flesh; yet thou hast the same reason always to thank God 
‘and rejoice in Christ Jesus as Paul had: though in thyself cause for 
‘mourning ‘and humiliation, yet continual matter of joy and rejoicing 
in the Lord Jesus. 

» Here is the wisdom of a christian, to understand git iets to act 
suitable to his character: “ as having nothing in nature, yet possess~ 
ing all things by grace.” Being united by Jesus, in whom all fulness 
dwells ; and “ blessed with all spiritual blessings by God the Father 
in’ him, it is therefore our sweet privilege always to rejoice in Christ 
Jesus. In experience, we find believing views of Jesus, cause rejoic- 
‘ing in him: Jn the Lord; mind that little word iz. The exercise 
of thy faith is ever tobe on thy Lord. All cause of spiritual joy is 
in Jesus: our word is believe and be joyful. If we search the 
scriptures, which testify of Jesus; if we dwell much in meditation 
on his person, his offices, his blood, his righteousness, his inter- 
“cession, we shall perceive never-failing springs of joy. Day by day 
be looking and praying, O soul, that through the Spirit thou mayst 
see and maintain a comfortable knowledge and» settled assurance of 
thy own interest in Jesus, and salvation by him. OQ, this will cause 
thee to rejoice indeed, with joy unspeakable and full of glory. So 
that even though the face and appearance of outward things put ona 
gloomy countenance to nature and sense, yet shall we be like the 

stedfast prophet: “ Though the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the 
fields shall yield no meat; the flocks. shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls.” What then? Does he hang 
down his head like a bulrush? Does joy of heart forsake him? No, 
says he, “ yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation,” Habak. HTT 18S. 
Then let our joys: peated We're marching thro’ Immanuel’s graund, 

And ey’ry tear be dry ; Te fairer worlds on high. 


@ 
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What doth it profit, though a man say he hath faith, ‘and 
have not works? Can faith save him?—James ii. 14. 


Many of God’s dear children are often in doubt and perplexity, 


~ Jest their faith should not be the faith of God’s elect ; to which salva- 


tion is sure. This may arise through the weakness of their under- 
standing in the word of truth; and because, as yet, faith doth not 
bring forth the fruits of joy and assurance. . But) sooner or later the 
Holy Ghost, in believing, will make this»matter clear and satisfactory 
to their hearts.. But the soundness and orthodoxy of our faith is 
least of all suspected by us while in a state of nature; for we all think, 
are very confident, have not the least doubt, we all say “ we have 
faith," true faith; but this is a weed which grows wild in nature’s 
field; this is the faith which James here speaks of, which all the 
world rest in who know not the Son of God... Ail men have not faith, 


‘the faith of God’s elect. If we say we have faith, what doth it profit 


if it brings no glory to God, no good to men; it deceives the soul 
whohasit. ‘Can faith save him ?”” O, what disputes and contentions 
hath this question raised !. Some have,even set St. James at variance 
against St. Paul, as though the former, contended for salvation by 
works, against the latter. “Can faith save him?” A question equal 


- toan assertion. It cannot.. The supply of one word here puts the 


matter beyond all dispute. Can swch,a faith save him? No; it is 
impossible. But dost thou, O christian, think thy faith, , though ac- 
companied with good works, can save thee. ? Verily, no more than 
thy repentance or thy love ; these are alike gifts of grace by Jesus 
Christ; given not to rival the Saviour i in the heart, nor, to share with 


him in the glory of salvation, but to honor him and comfort his mem- 


bers. We are not saved for faith, but. through faith ; ‘yet faith i isa 


- precious grace of covenant-love ; it saheara a pre ecious Saviour to the 


heart, and “ works by love.’ 5 hamodrns fine 

. But ever know; faith doth not hese God's love, obtain his favor, 
make atonement for sins, work outa righteousness to justify, nor 
merit the power of the Spirit tosanctify ; all this is enjoyedi in beliey- 
ing, but not procured by faith. . ee like the Baptist’s voice, cries 
in the soul, “| Behold the Lamb of God.” It claims. no share in 


fulfilling terms of peace, or obeying conditions of salvation. | By 


faith we honor God’s word, look. to his everlasting love, rely. on Jesus, 


mourn over sin, abhor. ourselves, and repent _ as in dust and ashes. 
Peace, love, joy, and all inward fruits, as wellas. outward obedience ; = 
a holy walk, fruitfulness in every good word and work, are produced 


. by the Holy Spirit, from the life and vigour of faith. How doth 


it concern us daily to pray, “ Lord, Angrease: our ee {7 ‘Take 
RVs) ae 


a 
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Lor she said within herself, If I may but touch his gar- 
ment, I shall be whole.-—Miatt. ix. 21. . 


é 


‘Tue case of this poor. woman was quite desperate. Many 
painful operations she had undergone in hopes of a cure; her money 


all spent in procuring remedies; her disorder grew worse and worse: 
all human hope and help failed; grim death seemed to approach her 
with great speed. But, strange thought! “WI may but touch the 
garment” of that MAN, surrounded by yonder crowd, I shall certainly 
_be healed. Surprising, to think of a cure from a touch! A touch, 
~ not of his person, but his garment! How can nature and reason 
‘account for this ? Had she consulted flesh and blood, sure she would 
have concluded, this suggestion is mere fancy, and will end in. delu- 
sion. Had she consulted eminent physicians or learned doctors in the 
church about her thoughts, doubtless they would have pronounced 
Jusus a quack, and advised: proper remedies to her, as a lunatic. 
“But the holy Spirithad inwardly made known Jesus toher. She saw 
somewhat of his glory ; her mind was disposed towards him; she be- 
“lieved in her heart his power to heal her; she speaks within herself 
her thoughts concerning him; she came with trembling feet, she 
touched him with a fearful heart, but she departed with triumph. 
“How secret’ are the operations of the Spirit, in working faith in the 
_ hearts of sinners! « No man can come unto me,” saith Jesus, “except 
~ the Father draw him,” John vi. 44. A sight of Christ is of special 
grace. The first thought of help and hope in Jesus for sinners, is 
from the word of truth, and by the power of the Spirit... The soul 
soon evidences itself to have “the faith of God’s elect ;” for under a 
sight and sense of its desperate state and ruined condition, it speaks 
- within itself of going to Jesus and him on/y for pardon ond salvation. 
Yet the poor heartis often exercised with an if; if | did but believe in 
him, ¢f I could but touch him, 7/1 did but feel in myself Iwas healed 
of my sin and plague, O how I should rejoice! Well, though the soul 
is opposed by a crowd of difficulties, yet will it not be satisfied till it 
breaks through all carnal opposition and finds peace in Jesus; till it 
hears the voice of its beloved speaking pardon and comfort by his 
word. When, like Isaiah, the soul cries, “ Woe is me, I am un- 
done !” it cannot rest, till with him also, a live coal from the altar of 
Jesus’ love is laid upon hismouth, and his language is changed to . 
“¢T am saved byJesus.’ For “lo, this hath touched thy lips, and thy 
sin is purged,” Tea ze 14} am fal ran 
The Lord! how gloriousishisface! __ For you, the children of my love, 
‘How kind his smiles appear ! It was for youl dy’d ; 
And oh! what melting words he says Behold my hands, behold my feet, 
Toeyry humble ear ! And look unto my side. 
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2 As he who hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all man- 
€ ner of conversation.—-1 Pet. 1.15... oe 


Lrcau hearts turn evangelical exhortations, into legal gom- 
mands. So children of faith are brought back again from the land 
of promise to the house of bondage. Not more absurd to exhort a 
dead corpse to exert itself to perform actions of Jife in order to get 
life, than to suppose.a believer destitute of the life of holiness, and 
excite him to holy actions in order to procure it. Zeal for holiness, 
without knowledge of the true nature of it,is unscriptural ignorance. 
Every believer in Jesus is holy; As»being a member of the. first 
Adam, he partakes of the life ofsin and the spirit of unholiness; but 
being’ united-to Jesus, Christ is his life. He-partakes of the life of 
holiness and the spiritof holiness. This is evidenced by the outward 
holiness of his life: gt geckeun yee eignie tk” ae Pothesioglidity 

Therefore exhortations to: excite such to a holy conversation, are 
as necessary as they-are frequent. » Art thou a. child of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus? What inestimable honor’ is this ! It should be thy 
daily care and: constant concern to ‘walk worthy of this high and 
honorable vocation. It degrades thy birth to stoop to glorify base 
lusts 5 it demeans thy character to take up in the, least with. the 
slavery of sin and drudgery of satan.’ It was good advice a heathen 
gave a prince, lest he should Jearn evil from bad company, “ Always 
_ remember thou art a king’s son.’’ So ever remember, O christian, 
thou art a'son of the King of kings. Thy Father is holy ; study to 
be like him ; aim to resemble him in-thy daily walk. . This day thou 
wilt be exposed to the snares of sin and temptations to evil; they 
ever beset thee. Remember thy calling, it is to holiness of life ; 
think of the end of it, happiness in glory.. ‘It sounds as harsh in 
one’s ears to hear of a wicked christian as to. hear of adark sun. 
But beware of making an idol of thy own holiness. We read of 
Pygmalion, who had got an image so lively that he took it for a 
real person, and fell in love with it. . This seems to be the case with 
some; they are more taken up with, talk more about and seeni 
more in love with an image they have made of their own. holiness 
and perfection, than of the glorious righteousness of Jesus. . Yea, 
they so esteem their own holiness, that they think it is to effect for 
them more than Christ’s righteousness hath, even secure and make 
effectual their own salvation. Thus the imputed righteousness of 
Christ is cashiered out of their faith and affection, to make way for 
their pretended holiness. This is the very essence of a Pharisee. 
But being made free from sin (the power of pride within, as well 
as of sin without) ye become servants of God, ye have your rrury 
unto holiness,’ and the end everlasting life,’ * Rom. vi. 22. 


- « 
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A friend loveth aé all times; ‘and a brother is born. ee ad- 


versity—Prov. xvil, 17. - 


We" have’ a’ striking’ instance of gentine and uninterrupted 
friendship, which mutually subsisted between David and Jonathan. 
How affecting is that pathetic, mournful, exclamation of David, 
when friendship’s sweet bands were dissolved in death |! “I am dis- 
tressed for thee, my brother Jonathan ; very pleasent hast thou been 
unto'me ; thy love to me was wonderful, passing the: love of wo- 
men,” 2 Sam. i. 26. “Who can read this plaintive note without 
Sela il ~ Wisdom’s ‘assertion is literally exemplified: in them. 
But though their love and friendship never abated in the dark scenes 
of adversity, ‘but was alike at all times, yet death put.a period to its 
existence. Naturally friendship extends not beyond the confines of 
the grave. But, O disciple, thou hast a friend who ever lives and 
éver loves. The most exalted friendship when compared to his, 
diminishes ‘in glory, as’ the light of the brightest star disappears when 
the dazzling glory of the sun shines forth. Is not Jesus: “ this 
friend who loveth at all times ?””” » Yea, before time commenced, his 
love ‘existed’ towards’ his ‘church.. Every member was loved by 
him, ‘and was given to'him’ of *the Father. When in time he saw 
them polluted in their blood, defiled with sin, and loathsome in their 
persons, yet’ (O wonderful'!) that was the time of love, he passed 
by, his eye saw, his heart loved, and his lips said; rive. Dest 
thou, O soul, live by faith on the Son of God? This is the effect of 
love; this is love known and manifested. » But dost thou finddaily that 
thou art a poor sinner? therefore art thou grieved, and thinkest thou 
shalt weary out the love of thy:fr iend?: No; that cannot be, he loveth 


at all times ; “whom he loves, he loves to the end.” Jesusis “the. 


brother born for adversity,” to comfort in and to support under it. 
Now thou art in an adverse state; the world, the flesh, and the 
devil ate all against thee ; but thy friend is above, engaged for thee ; 
he is stronger than all. "Though in dangers oft, always safe. . Jesus 
was born to suffer adversity for his’brethren. A friend anda brother 
makes one’s sorrows and sufferings his own. So did J esus.’ Our 
sins were his, “he bore them in his wie ‘body.’’.' “He hath -borne 
our griefs, and ‘carried our sorrows?’ And hath he loved before 
time? Does he love’at all times?» Then what shall separate from 
the love of Jesus?) Nothing’: for “ inall things we are more than 
conquerors, through him who loved us. As the power of Jesus is 
equal to his love, death, which parts the dearest friends, and dis- 
solves the sweetest friendship below, shall introduce us to the nearest 
enjoyment of our best friend and dearest brother above; forhe says, 
« Father, I will ‘that they whom thou hast given me, be With me 
where I am,’”’ John xvii. 24. 


324 NOVEMBER 7.’ . 


The Lord hath laid: upon him the’ iniquity of us*all—_ 


«s Isa. hii6.0 4 , ees 


Here we behold the transaction of the glorious trinity in the 
covenant of grace. Here is the display of grace in the salvation of 
lost sinners. . Jehovah, the Father, lays or causes to meet ‘all the 
sins of his people upon the surety of the covenant, the Son of his 
love. Jesus undertakes to bearthem. ‘The Holy Ghost publishes 


this joyful truth to the children of men ; he works faith in their hearts; _ 


and bears witness with their spirits of salvation hereby.. Thus the 
three glorious persons in the Godhead agree in one, even in this one 
truth, salvation by Jesus. Happy is the man who believes it. Faith 


4 


looks to the purpose of grace, and rests. upon the accomplishment of | 


covenant-love, — ee ee ae ee ee 

When one undertakes to be surety for another, then the: debt is 
reckoned: to him, and he accepts it. » Thus our dear Saviour, our 
blessed ‘surety stood up for-us, engaged in. our behalf. Our debts, 
all our iniquities were imputed: to him, and laid upon him, charged 
upon his person ; “he bore them in his own body on the tree.” He: 


fully satisfied, perfectly atoned divine justice, for them...“ By the - 


one sacrifice of himself he hath taken them all away, made an end 


5 


f 


\ 


of sin ;”’ so that justice itself proclaims its own faithfulness to forgive — 


sin, 1 Johni. 9. Grace reigns, mercy triumphs, sinners are. par- 


doned, believers rejoice. .O believer, thou, art blessed of thy God ~ 


who is just, therefore doth not, cannot impute sin unto thee. True, 
thou hast committed sins innumerable ; ‘but. it is as true, they, were 


all laid upon Jesus... True, thou dost commit sins, it is equally true, _ 


Christ hath borne them. Thou wilt commit sins, it, is perfectly true 
thy Saviour hath atoned for them all. - Thou hast nothing to plead, 


but guilty in thyself, but perfectly righteous in Christ. Every charge -- 


the enemy brings from the righteous law) against thee is just: own 
it; but ever plead in thine,own conscience and before the throne; 
Jesus hath satisfied for all; there is now no condemnation to mev 


O believer, this is a most precious truth of God... Not thy faith, not ~ 
thy repentings, not any thing thou canst do; but Jehovah laid iniquity — 
upon Christ, this is his sole prerogative... Let devils rage-against it, - 


Jet men oppose it ; yet will this truth be-found. true in. its. nature, 


most happy in its consequences to the children of God. Hence ow 


their peace, their holiness, their heaven. . Hear their song below: 
“ The love of Christ constraineth us, because we thus. judge; that 


they which live, should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto | 


him that died for them and rose again,” 2 Cor, v.14, 15. ‘Hear, 


their triumph.aboye :-“ salvation to our God who ‘sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, who hath washed us from our sins in his 


ewit blood,” Rey. i. 5. 


i 
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By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of. nae 
selves: it is the gift of God.-—Eph. ii. 8. 


Stzsp is the image of death ; every morning we awake is a kind 
of new life. In sleep, how insensible of danger! how unable to pre= 
vent it! ‘The Lord’s mercies are renewed every morning; his watch+ 
ful providence is our safety. \Reflect,O my soul, upon the wnmerit- 
ed love of thy God! Happy for thee, daily toawake and arise from 
‘thy bed of slumber with the sense of free grace and sovereign love 
upon thy heart ! ‘Temporal mercies are heightened and improved: by 
a sense oe mH and eternal ot vane thou iebing ina 


forward to sk maar and look upon Seles and see what wonders 
grace has done. Thou art this day called to consider how thou aré 
saved. First, inthe purpose of thy God, ere thou hadst a being, 
everlasting love which gave thee existence, decreed thy salvation. 
Secondly, in accomplishment, grace provides a damé for thy rarisom; 
in the ‘fulness of time a Saviour is born in human flesh; he lived 
for sinners, died for sin, “ made an: end of sin,’? made reconcilia- 
tion for iniquity, brought in an everlasting ‘righteousness; his ex- 
piring breath proclaimed, salvation work is jinished; but thy poor 
soul lay in nature’s darkness, in the sleep of death, and would have 
slept on till the arch-angel’s dreadful sound of the trumpet had 
wakened thee to everlasting shame and confusion; but impossible’ 
this: being saved in love’s decree, being redeemed by blood divine, 
grace challenged thy soul. Therefore, thirdly, thou art saved in 
enjoyment “ through faith ;” called by the word of truth; quickened 
by the Spirit of grace ; Jesus’s salvation become the desire of thy 
soul; God gave his Son for thee; the Spirit gave faith to thee: hence 
Jesus became precious, sin hateful, thyself vile, holiness lovely in 
thine eyes and to thy heart; thus sinners are saved by grace through 
faith; they have no hand,‘no share, no glory at all in this matter: 
in the believing, abiding views of this grace, this salvation, consist 
all our peace, love, joy, holiness, heavens Why then, O believer, 
art thou not perfectly, uninterruptedly ‘happy and holy? Verily, 
because thou art still in the flesh; thy old man is still alive; nature’s — 
pride and sinfulness daily resist the glory of grace and the exercise 
of faith: but in opposition to all, thou art to abide confident in the 
belief of the truth, daily study the love of thy God and Saviour; this - 
tends to sink thee in humility; daily consider thy deserts to be hell, — 
and adore the riches of sovereign grace; this will, through the bles- 
sing of the spirit, keep thee from boasting in self, and cause thee to 
glory in the Lord only. “ Salvation is of faith, that it might be by 
grace,” Rom, iy. 16. . . 
Vou. I. are ee 
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Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God.—\ John ii, 1. 


Ir a poor insolvent debtor, whosees no hope but to. end his mise- 
rable life in a loathsome gaol, yet is unexpectedly called to hear the 
will of a loving friend, whereby an ample: provision is bequeathed 
him, fully to satisfy all his wants, how must this rejoice his heart! 
How, in the ecstacy of his joyful mind, would he be ready to call. upon 
every one around him to behold the delightful testament! This is 
but a faint view of the inestimable riches of glory and honor be- 
queathed to ruined sinners by New-Testament love, ratified and 
sealed by the blood of Jesus.. Upon the view of this, how should we 
be filled with wonder, fired with ecstacy, and our transported hearts 
should not keep silence !' Angels see and admire, saints, behold.and 
adore the marvellously great, the inexpressibly glorious, the won- 
derfully discriminating love of the Father of Jesus! amazing to tell! 
comforting to believe ! transporting to feel! Love, the love of God 
the Father hath made its way to sinful man; his love flows through 
the heart of a crucified Jesus ; his love hath reached my poor heart. 
What terms have we fulfilled? What.conditions have we performed 

“to procure’this invaluable blessing? O, the very question startles the 
_ traly gracious soul! It is a concern to his generous heart to hear 
’ such proud, vain notions taught; he rejects the thought with abhor- 
rence and cries, “Pride, thou els foe, -begone.’ . godly all is saved 
piven; richly béstowedJiny «203 Bente ipettyeuy! de us 
' And am I, vile and unworthy as lam, thus. coiled: re. 6% son oe 
God, by adoption, through the faith of Jesus? -O thou heayenly para- 
clete, thou divine sanctifier ; influence, daily influence, my heart, my 
tongue, my life, to glorify my Father, my Saviour, my God!.Though 
Ihave done nothing to procure this. inestimable. privilege, yet, en- 
joying this rich grace, love’ and gratitude demand, corresponding 
fruits, a holy walk, worthy of the vocation wherewith I am_called. 
Hence assuredly will spring another evidence, of God’s children; 
‘therefore, “ the world knoweth us not, because it. knew him not.” 
Though our’ dear Saviour “went about doing good,’”. yet even 
this could not gain him the approbation, and, esteem.of the. world. 
‘Never let: disciples expect to be-above. their master;, the more we 
follow Jesus and are conformed to him as) obedient children, stronger 
evidence shall'we have of the world’senmity,; and. of our Father’s 
love; let us rejoice to follow areca -be glad to.imitate him to do 
¥ good, nue we — evil. . 


* Batota what wond’rous grace Tide surprising aie, 


<The Father hath bestow’d = That we should be unknown ; 
On sinners of a mortal race, _” The Jewish world knew not their King,, 


To call them sons of God! - God’s everlasting Son. 
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T give unto them eternal life; and they shallnever perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand-John x. 28. 


Tuus. excellently speaketh the immortal Hervey, “ What words 
are these! And. did they come from him who hath ail power in 
heaven and earth? And were they spoken to every unfeigned, though 
feeble follower of the great shepherd? Then omnipotence itself must 
be vanquished before they can be destroyed either by the seduction 
of fraud, or the assault. of violence.’ » The followers of the Lamb 
want no proof of the divinity of their. Lord and Saviour ; it is plain 
fromthe word of truths,they believe it in their hearts, «6 The gift 
of God. is)eternal, life,” saith. Paul, Rom, vi..23.. “I give my 
sheep eternal life,’ saith Jesus; therefore, Jesus is both Lord and 
God... To give-temporal life is not in the power of a finite being; he 
who gives eternal, life, must be,.as our Jesus is, the infinite and 
eternal Jehovah overall, God blessed forevermore. How. full, of 
grace and glory is this text! What consolation may the children. of 
faith draw fronvit! Here is their mercy; they are in the hands of their 
preciousSaviour; hence they are, safe.and secure. “ | They shall 
never perish,’ saith Jesus,. who is. the. truth. a“ “None shall 
pluck them out of my hand,” saith he who hath ali power in 
heaven and earth. . “1 -give,’’ saith the Saviour, zow, at this pre- 
sent—what? Grace into their hands, which, if they improve well, 
shall entitle them to glory? Infinitely more; nothing less, than life, . 
spiritual life, eternal life, the life of theirimmortal soul; this glorious 
gift is-enjoyed by faith... “ This is life eternal, to know the only true 
God and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent,” John xvii. 3... + 

Thus is Christ precious, salvation certain, and, eternal life secure 
to every believing soul; butas.to the knowledge and enjoyment of 
this life, inthe experience of saints, they often find great abatements 
-of its vigour and comfort. Hence the various frames they are ex- 
ercised with. Spiritual life; in, its knowledge, comfort and enjoy- 
ment, is opposed by a life of sense in, the christian, and spiritual 
opposition from within and without him; the devil, the world, and 
the flesh, strive to pluck Christ’s sheep out of his hands. Corrupt 
teachers give the lie to our Saviour, and say such a thing may be: 
hence the heart’ of his sheep are’ distressed; impossible for any 
of Christ’s sheep to perish; if he doth not give eternal life to them 

‘all, then his truth must fail; the covenant-oath, promises of the 

» God of truth, must all be broken; our faith is yoidy-the gospel is of 
no effect; our comfort and joy arise from our being simple jin heart, 
firmly relying upon our Sayiour’s declaration, living upon his word, 
looking to him, and expecting without the least doubt, we shall 
most certainly be “kept by the power of God Tie pei unto 
salvation,’ 1 Pet. i dei 5> ands iat of 
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And he trembling and astonished, said, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do ?——Acts ix. 6. Pp pss i 


‘Sucu are the effects when sovereign grace reacheth a sinner’s 
heart. When the light of truth shines’ in the conscience, it makes 
the stoutest heart to tremble. When Jesus is manifested to the 
soul, it causes astonishment and creates love. Transient convictions 
of sin often beget horror of conscience, and they often pass away as 
the morning cloud and early dew. Such conversions are very com- 
mon; sinners are frequently turned from one sect and system. of 
opinions to another; yea, also their lives and practices may be re- 
formed, and they may seem to be converted; and often, where is 
‘the least cause, there is the greatest confidence ; especially, if such 
persons are confirmed in their hopes by great pretensions to expe- 
rience, and can talk much of ecstacies and raptures, visions and reve- 
lations, which they suppose came from God: while many: continue 
poor, trembling, self-emptied, and. low-abased souls, they know 
and feel nothing but sin and helplessness in themselves; yet froma 
discovery of the glory of Jesus and the perfection of his salvation, 
seek all in him, and expect all from him; but yet they..remain diffi- 
dent of their state and doubtful of their conversion ; they are exercised 
with great perplexity of mind at times concerning themselves.. In 
both cases time only manifests the truth of conversion. _ Effects best 
prove their cause, goth aE hepteniied ; re 
~ When Christ is revealed to ase heart 3 bates ia ati ve eye 
of faith, “sees him who is invisible,” itis manifested by holy mourn- 
ing and godly sorrow for past conduct, humble hope. and scripture 
confidence of salvation :' and this excites prayer to Jesus, for instruc- 
tion, “ Lord, what wilt thou: have me to do?” | The soul desires to 
obey his will in truth and love. The habitual frame of the soul » 
to Christ, his salvation, his truths and commandments, is a stronger 
evidence of real conversion than all the visions, ecstacies,. horror or 
transports which the passions-can yield. So St. Paul’s after conduct 
to Jesus and his cause, fully proved that. he: had felt the power and 
tasted the sweetness ofa Saviour’s love. Though every conversion is 
not produced in the same extraordinary manner St. Paul’s was, yet the - 
soul of every believer is’ turned to the very same object, Jesus, for 
whole salvation. ‘Thus “ Jesus, the exalted Prince and Saviour, 
gives repentance -and forgiveness of: sins. The witness of this 
is the Holy rhea ‘whom God tod to them who obey him,” — 
Acts. "a1; BQ Us Boe ye oi Syd Bi aa ae , 


As erent babes desire the breast, , Not by the terrors ots a ‘slave, ” 
To feed and 3 grow and ‘thri ive ; Our ‘souls’ ‘obey ‘Christ’s will ; 

So saints with joy the gospel taste, But with the noblest pow’rs we haye, 
And by the gospel live, We love and serve him still, 
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Go back again: for eee ens pe to thee ?—1 eee 
xix. 20. eg Pte a ete 


; Ir seems marvellous that the simple act of Elijah casting the 
skirts of his mantle upon Elijah, should cause him to Jeave oxen 
and plough, parents and habitation, to run after a stranger. Doubt- 
less there isa mystery of the Spirit under the history of the letter; 
the outward act of Elijah could not have had this effect, unless the 
inward power of the strong Lord had» accompanied it. So Peter 
‘might have cast his net and toiled all his days ere he had taken a 
fish with a piece of money in its mouth, unless the Lord Jesus had 
Peni this by his power. i me ; 

~ Elijah’s passing by Elisha and’ casting a mantle upon him, and 
‘the effect that followed, is a striking resemblance of the Lord, strong 
‘in power and wonderful in grace, passing by us poor sinners, and 
‘casting his mantle of love over us. Call to mind, disciples ; endea- 
vour daily to remember that time of love when thy gracious Saviour 
‘passed by, saw thee polluted in thy blood, immersed in busy care, 
when worldly hopes and carnal delights engrossed thy whole concern; 
no eye, no, not thine own, pitied thy precious immortal ‘soul; thou 
neither saw its misery, nor feared thy danger, But, saith thy 
‘Saviour, “when I passed by thee and looked upon thee, behold, 
thy time was a time of love,” Ezek. xvi. 8. O the mighty charm 
of divine love ! How’is the heart attracted and drawn after Jesus, as 
Elisha to Elijah. “So says the smitten soul to Jesus, “I will follow 
“thee :” and, like him, its affections are drawn from worldly objects, 
afid acts as the woman of Samaria when she found the Messiah ; she 
forgot her errand, and left her water-pot behind her, 
-« What manner of man is this,” said the disciples of this in 
astonishment, “that even the winds and the seas obey him?” Surely 
we may cry out in ‘admiration with St. John, “What manner of love ~ 
is this?” What a mighty God is Jesus, that the power ‘of his love 
attracts our stubborn. hearts, and causes us to follow him! What 
cause ever to admire the power, and adore the freeness of Jesus’ 
love ! It found us ere we sought it. Little did Elisha think, in the 
hour of his ploughing, of being «called'to the high honor of being 
the Lord’s prophet, Ab, what was thy employ when Jesus first 
cast his mantle over thee? Perhaps, like Paul, sinning with a high 
hand, employed in the devil’s drugery, in open rebellion, against a 
loving Saviour, and yet priding thyself in the filthy rags of thine 
own righteousness ; but now this is the joy and rejoicing of faith ; 
where God casts the mantle of his love, that soul he clothes with 
the robe of his Son’s righteousness. So “ grace reigns by Jesus 
Christ unto majong er Rom. vy. 21, eae 
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While we look not at the things which-are sen, but at the 
things which are not seen: for the things which are seen, 
are temporal ;, but the things which are not seen, are 
CLETAGL. —e DCOL. IV + cS aces sity mplomuast seagate poinmnailh askiliay 


Tux faith of the gospel stamps vanity upon the righteousness, 
glory and happiness of every object short of Jesus. When the 
soul beholds the King in his glory, it pours contempt upon all things 
beside ; all the transient objects of time and sense die in esteem 
while the crucified Saviour is in view ; this is our greatest gain, our 
chiefest glory. Far, infinitely béyond all the reasonings’ of vain 
philosophy, is the christian’s sight by faith, to reconcile his mind to 
afflictions, endure with patience under, and give victory over them. 
Thus Moses “ endured, seeing hin who is invisible,” Heb. xis 27. 
Though the eye of nattire hath fot seen, nor the uncircumtised ear 
hath heard, nor can the Carnal heart conceive the spiritual things of 
God’s covenant, Jesus’s incarnation, and the Spirit’s revelation 5 ‘yet 
the enlightened, heaven-born soul, sees these things in open vision 
by the eye of faith; tolook at them is his chief delight ‘and yoy, to 
obtain clearer views of them his daily study, to Converse and be 
more familiar with them is his chief happiness, ‘his’ heaven begun 
on earth; a strange mystery to his natural self'and to the carnal 
world, is the believing soul; to love and convérse with an ‘unseén 
Saviour, to look to invisible objects, to derive all happiness from 
things that are not seen; no marvel that there should beso great 
sight of opposition from fallen nature and carnal reason against such” 

‘Soul, eyer remember with humility and thankfulness, ouidear 
Saviour saith, “unto you it is given'to knew the mystery Of the — 
kingdom of God,” Mark iv. 11. “These things are hid from the 
wise and prudent.” © disciple, whilst thou dost adore the Father's 
love, dost rejoice in the Son’s grace, remember thou art who ly 
indebted for all this rich discovery to the divine Spitit; ‘give hin 
equal glory ; grieve not the Spirit, who is the glorifier of Jesus, by 
turning thine eyes to any other object for righteousness, peace, and 
happiness. Is Christ thine all? Are the unseen things of his'king- 
dom thy portion ? Be achaste virgin to thy Lord. “Where thy 
treasure is, there let thy heart be also.” Happy for thee to find with 
Paul, “T die daiiy.” Tam dying to the world whilé living in it ; I 
find and feel many pains and disorders in my frail body as sure fore- 
bodings of hastening dissolution ; I know perfeetly that the day of 
the Lord is coming, that each breath I draw brings nearer this 
solemn advent. - What then should I look.to? Upon what should my 
affections be placed ?: Blessed be God for revealing these eternal 
things as our portion. Be careful for nothing,” &¢. Phil. iy: 6. 
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Perfect, as pertaining to the conscience.—Heb. ix. 9.° 
Conscience, or an inward ‘perception of divine truth, ‘is not 
common to all men; when sin is charged upon it, it perceives its 
guilt, knows and feels miséry, andis filled with wrath. This is the 
peculiar glory and excellency of the gospel, it br ings relief to the 
conscience. We say, my mind to mea kingdom is; for we feel i in 
our minds the kingdom of Jesus. We enjoy somewhat more in 
Jesus than outward show and shadow ; even inwar dy substantial com- 
forts.» What was that lord, the. better for the miraculous plenty i in 
Samaria, when for his, unbelief, Elisha told. him, « thou shalt see 
it with. thine eyes, but shalt not eat of it! 2» 2 Kings vii. 1. The 
truths of Jesus do. not merely amuse our heads and engage our 
tongues, but we feed on them in our consciences. Like the patri- 
archs, Heb. xi—“ We embrace them” as the very joy of our souls. 
The blood of Christ; through the eternal Spirit, sprinkles our 
hearts from an evil or guilty conscience, brings pardon and peace 
of mind to our troubled conscience, cleansing to our defiled con- 
science, and, “by the resurrection of Jesus, we have the answer of 
a good conscience towards God,” 1 Pet. iii. 21. Herein we glory 
in being perfectionists ;, nothing but this can make us “perfect per- 
taining to the conscience ;” for the law maketh nothing perfect, but 
the bringing in of a better hope does ; Jesus is. our hope; by him 
we draw nigh to God; in his blood we perceive and know by faith we 
have a perfect atonement and perfect cleansing from all our sins, 
perfect deliverance from the condemnation of the law ; in his righte- 
ousness we are perfectly accepted and justified before God; this is 
our wedding / garment 5 this we have,. being married to the Lamb ; 
we dare not look to any thing else for perfection ; ; if we do, we feel. 
the smart of it; our conscience is defiled. That we may have and, 
keep a good conscience, purged: from dead works to serve the living 
God, we exercise our minds on Jesus ; so we rejoice in Jesus, and 
walk with him by faith. Conscience is the best friend or the worst 
enemy ; a sense of guilt makes it our worst enemy ; Jesus makes it 
our best friend. To maintain peace and perfection of conscience, 
observe first, the moment the guilt of sin is felt, confess it to Jesus, 
and pray him to take it away. Secondly, seek not that from the 
Jaw of works which can only be found in the gospel of grace, perfect 
salvation. Thirdly, look not for that in your selyes which is only in 
Jesus, perfect righteousness. Fourthly, expect not that in this 
world which can only be enjoyed i in the next, perfect freedom from 
all sin. § Jesus i is our rock, his. work is perfect,” Deut. XXxIi. A, 
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332 NOVEMBER 15. 
My God shall supply all your need, according to his hig 
in glory, by Christ Jesus.——Phil. iv. 19, 


Pavt, though an eminent saint, and a great apostle, was yet a 
man of like passions, a poor sinner, even’as others. Yet, with what: 
amazing boldness and confidence he speaks of what his God shall do ! 
Though he had never been admitted into the secret counsels of the 
glorious trinity ; yet the holy Spirit had well instructed him, in the 
covenant transactions of Jehovah. He well knew the nature of the 
everlasting covenant: that it was “ordered in all things” in infinite: 
wisdom and eternal love : that all the graces and blessings contained. 
in it, are sure toall the heirs of promise. As soon might a God 
of truth prove false, a God of faithfulness be | pemaaess as‘any one of 
his promises in Jesus to his people fail. “ 

Such is the security of the covenant; such the confidence of faith. 
God the Father is the fountain ; the Son the treasury ; and the Spirit 
the dispenser of all grace. Believers’ needs are God’s concerns. 
They shall have a rich supply for all their wants. The value of 
their supplies, are enhanced to the highest degree. Not only riches, 
but riches in glory; glorious riches. They receive all from glory, 
and all comes to them through the glorified man Jesus Christ. He’ 
is their “Friend who loveth at all times: their brother who was 
born for adversity.” Inthe hour of our distress and «in the time of. 
our need, we too often forget that we have such a God and Saviour 
to trust in and call upon. Instead of looking to a ‘throne of grace, 
we pore over our dunghill of corruptions ; here we are sure to find — 
nothing but misery, poverty, and sin. Is there suchan inexhaustible — 
fund of riches in Christ Jesus ?: Is it for the poor and needy? Dis- 
honorable thought of Jesus, ever to imagine he is an unconcerned 
spectator of our wants, or that he will withhold when we need. | Nay, 
but he “knows how to have compassion.”? He is touched with a 

tender sympathy, “ a feeling sense of ‘our infirmities,” Heb. iv.’ 15: 
“ Trust in him at all times, ye people, pour out your hearts before 
him, eos isarefuge for us;” and the Psalmist adds, “Selah,” Psa. 
‘Ixii. 8 ~ Consider this well, spread it before your minds, just as we 
put ae! 'B. for Nota Bene; take special notice of this, it is of the 
greatest importance. axe api our unbelief. Pkwerre Eerie Pe 


‘ . Ri ees e ve Ai OF pie ia 
| When in the light of faith divine Inhim my vast desires are fill’d, 
We look on things below, = Aid allmy pow’rs rejoice. - 
Honor, and gold, and sensual j joy... Inyain the world accosts my ear, 
How. vain and dangerous too. And tempts my heart anew ; 
God is mine all-sufficient aid, : I cannot buy your bliss so dear, 


My portion and my ehoice; + _ Nor part with heay’n for you. | 
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But rather rejoice, because your names are written in hea= 
ven.—Luke x. 20. 


Ir is matter of great joy to faithful ministers of the gospel to 
see the work of their Lord prosper in their hands, satan dethroned, 
and the kingdom of Jesus set up in the hearts of poor sinners. 
Our Lord by no means discourages rejoicing on this account: but 
his loving heart would not have it terminate and centre in this only 5 
for their success may abate, a season may come when they may take 
up this lamentation, “Lord, who hath believed our report ?”? we sce 
no more tokens of thy victorious grace. .. Therefore, lest their hands 
should hang down, and their hearts grow dejected and faint in their 
labours, he directs them to an inexhaustible fountain of consolation 
and joy: “Your names. are written in heaven.” - Always rejoice in 
this. Remember you’ are always, “unto God a sweet savour of 
Christ, as well in them that perish as in them that are saved,” 
2 Corin 15. a — ee ee 

‘This is also a sweet lesson to every christian. It is, doubtless, 
cause of great joy to find and feel the power of sin and satan sub- . 
dued, corrupt lusts mortified, disorderly passions -restrained, unruly 
appetites brought into subjection, and the meekness and power of 
Christ to have the rule and government in one’s heart. For these 
spiritual blessings we are inexpressibly indebted to the Holy Spirit, 
through the faith of Jesus. Notwithstanding, «in this rejoice not”! 
(only and chiefly) saith Jesus. He leads us from the’streams to the 
fountain ; from the effects to the cause. “ Rather ‘rejoice because 
your names are written in heaven.” In times of heaviness, through 
manifold temptations, frames may vary. In seasons of darkness, 
feelings and comforts may decline, “nevertheless the foundation of 
God standeth. sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that 
are his,” 2 Tim. ii. 19.. But can any one. know that his name is. 
written in the book of life? Doubtless: else there is no meaning in 
our Lord’s words. How can one rejoice on this account, if he do 
not know it? Though we cannot read the book of life, yet we have 
the records of truth. ‘These reveal it plainly, and assure us; We . 
are the children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus; Gal.- iti. 26. If. 
we have faith in Jesus, the faith of God’s elect, this is an evidence — 
of our adoption, and we may, we ought to rejoice. So Paul, who 
had the mind ef Christ, speaking of some whose names are written 
in the book of life, immediately adds, « Rejoice in the Lord alway ; 
and again I say rejoice,” Phil. iv. 4. But may not our names be 
blotted out? No; that is impossible. We are assured, “whatsoever. 
God doeth it shall be for ever ; nothing can be put toit or taken from 
it,”. Eccles, iii. 14. 

Vou. I. 
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334 NOVEMBER 17. 
| He is. our peace. —Eph. ik Dd.wepereieie eer, b 


Wun Jehu came to take possession of the crown of Israel, Jeza- 
bel put this (as she thought) cutting question, ‘“ Had Zimri peace 
who slew his master?” 2 Kings, ix. 31. As. Jehu was called and 
aneinted to be king of Israel, according to the word of the Lord, 
so is every christian called and anointed by the word and Spirit 
to the kingdom of Jesus. “He hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father, to him be glory,” &c. Rev,i. 6... . 

. But ere we take possession of our crown of glory, we must expect 
many severe and aggravating questions from the mouth of the 
adversary on earth. . Verily, he hath great reason to urge the most 
cruel treatment, and-to charge upon us the yilest behaviour to 
our master, Jesus ; that, bloody deed, of crucifying the Lord of life 
and. glory was caused by our sins... Nota transgression a disciple of 
Jesus commits, but the precious blood.of his master was spilt for, 
The life of sin, and love of sin, is in our nature ; and the law of 
sin is in our members, and while we are, daily exposed to sin in our 
practice, satan like a powerful Assyrian army, will invade our land 
of nature, and attack the peace of our souls. , What can we do? If 
we deny his charge, and say, ‘“ Wehaye no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us.” Acknowledge his accusations we must ; 
vall in nature, reason, and conscience, unite to witness against us, 
But shall this’ destroy thé comfort, of our rainds, the. hope. of our, 
souls, and the peace of our hearts? Then how small our knowledge ! 
‘how feeble our faith | how weak our hearts in the grace which is in 
Christ Jesus! All the power of darkness, all the curses of the law, 
all the accusations of sin, blessed, for ever blessed be the grace of 
eur God, cannot, shall not overthrow this soul-comforting, Christ- 
- exalting, love-exciting truth; this man, even Jusus, who was born 
in Bethichem, and. died at. Calvary, “ he. is, owr peace, he hath 
made peace by the blood of his cross,’’ Col. i. 20,. The everlast- 
ing gospel proclaims it ; the eternal law. of love confirms it ; by faith 
. we receive the joyful news of it; by the Spirit. our souls enjoy the 
“sweet sense of it; by the. word, the blessed Spirit stirs up our pure 
minds by exhortations and examples to look unto Jesus, look off 
from every other hope, turn from every other object. His name; 
his nature, his offices, his work, all speak f#eace to poor, guilty, 
self-condemned: souls, whose only. hope. is. Jesus. The work .of 
(Jusus’) righteousness ’shall be peace ; and the effect of (his) righ- 
teousness, quietness and assurance for ever, Isa. mxxil. 17. 


“Oy let our voices never cease pide Tt cost him ofies and cos. 
"Posing the Saviour’s name; _ °°" To bring usneartoGod; 

_ Jesus, th’ ambassador of peace; Great was our debt, and he appears 
_ How cheerfully he came ! ».  Tomake the payment good. 
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Tfwe say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 
ts not in. us.—1 John i. 8. 


SINCERE upright souls before God, the scriptures deem fier- 
fect. They are free from hypocrisy and dissimulation ; they judge 
and speak of themselves according to truth; Christ who is essentially 
the truth, dwelleth in their hearts by faith; the Spirit leads. them 
into all truth, concerning themselves and salvation in Christ. Satan, 
who abode not in the truth, is ever blinding souls to the truth, striv- 
ing: to seduce them from the truth, and to make them not only 
deceive others, but themselves also.. He never baits his hook with 
‘a more alluring bait than pride. He aims to make us think of our 
selves more highly than we ought to think, and to judge of ourselves, 
and say, “Iam not like other men,’? I have no siny I am perfect, 
This is the very essence of Phariseeism. ce tft om 

That very moment any soul says so, he. is under the influence of 
“a lying, deceitful spirit ; “he bridleth not his tongue, he deceiveth 
his own heart, his religion is vain,’? James i.-26. “ He flattereth 
himself in his own eyes, till his iniquity be found hateful,” Psalm 
“xxxvi. 2. Butif we see no sin, if we feel no sin in us, are we not 
to tell of our happy state? Is not Jesus glorified hereby who hath 
“thus perfectly saved us? Seeing and fecling! If one in a high 
fever says, “Iam quite well, I feel no disorder,’ we are sure he 
has adeeeitful sense, he is not in‘his right mind. Alas! our senses: 
are deceitful judges; they may delude us; they most certainly do, 
if they testify contrary to the truth of God?s word. Qur Saviouris 
only glorified by the truth, What! shallwe give the lie to the 
' Spirit of truth and the word of truth, under pretence of glorifying 
» Jesus ?. Beware, O soul, “satan transforms himself into an angel.of 
light, and makes thee think and say, thou hast no sin,” for another 
“reason than to glorify Christ, even to glorify thyself im thine own . 
“eyes, and in the sight of others. Hear confident Peter. Little did 
~ he think what was in his heart when he said, (perhaps he saw no sin, 
mor felt no sin at that time) “Though I die with thee, yet will L not 
‘deny thee.” Think of his awful fall, his horrid oaths and dreadful 
' imprecations, and be humble, - Awful effects are not wanting in our 
“day, of such whom satan has puffed up with this unscriptural notion 
‘of being sinless ; but dreadful effects have followed... The higher 

_ the elevation, the greater the fall, Qvsoul, ever remember, “thou 
‘standest by faith; this leads us entirely out of ourselves to.the per- 
fection of Jesus? Be not high-minded, exalted with the notions of a 
‘state contrary to God’s truth, here styled self-deceit,. but fear ;” 
ever be afraid of setting up thyself in opposition to the positive 
assertions of the Spirit of truth. He who says he has no sin, com- 
mits sin in saying so; for he Jies, the truth is not in him, he is 
deceived by the father of lies, 


a 
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This is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life : 
and this life is in his Son :. he that hath the Son hath 
bifeconudolan, VoL 1y:A2- vicins giiae | | 
. Sovereren power permits man to fall. Guilt fills the wretched 


pair with dread, and cuts off all hope in God, all claim upon him. 
Hence our first parents “fled from the presence of the Lord, and 


hid themselves.” Sovereign love interposed, and the poor, guilty, 


trembling partners in woe were called before their highly-offended, 
justly provoked Lord. Was it.to behold him clothed with ven- 


-geance? To hear the sentence of their eternal doom to destruction ? 


To see hell opened to receive them? Nos beastonished,O heavens ! 
Rejoice ye apostate children of hell-deserving parents! . They were 
to hear a record of what was transacted in the eternal court and 


counsel of heaven, published on earth. This, instead of wrath, 


brought mercy ; instead of woe, blessing ;, instead of eternal death, 


everlasting life ; instead of a hell of misery, a heaven of happiness 
to their trembling hearts. ' < 


~ Fallen man came not to meet God, to sue for pardon, and entreat 


grace, but fled his presence. But the Lord follows sinful man with 


- < 


love in his heart ; not'to: propose terms of accommodation or condi- 


tions of-peace, but to proclaim)the joyful news of eternal life as the 
free gift of free favor, unmerited grace, unconditional mercy, in 
and by the seed of the woman, Jesus Christ.. Glorious record of 


love !: Blessed testimony of life! Joyful tidings of grace ! Hast thou 
heard, known, and believed this record 2? “ Praise the Lord, O my 
soul, and all that is within me praise his holy name.”?. Behold and 
admire the wisdom, as well as the love of thy God. In this rejoice 


always; be humble continually. “Life, eternal life, is given us. 


This life is in God’s beloved:Son, therefore can never be lost and 
forfeited, «Our life is hid with Christin.God.” O, if Jesus dwells 
in our hearts by faith, we have God’s. beloved Son, we have eternal 
life. The report of this is joyful to.our-ears.. The enjoyment of 


this enters our hearts; creates our present heaven, and fills us with 


joyful hopes of future glory. We have the strongest confidence, the 


fullest assurance to animate our. souls, “ Because I live, saith the 
head, ye (my+ members)’ shall, live also; John xiv. 19. God hath 
given-us eternal life. He is faithful, he will not revoke his own | 


precious free gift. Jesus hath overcome every enemy and opposer | 


_ that might prevent our enjoyment of eternal life. ‘The holy. Spirit 


hath effected such an union to Jesus, as can never bé’broken. «We 


are joined unto the Lord, and are one spirit,” 1 Cor, vi, 17. 


Look up, my ‘soul, to him, ; ls a - And humbly view the living ‘stream, — 
Whose death was thy deserty “Flow fvom hile piereed hearty 
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fide not thy face from for me; put not thy servant away 
in anger: thou hast been my help ; leave me not, neither 
Jorsake me, O God of my salvation..—Psalm xxvii. 9. 


© Love never faileth :” it ever worketh in the heart of disciples 
towards its beloved object. Love cannot bear distance or separation 
from Jesus; the thought of it is grievous and painful; the dread of 
it makes the soul plead, fills the mouth with arguments, lest the 
poor heart should losé the sweet sense and comforting savour of the 
_love of ‘God. His presence is its heaven, his absence, ‘is its hell : 
his smiles create joy, his frowns bring gloom and sorrow on the 
mind. When the heart feels a sensible withdrawing of God, and 
| the light of his countenance is hid, it cannot but be restless and un- 
“easy. Real believers experience christiahity to be more than’ a 
‘name—doctrines ‘more than mere speculations to fiil the hand and 
amuse the thoughts—in ordinances, ‘somewhat more is enjoyed than 
‘a dull round and formal attendance upon them. Christianity is a 
life of love: it consists in knowing and enjoying the God of truth, 
“of faithfulness, and of love in his ordinances. pity 
Therefore a loving soul most of all*fears the anger of ‘its loving 
‘Father; it dreads'to be put away in displeasure, though but for a 
“moment. To be left to-one’s self, O, this calls up one’s cries and 
~ tears, and urges one to plead hard with one’s dear Saviour. » “« Thou 
‘hast been my help.” ‘ Past experiences of the love and power of its 
“Lord are remembered, and urged asa plea for present help and 
“future hope.” God’s precious promises of faithfulness and truth; O 
“they are beheld as “ fitly spoken, like apples of gold in pictures of 
silver,” Proy. xxv. 11. “Past love cannot be forgotten ; past mer- 
‘cies are recalled. What the Lord is ‘still, in the appropriations’ of 
faith, is pleaded, “Forsake menot.” Why so? Because “thou art 
“the God of my salvation.” To whom should we go but to thee, O 
“Jesus? Thou hast the words of eternal life. Forsake not the work 
‘of thine own hands: the soul for whom thou didst toil and suffer, 
“bleed and die. There is salvation in ‘thee, and in no other. J 
have found it so. Arise, O' thou’sun of righteousness, scatter the 
‘clouds of darkness, the mists of sin, and fogs of unbelief; recall 
“my wandering steps; revive my drooping spirit; “ Bring near thy 
“’galvation in present peace and love.” ‘Such will be the cries and 
‘pleadings of Jesus-loving hearts. Such are the genuine actings of 
“that faith which worketh by love. “It ever hath'a God in Christ for 
its object, his faithfulness and truth for its support, his promises 
for its pleas, his ‘glory for its aim, and the comfortabla sense: and 
enjoyment of his love as its portion and heaven. Whom have I in 
heaven but thee? and there is none on earth that I desire besides 
thee,” Psalm Ixxili. 25. 
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Thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his 
ways: to give knowledge of salvation unto his people 
by the remission of their sins.—-Luke, 1. 76, 77. 


THE day of gospel-truth, like the light of the morning, breaks 
forth gradually upon the benighted soul, and it increaseth to mid-day 
brightness and glory. “The path of the justifiediis like the’ shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”” Thus it 
is in the experience of enlightened souls. The light of God’s word 
manifests the truth as it is in Jesus, gradually ; it discovers con- 
demnation and guilt by the law, and grace and pardon by the gospel. 
The baptist dispensation prepares the way in the heart before the 
soul enjoys the sweet sense of pardon of sins through the faith in 
Jesus. The law is a voice only of wrath and terror to the soul; it 
leaves the poor sinner in the dreadful state it finds him; it pronoun- 

ces nothing but curses upon him; it can shew him no remedy; it 
points to no hope; to work wrath in the conscience and to gaa 
is all the broken law can do. ; 1 Shae Me OT 
The voice of the baptist cries to the soubi ina oildorianiemeante but 
itis rather the hoarse cry of austere severity than the charming, 
melodious voice of peace and love ; it calls to baptism of repentance, - 
a confession of sins, a change of mind concerning former hopes of 
salvation, and also a change of life and practice. The poor sinner 
is hereby “ warned to flee from the wrath to come’—is pointed to 
“the lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world.” Most 
souls seem to be brought under this’ dispensation ; ; some continue for 
a long season in it; they are in’ suspense between hope and fear con- 
cerning their state. The Spirit of wisdom sees meet it should be so. 
The name of Jesus is precious to them ; his word is their hope ; 
his pr omises the stay of their souls. The kingdom of Jesus is at 
hand in knowledge and comfort: | Salvation by Christ is made 
known to them: butas yet they do not enjoy the assurance of their’ 
interest in, and the knowledge that their sins are forgiven through 
the blood of Christ’ They are the people of God, though they are 
not fully assured of it, not havingtyet received “the baptism of remis- 
sion of sins” by the Spirit of adoption ;»but pardon is: the certain 
privilege of believing souls; itis sure, by the promise ofa faithful 
God; itis obtained by the precious blood of Jesus; it assuredly 
shall be enjoyed as the sift of the comforting Spirit.“ The vision’ 
is yet for an appointed” time; but at the end it shall ‘speak, and not 
lie: ‘though it 'tarry,) wait for it, because it will surely come, it will’ 
not tarry.“ The just shall live by faith,” Habbakwii. 3,4) As sure 
as John the baptist has prepared the way in thy heart, «the Lord 
whom thou seekest shall” suddenly come to his temple,” Mal. lil, I, 
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Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thine heart : wait, I say, on the Lord. 
Psalm xxvii. 14. 


199 


- © Bg of good courage !” Alas, how can one be so, when all 
sense and feeling tend to dishearten the mind and deject the soul ? 
Lively frames in duty, sweet enlargements of heart, heavenly trans- 
ports of joy, delightful ecstacies of faith, rayising tastes of love, 
all, all, like Noah’s dove, have taken their flight: and I fear,- ‘says 
the drooping soul, never, never more to return. Truly, like Heze- 
kiah, “1 mourn as adove, mine eyes fail with looking upward, O 
Lord I am oppressed, undertake for me,” Isa. xxxvili. 14. Still, 
saith the comforter by his word, “ Be of good courage.” Remem- 
ber thy calling : It is to live by faith, to honor thy Lord, and be 
obedient to his word. Thou hast the sentence of death in thyself, 
that thou shouldst not trust in: thyself, lest thine heart depart from 
thy Lord. Not frames and feelings, bat God’s love and promises in 
Christ Jesus to sinners, are the foundation of hope. These are 
abundantly sufficient to inspire the soul with courage, yea pies stem 
cd to'go on in the ways of the Lord. f 

' Here isthe steadiness of faith ; to cleave to Jesus, to aisle a the 
riith, steadily to persevere in the paths of duty in the course of 
obedience to him. Shall this ever be suspended because we have 
not lively frames and joyful feelings ?. How would this prove that we 
walk by faith, and that our eye is single to Christ's glory? Nay, we 
shall then serve the Lord only by fits and starts of sense and passion, 
‘rather than by the uniform, consistent obedience of faith. The 
Lord’s word is our rule of duty; his promises our support; his grace 
is sufficient for us; his strength is made perfect in our weakness. 
If our hearts are weak, that we cannot run with alacrity the way of 
God’s commandments as we desire,. so. much the more reason have | 
we for our souls to wait on the Lord for the times of refreshiag from 
his presence. He will strengthen our hearts, “ for he giveth power 
to the faint, and to them that have no might he increaseth strength,” 
Isa. xl. 29. “ Wait I say on the Lord.” David repeats the injunc- 
tion, with a holy fervor, both to his own soul and to others. God 
has promised, expect fulfilment. Here is the exercise of FAITH, 
trust in the Lord Christ for what we stand in need of: HOPE, ex- 
pecting to receive all from*‘him ; 3 of flatience, waiting continually upon 
him. Most precious promise! “ ‘They that wait upon the Lord 
' shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, and they shall walk and not faint,” 
Isa, xl.31. The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, 
and into the patient waiting for Christ,” 2 Thess. ili. 5, 
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Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.—Heb. xi. 1, 


Happiness, that inestimable jewel, every man is in search after. 
But to seek it from objects unseen and invisible to our natural senses, 
is a downright paradox, and will be ever condemned as the greatest 
absurdity in the judgment of depraved sense and carnal reason, In 
the knowledge, love, and enjoyment of God, true happiness alone 
consists. The only living and true God hath revealed himself in 
Christ Jesus. This is the christian’s God. He knows no other. 
It is a blessed truth built upon and supported by the word of God. 
By faith this subsists in his mind, and is clear and evident te his new- 
born soul. 

From this inward believing, “ That God was in Chean reconciling 
the world to himself,” O what an extensive prospect for hope ariseth ! 
God in Christ ; the promises all in Christ; he that believeth is in 
Christ. Christ dwelleth in his heart by fuith : ail the blessings of 
time ; all the glories of eternity are sure. They are settled by: the 
yea and amen of God, upon such believing souls. Shall any bold 
emissary from satan, demand of such a soul, “ What right hast thou 
to the inheritance of this good land ?. Abraham’s sons haye Abra- 
ham’s plea. It is mine by promise.; by faith I sojourn in it. God’s 
promise is faith’s claim. . What he has spoken is the ground or sub- 
sistence of hope. But may not other witnesses stand up and declare 
_ against the christian ? Yea, doubtless, many ; from the old man, the 
flesh, satan, and the law. But the first is under sentence of death, 
his witness is invalid. Satan is a known liar from the beginning, 
ther efore no credit is to be given to him ; ; the evidence of law is out 
of date ; it is superceded, by the promise ; « for the law, which was 
four hundred and thirty years after the covenant, which was confimed 
by God in Christ, cannot disannul it, that it should make the pro- 
mise of none effect,” Gal. iii, 17,. But. biessed be our Lord, though 
lie suffers his children to be attacked by many adversaries, he doth 
not leave himself without a witness and an evidence in their hearts. 
Though each one of them cannot say, I know Lama child of God, yet 
the weakest believer i in Jesus hath the evidence of truth; the wit- 
ness in himself, of the reality; and. ‘certainty of in visible objects, 
“ things not seen ;” of things past in the eternal covenant of grace 
and peace ; 3 of things i in time, the finished work. of Jesus ; : of things 
to come, the glories of an eternal world ; ; and amidst opposition 
from every quarter, here is the proof of the inward subsistence and. 
evidence of spiritual and invisible obj jects, in their jonging for strong- 
er faith inthem, and ‘clearer knowledge and enjoyment. ef them. 
“To every one that hath shall be Se, and he shall have abundance,’* 
Matt. xxv. 29, 
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The word of God which effectually worketh Sead in you. 
that believe.—1 T hess. i dics he 


A proczamation of grace from an earthly king has reduced the 
most desperate and hardened rebels to lay down their arms and pro-— 
mise true allegiance. But though the word of God is a proclamation 
of free grace, glad tidings of full pardon; though replete with the 
most tender expostulations and the most endearing invitations, yet 
so abominable is our perverseness, so dating our obstinacy, that we 
should remain deaf to every call, and continue hardened in our rebell- 
ion against the most high God, till we fall victims to his justly de- 
served wrath. For unbelief shuts up every avenue of the soul against 
the light, truth, peace, and love of the word of God. But, O amaz- 
ing love! lie in the dust, O my soul! adore the power of our all- 
conquering Saviour! The gracious Spirit makes gracious words — 
effectual. Hence faith esteems every portion of the gospel as the 
food, the life, the j joy of the soul. By the agency of the Spirit the 
word becomes powerful to beget faith, and then works effectually in 
believing hearts. 

Those speak unadvisedly who call the word of God a dead letter. 
Indeed St. Paul saith, “ the letter killeth ;” but this can never prove 
God’s word to be dead. That which is dead itself cannot kill. We 
should distinguish between the letter of the law that killeth all flesh, 
and the gospel of grace that worketh life and salvation in all who 
believe. When we read the word of God, we should never ¢onsi- 
der it distinct from the essential and personal word, Jesus. He is 
emphatically styled the word of God—Rev. xix. 13. He who execut- 
ed all the purposes of the word of truth, works effectually in the 
hearts of the children of faith. Hence, the once despised and lightly 
esteemed Nazarene is known, believed in, and loved as most oe 
cious; “the chiefest amneng ten thousand, yea as altogether lovely.” 
God’s precious promises in Jesus, once wholly unregarded, are how 
sweetly prized: they are beheld as sweetly ranged and profusely 
scattered through every page of the lively oracles. ‘he Spirit’s hely 
gifts and sanctifying graces are pleaded as God's blessed charter of — 
free-grace. All his sovereign edicts and absolute declarations of 
grace and salvation, instead of being pr oudly cavilied against, are 
bowed to with humility. In the word of our King there is power. 
Sin and satan are dethroned in the heart, and Jesus rules and reigns 
in the soul. Thus the word of God is quick and powerful; thus it 
works effectually to salvation. 


This is the word of truth and love May but this grace my soul renew, 
Sent to the nations from above ; Let sinners gaze and hate me too; 
Jehovah in his word doth shew | The word that saves me does engage 
What his almighty arm can do, A sure defence from all their rage. 


Vor. I, fs 
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For me toliveis Christ, and to die is gain.—Phil. i. 21. 
O uarpy, happy soul ! who can thus say with Paul, “in life, 

in death, Christ is my gain!” Verily, if thou believest on the Son 


of God, thou mayest... Thou also hast the same right and the same 
reason as he had. Paul was a poor sinner, even as thou art; but 


Christ was all his gain: so he is to thee and every one who believes 


in him. Come christian, let us, like the wise trader, state our.ac- 
counts of loss and gain. and see the sum total this day. In self-right- 
eousness before God, peace with God, love to God, hope in God, 
power to please God, enjoyment of God, the life of our souls, yea, 
our souls themselves are aillost. We are all a lump of sin, bank- 
rupt sinners, insolvent debtors to law and justice, and are exposed to 
lie for ever-in the prison of hell. Awful loss. 

| What is our gain : 2 Inestimable riches ! nothing less than pre- 
cious Christ, and a precious. salvation! O, is his dear 1 name enrolled 
in the book of our hearts? Can we read Jesus there? Then zn Christ 
we have perfect righteousness before God, full acceptance with God, 
free access to God, love from God, peace with God, hope. of enjoy- 
ing, yea, present fellowship with God ; we are his children in Christ 
Jesus; all that he has is ours; every. attribute. and perfection of 
Jehovah are engaged for us; his Spirit is ours, to make us holy and 
happy here, and to lead us to eternal felicity hereafter. But, saith 
the poor ‘believing sinner, “I am put to a.stand in my reckoning ; 
though Christ is my gain, yet I haye not entirely lost my burden, sin. 
Sin is still alive inme.” Stop not, O soul, reckon on. Though we 
have sin, feel sin raging and rebelling, what then ? In Christ we have 
gained a sacrifice for it, and redemption from it. His precious blood 
hath taken away all the guilt of sin from us, and all the wrath due to 


us from the justice of God. Soit stands upon record i in the court, of | 


heaven, and the Holy Ghost is witness of it on earth; " therefore re- 
cord this in the court of conscience. Faith can shew a discharge from 
the guilt of sin and the curse of the law, ther efore reckon yourselves 
tobe dead indeed unto sin. Dead indeed, how emphatic ! yes S) as 
much dead to sin asa corpse buried under ground 5 and as much, alive 
to God in Christ, as though you had never committed _one sin, nor 
have any sin in you. “For, O precious. words ! the law of the Spirit 


of life in Christ. Jesus, hath made us free from. the law of sin, and 


death,” Rom, viii, 2., Thus in Christ we gain a perfect victory . over. 
sin and the law. But. say, will sin. destroy, our mortal bodies ?, let 
it; this is all it can do; it cannot hurt our immortal’ souls ; Pap tos 
thanks be to God, in Christ we have a complete. victory. over death ; 
Christ is our gain in death. We shall lose nothing by death but sin 
and sorrow: we shail gain—what ? Eternal glory.” “We shall be 


with our Jesus,” John xvii. 24.. . 


- 
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‘Behold! he cometh with clouds ; and every eye shall see 
him,.——Rey. i. 7. 


Wrru what ardor of heart may every believer cry out, blessed 
be God, every hour brings nearer the solemn advent, the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus! “O christians, 
now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed.” Comes 
thou once despised Nazarene, thou once crucified Saviour: he shall 
come ; he will come quickly, and be seen in human form. Shall we 
not see those wounds and scars in his body, the tokens of his inesti- 
mable love to and perfect victory of his cross for us poor sinners? 
How joyful in the exercise of faith, the fervor of love, the expectas 
tion of hope, is this contemplation! This quells the fears of nature, 
mortifies its lusts, subdues its corruptions. To this end are we born 
again of the Spirit, that we should enjoy the visions of faith, see 
Jesus, live by faith upon him, have fellowship with him in the suffer- 
ings of his cross, and long for his appearing in glory. Then shall we 
share with him in the glories of his kingdom. “ He shall come to 
be gloried im his saints, and admired én all them that believe. 

“Whence then our dejection of mind, our fear of death, our un- 
willingness “to be absent from the body, that we may be present 
with the Lord? Truly, all this ariseth from the mystery of iniquity 
which worketh in us. But here is our wisdom, to oppose the mys- 
tery of faith to that. Never venture to think of your own dying, with- 
out considering the death of Jesus ; look not at your own sins, with 
out looking at the blood of Jesus ; think not a moment of his appear- 
ing asa judge, without remembering him as our precious Saviour ; 
‘dwell not on the glory and majesty of his eternal power and Godhead, 
without reflecting on his humble form, his manhood state ; conceive 
not of himasa king and lawgiver, without considering him as a pr 1est 
to atone for our sins, an advocate to plead our cause, and our forerun- | 
ner entered into the heavens for us ; forso shall we daily prove, that . 
we are more than conquerors over every foe that opposeth the holi- 
ness and comfort of ‘our souls, through Jesus who loved: us. “ Be- 
hold, he cometh !” O' joyful day ! most’ desirable sight ! then our 
sorrows, our fears shall forever cease. Then our eyes shall see our 
dearest friends ; our foes, that we this day find and feel, we shall see 
no more forever. “To them that look for him, shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto “salvation.” 60, lift up om heads 
with joy, 4 zat ee se tetiovil night Riad ca 


ae Pe 
Christ is the man, th’ exalted man, Those soft, those blessed feet of ofthja, 
- Whom we unseen adoré : . That onee rude iron tore, ; 

But when our eyes behold his face, High on a throne of light they stand,” 


Our hearts shall love him more. And all the saints adore, 
“4S 4 
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Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterwards re- 
ceive me to glory.—Psalm lxxiil. 24. 


Twat is a precious caution of our loving Saviour, “ Judge not 
according to the appearance,” John vii, 24. St. Paul reproves 
saints, “Do ye look on things after the outward appearance ?” 
2 Cor.x. 7. Through this conduct, saints in all ages have puzzled 
their minds, distressed their souls, and have been tempted to hard 
thoughts of their God. They have not “ judged righteous judg- 
ment,” in respect to carnal men and the dispensations of God’s 
providence to them. So we see Job greatly exercised, (Job xxi-7.) 
and Asaph in the above Psalm. But after the cloud of carnal rea- 
soning and unbelief passed over their minds, the sun of glory and 
truth shone again with splendor upon them; then faith puts torth 
its lively exercises and sweet approbations of God. “OQ my God 
and Saviour, I see thy ways to‘man are just! Righteous art thou, 
O Lord, thou art my God, I will love thee; Thou shalt guide me 
by thy counsel,” &c. As the Lord is often said to make a covenant ° 
with his people when it was only renewing his old covenant of grace 
and love in Christ Jesus, so faith frequently makes a fresh choice 
of, claim to, and glory in the Lord Jesus. .“ My counsel shall 
‘stand, and I will do all my pleasure, saith the Lord,” Isa. xlvi. 10. 
Amen, saith the believing heart. By thy word and Spirit guide me 
continually ; I cannot guide myself. Jesus be thou my guide, my 
companion, and my familiar friend. Sf o<3 

Blessed christian ! though in Paul’s case, Acts xxvii. 20—“ When 
neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, when no small tem- 
pest is upon thee, and all hope of being saved seems taken away,” 
yet Jesus is at the helm. Thy vessel shall ride out every storm; 
he will guide safe to the haven of glory and blessedness. Some 
persons seem so wholly taken up with prying into the secret purposes 
and inscrutable depths of God’s decrees, that they take-no heed to 
their steps, but, like the philosopher who was so intent in observing 
the starry heavens, that being careless of his walk he fell into a 
ditch. Not God’s secret purposes, but his revealed truths are the 
objects of our faith: “his word is a light to our feet;” by that 
he counsels and directs us. The gracious Spirit leads and guides 
his children in the paths of peace and holiness. It is true, the path 
to glory is unpleasing to the flesh, and therefore is ever opposed by 
it; but as there is a disposition in regenerate souls: to long for glory, 
so also a love in them to God’s word and the way of holiness. In 
this the children of God are manifest, . All such, God will most 

- certainly receive to glory. ; «“ As many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God,” Rom. viii, 14.00 


— 
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Zealous of good works.——Tit. ii. 14.. 


Caxt to mind, disciple of Jesus, how in times past thou didst 
walk according to the course of this world, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind ; and yet the God of this world so blinded 
thine eyes, and so deceived thine heart (strange infatuation !) ‘that 
thou didst talk of and trust in even what had no existence, thine 
own good works. Glory to the rich grace of our Saviour, who 


delivers us from the natural notions of our corrupt reason, the pride 


of our free-will, and the vain confidence of our own righteousness ! 
Now ail our glorying is in Jesus ; for though by nature we are slaves 
to our lusts, in bondage to iniquity, our minds defiled, our conscien- 
ces impure, and therefore to every good work reprobate, yet such 


-was the love of Jesus to us, that “he gave himself for us.” He 


hath redeemed us fromall iniquity ; he hath pur ified us unto himself 
as a peculiar people, “zealous of good works.” By the knowledge 
of faith we are persuaded Jesus loves us, delights in us, grants us _ 
peculiar familiarity with himself, bestows peculiar blessings on. us, 
and hath made peculiar provisions for us, both in time and eternity. 
Hence christians are inspired with a peculiar zeal for good works; a 
zeal according to godiiness.. We love, our Ged and only Saviour ; 


‘therefore we delight to serve and study to glorify him in our souls and 


bodies. Our sinful lusts and passions are contrary to him; therefore, 
as assisted, we daily striye and pray to mortify and subdue them. 
To do good to the souls and bodies of all men, especially to them 
that are of the houschold of faith, is well pieasing to the Lord; 
therefore it is the joy of our hearts to abound in those things. Here 
true zeal centers, that we do good from a good principie, love to 
God ; from a good motive, Jesus hath commanded it; witha good 
aim, that the glory of his name, the honor and interest of his cause 
may be advanced in the world by us. . Such a zeal stabs the pride of 
self-seeking ‘and vain glorying ; for our best works, our chiefest 


os good, i is to glorify our God and Saviour. Godly souls blush there- 


fore, and are grieyed to the very heart when a thought | arises of 
doing any good werk to procure the favor of God or to secure his 
love to our souls, or to entitle us to’ his kingdom. This is to glorify 
ourselves. But we have not so learned Christ as to oppose God's 
free-grace truths, dishonor a God. of love, degrade the glory of our 
precious Saviour, for we give all the glory to him, as having done 


-all for us. We see salvation finished by him, and glory secured to 
_us in him; therefore, in love we desire to be wholly devoted to him, 


and to do those things that may glorify him only “who hath bought 
us with his blood,” 1 Cor. vi. 30. This is truly a zeal according 


to knowledge. 
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Giving thanks to the Father, who hath made us meet:to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints m light.—~ 
Colwiis L2, scuiias err at Ly 


Too many of God’s dear children seem to abound more in 
complaining of what they find and feel in themselves than in praising 
God for what he hath done for and in them. Why is this? They do 
not live enough in their own kingdom ; they do ‘not enough consider 
their own priviléges ; they dwell not enough upon the rich love of 
God their Father to them; the free-grace of Jesus their Redeemer 
FoR them, and the work of the comforter zm them. But, what from 
a sense of their corruptions, the devices of satan; the sight of the 
spitituality of the law, the legality thatis in them, they cannot think 
themselves made meet for God’s kingdom ; therefore they do not 
praise God for it. Say, O ye sons and daughters of the Most 
High, is this right? What! because you find sin abound in you, 
will you not give praise that grace doth much more abound towards 
you and tn you also? Consider, God the Father HaTH made Us 
meet. Who? Us vile sinners. How? by taking away the being of 
all sin in us? No, no more than by taking us out of the body. If 
we never have meetness for glory till all sin is perfectly destroyed in 
us, we shall never begin the work of praise till we getto glory. But 
praise ‘is a present work for what God warn already done in us, 
First, “God HATH delivered us from the power of @arkness.” 
The prince of darkness no more blinds our eyes to the evil of sin, 
the curse of the law, the glory of God shining in the face of Jesus, 
and the preciousness of his salvation. For, secondly, “God naTH 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” We are out of 
the kingdom of nature, sin, pride, and unbelief; we live under the 
spiritual ‘reign of Jesus. Therefore, thirdly, we possess all the 
graces of his kingdom; rarrn in the king of saints, love to the 
king of saints, and “love to all the saints ;” to all our fellow-sinners 
who confess Jesus the Son of God, and salvation by him onzy. Ig © 
sin our burden? Christ our glory our life of holiness? Is holiness 
the desire of our souls? we have light, life, faith, love, holiness ; 
then God natu made us meet for the enjoyment of his glory. Nay; 
we do enjoy him now. We have fellowship with the Father and 
his Son Jesus Christ, therefore, we are now to give him thanks; we 
shall never have any other meetness for heaven on’ earth; though 
greater degrees of the comforts of this may be experienced. O my 
soul, art thou no longer in the darkness of sin? satan’s slave 3 under’ 
the curse of the law ? blinded by pride to the charms of Jesus? tied 
and bound by the chains of unbelief? an enemy to God’s grace, his 
truth and his people? “O Lord, thou art my God, I will exalt thee, 
i praise thy name, for thoy hast done wenderful things,” &c, 
18a. XXvV. I. , as ‘ 
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L had fainted. unless I had believed to see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the living. —Psalm. xxvii. 13. 


In times of sore distress and affliction, whether in soul or body, 
saints are taught many sweet lessons. Chastenings from the Lord 
ave all in love ; by them our God teaches the soul to pr ofit. “No 
chastening for the present is joyous, but grievous. In the dark 
night of suffering, christians sigh out many adoleful strain. Some- 
times according to all appearances from nature, sense, fecling, and 
the judgment of reason, they are ready to cry out, “ All things are 
against me.” Hence their courage sinks, their hopes and their 

_hearts fail them, and they are ready to faint; but they have an invi- 
sible friend always near them ; he supports them by his power under 
all their trials. and conflicts ; supplies with comforting cordials; re- 
vives their spirits with the consolations of his word ; and when he 
brings them out of their troubles, then how sweetly do they sing of 
him! how many a joyful psalm! What arich treasury of experience 
are we favored with from the pen of David, dipt in the ink of afflic- 
tion! How sweetly does he indite to the glory of his God and the 
comfort of his Father’s children in after-ages! He believed, there- 
fore he spake. Unless he had believed, he had fainted._ 

Faith will support when all things else fail. O, what a soul-sup- 
porting grace is faith! Why so? Because it looks to, depends upon, 
trusts in an almighty, faithful, covenant-keeping God. Faith con- 
sults not flesh and blood, but the word of grace andtruth. By faith 
we endure every fight of affliction, every onset of the enemy, see- 
ing him who is.invisible. As faith is the support of the soul, so the 
object of faith, Jesus; he is both faith’s author and strength. Riad 
faith shall not fail,” saith Jesus.to Peter ; “I have prayed for thee.” 
It failed not as an abiding principle in the heart unto salvation, though 
it did in the confessian of the lips. While the precious head is pray- 
ing above, the dear members shall be kept in faith below, 4: _ Though 
poor souls, through the enemy’s power, the corr uptions and. rebel- 
lions of the flesh, may speak unadvisedly with their lips as David did, 
(Psalm cxvi. 10, 11.) “I was greatly afflicted, I said. in my haste, 
all men are liars.” But in their right mind they give all glory to 
God, confess his goodness, and take shame to themselves for such 
base declarations, and for their own experience give sweet advice 
to their brethren. I had fainted unless I had believed. ‘Therefore 
do thou “ Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and he shall 

strengthen thine heart ; wait I say on the Lord.” 


' Great God, “thy glories shall employ And will this glorious Lord descend 
My holy fear, my humble joy ; . To be my Father and my friend? 

My lips in songs of honorbring =~ Then let my songs with angels join, 
The tribute to th’ eternal Kies. | Heay’n is secure, for Christis mine. 
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Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love 
ts better than wine —Solomon’s Song i. 2. 


Suc cs is the faraifiag, | loving language of chaste virgins espoused 
to Jesus. Love in the heart begets desires after tokens of affection 
from the abject celal “Saw ye HIM whom my soul loveth?” asks 
the enquiring heart. “If ye have taken aw ay HIM,” says sorrowful 
Mary. “That I may know wim,” says affectionate Paul. «Let 
HIM kiss me,” saith the church; as though all the world knew whom 
is meant or who is their beloved. Every heart that is blessed with 
the discovery of Jesus, will be excited with such desires after him. 
Here isa very short and abrupt request 5 “ Let him kniss me,” that 
will make me quite happy. My heartis simple, I have but one. ob- 
jectin view. O, if Jesus will but favor me with a love-token all my 
fears vanish, my scruples are at an end, my doubts are all silenced ; 
peace, happiness, and joy shall possess my mind. So the love- 
allured heart reasons and prays. But sometimes delays excite impa- 
tience, and promote jealousies, which issue in mourning surmises. 
“ Hope deferred, makes the heart sick.” “I fear Jesus doth not love 
me, or sure he would hear, and not delay affording me sweet evi- 
dences and pledges of love.” But so Jesus proves the soul’s faith 
and stedfastness to him; so he draws out its im portunity after him. 
“Whom having not seen, we love; and though now we see him | 
not, yet believing, ' we rejoice with joy unspeakable)? and full of — 

- Shae Pet: THe 4 
‘Such j is the language of faith. ‘Where revealed love is Ged ved™ 
in th heart, sensible tokens will be longed after and shall be enjoyed; 
nor ean the believing heart rest satisfied, nor be truly happy without 
them; its cryis none but Christ, none but Christ! What are the 
ae! Ma the world i if — frowns. 2 What i is pe itself without his 
Es Sa paradise; nearness to him 
‘is © heaven, on ethan his cross is sour glory jory ; his kisses our comfort 
ae For th y lo ve is better than wine.” I fre Agen both; TI have felt 
the swe see fect of éach, Experience has taught me, that as wine 
revives and cheers the heart, so doth love; I cannot live without love; 
_ IT cannot be happy ' without a sense of it. I cannot’ be holy, I cannot 
% serve cheerfully, or obey perfectly, nor conquer sin powerfully, but 
~ while love, thy love, O my beloved Jesus, i inspires, enlivens, and 
influences my heavy, sluggish’ heart. Such sentiments Possess | ove 
ing, longing souls. O,; this love is a precious plant! ‘Tt springs — 
not in nature’s garden its: original i is divine ; 3 it comes from God. ~ 
“ For God Gs love,” 1 John iv. 8.7 ‘hese who have obeyed the Fa- ad 
ther’s voice, “kiss my Son,” Psalm ti, 12—« Know that the love of 
Chr vist passeth knowledge,”? Eph. iii. 1s 
Lee 
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£ have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with 
loving kindness have LT drawn thee.—Jer. xxxi. 3. 


Tuus the. Lord speaks to his church as to a collected body ; 
therefore ye members of Jesus, what. foundation of comfort, what 
cause of rejoicing have you daily? But what d oubts and scruples do 
often. arise in your poor hearts concerning God ’s lo eto you: Why 
is this? Because we judge of and determine the bounds of the love 
of our God, from the: sense “and feeling we find in ourselves, instead 
of abiding by the Lord’s own gracious declarations i in his word to us. 
How absurd would it be for us to judge of the dimensions of that 
; glorious luminary the sun, by the little light and heat which’ we par- 
take of ! Shall we conclude from the severe cold we feel in winter’s 

frost; or, in the sense of midnight darkness, that lightvand heat 
cease to exist inthe sun? Alas! we may as well én measure the 
waters in the hollow of our hand, mete out the heaven with our: span, , 
weigh the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance,” as truly as 
to estimate and judge of the infinite, boundless love of God to poorts 
sinners in Christ Jesus, from our perception and sense of it. Dost 
thou, O-soul, experience the drawing of thy heart to Jesus for right-) * 
eousness, atonement, life, and salvation? This is-not of the will of 
\ the flesh, but.of the power of God, the effects of hig loving kindness 
to thee. | For, saith Jesus, “no man can come unto me, except the 
Father draw him,” John vi. 44. As the rays of light lead to the source. 
from whence they flow, so this stream of love, in time, instructs our’ f 
souls in the most comfortable truth of God’s everlasting rie hie 
, because I exper ience repentance towards God, faith in ou rd 
esus Christ, am obedient to the gospel of holiness, therefore, 


chet ie now the Lord begins to love me. Ono! for his lo 4 ; 
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‘is ofan earlier date: this is a Sage e's median; and in ti 
of darkness and deser tion, and _.ynde 
hast no light to see thy grace 
exercise of them, this: ethody 
distressing to thy poor soul.) O, may tes re i of tr i. nat 
jadge of God’s love according to his own word of grac “ ave 
loved thee with an everlasting love; and ther ona’ 

with loving kindness have I drawn thee” from darkness to light, Trot 

the kingdom of satan into the kingdom of my dear Son ; glory shall’ 3 
¢c ter grace begun. What motive so powerful, what doctrine 










fy 





so influential to animate and enliven the’Soul with fervent love and 
cheerful obedience as the daily reflection and constant belief of the 
r everlasting, unchangeable love of God to us in Christ Jesus? Ny “% Not > 
thing shall be able-to separate us from the love God, which i is ia. 
Christ Jess our Lord,” Romp iii. 39. 6 6 | ’ 
by ae : 
Vor. I. » 


ra * ; , ; e j 
- ba! ¥ 7 ¢ f 
2 * a % ’ i 





* 


¥ 








v 


As new - SDs "habiew dette the sincere ‘milk of the a that 
"ye may grow thereby. —VPet Sse 
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Fi 
\ © Wrart I cannot comiprehend sind be the object of my 
faith,” is the weak language ofa proud sceptic. 6 Where I cannot 
comprehend, I silently ‘adore ; what I cannot explain, yet I humbly 








believe, because % 
spoken.” This is t 
vellous are thy works, O Lord, in wisdom hast thou made them all. ae 
Glorious is thy grace i in Christ Jesus; in love hast thow revealed i it 
to the children of men. Here is the wisdom of saints, to learn from 
the images of nature the mysteries of grace.. Fron the book of the 
former we are taught sweet and precious instructions i in the latter. 
How kindly abe God of nature provided for the infant cry of the 
new-born ba’ Tt soon nus. its wants: and though as sensible 
of the rovision it has” 

breathes the air, but it hunts for the breast of its parent, and its 
tender appetite is drawn cut after the milk. No less pleased and 
delighted is the affectionate mother to administer to its wants and 
relieve its sorrows, and nourish and strengthen her new-born infant. 

Dwelleth such love in parents to their offspring ? Infinitely greater 






he tr aths_ bear the impress, “ The Lord hath” 
he language of an humble, gracious heart. “ Mar- 


rought, and its right unto it, it scarce’ 


/ is the love of Ged to his babes in Christ. Dwelleth such a disposi- Pa 
tion in the babe of natare after milk ? So also is this ‘exemplified i in 
every child of. erace’in his love to and hunting after the milk of God's | 








Hath the God of nature made such suitable provision for the 
ldren of this world? ‘Glory to his’ grace, so hath he. richly, provid- 
ititual milk for the children of his kingdom. Desire it, saith ‘| 
and. row thereby ; ‘feed on it and’ be strengthened : : but the Spirit 
wisdony hath given us a caution to try the milk, to see that. ithe sin< 
ee not any milk, A pure and unmixed milk “of ¢ 
‘dand truth; Jesus is the essence and substance of it. If the 
_. MeRuishinis doctrines of God’s eve cae. election in 2 Christ, 















mmed Hage which has lost its ‘strengthening and nour- 

geal it will not edify and cause the soul to « grow 
strong in th ice which is in Christ Jesus.” When from the word 
of God its.r ich: ‘so are extracted, carnal reason is set up, human 
_ pride is established creature righteousness is exalted: : hence, i no ad 





one growing up unto Chr ‘ist in all things,” professors grow into self- 
complacency and vain confidences. O, love the revealed word a ove’ 


human teaching ; s"prize and attend, upon the faithful ministers 6! of 


Jesus, that thou mayest: be * nourished act in the le words of faith anc “i 
~ ef good doctrine,” 1 Tin 4. 6, 





m. 


ss, and final salvation 
re omitted by ministers, they 
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Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: © 

in whom we trust, that he will yet deliver us.~2 Cor.i..10. 





‘Diving confidence is founded upon God’s revealed truth slit 
arises in the heart in proportion to the discovery which is made of 
free-grace promises to sinners in Christ Jesusi» Faith looks at no- 

thing in nature, nor in the creature 5. itjgtan Is: Hot upon any human 
“probability or rational possibility ; but, as the queen of graces, faith 
‘looks wholly tothe king of glory, consults the word of his truth, re- 
lies on his promises and oath, and trusts in the power of an omnipotent 
Lord. « Past. experience of former deliverances sweetly encourage 
the soul to triist God for future. So the apostles reasoned upon 
temporal deliverances from the pefsecuting powers of earth and.hell, 
‘which were engaged against them. All hope and hel} rom the right 
hand and left were cut off. In themselve: they had'the sentence of — 
death. They were like malefactors in their own apprehen ion, doom- 
ed to certain execution... But God had delivered them in time past! 
‘He did deliver them at the present 3 hence, their trust was excited. 
for future deliverance. _ Just o they taught and gloried inasalyation’ — 
equally as extensive, theohee all thé periods of time past, present, 
_ and to come 3 which should certainly issue in everlasting glory. 

-O believer, here is a mode,of reasoning for thy soul. Exercise 
thy faith on thing: past, oh, d. to come. . Call to mind how 
God in time past delivered thy" sc 11 from. thy great death in tres- 
passes and sins. In how many dangers has he kept thee? F rom how 
many snares has he delivered thee? And are thou this prese 
aysaved sinner, living by faith on the Son of God i Oygee thy L rls, 
past mercies! O, consider thy Lord’s present blessings nm Be ence 
honor him with the faith of thy heart, the trust of thy soul, that he | 
will yet deliver thee from every enemy.” Art thou harassed by temy 
tations? Remember, “thy Lord,kn how and when to deliver 

sout of them !” 2 Peter ii. 9. ow groaning under a body of sin 
“anddeath? Crying out, O, wretched that Tam i)Consider theayer- : 
Jasting love and almighty power of thy precious deliverer; exultand — 
triumph with, «thanks be to God who giveth the victory thier 
Jesus Christ.” Thus daily study, O soul, to live injan habitualvi 
of thy God and Saviour; pray and wrestle fer constant applications 
of Jesus’ grace, daily eelings of his love by the Spirit; so gpl every 
lust of thy nature be subdued, satan shall fly from the resistings of - 
Gsielh victory shall be obtained over the world, holiness will be delight- 
ful to thy heart, and heaven desirable and longed for by thelsoul. 
be remember “it is God who worketh in us fo will mF do. 
; good pleasure, as’ the only enlivening confidence to encov rage 
thee to work out thy “— fegm and trembling,” . Phil. 
¢ 4 ¢ i) - 
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7 Sanetify hem through hy ently thy word is oa 
* John xvii. 17. i. oles ia. 2 yl 


a 
ty Wira what sphfidattes and joy are we nisin giaet senctif= 
cation both from the prayer of Jesus on earth, anc d his Ce ae 
in glory ! Man cannot sanctify himself, it is the work of f' the Lord 
* tthe Spirit 5 she effects it by his ik et power 5 earth and-hell shall 
not prevent it. Oo. special mercy ! Not) to be left to act with the. 
* generality of pr ofessors; ¥ who, like Pilate, demand What is truth. 
and then turn away, from ‘it as offensive, and hate an bo hl it. 
Yet, if there is but kept up a great cry and veheme — for good 
works and holiness, it is “enough 5 no matter what principles they 
spring from. Nay, under pretence for these, truth is. trampled 
under foot. But i 1ot so Jesus prayed, nor taught ; nor are his mem- 
ctified. igs is pacany the truth. We § Ape Sane: 






—oWe Ne chosen from the Siig siakoaget dawn of fog 

th i i Spirit, and belief-of the truth. nce shall know the truth, and 

“the truth shall make’ ‘you free,” Johr » Vii. 32—saith Jesus; free 

, Af ‘om the deceitful hopes and yain confidences that are natural to us. 

_ Souls sanctified through the truth, are no longer left to deny the 
foundation truths of God’s word ; his s sovereign, a a electin 
love. of sinners in Christ Jesus, athis. essential t » Of their sins 
being atoned by the precious 6! od, aad their, persons justified by 
the perfect righteousness of Jesus imputed-to them} the certain 
perseverance and sure glorification of every believing member of 
oer The 3 judgements are sanctified uth, in opposition 

n s of self-righteousness . ae perfection, 

These ae from self-ignorance; blindness to God’s law, and _ 

leave its professors under a fatal error 3) nor are we left to dream of 

he universal redemption whichd acts: from the glory of God by 
bing Relyaiien to free-will ; nor: o reject the sovercia agici< 

i which amie ne gospel of grace to a covenant ng 

> our Lord, not only are we “sanctified as to a 

ina 1 things, but our. affections bre also sanctified to 

nd cleavelto it, seeing all our hopes center in it, and 
our comforts from it; and it is. the ‘ ht ‘and j joy of 
mour souls, to live in conformity to the truth, | nath our hearts. 

» Fellowship | ith him is ‘our heaven upon earth. sees is contrary 

nat is hateful to us, ‘Sin is become the burden, and holiness 

10st pleasant to the’ sanctified soul. To funcy thyself perfectly 
esdfrom all sin, is a mark, not of spre sanctified through the 
truth, but deceived by lies: but daily to feel aholy striving against sin, 
fervent desires after gréater en igy nity to Jesus, and abiding in the 
truth of his word, is a full me; the panctifivation’ of his Spirit 
¥ 2 : 
unto” apedinnces J Lip i, 2 _~ 
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they once é. still are, ‘and what oe ‘deserve. Such ‘was ii 
conduct of : once Jesus-persecuting , but afterwards J esus-exalt- 
ing Paul. The same grace that, reached his. heart, has continued 
to run through the many revolving’ ods down to this day, and 
) effects the same blessed work on poor sinners now. ‘Thou therefore, 
iple of Jesus, hast the same cause as Paul had, daily to sing 

f ‘rich, free, sovereign, distinguishing grace; the eternal love, 
fite favor, and unmerited good-will of God to thy ea ‘in Christ 

Jesus. 





ae 


_ Grace shines a. see. ath in the person of Jesus. 
“Grace operates with sovereign, irresistible power, in the hearts of 
his. members. Heace it triumphs over all the resisting. powers, 
rebellious motives. carnal working ags, and pr reverse obstinae f proud ‘ 






nature. Publicans and harlo @ often raised and beautified by, 
“ysrace, while self-righteous Pha ‘isees are left butied i in the ruins of * 
nature. Hell-deserving soul! What hast thou to | boast ‘of? ; Wherein 
‘canst thou glory ? Art thou converted to Jesus? ? Verily of this thou 
hast greatest cause of glory and triumph. ‘But ever know the cause. 
Study. daily. to, _ give all. the glory where it is only due, even to the 
free fayor of thy God. Wilt thou ever open the ‘thouth’ of thy 
; pai thy fulfilling terms = ohd conditions, by which thou hast = 
obtained the prize: Ever know Jesus hath done all this. Hence 
grace freely flowed to thee. In the height of thy rebellion, in the 
depth of thy destruction, the. voice of eternal love spoke to thy soul. 
The power of almighty’ grace challenged thee, as its blood- -bought 
purchase ; ; seized thee as its lawful captive, and s nalehed thee as a 
be =, from the fire of destruction. 
yondrous love ! Should het SMB cmnehe strike ae ot acid the) 
‘f fire of loye and gratitude. ever burn in thy soul?’ What shall we sa 
to these things ?, Truly grace, that dwelt in theyheart of God from 
eternity, has srexcignly reached thy heart i time. Therefore art 
thou turned to Jesus by repentance ; hast remissi jot of sins through 
faith in | pblood, This is given, by the exalted- -pr nce of grace 
and peace, tow é heart. Hast thou a love to” holiness, and a 
hatred to sin ? nis is contr ary to nature, and is given thr ously the 
grace of the Spirit, | “s By | the grace of God Iam what I am,’ ’ is the 
confession of s ints jin earth, By the grace o of. God I am where. 
is the triumphant, song 0} f saints in heaven: ‘For « ae where sing 
grace did much mgggpbounds” Rom. ¥. 200 4 





















Tis not by works of righteousness, os m mere mercy of our God 
Which our own hands have done % hat all our hopes begin : 

But we are sav’d by sov’reign grace, © Tis by the water and the blood 
Abounding thro’ God’g8on. Our souls are wash’d from sin o. 
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= believeth shall } ° 





> which may refr esh his spirit and rejoice his. soul. Here « 
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Master, 7 ve toiled all the. night, and haw take. 
_thing : nevertheless, et thy word - will let dow the net. 


solalll es Vv. 5. at od : ) . ‘e 


5 Wu ATEVER one cnga apes in, success gives ple 
pointment causes dejection, The passing over, of a 
often followed by the brighter grid of: sun. 
observe, itis always dark | ore 
these poor fishermen had toited ie diedigte chs dicated 
pointment ; not one/fish came to het: ‘yet, at Christ’s wo: nd. the y let 
down the net. Behold the event! The greatest success ey ever 
met with, succeeded their fruitless toil their nets: ‘ale too weak to 
hold the miraculous draught of fishes they hud taken. ~O, how adora> . 

blei is Jesus’ powerand godhead! wa wis 
” The occupation of a fisherman i 1s ‘not unlike that of the christian’ Se # 
“‘Yocation It is his employ to fish i in the wides< and deep ocean’ of . 
. God's eternal love and gvace revealed in his wor dof truth, What 
“he teketh here he is Pa live up , by day. It is sometimes his. 
lot to toil through a dark night of lisappoinument, and take nothi 























nce 
“must have its. perfect work.” Not one, Figs Tany-nights bad suc- 
cess, makes the fisherm ian. quit his trace and forsake his calling. fi 
So the chri tian should. consider he has need of patience, that ren 
will of God he might receive the f ulflment- ‘of t 
lesevare blessed encouragements for him ever to bs 
in the great < and wide sea of God’s covenant love. and faithfulness. 
In his word are ble pings innumer able. Ever rem mak ber, 6 He that. 


be in a hurry and confusion, 













_ 
a3 one in sup trouble, — Though’ God's og 
“mercies | are not sty ey are called “sure mercies,” 




















sa. Ty. 3. WwW here, th e gYace of faith 3 is in the front, perse: 
ral be the: ie ie ae glory shall. be in the rear, hy ¢ 
thirs ? comfort, shallin God’s time be refreshed with the 
¢ enly consolation. Sorne souls have ae se & 
these disciples’ nets that broke with the 
tliat, they have cried out, « Lord, stay 
eit ee ete no a Live upon the. 
€NjO) ‘the comforts 
sure; his pro- 
reversible, Con- 
ys 1 who 


Sei before him,” 
es] aa ee iy X 


Our one S cist witha: ‘he “a ey walk a it Pecks uthepes ~ 


ere Ji ees ever reigngs:) |. eae "d “ aadleon, ee 
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4. to long more he heavenly inheritance. ‘Saints may ss 
“fall into many things that hurt and bruise them. 






own frailty. That he is raised ae 
€3 and covenant faithfulness of his God. agen is not God able to” 


eo, day to day, or it should be otherwise. All things afe in 
 elect’s sake. All 
will, 28." Satan‘ mn 


é. humble for sin, wean them from their) 
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Though he full he shall not be utterly cast down ; for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand.—Psalm xxxvii. 24. 










Tun absolute declarations and promises of scripture are ever to 
asidered as having relation to, and dependance upon the cove-' 
grace. . Hence, whatever is"asserted concerning the salya- = # 
tion of lost sinners, is an exhibition cenley, of the grace of the 
venant by Jesus Seuss When men see not the nature of the ‘ 





 €0 vena. ordéred in all things and sure, they make the promises of 


the gospel as it were a ‘mere ro rope of sand.» Not seeing salvation, % 
€stablished upon the sure foundation of God’s immutable Jove and 


» faithfulness, they make at, depend on human wisdom, power, and 
* goodness. Poor comfort®for sensible souls. Though pride for a 


time may keep up the vain hopes of the self-righteous and self-del 
edHow'léne ? 2? Till they are tried by fire. a 
~ The just man’s standing is of God’s Pam His falls are front his . 
» is from the sovereign 


eep us from falling? Doubtless his power is mighty. He can take 
Away all sin and corruption out of us ; and not suffer temptation from 
satan, the world and the flesh, ever to attack us. Yea; he in- 
stantly change us into angelic purity. But this is not his ded The & 
Lord sees it most for his glory that we should be just what 
believe his tr uths—live upon his promises—rely,9n his powe 

bei ate * 

things “work together for their good,” Rom. 
‘tempt gl as he did Chris cast themselves 
down to prove the power of . Carnal heart say, “Jet us 
do evil, that good may com Each shew wh they are of. 
Saints express the inward disposi ah of their souls by other language. 
eg works proceed from gracious - hearts which are poe 
’ by divine ruth and everlasting love. “Saint tefalls are su d, te 
le, self- s- 
love of the world, 
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ess, and self-sufficiency ; to deaden them to 
and to endear Jesus pee and more to them’; to teach them 
usefulness of ordinances ; to exercise. theif graces; ; rge out = 
dross; to enable them to succour others with the assurantée of com- 








fort and nia » which they themselves have ound’ fr om 
Saviour. Sd fap relate the wisdom, power and-faithfulness — 
covenant-Go i 


hus he makes souls meet for aie and causes t 


shame ; it causeth ‘sorrow. and grief; and excites watchfulness. 


* But fall intd hell they @annot, they shall not, because they are up- 


held by the arm’of omnipotence fk Jesus declares, “1, give unte 
them eternal life,” J olin wes. oil . hi 
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Tf he be the king of Farosl let ili now come down from 
the cross, and we will believe him.—Matt. xxvil. 42. 


Our blessed Lord was not ils crucified bese two Aplegess 






These pr sieiae ministers of Jehovah did their utmost to rob th 
s ‘prince of life and Lord of gl ry of that honor which is ever due unto’ 
him, of being our Saviour ; and, like thieves and robbers, they 
¢ would enter his kingdom some othe t way, “Verily he is the king of 
all his spiritual Israel. Eyery ‘subject of his love will bow to the 
sovereignty of his grace, kiss the sceptre his love, glory only i in 
his despised cress, and rejoice that Jesu rules i in and reigns over. 
him. Most true, this way of salvation is ‘contrary to the. wisdom of, 
the flesh, the reasonings of corrupt nature, and the pride of boasted 
_ free-will. These, by ho ane the more they are assisted by hu- 
ran learning, are so mu the: more strengthened. and fortified 
against this self-denying truth, salvation by free-grace, through the 
cross of a despised jest “ This wisdom and their at he bg 
perverted them,” says Isaiah, xlvii. 10, or they would not hast aid, 
“ Let itm Now come, and we wiut believe.” Poor proud creatures! 
& Sree: qwill is ever the same. Where it reigns it always exalts the 
creature andvopposes the sovereignty of God. It preseribes methods. 
# 0 i ae Ltt ‘refuses to submit to those infinite wisdom. 
i 2 © of thirty. years, Jesus had afforde them the fullest. 
at conviction of their senses, and they believed not on him, neither. 
would their hearts have been persuaded though. Shad come down. 
6 did rise again from pe dead, 
- therefore they remained i in- . 












J 


still they re sis te 





excusable, oe ‘ 
&. Outward miracles and wonders may surptize mes SENSES, _ me cons 
ot a. faith in the hart. Pride ever reigns _ in unregene- - 
rate I » and no aing but sovereign grace can subdue it} Even i in 
= the notion of fre e-will prevails.  & Nay, but” said Dives, scif one 
nt to them gromg ‘the dead; they WILL repent,” Luke, Xvi. 305. 
able souls | is are thankful for the gift of precious faith in a precious 
Christ. T hey know it is not of themselves that they believe. There-, 
fore they adore and love’ “ the. author and finisher of faith,” and 
it i PP cnscighig love and sov ereign grace. Thus all 


ry vying in the fles shies cut off. By faith we wiles truth and. 





ein Jesus: ‘only. . 6 Kei is not. of him who: Wille oi. ix, 16. . 


Subde @ he pride of my Tes will “While others s tempt, and ask a si a 
: By thy free grace, my Lord ; > ‘ In order tobelieve ; i 
Peet i. my faith, confirm my oy ” pines I rejoice to’ relies truth, a.m 
To thine unerring word, _ And on thy truth tollive, ‘ M. © 


“ 
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PP sci that are : sanctified by God the Father, and pre- 
served in Jesus Christ, and called: mercy unto you, and 
peace, and love be multiplied. ae ude, ver. 1, 2. 






One fr eathtly, meets with poor trembling souls, just enlighten- 
d by the Spirit to see their: misery, feel their wretchednegs as sinners, 
and who flee to Christ for hope 3 yet their poor hearts are greatly 4 
distressed. with fear, lest they should not be sanctified, but perish 
in their sins, and so never obtain. the end of their faith, the salvation = 
of their souls. But that is impossible. They do not at present see 
the glorious order of the covenant ; nor consider the certain security 
of all who are effectually ‘called by the word and Spirit to the know- 
ledge of Christ. For this is a consequence of their being sanctified, 
separated or set apart by God the Father, as the objects of his” 
everlasting love. As God loves them as his jewels, he is careful to 
preserve them. He well knew and clearly foresaw the miserable 
effects sin would bring on them, therefore he chose them in Christ. 
Jesus. He committed thera into his hands. They are preserved 
safe and secure; not from falling into sin; for they are in themselves 
sinners; by nature “ children of wrath even as others.” And to their 
after shame and sorrow, many of them run dreadful lengths in sin 


before their conversion. Some like Saul, are mad against Jesus, the: | 4 
way of salvation by him, and holiness by his Spirit. it still, as 
with the people of old, God bears with their manperg The lc ng- & 


_ suffering of the Lord is their salvation. He is not willing that any 
“one of them should perish. All of them are called to repentance; and 
to know the preciousness of Jesus, in whom they are ens ved. 
Disciple of Jesus, canst tho ya, not look back on th 
see thy many, many narrow escapes from death? How many aed 
gers hast thou been delivered from ; YF: whe ‘ only one hair’s 
breadth seemed between thee and eternity ! en hadst thou died in oy 
unregener; te state of sin and unbelief, how couldst thou ha cap- 
a" the damnation of hell?’ But impossible this. * Thou ee: re 
éd in Christ Jesus, therefore every snare of death has been ‘broken. 
.Thou wast immortal till the Spirit called thee. Think of “his a an ££ 
be humbled. Reflect on the love of thy God ; rejoice, and give him — 
all the glory.. Thou hast not only been preserved from death and 
hell, but art called to life and salvation by Jesus, His life is thy v 
righteousness, | his blood is thy redemption, his intercession thy ‘Sale 
vation. me 8 awaits thee now? Mercy from God the Eather, 
~ peace in Christ Jesus, love from the blessed Spirit. ‘Such, such is 
“the happy portion of all the called. May this be multiplied more 
and more upon thee day by day ! ! Suchfis the doctrine, such the 
prayer of Jude, the servant of Jesus, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit of truth. « Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 


be full,” John xvi. 24, ‘ piel 
Vor. ]l. y ; wwe 
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Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’ s food pleasure 
to give you the kingdom.—Luke xu. 32. 


WHEN poor sinners are onuvibied to J ests, they become little 
in their own é¢yes, and they see but few ‘comparatively who follow 
the Lamb. There former friends turn their enemies, ‘Their former 
‘hopes are cut off. They know their own stréngth to be perfect | 
weakness; and they feel the burden of a body of sin and death. 
Hence their poor hearts are eften exercised with aixious cares and 
distressing fears. Their Saviour knows this ; therefore he speaks 
to them in love, for bids their Se and a an most ag 
draught ef consolation. : ’ itis 

Ye children, consider your dignity as adoptta sons of God. Call. 
to mind your honorable state, heirs of a kingdom, heirs of God the © 
King of kings, atid | joint- -heirs with Jesus Christ your cle brother. 
Theugh at present ye areina ‘state of exile. The’ world knows 
you not. Your ki ndred after the flesh despise you. CatneP profes- 
sors revile and persecute you. Satan is enraged to tempt and accuse. 
you. Yea, and your worst foes are most nearly allied to you; the 
flesh, with its corruptions and lusts, sin and unbelief.” Yet, saith 

wg the head, in glory, to his conflicting members on earth, “ Fear not.” 
Why? what consideration can dispel the anxious fears, and alleviate 
the. distressin ing doubts of drooping disciples ? Verily the good-. 
pleasure of their Father : the eternal” purposes of his grace : the 

imimutable designs of his love. .A- kingdom i is prepared for you. 
Earth, with all its power: sin, with all 1 its'malignity : hell, with all 

its rage and malice, shall never deprive you of } your Father’ $ patri- 
mony. O dise how does this heighten the mercy and secure 
the inheritanee ? Tt is a free gift, by Jesus Christ. “Poor soul, 

‘ we thou art fearing about thy interest i in and title to the kingdom of 
‘glory. Verily, thou canst find nothing in thyself, to give thee a 
right thereto. But thy Saviour plainly assures thee, it is of “thy 
Father’s good pleasure.” What power can avert that? Hast thou an 
heart to seek the kingdom ? Dost thou believe in, and follow the 
Lam” Dost thou see somewhat in Jesus, which attracts thy affec- 

' tions? Is the desire of thy soul after him, and to the remembrance 
of. his’ name? . Then hath the glory’ of the Kingdom, by the Spirit, 
shined upon hinelReain No marvel’sin is thy grief and burden, , 
“Wwhile Jesus i is the delight and hope of thy soul.» “May it suffice to. 

t and still thy mind, that the Father's gift is sure. And’ so is 
= w y also ; ; itis ee J esus. And « through much. tribulation thou 
(and all the he eirs) must enter into ot Kingdom,” Acts xiv. 22, kas 


~~ 











One of thy little flock, my ins. ag Ah ! Sayiour speak away divi ati 
Tm cali’d to follow thee: ; From my poor doubting breast : 
But fears prevail and say that I, Assure me, ’tis thy Father’s will, — 


Shall ne’er thy kingdom see. | That Lin thee am bless “= = =M. 
: qe MTL, : 
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Ty people. shall be willing i in the day of thy power, in = 


beauties of holiness from the womb of the Reg - thou 


hast the dew of thy youth. —P sim cx, 3 


Wma we a grace reat the heat, it casts out that 
son of the bond-woman, natural free-will. ‘This had long usurped 
_ the throne, and subjected the POOF, sinner to nothing but pride and, 
iene Yet all the while the sinner vainly boasted of his liberty ; 
ova he was a servile slave to the worst of drudgery Fiee indeed 
‘to do evil ; but to do good without power. Such is the natural will 
of every sinner, that it is as averse to turn to, Jesus as the will of 
‘the devil is. But because of the free-will offering of Jesus his mem- 
‘bers are made willing, by the Spirit, to come to him as their only 
hope. To ‘him they bring free-will offerings, with holy worship. 
“Thus Jehovah the Father speaks to the Son of his iove, and gives a 
‘glorious, display of the effects of everlasting election. and covenant 
love, under the energy of the divine Spirit. See, believer, beiioid 
and adore. the. equal love of the glorious trinity. Is thy will towards 
Jesus ! isthe language of thy heart none but 7 esus, all other saviours 
I disclaim?) Verily, where this wil is given by the Spirit in a day 
-of power, the affections are attracted to Jesus inthe beauties ot holi- 
“ness. Dost thou not choose the sceptre of his love to rule over thee 
‘as well as the atonement of his blood to obtain thy pardon? These 
»are inseparable. Let no soul deceive himself. Every believer is 
avashed in the blood of Jesus, and made a priest unto God. As the 
‘high -priest under the law “ < put ‘on the breast-plate of judgment; the 
‘urim and thummim,”’ xd Xxvilil. 80, so every anoinied one is en- 
dued with light and penfection—The light of the: knowledge of Jesus, 
‘and the perfection | of grace which dwells i in him, is communicated to 
his members. Hence in the exercise of faith; their souls obey will- 
= ingly, serve cheerfully, and delight in Jesus continually. This is a 
‘soul-affecting consideration : allis of grace. Conceived in the womb 
of the morning of eternity, and its rich profusion freely pour red forth 
- in time, like, the. pearly dew upon the vegetable cEpatian. produces 
its verdure, refreshment, and fruits. 

So, disciple, all thy mercies come ‘from above. Freely thou hast. 
received an understanding to know, a will to choose, and affections 
te cleave unto Jesus : “ Render therefore unto Caesar the things: that 

are Czxsar’s.” Do thou. take all the shame of thy sinful, free-will 
‘and nature-state to thyself, and be ‘humbled : : «But unto God the 
- things that are God’s.” By hisgrace “I am what I am,’ ’ should be 
thy daily confession; and this the sweet exercise of thy grateful . 
heart, to glory in the Lord alone, and deyote thyself to his service. 
s Ye are not your own,” 1 Cor. vi, 19. 
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Ye are not’ yoiir own, ye are bought with a'priee.—1 Cor, 


vi. 19, 20. a ac fe 


#. 
O, now dear is every believer to God the Father, to Jesus the 
Saviour, and to the Spirit the comforter? Each divine person \ claims 
propriety in them. The Father by election : the Son by redemp- 


‘tion: the Holy Spirit by inhabitation, How should this, O soul, 


call forth love, excite gratitude, inflame with affection, and quicken 
thee to glorify thy Lord! »Consider daily, thou artipiot thine OWN, 
but aransomed captive of Jesus. » Reflect onthe ] price Jésus paid: for 
thy redemption. Thou art bought with blood: with blood divine : 
blood, spilt’ on the accursed tree, in direful. agony and (Shameful 
death, was the price of thy “purchase. So thy Saviour bought 
thee, at the hands of justice. He’ paid the utmost farthing: of thy. 
debt to law. He redeemed thee from the power ‘ Satan ; and® 
snatched thee as a brand from the jaws, of death i ae _ And 
canst thou eyer think ‘thy ectsomiget Lord wil i leave, purchase 
of his blood to be the prey of the,devil ? After he ath faite thee 
at such an inestimable price, will he not claim thee as his own, and 
bring thee safe to glory: PO, beware of indulging unbelief ! Listen 
Pe to; the suggestions of Satan, nor ‘to the voice of false teachers, 
“Fly every thought which impeaches thy Lord’s love, wisdom or 
‘power. Consider; thou art thy Lord’s freeman. » As a chaste bacon 
thou art espoused to Jesus; in faith hast plighted - thy troth; has 
voluntarily given thyself, hand and hearts to be thy Lor d’s. ‘What 
then is thy duty? what infinite obligat ions tt 
all other lovers, and to cleave:to thy Lord a lone, with full purpose. 
of heart ! Dost thou believe thy vile body shall shortly: be squgy, ° 
the silent grave? and that it shall « certainly be, raised, a glorious bot 
like unto our Saviour’ s? How/nuch doth it concern thee to devote. 
that Rody to his service and glory on’ earth, which shall reign with 
Jesus in heaven! Is thy body the temple of the Holy Ghost? Canst 
thou reflect on its dignity, and debase and pollute itwith filthy lusts 












God forbid! Doth thy spitit en ey sweet fellowship with the, Father 


and his Son Jesus ?, Doth the Spirit itself bear witness with thy spirit, 
that thou art a child of God?) Where is thy love to the truth: ‘as ltis 


Gn Jesus? Where is thy zeal for his cause andinterest? ~ member * 
‘whose thou art. Be concer ned to live up to thy privilege and ee. 


Be earnest in _ Prayer for power to obey the _ obligations which 
infinite and eternal love hath laid Thee! under, “ Glorify thy Lord in 


thy body and j in thy spitlh which are his,” re wee Te : 
L . »,; ie p _ rt > 
What shall we pay th? Biting Son, Our Siesinpagre't is due.” ‘ 
That left the heav’n of his abode, To him that ransom’d sinners lost, 
And to this wretched earth came down And pity’d rebels when he knew -'° 


Yo bring us wand’rers back to God! ! The vast expence his love would cost. 


.* 
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thou under to forsake & 
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And that, knowing the time, that now it is Hiei time to . 
awake out of Soa: for now is our salvation nearer 


than when we believed. —Roin. sik Ll aii . 


' Tr is an aeocringielide, but areal truth, Mise virgins are 
apt to slumber and sleep as well as: the lfoolish. Through the pres- 
sures of a body of sin and death, and ‘the Opiates of worldiy ease and © 
self- indulgence, they sometimes fell into a drowsy state, and a sieepy 
frame of soul. “Hence, they lose their former delight in, ‘religious 
duties and spiritua exercises. Their {ove to Ged and their br ethren 
in Christ grows cold ; ‘their zeal for the glory « ‘ot Jesus aud his pre- 
5 cious ‘truths decline. The enemy takes: great advantages against 
 * them, and would triumph in their éntire destruction. ut that can 
, néyer be, for the I Lord pr reventsit. “He that keepeth Israel ne 5, a 
stumbers n ae 5 leeps. > Will the sh Cag father suffer his dear chil 
‘ iowlee in the h beds till devoured b by raging flames ? ? Tf we being 
evil, hatha) love for our “children, how ‘infinitely greater is the 
“©. love of oi heavenly Father? Therefore “heldlarms souls and awa 
kens them tod uty ¢ and watchfulness. * 4 eS lil ae 
Thus Paul, his ‘faithful watchman, lifts up his voice of warning; 
cries ‘the’ ‘hour, and reproves “disciples as acting: unbecoming, It 


4 


7 
being both unreasonable and unseasonable for them who know the 


time of day t to > indulge sloth and heaviness. It ish aigh time to awake” 
“Out of sleep, ‘Come, ‘christian, look’ around t 2€; look up. "The. 
j Savioum reigns. It is broad | day. See the sun. apg Nay it is, 
‘ in its meridian. And art just got to thy journey *send. Just” 
sight of thy ‘Father’ snbulls Thy Lord is is coming | to meet ihee. 
“What ! wilt thou ‘sleep: on and take thye! rest? The Spirit speaks to 
fee; in this ‘wor d, “ Now i is thy salv: ti earer than. when thou first 
believed. 7” The Lord is at hand. Let thy moderation; in care 
after the ‘things of this world, be known unte ‘all men.” What art 
thou | grasping so much ‘of perishing things for? Thou canst not 
hold them long. ‘Or hands, before death makes. thee quit thy hold. 
Think what thou art ‘spiritually born. Y the Called to, and art: a go- 
ing t to take possession of. “Verily, if f thy soul is broad awake, thou 
* vseest things as they really are. Time, with all its toys and plea- 
 sutes, how short! Eternity, with all its rich glories, and inestima-_ : 
ble blessings, how y long ! Jesus, with all his endearing amiableness, 
in his adorable } serson, precious offices, bléssed promises, and glori- 
©, ous work and fi ished salvation for thee, as the best object of all thy 
: hope, love, peace, and joy. For shame, sleep not when the delight- 
ful presence and heavenly. fellowship _ of such a friend may be 
* enjoyed. If thou hast lost the sense of this by sleep, O resclye 
. with the church, sale 1 will | give no sleep to mine ine until I find the 


Lord,” Psalm XXXL ae 5. * 


“ 
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Watch y z é, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be 


# stronB—\, Cor, RVi> LSe rh ee Tee 


-Berreveit@iin the Lord Jesus now partake of an | everlasting 
* salvation. No enemy can deprive neg) the full enjoyment. of it 
? in glory; because “ they are kept by the ‘mighty power of God.” 
But we are daily to consider, it is “thr ough faith,” 1 Pet. i. 5. 
Do we believe in the atonement of. Jesus’ blood ; do we rely on the 
perfection of his righteousness? Why so? Because the word of the . 
Lord is the warrant for our faith. Hence, Oo soul, the exhortations 
from the same word to duty are equally binding on thy belief and 
practice. “The same Lord who has saved us fr om our enemies, calls » 
us to watch against them. Jesus. who i is gone to prepare a place OF 3 
sin glory, directs us how to demean ourselves in the way, to i a. 4, 
3 the christian soldier neglect the command of the captain of his 7 
‘salvation, when the glory of God and the peace” and a of his 
‘own soul are equally concerned ¢ ? Surely not. i 
Thr ough watchfulness many evils are prevented, many balan al 
enjoyed. When a christian is off his guard, or asleep» when he 
‘should watch, how is he exposed to the attacks and temptations of . 
the enemy! It is for our good that the Lord commands, it as our 
duty. It is through his power that hereby the good soldier of J lesus 
“Christ is enabled to»stand fast in ‘the profession, power and comfort 
OP fit, ketene Paul's joy in the views of death, that he had “kept 
the faith,” 2.Tim. iv.7. Would we enjoy the same comfort? ‘Strive 
in the strength of the Lord to follow. his. example. . Check the risings’ 
of unbelief. Oppose the workings of carnal reason. Resist sted- 
fastly in the faith the subtle devices of'satan. This is your duty ‘and 
; tien So shall we quit ourselves. like men of valour and courage: ~ 
_ Jike victorious saints of old, “who overcame every enemy through 
~ the blood of the Lamb.” Droop not, O believer, thy strength is the 
Lord’s omnipotence. Lift up thy head with boldness, thine enemies 
are vanquished by the conquering Jesus. . Be strong. Look off thy- 
self. Look to thé strong for. strength. Look unto J fesus continu- 
ally. Rely only on the power of hismight hourly. His arm is not 
shortened, The reliance of faith engages his power. The cry of 
faith obtains victory. Phere a is an open and effectual door by which 
- thou shalt enter into glory ; ; but thou must fight thy way thr rough. 
“Consider daily this is our motto,“ More than venues ‘ors through 
bib who hath loved us,” Rom. vill. 37. ai 
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Dear Lord, my thank 4 heart receives ‘La am. my love’s, and he i is mine, 

The hope thine invitation gives: -  Qur hearts, our hopes, our passions jo fom; 4 
To thee my joyful tips shall raise Nor let a motion, or a word, " 
The voice opr ayers the voice of praise. Nor thought arise to Eure my Lord. © 
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Blessed are the'pure in heart, for they shall see God.—— 
Matt. v. 8. oR " , 


Every institution of purification under the! law referred to 
Jesus, the purifier of his people. Old-Testament saints. received 
inward purity of heart from the same fi ountain, Jesus ; and through « 
the same means, faith in him. Without this inward purity of 
heart, “ without holiness, no man ever did or ever shall see the 

: ‘Lord.” When Jesus comes to his temple, even the hearts of his 
people, he “sits as a refiner and purifier.” Sinners are the objects 
of his love. Sin is the accursed thing his soul hates. From this he 

' purifies them. In purity and holiness his soul delights: with this 

- he blesses his disciples. He then pronounces them blessed. He 
tells them wherein their happiness consists: blessed are you, whose 
hearts are pure: blessed are your eyes, for they shall see God. e- 
«Who can bring a clean thing outof an unclean? Not one” of 
fallen Adam’s race, Job. xiv.4, Such power belongs to God only. 
Man contributes nothing hereto. But man,"evéry believing, rege- 
nerate man, is the blessed subject of purity and holiness of heart. 
He ‘has no hand in purifying his heart. No glory is due to him. 
But holy, blessed effects flow from it, to God his Saviour’s glory, to 
his present felicity, and to his éternal comfort and joy. To thy 
shame disciple, thou knowest béing a child of an apostate, sinful 

»parent, naturally only sin was the delight of thine heart. Itis thy | 

. present. blessedness to be a child of the holy God, a member of the 

.sholy Jesus, a subject of the holy Spirit’s new creating influence, 
and a partaker of holy faith, = Shik ta “site bi 
Hence it is natural to thy Holy, new-born heart, to love holiness, 
as agreeable to the perfections of thy God and Saviour, andias it is 
suitable to thy present state of blessédness in Christ Jesus. Whence 
those sighs and sorrows at finding the Canaanites still in the land?) 
Whence those groans and prayers because ‘sin dwelleth in the flesh? 
Whence those importunate cries and Jonging requests to Jesus for 
total victory and perfect freedom from “this troublesome’ inmate ? 
. ‘Whence that holy joy and sweet complacency in bringing forth “ the 
fruits of holiness ?” “These are indubitable evidences that thou art ; 
united to a holy Jesus, that thy heart is purified by faith, that thou, 
hast aheart Cleansed from all sin by Christ’s blood. A new heart . 
and right Spirit are put within thee. Thou dost see Ged in Christ 
now as thy covenant-God. - Thou ‘hast received covenant blessings 
‘from him. Rejoice in him. Shortly, thou shalt see him and enjoy” 
him to all eternity in his kingdom and glory. 


/e “a % 


Bless’d are the men of broken heart, Bless’d are the pure, whose hearts are 
Who mourn for sin with inward smart: From the defiling pow’rs Of sin ; [elean, 
The blood of Christ divinely flows, With endless pleasure they shallsee, __ 


A healing balm for all their wees. A God of spottess puxity. 


& 
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364 DECEMBER 17. 
Righteousness delivereth from death,—Prov. x1. 4, 


Wuen a poor sinner is brought to judge of himself according te 
the word of truth, then is he truly wise. When he sees the exceed- 
ing sinfulness of sin, he is humbled before the Lord. When he con- 
siders “the wages of sin is death,” he’ fears and tremiden- But 
when he is enabled to believe he is righteous in the sight of God, 
then he is truly happy. His soul rejoiceth, because his eyes have 
seen the salvation of God; and he hath found a righteousness that 
delivers from death, It is never well with the soul, but when in 
simplicity and godly sincerity, it forms its. judgment of sin and righ- 
teousness from the word of the Lord. For carnal reason and fleshly 
wisdom pervert and draw it aside from the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Sin is a transgression of the law, which is holy, just, and good. 
“Death has passed upon all men.” Verily then I ama cursed sin- 
her, and have need to cry daily, God be merciful to me!” Lord, 
deliver my soul from death! What is righteousness, but a perfect 
obedience to the law of God? Ihave no righteousness in myself. 
I have sinned, A. sinner righteous in himself is a contradiction 
in terms. 

But here is our mercy ; as by man sin entered into the world, and 
death as the curse of sin : so by man came righteousness; andasa 
blessing of it, deliverance from death. Where can we turn our eyes? 
to whom can wwe look for this righteousness, this blessing, this de- . 
liverance? To the man, Mediator, surety, and representative of his _ 
people, Jesus, onty. He is emphatically styled “the righteous,” _ 
1John ii.1. This is the comfortable testimony the Spirit of truth bears 
of Jesus, “He was made to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we - 
(wholhave ne righteousness in ourselves) might be made the righ- 
teousness of God rn Him,” 1 Cor. y. 21. So the righteous Jehovah, 
who loveth righteousness, and whose countenance beholds the thing 
that is just, is well pleased with the members of Jesus: for they 
are clothed with his righteousness. The Lord laid their sins upon | 
Jesus. The Lord imputes the righteousness of Jesus to them 
without any work of theirs, So he delivers them from deserved 
death ; so he justifies them in righteousness unto eternal life > every 
believer is as perfectly srighteous In Christ as if he had never 
sinned. Here is thy happiness, O believer! it is thy joyful privi- 
lege thus to judge of thyself. To live in this view of thyself is 
agreeable to the truth of God’s word : it is witnessed to thy soul 
by the comforter, throuth faith. This makes the soul joyful in 
truth. This animates to all holy obedience in love. - This gives 
confidence in prayer, comfort is life, deliverance from death, and 
boldness at the awful bar of judgment. Thus « grace reigns 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord,” 
Rom. y. 21. t a : 


/ 
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Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which ye are. 
called in one body ; and be 2 _ye thank ful.——Col. iii. 15, 


Every exhortation in the word of grace implies a contrary dis- 
position’in the fallen nature of saints. _ Because thou hast tunpulenes 
and disorder in thy flesh, therefore art thou, believer, called upon 
by the word, to oppose it in the grace Of the Spirit. Here is thy 
daily exercise, We shall surely meet with many things from within 
and without, which are “contrary to the peace of our minds, and the 
comfort of our hearts. Thou, O man of God, art to flee these things; 
watch against them; pray for victory over them, Thou hast the 
most powerful excitements hereto, Jesus hath made peace by the. 
blood of his cross. Every disciple is called to the knowledge and 
enjoyment of it through faith. Called to be of that one body whereof 
Jesus is the head. Hence the hand-writing of the law of accusation 
is cancelled in the mind ; sin is dethroned in the heart ; the clamours 
of conscience silenced ; and sweet peace with God inwardly felt. 
Dost thou, soul, possess this happy state? What then shall be the. 
umpire? What the determining rule of thy conduct? Live by the 
word of truth on the prince of peace ; ; so stall thy outward actions 
be governed right. 4 . 

Peace with Ged is the fruit of everlasting love. Its root was 
planted in the eternal counsel ; it blossoms and bears fruit in the life 
and death of Jesus ; and poor sinners reap the sweet, heartfelt sense 
of it by faith. Nothing can destroy this heavenly plant; but many 
things may cause it to droop and wither in sense and experience. 
Let the peace ‘of God rule. Hence it is plain thou art exposed to 
many things which may prevent its ruling ; thos se are to be g guarded 
against. While the peace of God rears its head, and rules i in the. 
heart, its natural influence is to fdllow peace with all men. Yea, the 
peaceful soul embraces every fhember of the prinde’of peace in.the 
open aims of faith and love. And canst thou barter the enjoyment 
of this rich gem of thy Redeemer’s crown, for the gratifications of 
unbridled passion, unchristian resentment, undue revenge against 
thy brother? Hath thy Lord dealt so with thee ? Has this been the 
rule of the meek Lamb’s conduct? Thou knowest otherwise. Dear- 
ly beloved, avenge not yourselves.” Yés: ayenge thyself on the. 
enemy of thy peace. O disciple, thy pride i is the cause of ¢ anger and 
passion. Here fix all thy indignation. Against this be fired with a 
holy resentment. A sense of anger will hinder thy prayers. Resent- 
ment will shut up thy spirit against gratitude and thankfulness tothy — 
God. 0, offer upi this sweet sacrifice continually from ‘thy heart. 
Beware lest the smoke of pride and corruptions cloud thy mind, and 
darken thy soul. Be humble. Humility is the ground of gr; atitude. 
‘ Remember thy calling, and study to walk worthy of: it,’ Ephes. iy. 1, 

Voz.-t. x, f 
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And Mary hath ie good part, which shal not be 


taken away from her.——Luke x42. 


Wuart the Lord said of Aaron’s rod, is true of the hearts of all 


his elect: “The man’s rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom,’ 


Numb. xvii. 5. To see a dead withered stick, cut off from the root, 
bring forth blossoms, is a miraclein nature. So when the soul of 
a once dead sinner shoots forth the blossoms of affection to,.and 
chooses J lesus as its portion and happiness} and brings forth fruits of 
holiness ; this is a miracle of grace. ® 

The love of Jesus to his people was not only catia inhis heart 
from eternity, but was manifested in his life and death in time, So 
when our hearts are made acquainted with the love of Jesus, it cans 
not be hid. When Jesus is chosen as our treasure, our affections 
cleave to him, we follow him; our delight i is to hear his voice, to 
sit at his feet, and attend upon the gracious words which drop from 
his lips. Blessed be his name, he. indulges his people now with 
spiritual, real communion with him; though we enjoy not his bodily 
presence. This is our heaven ypon earth. But it differs from the 
heaven of. glory 1 in. this; because here are many things that interrupt 
our constant enjoyment of Jesus—satan envies.it—the flesh lusteth 
against it-—the world, with its profits and pleasures, tends to allure 


_us from it. And indeed the poor heart is oft times ready to fedr it 


shall lose Jesus’ grace and salvation. Though, like Mary, the soul 
hath chosen. the good part i in time, yet it sometiraes doubts of the en- 
joyment of its portion in a blissful eternity. ‘But that is imposible ; 
because Jesus is God, and it'is impossible for God to te ~But had: 
not Martha also a part in this one thing needful? Doubtless.. But 
still she was ever careful, andrtoo much cumbefed about other things. 
This our Lord reproves. -'The sanile grace which was effectual in 
Mary’s heart, influences the heart Of every disciple to the same 
choice; therefore what Jesus said. to her in the ‘days of the flesh, is 
wrote byhis Spirit for our consolation and establishment in faith and 
love.» Mary displayed the Sreatness of her soul in bejng satisfie ed 
with no object short of Jesus, and the humility of her heartiin. sitting 
at his feet. Poor: doubting, feari ing believer, thy choice: of Jesus is” 
the effect of God’ s choosing thee in Jesus ;*therefore thy good | arty 





_ thy happy, choice, shall neyer be ia on from thee ; but, thoi 1 shall 


soon hear,the | voice of. thy *belove “saying, Come. up. h her.” 
«“ Where I am there shall my servants be. Jf any man serve me, 
him will my Father hone Johm RAVER Hh, ely. HE ies Roo 
+ te Ai eaivehie, OG h «0. Gy i Pai. 
, his saith the wien of te arti py The soul that. seeks me shail obtain, 3 
Bless’ d is the man. that hears 3 word 5 cpa erik heay’ "al, 
Neeps daily wateh before w: - ; gates, “. Imm e $s reward, 
And at my feetfor merey walt, Into : i 
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Truly our fellowship is with the Father, aid with his Son 
Jesus Christ—=1 John ii38. 8 Ata 


TE prophet asks, “cannot two walk together, except they be 


e 


agreed”? Amos iii.3. No. There can be no sweet communion, no 


comfortable fellowship between God and man, except they be agreed, 
See then, O soul, this fellowship is enjoyed by faith: for by faith we 


are brought into agreement with God. Consider, hoy the glorious 


three concur to makeYolr souls thus happy. It pleased God the 
Father, that all ‘fulness should dwell in his Son.” He determined to 
display all his grace and glory in the man Jesus, for the sinner’s salva» 
tion—Hence he saith to us, « This is‘my beloved Son; in whom Iam 


well pleased, hear ye him.” But we are averse to agree with God 


and to hear Jesus. We had rather have fellowship with the unfruit- 
ful works of darkness, and that the devil should rule over us ; than 
that Jesus should have the whole glory of saving us by his grace, 
But the dear Spirit loves us with equally the same love as’the Father 
and the Son doth. He takes the scales of ignorance from our eyes, 
and the veil ef unbelief from our hearts; then we fall in love with 


Jesus’ precious person. He conyinces us of our sin and misery. O, © 


then we gladly hear and joyfully receive Jesus to be our Saviour. 
_ Then we come to the exact pdint where the Father meets us and em- 
braées us, even iz his Son Jesus. He saith to us, O my blessed sons ! 
All Ihave is yours. ‘We say to him, O our loving Father! All we 
are is thine. And just as children of one family have sweet com- 
munion, loving intercourse, and agreeable fellowship with each other, 
and with their common parents; so have we with out heavenly Fa- 
ther, and our dear brother, Jews, in our spirits. He speaks to us; 
we hear and obey. . We pray to him,; the hears and answers. We 
have fellowship in the Father’s éverlasting love ; inthe Son’s eyers 
lasting righteousness, atonement, salvation, and intercession, through 
the Spirit’s everlasting consolation. OQ, what astonishing grace ! Q, 
what wonder of love is this! Sinners of a mortal race enjoy close 
fellowship and intimate communion with the high and lofty one who 
inhabits “eternity. This is our highest felicity below. Here we 
admire, adore, and love. . Angels behold with wonder and joy our 
conversion to it. But this fill§ with envy and fires with rage, the 
infernal spirits. They hate rhe truth, and oppose our knowledge 
and enjoyment of it. Though satan is not acquainted with our sweet 
fellowship, yet he sees we are not delighted to have fellowship with 
him in unfruitful works of darkness. Hence he is our adversary. 
And all the world; who are under his influence, he stirs up with im- 
placable enmity against ws. But what of all this? Faith is ourvic- 
tory. And as this fellowship is begun in faith ; so the holy Spirit 
will maintain it in the soul by faith below, till we come to the fullest 
ehjoyment of God and the Lamb above. 
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That we might | have strong condotorion) who have fled for 
refuge, to lay hold onthe hope set before us.—Heb.vi.18. 


Man is equally fallen from God with the devii. There is only 
this difference between them; sovereign grace provides hope for men, 
_and not for devils. Jesus is the only hope for lost sinners. ‘T'o 
him the heirs of promise flee. In him they find a refuge from every 
danger. Like the man- hive under the law, who was in dangér of 
death on every side, and no way of safety but in the city of refuge, 
which God appointed for him. Here his life was safe. The law of 
God was his protection. No one durst take vengeance on him. 
Such was God’s provision for-him. Infinitely superiofare the set- 
tlements of grace. The salvation of the soul, with eternal life and 
glory are for ever secured to us by God’s immutable counsel, his 
inviolable promises—Yea more, God has pledged himself; he hath 
confirmed all by his oath. ©, the cursed nature of unbelief! It 
makes the God of truth a liar: it would prove the God of faithful- 
"ness perjured. O, the devilish nature of pride! It would share in the. 
glory of salvation ; it disowns our damned state ; and therefore denies 
the sovereignty of grace. Pride rises into wrath at distinguishing 
grace, that God should: bestow his favor upon whom he pleaseth, 
which he owes to no one. For who hath deserved his grace ? Glory . 
to the rich grace of our God, a present refuge, a present hope are 
freely set before us; and strong consolation enjoyed by us now. 

Are the eyes of our understanding enlightened to seé Jesus, the 
hope of « our, calling ? the insufficiency of every other hope ?” Have 
_we fled from every refuge of lies to Jesus, and laid hold on him by 
faith as our only hope? This is by the’ grate of the holy Spirit: 
Heis our comforter. He administers strong Consolation to our souls 
from Jesus. The “immutability of God’s counsel; and the confir- 
mation of his oath” centers in Jesus. See thy distinguishing grace, 
O believer, and rejoice. Not only safe, but happy ; not only secure, 
but joyful. This is grace upon grace. Not only glory in rever sion, 
but grace in possession. You see your calling, brethren ; and the 
riches of your inheritance with all saints. These are your strong 
holds, ye prisoners of hope. “Though imprisoned in a body of sin 
and death ; exposed to gpelievins ‘doubts and fears 5 : liable to sere 
trials and conflicts with yo your adver sary, satan; yet ever consider this ; 
nothing but consolation, strong consolation awaits “you in Christ 
Jesus. He is your constant refuge, your only hope: “ Abide in 
me,” saith the Lamb; He would have us be simple laesrts so 
shall we be joyful in Spirit » «For verily, if, we “Took ny other 
object but Jesus, we shall smart for it. We can draw comfort from 
no other, In Jesus we can’ tpi mph with j h joy ; and challenge with - 


confidence «who shall lay ih this te the charge of God’s Sete 
Rom. vill. 33, % x 
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Then all the disciples forsook him Gnd fled-Matt. xxvii 56. 


Own reading this, who can refrain from crying out, “ Lord, what 
is man!” What danger amIin! Lord, keep me! What awful 
effécts have a fit of fear and a frame of anbelief produced !. Here 
was the beloved discipie John, who lay in the bosom of Jesus ; the 

courageous Peter, who was to die with him; the ambitious James, 
who requested to jsit at his right hand in his kingdom ; ‘with every — 
one of the other disciples, foy saking and flying» Grom. i innocence in 
distress.. The "shepherd was seized, and the affrighted sheep were 
instantly scattered. Provoking ingratitude! Dost thou think, O my 
soul, thou wouldst have acted one whit better? Verily, if so thou art 
vain. Now if Jesus -had chosen them, and continued to love them, 
on condition of their faithful conduct towards him, this single 
instance was sufficient to turn his love to hatred, his election of them 
into reprobation, and casting them off forever. | 
~ What then becomes of terms and conditions of salvation ? ? The 
notion eclipses God’s glory; feeds pride; shackles the faith of sin- 
ners. If our dear Saviour was to judge of and determine the state 
of his disciples from their outward conduct as we too, too oft do by 
ourselyes, might he not reason thus concerning them? “ What 
treachery and deceit have Imet with from these wretches! While 
in may greatest agonies, they were destitute of the least symp: athizing 
spirit: they indulged sleep, instead of granting one friendiy request, 
to watch with me one hour: though thrice awaked by me, yet they 
shewed no regard forme. At supper they all promised to go to 
prison and death with me.. Here is one rash fellow hath cut 
off anyear; and now, upon the very first sight of danger, as though 
they had all combined together, they are ail fled from me; and 
soon, the most dari ing of them all, will with-horrid oaths and curses 
deny that he knows me.”” Might we not expect to hear our Lord’s 
“sentence, “Cut them asunder, and divide them their portion with 
hypocrites?” It must be so, if salvation rested upon terms and con- 
ditions. But no; ‘grace reigns; not for days and years, but to 
eternal life. Astonishing as their ingratitud®, highly provcking as 
~etheir conduct was to Jesus, yet more astonishing his love, and higher 
his mercy surmounts than all* their offences. Hence, amazing to 
‘read, the very “first message Christ sends is full a love and 
fraught with affection. Love covers amultitude of sins.” Not one 
word of upbraiding ; but, «Go and tell my brethren,” &e. Surely, 
__O Jesus, never was love like.thine ! What! br ethren still? Yes; the 
bond of union, the dear relation eyer subsists ; ; nor sin, nor death, 
_nor hell, shall ever destroy it. But, O christian, under a sense ‘of 
_ ingratitude, to, an and for saking of ‘Jesus, what wounds so deep 
was love? — What humiliation, what repentings does love kindle in.the 
heart? « Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation,” 2 Cor. vii..10. 
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Charity shall cover the multitude of sins.--1 Pet. ivy 8. 


Many sinners have and do awfully deceive their poor souls by 
a sad perversion of these words, For they suppose that being chari- 
“table to the poor will cover the multitude of their sins from the sight 
of a holy, sin-avenging God. O fatal mistake! Hence they are 
encouraged in their sinful practices, from such a vain, unscriptural 
notion. It is thy mercy, believer, to be delivered frem such delu- 
sion, by the truth as itis in Jesus. For to atone for sin was his 
blessed work. He hath done it effectually by shedding his precious 
blood. “And every belicyer in Jesus is the only blessed man, whose 
sins are covered by his all-perfect righteousness. Here is the true 
source and spring of charity, or rather LOVE, love to God and man. 
* We love God; because he first loved us,” 1 John iv, 19... And 
through the faith of this we obey his commandment, “ Loye one 
another,” *_ : 5 -$ 
Of this charity, or love, the most excellent things are spoken, 
1 Cor. xiii. It is in the heart of every believer. Love influences ta 
put the best constructions upon the behaviour of others: to hide their 
faults with a veil of charity ; to cast a mantle of kindness over their 
failings. Like the painter, who drew the picture of Alexander 
' with his finger on the scar in his face: so love has.a kind finger to. 
hide the scars and blemishes and to cover the sins of others, , Love’ 
_ sees no faults. See it exemplified in.that most illustrious exemplar 
of charity, Jesus. In his deep distressing agonies and conflicts 
in the garden, when one would have thought his dear disciples could 
not be so regardless of his sufferings, so deaf to his request, as not 
to watch with him one hour. But, instead of this, they indulged 
themselves with sleep. Here love covered this fault, « The Spirit 
is willing.” Love speaks what is right. Love finds an excuse for 
what is wrong, “ The flesh is weak.” And when the same most 
blessed pattern of love hung expiring in the greatest agenies on the 
cross, yet amidst all the taunts and jeers of his enérhies and murs 
derers, love venied itself with his expiring breath, « Father, forgive 
them ;” adding this is a veil or covering, “for they know not what 
they do.” Thus hath Jesus left us anyexample, He hath given ys. 
anew commandment, “ Love one another.” May the spirit of love. 
keep alive this heavenly temper, and blow up every spark into a 
fervent flame, that all men may know his disciples by this badge of 
charity or Lovg, and be forced to. confess, “¢ See how these christiang 
love one another.” . : 
* , . 
Malice and rage, those fires of hell, 
She quenehes with her tongue; 
Hopes and believes, and thinks no ill, ee 3 
Tho’ shé endures the wrong, ra 


Love suffers long with patient eye, 
Nor is provok’d in haste ; 
. Bhe lets the present infry die, 
And long forgets the past. 
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Wherefore he is able-to save to the uttermost, all who come. 


unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make interces« 
sion for them.——Heb. vii. 25: 


© Wuen the strong blasts of temptations blow, the swelling waves: 
of corr uptions lift up their heads: satan casts his fiery darts: the 
thunders of Sinai roar: the law threatens wrath and destruction = 
carnal reason pleads : unbelief pronounces hopeless despair on them: 
happy for believers to take up the Tanguage of faith, expressed by 
the children of God of old, “ We are not careful to answer in this 
matter: our God, whom we serve, is able to deliver us; and he will, 
déliver us,” Dan. iii. 16, 17. Admirable faith and fortitude ! A 
shining example of Old-Testament saints, worthy to be imitated by 
New-Testament Seale Such a conduct yields ease to the mind, 
and peace to the conscience ; while it confesses Jesus the only Sa- 
viour, it gives him the glory due to his name. And, verily, accord- 
ing to their faith so it was. They were saved to the uttermost, 
; Though cast into the fiery furnace, they had the presence of Jesus; 2 
and he delivered them out of it unhurt. 
Who can prescribe bounds to the salvation of Jesus? He saves 
‘according to his ability. Who can limit that which extends to the 
uttermost ? ? Thou comer to God by Jesus, think not sin is too strong 
in thee for Jesus to save thee from. “ Fe is almighty to save to the - 
uttermost.” Art thou not ‘willing thus to be saved? Verily faith 
: long's for it, love desires it, hope expects it. Stagger not through. 
unbelief. Our object of faith is a once crucified Jesus, and ever- 
living, interceding man and Mediator, and whoi is also the omnipotent - 
God, Is any thing too hard for the, Lord? Why then should sin 
hold thee one moment under its power? ? why should it at all distress 
thymind? Nay, it could not, but for thy unbelief, _ But is not the 


strength of Jesus the most powerful encouragement for poor sinners » 


to come to God,continually ? ? A throne of grace is ever open. A God , 
of love « seated on it. Jesus ever lives, and always prays. A sal- 
vation to the uttermost perfection is promised, and the infinitely 
powerful Jehovah” able to effect it. Coming to ‘God by Jesus, O 
thisis a sweet mystery for faith to feed upon, to be nourished and. 
strengthened by! We are confident of access, perfectly sure of accep- 
tance by Jesus. “Weare not left to perhaps or » peradventur ¢, because 
it is not founded upon ourselves, upon what we have done or can de, 
but upon the eternal life, everlasting love, and unchangeable pr iest- 
hood of Jesus. sb ahd ‘ 


Christ i all mortal things, Our sorrows sand our tears we pour 1 
And manages all our affairs ; Into the bosom of ovr God ; 

On humble souls the King of kings He hears usin the:mournful hour, 
Bestows his counsels and hiseries. And helps ug bear the heavy load. 


- 
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Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel.——Isa. vii. 14. 


Ow this prophecy hangs the hopes of fallen sinners. Had this 
word failed, we were all damned forever. Horror eternal awaited 
us. Hell eternal must have been our doom. God must be borna 
babe in time, or sinful man is forever lost. But, O my fellow SINHET Sy 
all hail! I congratulate you. This day is this scripture fuifilled. 
This virgin hath conceived. This son, this Immanuel is born, God 
in our nature: God with us: God for us, we behold in Jesus. He 

“says, « I was set up from everlasting,’ (as the covenant head of my 
people) —« My delights were with the sons of men,” Prov. viii. 23, 
31. ©, he hath shewn how he delighted oyer us, how he rested for 
ever in his love tous. For he came to visit usin our flesh. “ Verily 
he took not on’ him the nature of angels,” buthe became a BABE in 
human flesh, a Manin stature; born to save, lived to justify, died to 

» redeem—who? fullen angels? No. They are left reserved in chains 
of darkness. But unto us sinners against God, us miserable apos- 
tates from God, in the very same, desperate state as dene ares 
behold « unto us achild is born ; unto Us a son is given.” That we 
who are filthy by birth, and polluted by nature, might havea holy 
birth, and a sanctified nature in Him. ‘ The government is upon 
his shoulders.” He is our Kine. He reigns over us, for us, and” 
in us. Our souls and all our concern’ are safe in his hands. |‘ His 
name. is WONDERFUL.” In _ his conception, his birth, his person, 
God and man in one Christ; in his life, his death, his resurrection, 
‘ascension, and intercession, wonderful. In his love to us, and sal- 
vation ‘of us, wonderful. “ CounsELLoR.”’ He powerfully pleads our 
“cause above : he sweetly counsels our hearts below to come to him; 
so we find blessed rest in him. « THE micuty Gop.” No less 
could save us. Jesus i is the God of our salvation. “ THe EVER- 

LASTING Farner. » He begets us to himself by the word of his 
grace. The most tender parent on earth never loved his children as 
Jesus loves us. Te Priwcr OF PEACE,” Isa. ix. 6. _ Heis ever 

-* at peace with’ us, has made peace for us, bestows his peace on us. , 

\ O, ye sinners “ss the human race, if as verily as the virgin con- 
ceived ‘and brought forth this son, your hearts conceive Jesus by 
faith, this will bring forth holy love to Jesus. _ The birth of Jesus is 
our delicious Christmas fare. Buwoup it, says the prophet ; dwell 
on it in. your minds, feed, on it in your hearts. To conceive of our 
Lord becoming a babe, living in flesh for us, dying on the accursed. 
tree to take away our sins and save our Souls; while we count all 
other hopes vain, O this makes us keep a joyful CurisrMas all the. 
year round. For this brings “ glory to God in the highest, tes on 
ear th, good will towards apenas pve i tis eo 
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We are his workmanshi /p. created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them.--Eph. ii. 10. 


Upon a survey of the works of creation, the psalmist cries out 
with admiration, “© Lord, how manifold are thy works, in wisdom 
hast thou made them all!” Is such a display of wisdom and glory 
visible in the objects of time and sense, which perish in the using, 
and ate destined to destruction ? O, what infinite riches of wisdom, 
glory, and love, are manifest in the new creation in Christ Jesus, 

_ which are of a spiritual and eternal nature ! Such is the ceconomy of 
the covenant of grace, the glorious three persons in the ever-adorable 
trinity concur in the salvation of sinners. God the Father elects in’ 


Christ Jesus to glory, and ordains good works, as the fruits of ever= 


lasting love, for all the heirs of salvation to walk in. Jesus, in whom 
they are chosen, atones for all the guilt of their sins, and frees them 


from all the condemnation of the law. And the divine Spirit creates’ 


their souls anew in righteousness, peace, and holiness. But why 


. doth he say, “created in Christ Jesus?” Because we are his mem-’ 


bers; one with him, beloved in him, chosen zz him,viewed in him 3 


loved with the very same love, as Jesus our head is—John xvii, 23.! 


What is wrought in us by the power of God the Spirit, is not to 
glorify us in our own eyes, to niakée us independent of our! head, 


Jesus ; but to glorify him, and keep us in close union to, and sweet: 
communion with him that so our good works, our fruits of right’ 
eousness which are by Jesus Christ, may abound to the glory of God. 


How awful is this delusion, under the pretence of exalting Jesus to’ 
depreciate the work of his Spirit in us? How fatal the mistake of 
thinking our good works are to recommend us to God’s favor? But) 
how does the devil amuse poor dead sinners with notions of good’ 


works, and swell them with the pride of their works! as though 


they were the price of God’s favor, and the purchase of his kingdom.’ 
All such works are of the flesh, they stolen pride and unbelief, 
and are accursed. The seventeenth article of our church speaks. of 
“ walking religiously in good works.” As though there are no good 


works, but what spring from the religion of Jesus. Christian, what 


thou art called to in life, that thou art created to in thy soul. Those 
duties exhorted to in the word, thou hast strength to perform by the 
Spirit. Therefore, though sinful and lost, in thy first creation, yet 
thou art saved and righteous by the new creation in Christ Jesus. In 
him, being one with him, thou mayest say with Paul, “I have all 
things and abound,” Phil. iv. 18. | 


Not to the terrors of the Lord, But we are come to Sion’s hill, 
The tempest, fireand smoke, The city of our God.” “4 
Not to the thunder of that word Where milder words declare his will, 
Which God on Sinai spoke: Anil spread his love abroad, 


Vou, 1 + . ae Ww i 
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The God of peace shall bruise satan under your feet 
shortly.--Rem. xvi. 20. 


Ir is very common for the followers of the Lamb to reason, but 
‘not right, after this manner: “how can I be a son of the God of 
peace? how can I be a subject of the prince of peace, seeing I am 
daily in war and fightings? If at any time the sweet sound of peace 
is heard in my heart, and the comforting sense of peace is felt in my 
conscience, soon some rebel lust, some sinful passion, or some, fiery 
dart of the enemy, makes an attack upon me ; hence war commences 
and peace is banished.” Nay but, soul, Jesus is still thy peace. God 
is ever at peace with thee. Glory in thisalways- Know thou art to 
fight the good fight of faith asa soldier of Jesus. Thy present state 
exposes thee to enemies. Being born again of the Spirit, thy flesh 
lusteth against thee, and thou feelest it, art groaning under it and 
striving against it. The strong man, satan, who heretofore kept thee 
in possession, when thou wast at peace with him, is now cast out by 
Jesus ; therefore he besieges and attacks.. The world with its, vani- 
ties, its children with their smiles and frowns, promises and threaten- 
ings, animated by “the god of this world,” are at war with thee ; 
because thou art not of this world, but of the kingdom of Jesus. 

- That this combined power opposes thee, is a scriptural mark that 
thou art born of God. That thou art at war with them, is an evidence, 
a happy evidence of the life of thy soul, and of thy faith and love in 
Christ Jesus. . Rather let this strengthen thyconfidence than deject 
tly mind. Was it any proof that Jesus was not the Son of God; be- 
cause satan tried to make him question it, and tempted him to idola- 
try, covetousness and self-murder? Did this destroy his hope and 
peace in his God and Father? Nor need his temptations interrupt 
thine. Thy God knows thou: art conflicting with satan. It is his | 
good pleasure to permit it for a season. Yea, he knows also thou 
canst not bruise satan, much less overcome him. Natural men are 
ready to ask what is thi8 bruising: of satan: we see no need of it. 
No, itis because they lie fast asleep in his arms. But those who are 

awake, and flee from him, he ever tries to distress. But, O chris- 
tian, here is thy comfort, Jesus has bruised the serpent’s head. Thy 
assurance of victory lies in the almighty power of Jesus, and faithful 
promise of thy Father. Look up with confidence,for as sure as satan’s 
head is bruised, thy God, who is at peace with thee, is at war. with | 
eyery enemy that is against thee. Fight with courage. He will 
strengthen thee to stand against, yea more, give thee perfect victory’ 
over all the powers of darkness, all the malice of hell. Aga vanquish-. 
ed foe thou shalt tread satan under thy feet shortly, “ Say to them 
that are of a fearful heart, be strong, fear not: behold your God will 
come with vengeance, (against the enemy) he will come and save , 
yous’ Isa. xxv fe atta 


| DECEMBER 28. 375 
Put ye on the Lord Jesus ‘Christ.—Rom. xiii, 14. 


‘Maw is an active being. Happiness is his pursuit. “ Who will 
shew me any good ?” is his continual enquiry. But to seek it from 
wrong objects is his constant practice. Hence naturally we are ever 
restless and uneasy. The new-born soul only has found the centre 
of true felicity, real good, and permanent happiness, in the know. 
ledge and enjoyment of his Saviour! Here paradise is regained: a 
heaven of bliss is restored to his soul, It is the peculiar glory of 
the gospel, it ever presents a precious object to our mind, even the 
Lord Jesus, from whom alone we derive peace of conscience, joy of 
heart, and transport of soul. Is there, believer, a day in the year, 
an hour in the day, wherein thou wouldst pray to be excused from 
putting on the Lord Jesus Christ as the perfection of thy nature, 
and the adorning of thy soul ? Surely not. “As “one made alive from 
the dead,” the Holy Ghost, by the word, stirs up thy “pure mind, 
by way of remembrance.” Thou art not called to dream over dry, 


heathenish leetures of morality; nor from philosophic rules to ac- ; 


quire this and the other habit of virtue; neither art thou left to licen- 
tious liberty, to make provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 
But it is to be the daily exercise of thy believing mind to put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the essence of every virtue; for in this consists 
' all thy present comfort and holiness. And by this thou wilt become 
dead to all the pleasing, inviting objects that stand so thick around 
thee to beguile thy mind, and draw thine heart from its best friend. 
“The miser calls ‘his gold his own, it is his god. Hence he exer- 
cises all his affections upon it, and derives all his happiness from it. 
The man of pleasure isin continual search alter the enjoyment of new 
delights from the gay surrounding objects of a perishing world. In- 
finitely greater blessings are christians called to. , believer, Jesus 
is thine. In the exercise of thy mind and the affections of thy soul ; 
put on thy Lord continually as thy righteousness, thy strength, thy 
riches, thy pleasure, thy honor, thy glory, thy a//. Oppose Christ 
to all the pleasures of the world, to all the delights of sense, and 
every scene of vanity. Puton Christ in thy conscience ; there plead 
the atenement of his precious blood against the guilt of sin, the per- 
fection of his righteousness to every demand of the law, the prevalen- 
cy of his intercession against all thy fears, the freeness and fulness 
of his promises against all thy doubts. Boldly withstand every accu- 
“gation from satan with, “« Christ hath died, yea rather is risen again ; 
and ever lives to make intercession for us ;? “« Who is he that con- 
demneth 2?” Rom. viii. 64. . . 


Strangely, my soul, art thou array’d In sweetest harmony of praise 
By the great sacred three : Let all thy powers agree, 
; hia ; ; 
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The end of all things is at hand : be ye therefore sober, and 
watch unto prayer.—Pet iy. 7. 


YESTERDAY we were born. To-day we live. To-morrow we 
die. The sum total of human life is justly calculated by the hoary- 
headed patriarch, Jacob, “ Few and evil have the days of the years 
of my life been,” Gen. xlvii. 9. A truth this that lies level with 
the common observation and judgment of all men; but is admitted 
into the regenerate heart and conscience only with that importance it 
demands, so as suitably to affect the mind and influence the con- 
duct. Hence, the absolute necessity of divine faith; the continual 
need of the believing soul exercising his meditations upon the 
sure and certain approaching dissolution of all things. So he Jearns 
to die daily to the perishing objects of time and sense ; and to live 
like himself, as an immortal inhabitant of a city that hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is God. To live and lean upon our 
beloved Jesus as the stay of one’s soul and the strerigth of one’s 
hope this is true happiness. While all things below perish in the 
using ; invisible realities ripen in prospect, and most powerfully 
‘engage our affections ; because they are durable and eternal. Hence, 
the soul is excited to watchfulness, that he may stand-—to ‘prayer, 
that he may be kept—and to sobriety, that he may persevere. Oo, 
believer, thou canst not but count drunkeness and whoredom great 
sins ; but know also, the cares, riches, pleasures, and honors of 
this world, as really intoxicate the mind and cause the heart to be 
guilty of spiritual adultery against thy loving, lawful bridegroom, 
Jesus, as outward, gross sins do the body: What need, what daily 
need hast thou to watch constantly, to be sober continually, and to 
pray always? Pride is contrary to sobriety of judgment of thyself, 
Lust and intemperance are inconsistent with the soundness of thy 
faith, and stability of thy hope, and the exercise of thy love. These 
are even at hand to beset thee. Say, therefore, when canst thou 
dispense with a watchful frame. of ‘spirit? when intermit in prayer 
to, and dependence. on thy God? 0, the sweet exercise of watching 
unto prayer, for divine power: in prayer, for sweet enlargement : 
after prayer, for a comfortable answer from our Lord! Ever may 
this just reflection be on thy mind, when tempted or inclined to cast 
in thy lot with the carnal, and to indulge thyself in attending the 
bewitching scenes of sin, folly and vanity : am I now acting like one 
who knows the end of all things is at hand? do I behave as one in 
his right mind : am I watching unto prayer? can I desire, pray for, 
and expect. the sense of Jesus’s love and presence to be with me? 
Remember thy calling ; it is to love and live upon an unseen Jesus, 
and to act as daily expecting to “receive the end of thy faith, the 


salvation of thy soul,” 1 Pet. i, 9, 


— 


DECEMBER 30. oe it 


But PRET S Ce God who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. —1 Cor. xv. 57. 


Derartn,. though conquered by J esus ; though disarmed of its 
strength and sting by our victorious Lord, so that it cannot destroy A 
nay, not wound or hurt. the soul of any one of his dear members ; 
yet it is still an enemy, a formidable, disagreeable enemy to nature. 
When we are left to our natural ue suena death appears to us with 
the grim visage of “ the king of terrors.” We cannot get rid of our 
fears, nor are we able to make him put ona more amiable aspect. 
But when in the simplicity of little children, we go to our heavenly 
Father, and tell him how we are affrighted and terrified at the thought 
and approach of that dreadful enemy, he drives away our fears and 
terrors, and relieves otir minds. But how does our affectionate Fa- 
ther effect this? by telling us we are perfect and sinless, and there- 
fore we have overcome death, we shall never die, we have nothing 
to fear, death connot hurt us ?.No; though we are sinners in our- 
selves, and as such must die; though we are without strength to 
grapple with and subdue this powerful enemy, and though our bodies 
must fall victims to his stroke, yet, ““praise the Lord, O my soul, praise 
him all his saints,” he giveth us the victory ; he puts songs of triumph 
into our mouths, our hearts ; not for what we have done, but our 
Father refers us to the glorious atchievements of our elder brother, 


Jesus; he hath obtained a perfect conquest for all the children of - 


his Father’s family ; and victory is not only proclaimed but given. 
Jesus is the unspeakable gift of the Father’s love ; victory over death 
is given throuch Jesus ; faith to believe it in the heart, and triumph 
over it in the conscience, is his free gift also. Thus the Spirit testi- 
fies of, and glorifies Jesus; thus his members rejoice in’ the tants, 
and are comforted by the truth. 

Death was brought into the world by the father of lies, hei is van= 
quished and destroyed by Jesus, who is essentially the truth. « The 
soul that sinneth shall die.” Die man, or justice must. The man 
Jesus, the sinner’s surety, fell a sacrifice to this truth; hence truth 
is fulfilled in his death, justice is satisfied, death is disarmed of its 

* sting, which is sin. » Jesus hath “ put away sin, by the sacrifice of him- 
self,’ Heb. ix. 26.. “ And the strength of sin, which is the law, 
Jesus hath perfectly fulfilled in his life for us.” He hath fully answer- 
edall its demands, and by him all its accusations are silenced. Pre- 
cious Christ! Happybeliever! What harmcan the most fierce, poison- 
ous monster do thee when it hath lost its sting, and is without any 
strength ? Most precious truth! “ Death is yours,” "1 Cor. iii. 22. 


N ow to the"God of victory Who makes us conpu’rors while we die, 
Tmmortal thanks be paid ; ‘Thro’ Christ our living head. 


- 





‘souls, ; 
will give you rest.” O, but this last com, from the lips of our 


ary 


578 DECEMBER 31. 


Then shall the king say unto them on his right hand, Come, 
ye blessed of my Hather, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you, from the foundation of the world.—Matt.xxv.34. 


Tuts is a joyful word to our hearts now, “ Come, let us reason 


' together, saith the Lord ; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 


be as white as snow: though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool,” Iga. i. 18. “Fhis is another precious word from Jesus to our 
« Comu unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 


"KING, will be the most joyful crowning word of all! The best wine is 
_ reserved for the last. Every soul who hath tasted of the first on earth, 


shall assuredly drink his fill at the fountain-head, in a blissful, never- 
ending eternity of glory. “ Ye blessed of my Father ;”. beloved 
from eternity, and blessed to eternity. Chosen. in me, blessed in 


-me with all spiritual blessings, I was given to, 1 sought you, and 


gathered you to myself in time ; now come to live and reign with me 
for ever in my kingdom. , is not the thoughts of this enough to 
make one wish to break through the walls of our prison, the body ! 
Praise, O soul! Call together all thy faculties! Rather, O divine 
Spirit, realize the view, bring near the solemn, joyful day to our 


“minds! Give us even now to dwell on it with rapture of affections | 


_and ardor of love. 


«Inherit the kingdom prepared for you:” not bought by your good 
works, nor purchased by your well-doings, not obtained by your faith- 


fulness, but by the free-gift of my Father’s love and good pleasure, 
richly prepared by his’ free-grace and bounty, purposely reserved for 


you. Come ye; all of ye. Not one of my little fic 


> 





k shall be 
wanting ; there is a mansion for each of you ere you had a being,. or 
time commenced; the kingdom: was established, the heirs chosen, 
places prepared. I visited you» on earth, so. that, you loved me 
though you saw me not: I invisibly worked upon your hearts, and 
drew them out in love to myself, my,cause, and my brethren, so you 
approved yourselves my disciples by following my example. ~ Come 
ye, enter, possess, and enjoy what: you were born for, born again 


"to be mect for. ©, methinks it strikes one’s heart with heavenly | 


joy, to conceive of the loud hosannas and shoutings, (O that we may 
catch the heavenly flame !) “Salvation to our God, who sitteth upon 


the throne and unto the Lamb, unto him, that loved us and washed | 


us from our sins in his own blood and hath made us kings and priests 


unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever 


and ever. Amen.” Rey. i. 8;6.5 5 ee ee re 


Now to the Lord that makesus know. Be hurable honors paid below, 
The wonders of his dying love, ; And strains of nobler praise above. — 





— 
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ADDITIONAL MEDITATION FOR LEAP-YEAR. | 
One born out of due time.—1 Cor. xv. 8. | 


Gop’s children want no other, they can have no better proof of 
the life, death, resurrection, ascension, and intercession of their 
Jesus than what the scriptures afford: they say with their master, 
“thy word is truth,” John xvii. 17. They wish to have no other 
ideas of God, of Christ, and of themselves, than what the scriptures 
impress on their minds. They are fully satisfied of their hope of 
salvation by Jesus onty. This is the reasoning of their faith: “ if 
we receive the witness: of men, the witness of God is greater,” 
1 John v. 9. God has borne witness to his Son Jesus in every types 
ceremony, and prophesy of the Old-Testament: and by such signs, 
miracles, and even by his voice from heaven in the New, as are 
incontestible. And beside all.these, the Spirit of God bears the 
inward testimony of faith, that our J esus is risen. For we find our 
hearts attracted to him, our affections set on him, and we enjoy 
sweet fellowship with him. This is of distinguishing grace, “ One 
shall be taken and another left”) “This is hid from the wise and 

“prudent, and revealed unto babes.2?.> What sball we say to this i 
-& Even so Father, for so it seemed good in thy ‘sight.” Such hum- 
ble sentiments are in all who have the mind of Christ. So Paul, 
when he saw himself a miracle of grace, accounted himself an 


abortion in nature; as mean, as contemptible as a child born by 


miscarriage, before its due time and proper growth; “the least o 
all apostles :” yea, as though he: wanted words fully to express the 
opinion he had of himself, not only a sinner, but THE CHIEF OF 
sInnERS, Not only the least, but “me who am LEss than the 
least of all saints,” Eph. iii, 8. Paul had now done with his no- 
tions of fulfilling terms and conditions to obtain God’s favor, and en- 
title himself to salvation, O, now Christ was revealed in him! 
He saw his glory full of grace and truth. This stained all his former 
pride, laid his honor in the dust, and stopt his mouth to self-righteous 
confidence and human glorying. Strange pre-requisites Paul pos- 
sessed to qualify him for the grace of God! Yetno one sinner by 
nature can boast of any better. But the same Lord who wrought 
effectually in Peter, was mighty in Paul, and he also converts-every 
redeemed soul to Jesus. Let us not envy others their lofty thoughts 


- of themselves, nor murmur against, our Saviour for keeping us low: 


and humble. - > j 


But if Paulhad, if all the children of God have such mean con- 


temptible thoughts of themselves, are so little and base in their own 
eyes, will not satan attack and aim to distress them? Doubtless he 
will. Eor where he cannot delude sinners into a notion that they. 
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are righteous and peERFEcT in themselves, he aims fo distress them 





for want of pErrecrion. In the day of health, in the time of- 


sickness, and perhaps, most powerfully in the hour of death, satan 
will inject into the mind these fiery darts: “you achild of God, 
you amember of Jesus, who never loved God perfectly, served him 
faithfully, nor obeyed him sincerely! In all things you have sinned. 
His law curses you; his justice is incensed against you; his wrath is 
ready to fall on you. Your faith is fancy; your hope delusion; hell will 
be your portion.” ©, what can any poor sinner say to all this?- What 
ean he do against all this? Say! Glorify his Lord, by confessing, Lord 
I am damned, but thou hast died ; but for thy salvation, my state is as 
desperate as devils. What can he do? Honor his Lord, by obeying 
his word, “put on the whole armour of God, that ye may stand in this 
evil day, and above all (or rather upon all other parts of it) take the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench ail the fiery darts 
of the wicked onz,” Eph. vi. 11, 16. F iery darts! Yes, being dipt in 
the wrath and terrors of a broken law, they wound, inflame, and 
_bring the fire of hell into the conscience. What is this shield of 
faith? The belief that Jesus is to us sinners a Saviour; that his 


" blood has perfectly atoned for our sins ; his righteousness has fully — 


justified our persons ;» and that there is no condemnation to us. 
Thus shall these fiery darts of satan be quenched, and our con- 
science healed ; this and nothing but this, can effect it.. Mind this 
precious word, “ye shall be ABLE.’ The ability of our faith is no- 
thing less than the almighty power of Jesus our God. This is en- 
gaged for us. By this we shall stand against every assult of satan; 
and all shall issue in present peace: of conscience, and eternal sal- 
vation of soul. This is the glory of a christian, to resist satan in 
the faith of what Jesus is to him and hath done for him. We are 
Sure to overcome him by the blood of the Lams, but in no other 
way. “Shortly, our God of peace shall forever bruise satan under 
our feet.” We “shall return and come to Zion with song's (of free 
grace) and everlasting joy shall be on our heads, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away,” Isa. XXXV 10, Pei, 

Now, christian reader, I commend thee ‘to God and.to the word 
of his grace, wishing thee sweet comfort in perusing these Daily 
Meditations. If our Lord give thee only as much in reading as I 
have found in writing them, thou wilt have great cause for love. 
and praise. Accept them ds the labour of one “ who is no prophet, 


_ hor the son of a prophet ;” but who'can, from bis heart, say with 


Gideon, “my family is poor, and Iam, the least: in my Father’s 
house,” Judges yi. 4 5. Yet haying been taught somewhat of the 
glory of Jesus from the- word of truth, by the. erace of the Spirit, 
T would rejoice to spread the glory of my Lord’s precious name, 
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and the comforts of his everlastingly finished salvation, among my 
fellow sinners : testifying, that all my hope of eternal life is fixed 
upon the Son of God, who was crucified on mount Calvary ; there- 
fore would glory in being a saved sinner by the cross of Jesus, and 
in the name ofa Catvaryist. 

Glory be to God in the highest. Grace be with all them who love 
eur Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. 
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